
Meeting of the Divisions 
United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names

7:00 am Eastern/NYC

9 December 2025



Provisional Agenda
A. Reviewing the Outcomes of the 2025 Session of UNGEGN (Mr Pierre Jaillard, France and UNGEGN Chair) 

10mins

B. Updates from the Secretariat (Secretariat) 5mins

C. Improving the Delivery of UNGEGN’s Functional Groups (Secretariat) 5mins

D. Task Team for Africa (Secretariat) 5mins

E. Strengthening of Divisions (Ms Ana Resende, Brazil and UNGEGN Rapporteur) (10mins + 15mins Discussion)

F. Implementation of Decisions (Pierre Jaillard) (5 x 5mins):
i. 2025/2 Legal Opinion on “Resolutions” and “Decisions”
ii. 2025/8 Geographical names data management

i. Unique Identifiers for Cities 
ii. World Geographical Names Database

iii. 2025/15 Recognition of geographical names as culture, heritage and identity
iv. 2025/17 Exonyms
v. 2025/20 Funding of capacity-building initiatives

G. UNGEGN/UN-GGIM Collaboration Project (Mr Ade Komara, Indonesia and Mr Michael Tischler, United States 
of America) 15mins

H. Strengthening Communications and Awareness (Mr Sungjae Choo, Republic of Korea and UNGEGN Vice 
Chair) 10mins 2



The 2025 Session of UNGEGN
"Advancing geographical names standardization through inclusive, culturally-informed and evidence-based 
solutions to support sustainable development"

Participants

197
Member 
States

64
Decisions 
Adopted

20
National 
Reports

50
Divisional 
Reports

14 



Gender Breakdown

Regional Breakdown

Row Labels Male Female Total

Member States 139 70 209

Non-Member States 3 3

Observers 14 8 22

UN System 3 7 10

Grand Total 159 85 244

Region No. Participating Member States

Africa 8

Eastern Africa 4

Northern Africa 2

Southern Africa 1

Western Africa 1

Americas 7

Caribbean 1

Central America 1

Northern America 2

South America 3

Asia 23

Eastern Asia 3

South-eastern Asia 6

Southern Asia 2

Western Asia 12

Europe 24

Eastern Europe 7

Northern Europe 8

Southern Europe 4

Western Europe 5

Oceania 2

Australia and New Zealand 2

Grand Total 64© Australian Bureau of Statistics, GeoNames, Microsoft, Navinfo, Open Places, OpenStreetMap, Overture Maps Fundation, TomTom, Zenrin
Powered by Bing

At a glance geographic participation at the UNGEGN 2025 Session

Africa

Asia

Oceania

Europe

Americas

There was one 
country from the 

Caribbean 
participating in 

the 2025 Session

The designations employed and the presentation of the material on this map do not imply the expression of any opinion 
whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or 
area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

Participation from 
Africa was limited to a 
few delegations, with 
a strong regional 
cluster. There was no 

participation from 
Melanesian, 
Micronesian, or 
Polynesian states

The 2025 Session of UNGEGN
In Data
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Agenda Item

NUMBER OF INTERVENTIONS

* 20 decisions were adopted. Five decisions were 
adopted without intervention.

4

1

8

5

1 1

2

1

6 6

1

5

1

2

1

2
0

2
5

/1

2
0

2
5

/2

2
0

2
5

/3

2
0

2
5

/4

2
0

2
5

/5

2
0

2
5

/6

2
0

2
5

/7

2
0

2
5

/8

2
0

2
5

/9

2
0

2
5

/1
0

2
0

2
5

/1
1

2
0

2
5

/1
2

2
0

2
5

/1
3

2
0

2
5

/1
4

2
0

2
5

/1
5

2
0

2
5

/1
6

2
0

2
5

/1
7

2
0

2
5

/1
8

2
0

2
5

/1
9

2
0

2
5

/2
0

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1 0 1 1 1 2 1 3 1 4 1 5 1 6 1 7 1 8 1 9 2 0

DECISION NUMBER

INTERVENTIONS DURING THE REPORT 
(AGENDA ITEM 11)

In Overview: Over the course of seven meetings, a broad range of Member 
States, linguistic divisions, academic institutions, and international 
organizations actively participated in the deliberations. The sessions covered a 
variety of agenda items, with notable attention on topics under Agenda Items 4, 
5, and 8, particularly sub-items 4a, 4b, 5b, and 8c.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-----
Diverse and Frequent Engagement: The Asia East Division (other than China) 
was among the most consistently active contributors, intervening across all 
seven meetings and in multiple agenda items, especially under 5a, 5c, 8a, and 
8c. The United Kingdom Division also maintained a strong presence, intervening 
across several sessions, notably under items 4b, 5b, and 8c. Similarly, the 
Romano-Hellenic Division made numerous contributions, particularly under 
agenda item 8.
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Decision Highlights:
• 2025/2 saw the highest number of 

Member State interventions, with 
contributions from the Republic of 
Korea, the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Greece, and China.

• 2025/4 had the most diverse set of 
participants, including China, Islamic 
Republic of Iran, Republic of Korea, 
India, Algeria, Morocco, and the Chair.

• 2025/14 was another key item with 
high engagement, featuring 
interventions by Islamic Republic of 
Iran, the Chair, Singapore, New Zealand, 
Greece, and the Republic of Korea.

