Meeting of UN entities on Statistical Programmes
Bangkok, Thailand, 9 September 2009
United Nations Conference Center, UNESCAP
9:30 am —12:30 pm

Minutes
Attendance:
1. The meeting was attended by representatives frolSNUN Population
Division, ECA, ECE, ESCAP, ESCWA, ILO, UNWTO, UNCTA UNIDO,
UNESCO, UNEP and FAO.

Briefing on recent or planned system-wide crosfrmyfctivities:

2. UN entities gave a brief overview of the recenplanned system-wide cross-
cutting activities in their respective organizasofoordination of 2010
Programme on Population and Housing Censusestagiwere identified in the
subsequent discussion as one of the potential-ctding issues for the UN
system. The patrticipants agreed to take up this toghe agenda for the
February 2010 meeting.

3. Several other issues on which UN system could ltefin@fn a coordinated
approach like, SNA 2008 implementation, MDGs, et@re also discussed. To
facilitate the process of collaboration, it wasgegfed that a matrix, listing the
projects/activities and UN entities involved coble helpful. A possible prototype
format and the necessary mechanism of updatingauctrix would be
discussed at the February 2010 meeting

Reporting of Technical Cooperation Activities:

4. The meeting discussed the latest PRESS reportneepg PARIS21, which
shows a very negligible contribution of UN entitiesstatistical development.
This is due mainly to the format of the questiommahich makes it difficult for
agencies with highly decentralized organizatiocaksnes to respond. Concerns
were expressed that in overall the report undenasgés the role of UN system in
statistical capacity building. The participants varged to raise their voices and
concerns during the plenary discussion of PRESSriag mechanism at the 14
session of CCSA. Finally, the meeting agreed thahéJN agency would
respond to PRESS on an individual basis and suggjésat compilation of
aggregated results for the UN System as a whdigtime PRESS reports would
be misleading and should not be published.

Global Impact and Vulnerability Alert System — GI'8A

5. The Director of UNSD briefed the meeting about $eeretary-General’'s new
initiative for the establishment of an early wammechanism that should capture



signs of natural and economic disasters and slaiulte same time monitor their
impact on the poorest and most vulnerable countinggally the initiative did not
cover statistical issues; however, the proposed&lalert System, and more
specifically its core analytical products are esfyirderived from a proposed
Global Data Platform that will bring together highd low frequency statistical
information. Many of the UN entities had alreadyntounicated their official
positions on GIVAS to the SG. The meeting obsethad the initiative is very
ambitious that it would require substantial resesrto establish and keep such a
data platform continuously updated. This would &@iseially depend from the
member states’ capacity to produce the relevat dtatvas further noted that
there exist currently already a number of dateectitbn programmes in some of
the UN entities, that are designed as early warafnmpact measurement
systems.

6. There was a general consensus that UN entitieddshegpond in principle
positively to this initiative. It was suggestedtthsspecial interagency task force
could be formed, to prepare among other thingsaentory of data already
available at each agency. The group could alsasatéchnical advisory group
evaluating proposals to collect additional indicatancluding rapid estimates.

UN —Data:

7. UNSD briefed the meeting about the recent and éuievelopments of the
UNdata portal. At the second UNdata Data Manageegting held in New York
from 22 to 24 June 2009, experts from internati@agancies had exchanged
views on the functionalities of the portal, curremtiatives in the data
dissemination practices in UNdata partner agenaiags of strengthening
cooperation and formalizing data sharing agreeméhtisentities were invited to
send more specific comments regarding the plattortdNSD.

Official country names and groupings — briefingtbe M.49 Classification “Standard
Country or Area Codes for Statistical Use”

8. UNSD informed the meeting about the M49 Classifarabf countries and areas
used as a common reference for statistical prawggsirposes by UNSD. The
meeting acknowledged the usefulness of the comraasitication, particularly
in cases when statistical data by countries shiobelldggregated into various
regional groupings.

Other business:

9. UNSD informed the meeting about a web-based InvgrdbGlobal Statistical
Standards created by the Mexican Statistical Offid&GI). As a national
institution INEGI does not have the capacity tomain an inventory of an
international type, therefore, it had just recenibyated its English version to the
global statistical community. A document to thiteef will be presented to the
41 session of the Statistical Commission, while a alestration how the
inventory works will be made at the"15ession of CCSA in February 2010.



UNSD intends to enrich and develop the inventoryhier and counts on the UN
entities to help keeping the inventory up-to-date.

10.UNSD informed the UN entities that several memlvates had expressed their
conviction, that there is considerable scope falydital value added by
integrating geographical and statistical informatislowever, the process to
develop global standards in the area of geograbimimamation was at this point
fragmented. Several regional cartographic initedihave been organized by
UNSD yet a mechanism for efficient coordination amahagement at the global
level was still missing. The Statistical Commisswaii consider this issue at its
forthcoming session in February 2010.

11.The meeting discussed the nominations for a Co-ci& CSA for the next two-
year term. Mr. Henri Laurencin, Chief, Central &ti&ts and Information
Retrieval Branch of Division on Globalization ané\2lopment Strategies of
UNCTAD was nominated to become the UN System Cordidhe Committee
for the period 2010-2011.

12.The group agreed to hold its next meeting in NewkYo conjunction with the
41* session of the UN Statistical Commission in Febr2810.



Annex 1: Agenda

1. Briefing on recent or planned system-wide cmgtng activities

2. Reporting of Technical Cooperation Activities

3. Global Impact and Vulnerability Alert System MBS (note prepared by UNSD)
4. UN -Data (project briefing by UNSD)

5. Official country names and groupings — brieforgthe M.49 Classification “Standard
Country or Area Codes for Statistical Use”

6. Other business

Annex 2: Meeting documents

1. Minutes from the February 2009 meeting of UNta® (UNE/2009/1)
2. Reporting of Technical Cooperation Activitie®RESS (UNE/2009/2)

3. Concept note: The Global Impact and VulnerabAitert System (GIVAS)
(UNE/2009/3)

4. Governance of UN-Data (UNE/2009/4)

5. Official country names and groupings — brieforgthe M.49 Classification “Standard
Country or Area Codes for Statistical Use” (UNE/2(H)



