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UNGEGN Division Meeting — 9 December 2025
Summary Notes

Introduction

The UNGEGN Division meeting was convened on 9 December 2025 to review outcomes of the 2025
Session of UNGEGN, assess progress in implementing key decisions, strengthen the functioning of
divisions and working groups, and gather divisional feedback on forward work priorities. Participants
included Divisional Chairs' and the UNGEGN Expanded Bureau. The meeting’s agenda is in Annex 1. The
meeting was chaired by Mr Pierre Jaillard (France), UNGEGN Chair.

Review of the Outcomes of the 2025 Session of UNGEGN

The Chair recalled the overall theme of the 2025 Session and noted that it was substantively strong with
well-received reports and featured active engagement across its agenda. However, participation was
uneven across regions. It was noted with concern that:

e Participation from Africa was limited and regionally clustered.
e There was no participation from Melanesian, Micronesian, or Polynesian States.
e Only one Caribbean country participated.

In response, the Chair urged Divisions to reflect on barriers to participation and to support outreach and
engagement efforts ahead of the 2027 Sessions.

Updates from the Secretariat
The Secretariat provided updates on:

e Follow-up to the 2025 Session outcomes.

e Publication of the 69th edition of the UNGEGN Bulletin on the use of artificial intelligence in
geographical names standardization.

e Ongoing resource constraints affecting Secretariat response times and follow-up activities.

The Secretariat reiterated its role in supporting coordination, consolidating inputs, and facilitating
intersessional work.

Improving the Delivery of UNGEGN’s Functional Groups
The Secretariat outlined steps being taken to enhance the administrative and operational functioning of
Working Groups, including:

e Reviewing alignment between Working Group work plans and the Strategic Plan and Programme
of Work (2021-2029).

TUNGEGN Divisions: Africa Central*; Africa East; Africa South*; Africa West*; Arabic; Asia East (other than China); Asia South-East; Asia
South-West (other than Arabic); Baltic*; Celtic* China; Dutch- and German-speaking; East Central and South-East Europe; East
Mediterranean (other than Arabic)*; Eastern Europe, Northern and Central Asia; French-speaking; India; Latin America; Norden; Pacific
South-West; Portuguese-speaking; Romano-Hellenic; United Kingdom; USA/Canada. * denotes that there was no participation from the
Division at this meeting.
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o  Compiling and updating Working Group membership rolls.

o Establishing a more predictable calendar of virtual meetings.

Strategic Plan Coordinators were identified, and a coordination meeting was proposed to assess progress
across the five Strategic Plan pathways and identify priorities, gaps, and areas requiring deferral.

Task Team for Africa
The Secretariat recalled decision 2025/6 on revitalizing the Task Team for Africa and summarized recent
developments:

e Interim leadership appointments in Africa East and Africa Central Divisions.

¢ Ongoing work to re-establish divisional membership records.

e Preparation by the Bureau and the Secretariat of a position paper on the renewal of the Task Team
for Africa, to be circulated in the first quarter of 2026.

The importance of a systematic, needs-based, and phased approach to supporting African Member States
was emphasized. It was noted that a position paperis being prepared .

Strengthening of Divisions
Ms Ana de Resende (Brazil and UNGEGN Rapporteur) introduced work undertaken following decision

2025/4 on strengthening divisions. Actions to date include:

e Stocktaking of divisional membership and activity levels.

o Engagement with Member States and UN Regional Commissions to revitalize inactive divisions.

e Preparation of guidance materials, including fact sheets, draft generic terms of reference, and
draft work planning templates.

Divisions were invited to:

e Provide feedback on draft guidance materials.

o Update contact details.

e Actively participate in divisional and interdivisional meetings.

e Share reports and outcomes of divisional activities with the Secretariat.

The deadline for feedback on outstanding guidance items was set for 27 February 2026.

