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Summary

Since ancient times, natural phenomena and landmarks (such as mountain
heights, seas of sand, streams and water bodies) and human landmarks (such as
population centres and water resources) have served as signs and flags to guide
people and have played an important role in the process of communication between
people. In the modern era, interest has increased with regard to documenting and
classifying the names of places and landmarks and determining their locations in
dictionaries and maps. Place names are an essential element of a map, and Saudi
Arabia was one of the pioneering countries in this field. Saudi Arabia spans a vast
area, which includes various geographical environments, such as natural and
human features and manifestations that differ from one region to another,
according to location and surface topography.

The names of places and landmarks in Saudi Arabia carry various
descriptions and geographical terms. Some of the terms have more than one
meaning since the descriptions of some differ from one region to another, which
requires that they be defined. Taking into account the role of the General Authority
for Survey and Geospatial Information in serving relevant government agencies
and various segments of society by providing and documenting modern
geographical information, the idea came about to produce a publication that would
introduce these terms and be a guide and reference for authorities, researchers and
others interested in this field.

The book, an anthology of geographical terms for natural and human features
in Saudi Arabia, contains the most widespread and often-used natural and human
geographical terms, providing descriptions of places and landmarks throughout the
various regions of Saudi Arabia, including modern terms that are not found in
dictionaries. The terms are substantiated by photographs depicting the terms
associated with the names of landmarks in the different regions and indicating the
coordinates of their locations.
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The book contains the geographical terms in the geographical names
database that the General Authority for Survey and Geospatial Information is
currently producing and covers all the regions of Saudi Arabia, in addition to what
was included in earlier topographic maps that had been produced by other
government agencies, as well as old and modern references. It also contains some
geological and marine-related terms to ensure that it is as comprehensive as

possible.

The geographical terms in the book have been divided into major categories
(mountains, deserts, watercourses, watersheds, water resources, residential,
marine, roads, depressions, levels, antiquities, plants, etc.), under which there is a
large group of homogeneous terms and derivatives from the different regions of

Saudi Arabia.

i3 gand! Ayt AL (8 &y ity dmedal) Jlneld B30t Sloellanall e e

Examples of Geographical Terms for Natural and Human
features in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia:

The Arabic Term and Its Meaning in English

Abraq (pl. Abariq):

Gl (a5 GW):

Rocky hill with sands on its slopes.

&f&ﬁadﬁh&@cd&)ﬁaéﬁjuﬂbwﬁw\
e ) 5 b e 2l Al Jla L,

Abtah (pl. Abatih and Bitah):

BT (ol B ch):

A wide stream or wadi bed, usually enriched with river
or wadi sediments.

bt ol il G el ol LSy 43 o 3,
‘6;43.“ cLJS”} Gw‘}: UL"‘ ;‘:\:\AM Eudﬂ\) EL..;J‘}”} ELY) ;_:\).d\
M\@@#wnﬁkdw\hjﬂbcwh

Athlab (pl. Athalib):

I (gl E):

A plateau surrounded by sand. In Al-Muhit dictionary, it
means: sand, stones, or their crumbs. Athaleb refers to
Mada'in Saleh plateaus and their mountains located in the
north of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

AL UL 3 LI sl (L)) s lad 55,50 a2d)
las g Blay Flo gl Olas s dogndl 4y 4
Al s od (gl 26 susly ST (3340

Ajam (pl. Ajam):

:((\:‘-T Cu!—\j) (,.a-T

A fort, it means: every flat square house.

Cja.mﬁ & Ca J‘{‘Q“"L!

Ajamah (pl. Ajamat, Ajam, and Ajam):

((p-T) (\2-75 PN C&;\j) PN

A small forest, or bushy curled trees.

ol S el of )
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Ukhdad (pl. Akhadid):

A rectangular crack, it means: the rectangular (extended)
crack in the earth; formed between two parallel fractures
with steep sides. It also refers to valley stream; which is
featured with its steep sides and deep stream.

DRI W O TN N § () P WSS R
e By GV s il e e eSO

o2 Gasg adlex UL By g Ul oldl s 2

Ad.ham (pl. Duhm):

:(@3 C&-\j) (..mf

A rocky hill that mostly has black rocks.

2y 05l oyt e iy (sl (il s W

Arkhablil (pl. Arkhabilat):

I

(el godls) Joosf

A group of contiguous and homogeneous islands in terms
of creation and formation and are interconnected to each
other closely.

cugjgﬂ\j sledl S oy Lol 59l 14 o A gas
Lty b)) Lo o a5y

Arkham (pl. Arakhim and Rukhman):

(O o f ety ol

A rocky hill with black rocks mixed with white color.

