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Content

• Some words on the Working Group on Geographical Names Data 
Management…

• The Concept of the global Unique Identifier for Cities
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Work Plan and Actions 2023-2027

https://unstats.un.org/un
sd/ungegn/working_grou
ps/wg2.cshtml

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/ungegn/working_groups/wg2.cshtml
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Wiki
• Wiki will change the 

domain!!!

• https://wiki.gdi-
de.org/spaces/wgtdfg/pa
ges/7569720/Working+Gr
oup+on+Geographical+Na
mes+Data+Management+
of+UNGEGN 

• https://share.bkg.bund.de
/spaces/wgtdfg/pages/55
705885/Working+Group+
on+Geographical+Names
+Data+Management+of+
UNGEGN
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Strategic Plan and Programme of Work

focused by WG GNDM 
(coordination)

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/ungegn/documents/
UNGEGN_Strategic_Plan_2021_V4.pdf

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/ungegn/documents/UNGEGN_Strategic_Plan_2021_V4.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/ungegn/documents/UNGEGN_Strategic_Plan_2021_V4.pdf
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Strategic Plan and Programme of Work

10 actions in total!

Work Plan until
today has been
integrated…

Cooperation with
other WGs crucial!
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New Strategic Plan and Programme of Work

https://wiki.gdi-
de.org/display/wgtdfg/
Work+Program

Use of the Wiki to
discuss, start and 
monitor the
actions!

Support by ‚caring
colleagues‘ to
coordinate

Contributions by
‚Task Teams‘

https://wiki.gdi-de.org/display/wgtdfg/Work+Program
https://wiki.gdi-de.org/display/wgtdfg/Work+Program
https://wiki.gdi-de.org/display/wgtdfg/Work+Program
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Content

• Some words on the Working Group on Geographical Names Data 
Management…

• The Concept of the global Unique Identifier for Cities



Universal Unique 
IDentifier “UUID” 

UNGEGN’s Position 
Paper on the 
development of a 
global unique identifier 
for cities

UNGEGN has worked on the 
establishment of a Universal 
Unique Identifier (UUID) for the 
‘city’, aligned with prevailing 
definitions (from UN-Habitat and 
country provided data).

Universal and Unique Identifier 
management considerations

• Using Uniform Resource Identifiers 
“URIs” as global resource 
identifiers

• Using Universal Unique Identifiers 
“UUIDs”

• Assumptions for the globally 
unique identifiers (either URIs or 
UUIDs) of the WGN DB

Endorsed by the UN Expert 
Group on the Integration of 
Statistical and Geospatial 
Information at its eighth 
meeting (Nairobi 2024) .



City

Sub-National

National M49

ISO3

Second 
Administrative 

Level Boundaries 
(SALB)

Proposed UUID

Degree of 
Urbanisation 
(DEGURBA)

Statistical Grids

Why is UNGEGN Proposing a UUID for cities?

At the national level, several statistical 

classifications exist to enable the integration 

and interoperability of data – such as M49 or 

ISO3. Sub-nationally there are several globally 

recognized ‘geographies’ (SALB, DEGURBA, or 

grids) for the dissemination of statistical data.

Within the monitoring and reporting 

frameworks for global agendas such as the 

SDGs and the New Urban Agenda, these 

technologies are deeply entrenched in the 

data needs, with at least seven (7) of SDG 11 

indicators requiring some form of spatial data 

collection and analysis at local/urban level. 

Yet, there is no globally sustainable and 

consistent identifier for cities.

Thus, to support sustainable and consistent 

data integration and interoperability across a 

variety of use cases, including SDG 

localization and fostering better aggregation 

and disaggregation of data (in all forms, not 

just SDG indicators) UNGEGN is working to 

establish a UUID for the ‘city’, aligned with 

prevailing definitions (from UN-Habitat and 

country provided data).



Potential Benefits of a globally sustainable and 
consistent UUID for citiesUniversal Unique 

IDentifier “UUID” 

UNGEGN’s Position 
Paper on the 
development of a 
global unique identifier 
for cities

1. Facilitates better integration of data on cities of all sizes, functions and 
types across geographies, countries and languages;

2. Supports better management of geographical names across languages and 
linguistic scripts;

3. Enables more interoperability of locally produced city indicators, in turn 
strengthening national monitoring (through data aggregation) and reporting 
(through disaggregation of statistics by geography);

4. Supports the production of city-level and localized SDG indicators (and 
other indicators aligned with the 2030 Agenda and national priorities);

5. Facilitates globally consistent systematic disaggregation of information at 
the city level along key SDGs indicators and other indicators of national 
priority;

6. Enhances the regional and territorial perspective on the monitoring and 
reporting of the SDGs. 



2025/Fourth Session in May 2025
UNGEGN

• Promote the concept paper. 

• Concept of UUID is to be ADOPTED

Fifteenth Session in August 2025
UN-GGIM

• As a background document to UNGEGN’s report, promote the concept paper and seek endorsement

57th Session in February or March 2026
Statistical 

Commission
• Collaboration with relevant bodies, including DEGURBA, UN-Habitat and other relevant parties

• Promote the concept paper. Seek endorsement

• Request the Secretariat to maintain the “Registry/Standard etc” of City UUIDs

Ongoing
Secretariat

• Establish collaboration with UN-Habitat, UNTERM and Library and to One UN Geospatial Situation Room

• Integrate Linked Open Data (LOD) of the WGN Database into the UN Data Ecosystem (and UNDATA)

Prospective Timeline and Milestones
Universal Unique 
IDentifier “UUID” 

UNGEGN’s Position 
Paper on the 
development of a 
global unique identifier 
for cities
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Questions?

Contact

Bundesamt für Kartographie und Geodäsie

Richard-Strauss-Allee 11

60598 Frankfurt

Contact details

Pier-Giorgio Zaccheddu

pier-giorgio.zaccheddu@bkg.bund.de

Phone +49 (0) 69 6333-305

mailto:pier-giorgio.zaccheddu@bkg.bund.de
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