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This presentation was not shown in the debate about geographical
names authorities which took place during the 24 ICOS Congress 

(Barcelona, 5-9 September 2011). It has been added for completion of 
the information related to Spain.

Contact: mmontilla@fomento.es or mbatlle@iec.cat
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 In accordance with the Spanish Constitution approved in 1978, Spain is a 
multilingual country with one language, Spanish or Castilian, official in the 
entire state. 

 Local languages in bilingual communities (regions) are also official in 
these areas and they are:

Introducción

Galician in Galicia.

Basque (called euskera) in the Basque Country (Euskadi) and in the 
Comunidad Foral de Navarra.

Catalan in Catalonia and the Balearic Islands.

Valencian in the Comunitat Valenciana.

Aranese in Val d´Aran (Catalonia).

Catalonia has three co-official languages: Catalan – official 
language of the region of Catalonia, Spanish - official language of 
Spain and Occitan (Aranese variety) - spoken in Val d’Aran and 
official in Catalonia.
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Linguistic map of Spain
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 Spain, as a State divided into administrative autonomous regions, has 
distributed jurisdiction over geographical names.

 The Administración General 
del Estado sets the official 
name for certain geographical 
features.

Type of geographical name authority: decentralized
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 In Spain, city halls have jurisdiction over:

 Their own name (in coordination with the autonomous regional government).

 Names of their populated areas.

 Street names.

 The Instituto Geográfico Nacional sets toponyms belonging to more than 
one autonomous region, in coordination with the entities involved.

 Bilingual autonomous regions and Andalucía have a specific legislation 
for geographical names (mountains, peaks, rivers, fountains, etc.), which 
implies that they already have worked on the standardization of their 
toponyms.

These denominations are official and are registered in the state and autonomous 
registries of local entities
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 The Commission belongs to the Consejo Superior Geográfico (Geographic 
Superior Council):

The Consejo Superior Geográfico is the body  of management of the Sistema Cartográfico 
Nacional (National Cartographic System), it is a collegiate body which depends on the 
Ministerio de Fomento, exerts a consultative function and plans the geographic and 
cartographic official information (article 31 of the RD 1545/2007).

 The Commission is a body of study and proposal for the final decisions of the 
Comisión Permanente (Permanent Commission) and the Pleno (Plenary) of the 
Consejo Superior Geográfico.

Legislation related to the Commission: RD1545/2007
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 The Commission consists of people representing geographical 
names experts and authorities of:

 The Administración General del Estado
 The Instituto Geográfico Nacional
 Autonomous Regions.
 Universities.
 Academies of languages.
 Other institutions related to geographical names.

Composition
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Work cycle

 The Commission has an annual program of work that consists of 
several working groups with specific tasks such as:

 Working group for the Nomenclator Geográfico Nacional (NGN)

 Working group for the Nomenclátor Geográfico Conciso de España
(NGCE)

 Working group for the Toponymic guideline of Spain.

 When the projects are completed, they are sent to the Permanent 
Commission for their approval.
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COMISIÓN DE NOMBRES 
GEOGRÁFICOS

del CONSEJO SUPERIOR 
GEOGRÁFICO

I Jornada:

LA NORMALIZACIÓN DE LA 
TOPONIMIA EN ESPAÑA

Barcelona

19 de Diciembre de 2007

Sala de actos del Institut 
Cartogràfic de Catalunya

 The Commission meets one or twice a year in the headquarters of the 
Instituto Geográfico Nacional (Madrid) and also in other cities of Spain.

 Every 1 or 2 years it organizes a congress (Barcelona in 2007, Madrid in 
2009 and Valencia in 2010).
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 To coordinate the bodies of the State responsible for toponyms.

 To propose toponymic criteria for the elaboration of Nomenclátor Geográfico 
Nacional.

 To propose the standardization of geographical features affecting two or more 
Autonomous Regions, in coordination with the concerned bodies.

 To provide information about geographical names designations, as a consultative 
body.

 To help in the spread of standardized geographical names.

 To support research on Toponymy.

 To propose working lines according to United Nations recommendations.

 To participate in international events like UNGEGN meetings.

 To be a platform for cooperation: Open Meeting Point.

Goals of the Commission
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 According to its goals, the commission’s main lines of work are:

 To work on the standardization of toponyms.

 To promote coordination and cooperation.

 To promote the formation and research of toponymy.

 To promote and publicize toponyms in society.

 To improve the tools to use toponyms.

 To promote awareness of geographical names.

Working lines
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The Commission 
promotes and publicizes 
the use of standardized 
toponyms in society.
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http://www.fomento.gob.es/MFOM/LANG_CASTELLANO/ORGANOS_COLEGIADOS
/CSG/Comisiones/COMISION_NOMBRES_GEOGRAFICOS2.htm