(Pl Ll Oalll slagm jo5e 33 (g 1

Iram (pl. Aram and Arim):

(el p)T gobls) )

It means stones that are placed in desert as a guiding sign;
such as a pile of stones created by human

s s Lede HLL (3 oy mogd lom 2y 23V

vty

Ishrir (pl. Ishrirat):

(sl padly) 5

A tropical coastal plant that grows on beaches and island
coasts. It is the local name of "Avicennia" and is a species
of coastal marine plants named "Mangrove".

At UL Alead e 58y () A Ol e o)
Dyl el 5 3oL

Ash‘al (pl. Shu‘lan):

(Ve madtly) il

A rocky hill that has whitish-red rocks.

N L L ST
P!

Ashgar (pl. Shugran and Shuqr)

(A% OLAS sedly) Sasl

A rocky hill that has yellowish-red rocks.

d el a0 Ol e s 08T (e 1
&l

Isba‘ (pl. Asabi‘):

H(pbol godtls) gl

A small mountain. It refers to the mountain that has a
small rock on its top which looks like a finger.

Rl @l L e g (CaBlg 385 ke L
oY) S AR §3es aned
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Asfar (pl. Sufran, Sufur)

(s Ol podls) Siof

A rocky hill that has yellowish rocks.

ALY O ] oyiee 051 ek S0 10

Atam (pl. Atam and Utam):

(bl PT gody) o

Every flat square house, it means: a stone fort. It is said
to be every high building. Al- Utim: The palaces. It also
called "Ajam" (refer to Ajam).

gl 1 sboVly (pdipo sl 872 1y peany wpn o IS
(o ) ol LS s Gl

Ac‘alt al Bihar:

Db s

They include all parts of the sea that are not covered by:
inland water, territorial sea, adjacent areas, and exclusive
economic zones.

B O e L Y P,
3)»3@53“ yub caatl dlau\j ‘LS‘\A_‘J&}!\ Fuj‘j ga,\_.l.é-\.U\
Al

Afayhim (pl. Ufayhimat):

H(lemdl padly) el

Volcanic or dark black mountain.

Slgudl s e o @S Jer

Iglim (pl. Agalim):

(6T adly) o)

An area of the earth's surface that is distinguished from
its surrounding by homogenous natural or human
characteristics or phenomena or features that reflect its
unity or character. It is classified according to some
characteristics  such as:  political, geological,
geographical, demographic, botanical, climatic,
economic, social or other.

o cobaley U e oo (2 s e dilase
By 55 clims Llpe ol chndlontn s o cinoe ailias
ey toallas o WBYl Gy dgneass
ALl ol (AL of bl ad) of ciagled) o (il
g S e ol sl ol aslasl o asll of

6T e

Akamah (pl. Akamat and Akam):

A small rocky hill, Its rocks often consist of sandstone or
limestone, so it abounds in Arabian Shelf Region

3 Wgeo OS5 (L Oss 8y (pho (e 1
s olais N ol 551U cpdl ol o Jl k) 0 I
NEY SR PWCIRG e

Aykah (pl. Aykat, Ayakat, and Ayk):

(elly Sy IS ki)

A dense forest.

bea ) disle w LI

Bahah (pl. Bahat and Buwabh):

(b @b oy 2L

A wide land in the midst of highlands.

el o,V LBy ¢ ol M g (3 danlsll oY)
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Batin (pl. Abtinah and Bawatin):

(oblsis il wadly) bt

Water swamp or middle area of the low valley

JUis camiionsy s ie g9 ¢ 2,1 o oadall bL)
3l ey ol 2g (2asedl (63lg)) Lol

Ba‘ijah (pl. Bawa‘ij):

(el galy) Amsl

Water stream, or water stream when widens.

e Leis L;ju'\ ng.%j‘\ J:‘;J cg\l\ ngs_L-\

Batra’ (pl. Bitar):

(R eby) o

Elevated sand that is separated from the sand dunes.

Al oLl e il i) ¢l Je) oo s M

Bathnah (pl. Bithan):

(o o)

A soft plain land that is good for planting.

oy agkl al dgzd o))

Bahr (pl. Bihar, Abhur, and Buhar):

(1% Al 2 eadly) £

A wide water body that branches off from ocean coasts
and connected to the land. When it is connected with
another sea or ocean through a narrow outlet, it is called
"a semi-enclosed sea". When it is surrounded by land
from all sides and doesn't be linked with an ocean and its
water is salt, it is called "enclosed, inland sea".

