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Bulgarian

The current United Nations recommended romanization system was approved in 2012
(resolution X/7), based on the system finalized and officially adopted in Bulgaria in 2009
by the Transliteration Act; implementation of the system had started in 19992,

Previously the United Nations had approved a romanization system in 1977 (resolution
111/10), based on the system produced by the Council of Orthography and Transcription of
Geographical Names, Sofia (1972)2. The 1977 resolution had adopted one of the two
systems approved by the UN conference in 1972 (11/5).

The 2009 system has been implemented in Bulgarian maps, road signs, etc. The rules apply
both to geographical and personal names in all spheres of public life.

Bulgarian uses the Cyrillic script which is alphabetic. The romanization table is not fully
reversible as certain romanization equivalents are ambiguous.

Romanization

11 Kx Kk 22 Xx h
1 Aa a 12 JdIa | 23 o ts
2 B6 b 13 MM m 24 Yyg ch
3 BB V 14 Hu n 25 IMIm sh
4 TI'r g 15 Oo o 26 I mx sht
5 IOn d 16 ITo p 27 bv a
6 Ee e 17 Pp r 28 b vy
7 Xx zh 18 Cc s 29 IOw yu
8 33 2 19 Tr t 30 Aa ya?
9 HUwu i 20 Yy u
10 Wity 21 o f

A The characters us at the end of a word are romanized ia.
Note. Cursive forms of some characters might be formed differently: Aa 56 Bs I'2 /[0 Ee

JKone 33 Mu Hii Kk JIn Mm Hu Oo ITn Pp Ce Tm Vy ®¢p Xx Ly Yu IIw Iw Bv b FOrw0
Aa.
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Other systems of romanization

The previous Bulgarian system of 1972 approved by the United Nations in 1977 provided
for the romanization, as a single block, of the following characters differently from the
current UN system (the Cyrillic character is followed in parentheses by the romanization
according to the current UN system):

q(ch) ¢ b (a) 3
x (zh) 2 mr (sh)  § b(y) ]
i (y) j 1 St 10 (yu) j_u
m(ts) ¢ (sht) a(ya) Ja
References

1. Romanization system in Bulgaria. Tenth United Nations Conference on the
Standardization of Geographical Names. New York, 31 July — 9 August 2012.
Document E/CONF.101/12. See also: Writing Systems: Romanization. Submitted by
Bulgaria. Ninth United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical
Names. New York, 21-30 August 2007. Document E/CONF.98/CRP.71.

2. Third United Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names.
Athens, 17 August - 7 September 1977. Vol. |, Report of the Conference, p. 28.

Bulgarian Page 2