Implementation of Decisions
The Chair led a focused review of progress on selected decisions from the 2025 Session:

e Decision 2025/2 (Work of the Group of Experts since the 2023 session)
On the legal opinion on “resolutions” and “decisions”, the Secretariat confirmed that a request
had been submitted to the Office of Legal Affairs. A response timeline remains uncertain due to
broader Secretariat resource constraints.

e Decision 2025/8 (Geographical names data management)
Updates were provided on the concept of a universal unique identifier (UUID) for cities, which has
been endorsed by UN-GGIM and is being presented to the Statistical Commission. Member
States will be invited to contribute standardized names to the World Geographical Names
Database in 2026.



. . RN . .
United Nations @ Nations Unies

SECRETARIAT OF UNITED NATIONS GROUP
OF EXPERTS ON GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES (UNGEGN)
UN STATISTICS DIVISION
DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS
o Decision 2025/15 (Geographical names as culture, heritage and identity)
The Working Group has established terms of reference and a work plan, with broad membership
and observer participation. Continued coordination with other Working Groups was encouraged.
e Decision 2025/17 (Exonyms)
The need for further discussion to reconcile historical resolutions with contemporary practice was
reiterated, including development of guidance on registers of exonyms.
o Decision 2025/20 (Funding of capacity-building initiatives)
It was agreed that this item would be taken up in greater detail during the first Divisional Meeting of
2026.

UNGEGN / UN-GGIM Collaboration Project

The project leads (Indonesia and the United States of America) presented progress on the joint UNGEGN-
UN-GGIM collaboration on shared good practices between National Mapping Agencies and National
Names Authorities. Key points included:

e Completion of a questionnaire structured around the United Nations Integrated Geospatial
Information Framework (UN-IGIF) strategic pathways, with an added cultural dimension.

e Preparation of a final report and recommendations.

e Avrequest for divisional feedback on the draft report and recommendations by 27 February 2026.

The final report is scheduled for publication in 2026, with formal reporting to the sixteenth session of UN-
GGIM in August 2026.

Strengthening Communications and Awareness
Mr Choo (Republic of Korea and UNGEGN Vice-Chair) highlighted the need to improve communication
and awareness of UNGEGN’s work through:

e Enhanced use of digital platforms.
e Better dissemination of divisional and Working Group outputs.
e Clearer messaging to support engagement by Member States.

Divisions were encouraged to play an active role in amplifying UNGEGN communications within their
regions.

Next Steps and Forward Planning

Indicative meeting cadences were outlined for Core Bureau meetings (monthly); Expanded Bureau
meetings (quarterly); and Divisional meetings (biannual). Divisions were encouraged to plan their activities
accordingly and to maintain close coordination with the Secretariat.

In considering the need to ensure membership lists are updated, Divisional Chairs are requested to
provide a list of focal points for each country in their Division by 27 February 2026. This includes
Name, Institution, Name of Country, and Email for each Member State of their Division.

The next meeting of UNGEGN Divisions will be scheduled in due course.
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Annex 1: Meeting Agenda
Agenda as delivered:

Updates from the Secretariat (Secretariat)
Reviewing the Outcomes of the 2025 Session of UNGEGN (Mr Pierre Jaillard, France and
UNGEGN Chair)
Improving the Delivery of UNGEGN’s Functional Groups (Secretariat)
Task Team for Africa (Secretariat)
Strengthening of Divisions (Ms Ana Resende, Brazil and UNGEGN Rapporteur)
Implementation of Decisions (Pierre Jaillard):
o 2025/2 Legal Opinion on “Resolutions” and “Decisions”
o 2025/8 Geographical names data management
= Unique Identifiers for Cities
= World Geographical Names Database
o 2025/15 Recognition of geographical names as culture, heritage and identity
o 2025/17 Exonyms
UNGEGN/UN-GGIM Collaboration Project (Mr Ade Komara, Indonesia and Mr Michael Tischler,
United States of America)
Strengthening Communications and Awareness (Mr Sungjae Choo, Republic of Korea and
UNGEGN Vice Chair)