& e ol ol n i tanly b sl
2o o AT oy Joasl 18] ¢l 48 T2 Ay 4l
o bt o) ke Wsls T2 Lt WS (aa Line

Lleogleg (Bl Loz by SLEY) BIS e o)

Bahr Iglimi:

1@51 b

It extends towards the sea for a distance not exceeding 12
nm from the baseline. Anchorages normally used for
loading and unloading ships, which would otherwise be
partly or wholly outside the outer limit of the territorial
sea, are included within the limits of the territorial sea.

oLl Ly cads1adr oLL L.;‘; L”éj\ ol wﬂ}]\ J,>=¢.5\ M
J s (oo s 0 L2 e 12 j5lons ¥ Bl )
Jﬁmﬂ asle (J.x;m}' géj\ L;w\fu wﬁ}“ jzfj\ Sgd> L}
o WS L 2ty el Vsl 0555 glly ey 5y i)

RPWCN (I [ PRI

Bahrah (pl. Bihar, Buhur,): {(sts 12 @J._b) 54
?W;vnl]c:f sloped water stream, or low land, and water | ;.. 5 el 2oy lly QY] g xuly Jb 2
s

Buhayrah (pl. Buhayrat): (et @3."3) 5l

Body of water that is formed in a depression of ground
and surrounded by land from all sides. It differs from the
enclosed inland sea, and coastal lake in that its water is
fresh as opposed to sea water and salty coastal lake.

Aol @ o 2 e i 3 05e Sl e
Gl A5l ) e gl iy ST S
el ol e S e caidie Lealis 0L 2Ll 30l

EE IV WES UM S
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Bid* (pl. Bida’i‘):

(@ o) gt

The well, and population and agricultural clusters.

S ol lgiaTy Llaunal 351 6005 () aeall 2
psi s el o P ol e lay LSl
cagde

Barbak (pl. Barabik):

(k) madly) il

A hole in which water gathers in the midst of floods, it
abounds in
As Summan plateau.

Jlonzul Sy ¢ 2bdlly (LA Loy oLl b macd 34
Olesal) ddbis (3 mllaall s

Barth (pl. Birath, Abrath, and Burith):

(295 Sly Sl aedly) &p

A highland that consists of a mixture of sand and gravel.

Jod oo Lads 0 058 iy DI J 0 05Ssy wie

NPEa)
Barzakh (pl. Barazikh): :(.Q.\ﬁ C“-’!") ) Eir
A narrow path of land that is surrounded by water and e o hary ol & Jad (Sl Al e ol Loy 2l
connects two parts or lumps of earth. . ) )
Barga’and Burqah (pl. Burq): (35 @_;_w EJRER

A rocky highland that extends longitudinally, and some
of its parts cover sand. Barga'a differs from Al-Abraq
with its longitudinally extension (refer to: Al-Abraq),
and Al-Burga is part of it whereas Al-Abraq is a single
highland in which its rocks are mixed with sand. The
plural is Burg.

Bl il y (JLa )l ain elimrl st (Lol 128 (g5 0o
3 B 05Ty (Y1 k) ekl baslasal Y1 e
QU Bl pgale sjiin wise G0 O 0 (3 clgn s

B e et Lo a

Burkan (pl. Barakin):

(S pedly) OIS

A place where the hot molten substances, with their
gaseous, liquid, and solid contents got out of it through a
hole (nozzle) or a crack in the earth crust, where volcano
"Borkan" erupts quietly or by a destructive explosion and
lava flows through it in the form of fountains. The lava
flows through valley streams or spreads if the lands are
flat, then its movement slow down and be cold and solid
forming new rocks and features. The volcano often
consists of four parts: the cone, the nozzle, the plug or
neck, and magma chamber.

) Blgmg 5y 5 gad) sl an das )l o
525 3 35 ol (3n9) B IOl e Bl cally ALy
Code il ol (Eools iy O L Lo (2N
&5 (obYy pilg dns e dneal) padl U e wbis
LA ST iy oles ol syl gle e
lsno 635 il sty 5 LS Ll ¢ tiondans
ro bl anl e CIW) (3 O 0Say st dlasy

Bleall By cAnailly Ansdlly by 2

Birkah (pl. Birak):

(2 oby) 55

A natural or artificial basin to collect water.

OL:UC«;L}&W\ Jgj‘:“bdp}}
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Busayta’ (pl. Busaytat):

(S ) sl

A wide, flat land in which light sand covers some parts
of it.

ox @ dladld 5 Y1 e gl cenll gnd) 59!

s by @l Lan

Bugshah (pl. Bigash and Begshat):

H(olidy j1a aotly) 224

A watershed. It abounds in As Summan plateau.

