REPORT ON THE CURRENT STATUS OF

UNITED NATIONS ROMANIZATION SYSTEMS FOR GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES
Compiled by the UNGEGN Working Group on Romanization Systems

Version 4.0, March 2016

Russian

The United Nations recommended system was approved in 1987 (\V/18), based on the official
system of the Main Administration of Geodesy and Cartography of the former Soviet Union,
also known as the GOST 1983 system (GOST 16876-71). The table was published as an
annex to the resolution?,

The system is used in the Russian Federation and increasingly in international cartographic
products.

Russian uses the Cyrillic script which is alphabetic. The romanization table is unambiguous
and can be applied automatically. The system is reversible, although rarely there can be
ambiguities. For example, a geographical name Bajuba is reconstituted as baiiy6a in the
Cyrillic source script, not baro6a as might be expected.

Romanization

1 Aa a 13 Jn | 25 Yug ¢
2 bo b 14 MM m 26 IMMm §
3 B v 15 Hu n 27 Mlm S¢
4 Tr g 16 Oo o 28 b "
5 OIn d 17 IIo p 29 bler vy
6 Ee e 18 Pp r 30 b °
7 E& ¢ 19 Cc s 31 Da €
8 Xx 7z 20 Tt t 32 Nw ju
9 33 2 21 Yy u 33 s ja
10 Uu i 22 ©¢p f

11 Uit j 23 Xx h

12 Kx Kk 24 IMu c

Note. Cursive forms of some characters might be formed differently: Aa 56 Bs I'> /]o Ee Eé
Kowe 33 Uu it Kx JIn Mm Hu Oo Iln Pp Cc Tm Yy @¢p Xx Ly Yu Lhw L Bv blor bo 33
O A4.

Other systems of romanization

The BGN/PCGN 1947 System provides for the romanization, as a single block, of the
following characters differently from the UN system (the Cyrillic character is followed in
parentheses by the romanization according to the UN system):

e(e) e yer % (%) zh x (h) kh
JORERTS Gy (e ts
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u(¢) ch 3(8) e
m (3) sh 10 (ju) yu
1 (8¢) shch g1 (ja) ya

A Initially, after the vowel characters and after i, b, and b.
The transliteration of Cyrillic characters contained in the standard 1SO 9:1995 provides for

the romanization, as a single block, of the following characters differently from the UN
system:

m (8¢) 8
oGu) 0
g(a) &
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