
Methodological guide on the use of mobile phone data: 
Displacement and Disaster Statistics

The Guideline on the Use of Mobile Phone Data (MPD) for Displacement and Disaster Statistics aims to 
provide practical guidance on how to collect the statistics on displacement and population movements in 
disaster context using information from Big Data in compliance with the new United Nations (UN) 
recommendation on migration Statistics. It reviews the MPD as an alternative (non-traditional) source for 
generating and/or filling the gap in displacement and disaster statistics.  This Handbook is part of a series 
of five (5) handbooks developed by the UN Committee of Experts on Big Data and Data Science for 
Official Statistics (UN-CEBD) Task Team on MPD which are designed to guide countries who plan to use 
MPD for statistics and indicators in displacement and disaster, information society, dynamic population, 
migration, and tourism.

Preparation of this handbook was led by the subgroup of displacement and disaster statistics that is 
composed of members from The University of Tokyo/Spatial Data Commons (subgroup lead), 
Flowminder Foundation, UN Global Pulse Lab Jakarta, Telenor Research, Positium, BPS Indonesia, 
IOM, ITU with technical support and guidance from the United Nations Statistics Division and the UN-
CEBD Task Team on MPD. 
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