Ol s (3 S5y ol memions

Bilidiyyah (pl. Bilidiyyat and Biladiyyat):

(Mg Sl wedly) B

A water swamp. It refers to a water swamp that is free
from evergreen trees. It abounds in As Summan plateau

LS caastdl )L?JSY\ o aJub 3.\,'4}4,.5\ L5L° Q?.Uz?) ol @5:
Olal das 3 S5 oy M s

Bandar (pl. Banadir): (ol C‘*%"J) e
An Arabized name. It refers to a place where boats eV il LS sl gy 0 o allay can !
anchor, and also the port.

sl e
Biniyyah (pl. Banaya): (Ll C“%“ﬂ 2

A rocky or sand highlands that built on sand to infer it,
Bint are rocky or sand highlands similar and neighboring.

Slaiie gy SV o)l Jo s Lo o ¢ oy i e
yglontes islice Bk of B3

Biyad (pl. Bid): (L) @4_\)) S
A wide _steppe land in which its surface is covered by of clay ads Jl, ber oy cinls) g u"ﬂ‘
light white sand. - )

Bayda’ (pl. Bid): (A C“;"J) N
A wide, flat desert. Aralgll 4y gl 5

Bi’r (pl. Abar and Abyar):

(Ol LT aedtly)

A deep vertical hole that reaches water. It is said: a hole
in the ground from which water is extracted.

Byt b b & ol ) Jad daes L35as 38>

Tabbah (pl. Tibab):

H(PU gty &5

A rocky highland of low height with a convex surface,
and overlooks its surroundings

() k}; \Jj&g ccla.mj\ g_):l; ctu.b‘)“ Jgé (S ee CLTJA

A
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Tall (pl. Tulal and Tilal):

(50 Ui gy

An isolated small rocky highland that consists of sand
and stones and rises from its surroundings. The surface
of the hill is often convex and it is lower in height than
mountain.

o g Blbly ol o 0555 e s e
cLSSJ\ o MT P9 44\;_3& J:.S\ cb.« Jjgg Uuu—j udf-
e e Lol sl

Tal‘ah (pl. Tila‘ and Tal‘at):

(elaby g C‘\J"\j) dals

Water flow. flow of water from the top of the valley from
the heights to their bottom. It doesn't exist in the deserts
and level areas, but in the heights. Tal'ah is bigger than
Al-Da‘ab.

il 4} Sl o 3 s el pn ol Jomns
e i Ll Slndly slwdl a ol filss 1 Sl
Jo gl sbUlly (g )lnsall 36 S 055 Yy salsh 8

sl e ST aaldly (olas b (3 05

Tinhat (pl. Tanahi): (AW o) sles
The end of the valley stream. s & 2Ly ol e allas LSl fo ge
e e

Tihmah (pl. Taha'im): (018 @A.-\j) i
A land facing the sea. P I W (]
Thabrah (pl. Thabrat): (ol gadls) 85
A plain land with white sand. & bl 3 0L end Ol ol (IR sliay Aledl o)
2

Thughb (pl. Thughban): (0L xakly)

The settled water that stays for a short time in a
depression in the valley stream after it has flown.

:J.:;j (4 M\ 0L < DJ.i L‘;J\}j\ S G i
@3l (5,2 3 i (3 i sl g ) el W)
o de

Thafan (pl. Thafnat):

(8 diy) 2

A rough land in which its stones are mixed with sand,
and trees don't grow in it.

il e Y ) Bl LI kil )Y

Thilmah (pl. Thilam): (s @;._\)) Rals
A gap or a hole in a mountainous edge. It also refers to a b el WSl bl B 5 U (3 il f 230
narrow path in mountains. )

NU|VE NI B e
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Thamd (pl. Athmad and Athmud): (L SU cobls)
A small well or a hole where rainwater is gathered, and | : |15 asle ¢ \Uoedl olis Led neid 5440 of Sl 20
its water is little and unstable. RS e ) 5 kel

Lol
Thamilah (pl. Thamayil): (U pedby) als

A hole in the middle of valley or rock that gathers water,
and its water doesn't last for a long time.

Slisb bagle e Y ol mad seall of o3l o (38,4

Thaniyyah (pl. Thanaya): (LS akly) 558
A hole or a narrow path in a mountain barrier. ool s (s e G a2 ) S ()
Jabiyah (pl. Jawabi): (o okls) il

A basin from which water is taken for watering camels.

