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Statistics of human development
The Statistical Commission:
(a) Welcomed the report of the Bureau of the StatisCommission on statistics of human developraadt
fully agreed with and endorsed its recommendations;
(b) Took note of the report of Brazil, Morocco a@duth Africa on Member States’ concerns with intics
released by United Nations agencfaly endorsed the concerns expressed thereinmodgdy supported the
conclusions contained in paragraph 25 of the report
(c) Took note of the report of the United NationsvBlopment Programme on statistics of human dewetop
and of the additional informal background documeaitsl welcomed the efforts of the United Nations
Development Programme to provide explanationstéopasition;
(d) Recognized that tHéuman Development Report is an important document that informs discussians o
national and international development, and theeséxxpressed serious concern on the statisticatesand
methods used for tHéuman Development Report;
(e) Expressed deep regret and strong dissatisfeittad theHumanDevelopment Report Office did not respond
adequately to the recommendations of the expetpgon the Human Development Index with respedhé¢o t
quality and availability of data for the choseniagadors, the use of non-official source data amdriéed to hold
extensive consultation with the global statistimainmunity prior to the release of the 2010 repamt noted
further in this context the following issues:
(i) That some countries were omitted from Hgman Devel opment Report on the grounds of lack of
data and that the national statistical offices wetinformed prior to the decision to omit them;
(i) That there were discrepancies between the dattained in thélumanDevel opment Report and
the data available from national sources, as veetfliscrepancies between data published by different
United Nations agencies; and
(i) That non-official data were used, in whichseathe Commission emphasized that when official
data are not available, non-official data shouldibed, but only after consultation on the quality a
accuracy of the data has been undertaken withegpective national statistical offices and that
detailed explanations of the sources and methodesaged should be provided;
(f) Stressed the relevance of the Fundamental iptascof Official Statistics and of the Principl@ésverning
International Statistical Activities to the issuehand, and urged the United Nations Developmeogf@amme
to review the Principles and subscribe to them,iantis context encouraged the United Nations Depraent
Programme, in order to improve coordination, to/gaa active role in forums such as the Committeelfe
Coordination of Statistical Activities;
(g) Recognized that while the choice of the them @f the indicators for thduman Development Report is
the prerogative of the United Nations DevelopmewgPamme, the issue of data quality and adequdisy fa
within the purview of the Statistical Commissionlehalf of the global statistical system and thairp
consultation is necessary;,
(h) Reiterated the need for the United Nations Depraent Programme to be fully transparent in itshods of
statistical work in preparing theéuman Development Report, and called for consultation with all parties
concerned;
(i) Stressed the continuing role of the expert gron the Human Development Index established by the
Statistical Commission, and mandated it to contiwoek in reviewing the issues arising from its fireport;s
() Requested the United Nations Development Progna to:
(i) Report to the Statistical Commission withingbrmonths on the issues raised in the present
decision;
(i) Establish a calendar for the various prepasathases for theluman Devel opment Report, and
disseminate the calendar to national statistidédes or national coordinating agencies so thay tre
informed about the sources of statistical datathadnethods used in the report and about ways to
address potential concerns and facilitate theoluti®n;
(iii) Consult in advance with Member States wheviewing the statistical data required for the
indicators to be used for tttuman Devel opment Report;
(iv) Establish a communication plan with nation@ltistical offices on the use and adequacy of non-
official national data, in cases where officialinatl data are not available;
(k) Urged the United Nations Statistics Divisiontéée a central role to assist Member States inesdihg
issues of data discrepancies and consistency mtghniational organizations, paying special attentissues
of consistency of data disseminated by United Nati@gencies, in this context stressed the neeshfor
authoritative agency in the United Nations systeradordinate statistical activities, asked relevdmnited
Nations authorities to review the situation, anguessted the United Nations Statistics Divisiongpart to the
Commission on this issue at its forty-third session



