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The Gazetteers.net web application: a tool for harvesting digital gazetteers

Introduction

* Large number of existing gazetteers (different metadata standards; remarkably variation in
regional and temporal coverage)

Project goals:
(a) to compare the content and metadata standards of existing gazetteers
(b) to explore, how these standards have changed over the course of time

* Focus on Central and Eastern Europe (c. 1800 — present)

* Comparison of three different types of gazetteers:

1) state official gazetteers: Gemeinsame Normdatei (GND, Integrated Authority File, Germany)
and Panstwowy Rejestr Nazw Geograficznych (PRNG, National Register of Geographical Names,
Poland)

2) gazetteers created by citizen science initiatives which are widely used in Central and Eastern
Europe: Wikidata, Geonames, and Geschichtliches Ortsverzeichnis (The Historic Gazetteer,
GOV)

3) gazetteers originated in research projects: Kaszébsczé miestné muiona (Kashubian place
names), Carpathorusyn (The Lemko Village Resource Guide) and Interaktyvus Ryty Prisijos
zemeélapis V (Interactive map of Eastern Prussia, pt. V)
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Advanced search
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oy el TR Sy gazetteers.net info/Help  LegalNotice privacy Policy
Search parameters @ < > Compare table (7} x > Results for Gdansk [ Wi ox
Place name: Gdlansk attribute _geonames 55 ‘gov X v & GeoNamesorg [1]
3089434 INZIGJOS4HI Resuits
Mtchward inname il G o - e
Searchtype ®) Matoh whole name ! | _Reoord ! .
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(W BKG Historische Ortsnamen

(m] Historical Atlas of Poland, 16th Century

(W) Noszekaszuby

(W Carpathorusyn

M Interaktyvus Ryty Prasijos Zemelapis IV (Prusijalit)

Options

W Matchings

Select Al

Deselect Al




The Gazetteers.net web application: a tool for harvesting digital gazetteers

Matching tool

> Matchings table oh x > Results for Gdynia OB i x
(o)}
Source gazetteer: all gazetteers hd
» o GeoNamesorg [17]
Matchings gazetteer: all gozetteers h . ] . i
» ® Geschichtliches Ortsverzeichnis (GOV) [23]
» e Gemeinsame Normdatei (GND) [3]
GeoNames.org

> wikidata [132]

> 6285706 Arka Gdynia » » National Geographical Names Register (PRNG) [7]

> 3099424 Gdynia > BKG Historische Ortsnamen [22]

N 7530943 Gdynia » e Historical Atlas of Poland, 16th Century [1]

> 7531607 Gdynia > ¢ Naszekaszuby [I

Carpathorusyn [0

> 9847790 Gdlynic Harbour > P Y Lol
5 Interaktyvus Ryty Prisijos Zemélapis IV (Prusijalit)

> 3089425 Gdwnic-Kosakowo Airport [D]

Lele |
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Matching tool

A 4

> Matchings table OBl x > Results for Gdynia o B iii x
I I atehin sabl
cource e ol . . @ show only results with matchings: Disabled
' > e GeoNamesorg [17]/]
Matchi tteer: landl&the
ings gazetteer. Pe i | ~ e Geschichtliches Ortsverzeichnis (Gov) [23]10]
(A SR RLS (L)

Results

. ) . ; D Record name * Type
Geschichtliches Ortsverzeichnis (GOV)

- GOTFENJOS4GM PIAOWOJO82WS Gaynia Stadtteil
ick 20743 5 object_1252895 Gelynia Staditkreis
polan  type: ref
dl6thc  deseription: ref dbpath: polanditheprngster ’ obiject_073528 Gdynia Stadigemeinde (PL)
yt_simecegov
GOTFENJOZ4GM Golynia Stadt (Siedlung)
i ADLRS1JO94GL Glynia-Kolibki Wohnplatz

Gemeinsame Normdatei (GND) [3]11]
wikidata [132]/7]
National Geographical Names Register (PRNG) [7]/0]

BKG Historische Ortsnamen [22] 1]

Historical Atlas of Poland, 16th Century [1]/0]
Naszekaszuby [1]/1]

Carpathorusyn [0]/0]

Interaktyvus Ryty Prasijos Zemeélapis IV (Prusijalit) [0]/ 0]

filter phrase selectaty. =~

B @ @& @& £
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Matching tool

H Matchings table 2] x > Results for Gdynia >} %
Show only results with matchings: Disabled
Source gazelteer: all gazetteers . @ show only results with matchings: Disablad
W UBUNUINNIERLIY  (]0]
Matchings gozettser: polandigthe & ~ ® Geschichtliches Ortsverzelchnis (Gov) [23]10]
1YL LA Results
[a] Record narme * Type

Geschichtliches Ortsverzeichnis (GOV)

filter phrase | selectaty. v

5 GOTFENIOO4GM Gelynics ' PIAOWOIOEIWS CGdyrua Stadltel

. object_1252895 Gynio Stodtkreis

ick 207473 H o
polan W_I ’ 5 o .
dliGthc] description: ref dbpath polancGtheprng:ter Sora e © Sradge il
yt_simc<gow

. GOTFENJO94GM Gdynia Stadt {Siecluna)

’ ADLRSUOS4GL Gaynio-Kolibki Wohnplatz

- ST,

» & Gemainsame Normdatei (GND) [2]/1]

i » » wikidata [132] 7/
: | 3 = Natonal Geographical Names Register (PRNG) [7] 0]

¥ © BKG Historische Ortsnomen  [22][1]

- I ® Historical Atlos of Poland, 16th Ceantury [1]/0] I

e:=¢@BH

volue
Golynia
0743
1
.. parish
position 54 572258538298
1B 5431593085096
» = Naseskaszuby [1][1]
‘\5 > Carpathorusyn [o]/0]
» © Interaktyvus Ryty Prosijos Zemelapis Iv (Prusgalit) [o] o]




The Gazetteers.net web application: a tool for harvesting digital gazetteers

Conclusion

Benefits
e Suitable for a wide user spectrum
* Wide comparison possibilities
* Spatial search (bounding box)
e Simultaneous search in multiple sources
* Flexible selection of the gazetteers
* Name matching
* Possibility to include original data

Limits
* (current) Focus on Central and Eastern Europe
* Live search: decline of responsiveness if linked to several large databases
* Lack of direct possibility to compare several types of populated places
* Knowledge of working with advanced search tools is required
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