Y e W a2 gl o0t

Jadah (pl. Jawad):

(sl qadly) 330>

A road or the footprints of animals and their ways.

A by ol JJT jf k)

Jal (pl. Jilan):

(O petly)

A high rocky interface that extends longitudinally. It is
steep from one side and gradient from the other. Its
surface is called Adh Dhahar and on the slope side of it
is called Al Jurf, which is less in height and length than
the edge.

g o J\.@-Y\ IR cujla S (Axdi s &y S Agarly
SRS PR YIRS (- PR R IR RPN SRR
by ol 51 gag (3 1w ol Lo ey ¢ glall

AU

Jubb (pl. Ajbab and Jibab):

(Sl (DU padly) b

An unbuilt well that has much water and far bottom.

W ol oglas d gl b ol Bm ol 88 skl 15 2

.u»L'J\ opa~ & N (A9

Jabal (pl. Ajbul, Ajbal, and Jibal):

(b iy Sl aadly) Jor

A rocky highland, whether it is a small single highland
or large wide highlands. Rocky highlands differ in their
sizes, heights, and roughness. They are formed because
of interior movements, such as fault-block mountains
and fold mountains, or by sculpting when solid rocks
resist various erosion factors while soft neighboring
rocks erode. Also, mountains are formed by volcanoes,
and they vary according to their rocky formation between
fiery, sedimentary, metamorphic, and volcanic
mountains.

Ao S ol dsjite T O slgw (s 50all aii M
galnl (3 glis a5l Ol M ol cimulyy 84S
13 2V 0 e iy S ol By B 50y (Bl
3,81y o b Ll (o lizdly slsb iy oY1 n S (las
S ety JL) 0S5y pSVly sdlly QL e sed
teotly ) ady o adladVly 2, LlSOY) LA 3 bl
o @ sl dpadl Ll alal) jsseall i s
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drty JLH 0S8 LT b sl Bl jeseall ST
Pl Onle tg Al LensSS e L a5y (ST

Sy Wmiey gy (AL

Jibiliyyah (pl. Jibiliyyat):

(Sl adl) s

A well that is dug in a solid sandy area, and it abounds in
the Empty Quarter desert.

A 3 SS ade ) bU (3 ado ik 3 42 s

Jiba (pl. Jibt and Jibawah):

(sbzy g7 o Hg) s

A natural basin in rock where rainwater is gathered.

aadl ols 4 mexd ¢ peall 3 k) 2 od) o 5,30

Jibiyyah:

Refer to (Jubb). () k)
Al Jathyath: teolid

A level land in valleys filled with grass.

detally dgle Bag V) ke (3 Bigie )]

Jadir (pl. Judur and Judran):

H(Ohady a5 madls) S

A wall. It refers to mountains extended like walls. It
abounds in Harrat (volcanic lava fields).

) daj\j;-\f IRENY QbW\j JLd L;LG él.l@j (s
ol S

Jadhban (pl. Jadhabin):

(cnhior adls) Db

Same meaning of Jatheeb. (Refer to Jatheeb).

(i) B pdd s

Jadhma’ (pl. Jadhmawat):

(Spladr wadly) ol

End and tip of a sand dune

olgmiey b (Sl pd2g by Jodl LA S B 4l

Jidhib (pl. Jidhayib):

(bl madls) Codr

A medium highland with sand in a semi-level land.

Aggtes ad 251 3 by r Jagte pd e

Jidhibah (pl. Jidhayib ):

O

A black rocky highland of little height. It also refers to
short water streams.

S W1 Gl LSl 5l (LN L s 5 i
il W gy o

Jidhibah (pl. Jidhayib ):

(b pedly) apdo

Same meaning of Jidhib. (Refer to Jidhib).

(i) B pdd s
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Jarbah (Jarbat): (ol @4_\}) i
A rocky land. It refers to arill in valley stream. ol g2 3l e e allasy 3 sl 2
Jar‘a’ (pl. Jura’ and Jara‘awat): ((SNgle oA @’L‘)) cle >

A level sandy land, in which plants grow. It refers also to | .\ 450y o, IV RUCE PR PSR (R NOR I
some flat depressions in the sandy desert. ' ' -
el 1s and) 4gzd)

Jurf (pl. Jurdf and Jurfan): (Ory Gy pedly) 5

What floods wash away from land. Itis also said: a high | 54 ), e aley LS oY1 e dlSTy Jged 48,2 Lo
steep edge of highland or valley bank. ’ )
el gl ol Uk