The 2025 Session of UNGEGN
In Data



Updates: Fifteenth Session of UN-GGIM
The Committee:

(a) Welcomed the report of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names (UNGEGN) 
and the outcomes of its 2025 session, including its efforts to advance the standardization of 
geographical names and implement its 2021–2029 Strategic Plan and Programme of Work; 

(b) Acknowledged the progress of the collaborative project between the Committee and the Group 
of Experts, commended the leadership of Indonesia and the United States of America to develop 
“Good Practices of National Mapping Agencies and National Geographical Names Authorities”, 
and recognized the need continued efforts to enhance collaboration and coherence between 
National Geospatial Information Agencies and National Name Authorities; 

(c) Endorsed decision 2025/8 of the Group of Experts regarding the concept of the Universal Unique 
Identifier for Cities and encouraged national contributions to the World Geographical Names 
Database, recognizing these as critical elements for enhancing interoperability and the integration 
of geographical names at the global and local levels;

(d) Noted the important role of geographical names in supporting sustainable development and 
inclusive, evidence-based decision-making; and in this context reiterated the importance of 
implementing the ‘geographical names’ data theme of the Global Fundamental Geospatial Data 
Theme to be in alignment with prevailing UNGEGN standards and guidelines, including those 
related to cultural heritage, indigenous and linguistic diversity; and,

(e) Encouraged the continued collaboration between the Committee of Experts and the Group of 
Experts, including with the geographical and linguistic divisions of the Group of Experts and 
working groups to support the standardization of geographical names

22 Interventions from: Brazil, Algeria, 
Türkiye, Saudi Arabia, Colombia, Argentina 
(also on behalf of: UN-GGIM: Americas), 
Ecuador, Sweden, United States of 
America, India, Belgium, Indonesia, Chile, 
Iceland, Jamaica, Burkina Faso (on behalf 
of: UN-GGIM: Africa), Uruguay, Mexico, 
Burundi, Guyana, Kazakhstan, Pan 
American Institute of Geography and 
History (PAIGH)



69th Edition of the UNGEGN Bulletin

• “ he use of artificial intelligence in the 
standardization of geographical names”

• Published in December 2025

70th Edition of the UNGEGN Bulletin

• “Th      d  d z         G  g  ph     N     
          g  g     d g  g  ph     g    ”

• Timeline:

• Suggested call-for-submissions on 1 November 
2025 to 15 December 2025 (to enable outcomes 
of the Divisions Coordination Meeting to be 
considered)

• Including retrospective from Stefan Schweinfest

Updates: Bulletin



UNGEGN

Mandate

Membership 
& Leadership

Terms of 
Reference & 

Work Plan

Activities

Consultation 
and 

Consensus

Deliver 
Mandate

Enhancing the Administrative Arrangements of Working Groups
Present UNGEGN Architecture

UNGEGN/UN-GGIM Collaboration Project
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UNGEGN/UN-GGIM Collaboration Project
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TBC
UNGEGN Working Groups Core Bureau Interlinkages

Cultural Heritage Wendy

Exonyms Pierre

Geographical Names Data 

Management
Majdi

Toponymic Terminology Sungjae

Romanization Systems Pierre

Funding and Training 

Courses in Toponymy
Ana

Enhancing the Administrative Arrangements of Working Groups



Reviewing alignment between the UNGEGN Strategic Plan and 
the individual Work Plans of the Working Groups
Delivering on the Strategic Plan and Programme of Work + Mandated Activities

UNGEGN Working 

Groups

Core Bureau    

Focal Point
Terms of Reference Work Plan Membership Lists

Meeting Schedule

(at least next meeting)

Cultural Heritage Wendy (NZ) 23 February 26

Exonyms Pierre (FRA) 16 December 25

Geographical Names 

Data Management
Majdi (SA) TBA January 26

Toponymic 

Terminology
Sungjae (RoK) TBA Q1 2026

Romanization 

Systems
Pierre (FRA) TBA Q1 2026

Funding and Training 

Courses in Toponymy
Ana (Brazil) TBA January 26

UNGEGN/UN-GGIM 

Collaboration Project

Key

Agreed

In Review

In Process

Not Started

N/A



UNGEGN

Mandate 
(Decisions 

and 
Resolutions)

Membership 
& Leadership

Terms of 
Reference & 

Work Plan

Activities

Consultation 
and 

Consensus

Deliver 
Mandate

Reviewing alignment between the UNGEGN Strategic Plan and the 
individual Work Plans of the Working Groups

• The Secretariat is guided by the report on the 
“Implementation of 51 action items of the Strategic Plan 
and Programme of Work 2021-2029” 
(GEGN.2/2025/161/CRP.161/Add.1), the Strategic Plan 
and Programme of Work 2021-2029.

• In this regard, the Secretariat is compiling Membership 
Rolls and work plans (if existing) for each of the 
Working Groups and is seeking to participate in (and 
establish) a calendar of virtual meetings for Working 
Groups

• In discussion with the Vice Chair (Sungjae), it has been 
agreed to bring together Strategic Plan Coordinators on 
22 September. 

• Strategy 1 - Pier-Giorgio

• Strategy 2 - Majdi

• Strategy 3 - Sungjae

• Strategy 4 - Emily & Rafe 

• Strategy 5 - Peder

• Identify progress on each element of the Strategic Plan 
and how to prioritize/defer action

Working Groups and Substantive Programme



Task Team for Africa

In its decision 2025/  of the 2025 Session “Revitalizing 
the tas  team for  frica”, the Group of Experts: 
• Heard interventions by experts from African 

countries regarding the challenges faced in 
standardizing geographical names in their countries; 

• Welcomed the convening of the meeting of the 
Bureau and African Member States, and took note of 
their geographical names standardization policies, 
and the organizational and technical challenges that 
needed to be addressed; 

• Agreed to adopt a systematic approach to support 
the African Member States, including identifying and 
prioritizing needs, grouping them by time span and 
working on actionable items step by step

• Requested the Bureau and the Working Group on 
Funding and Training Courses in Toponymy, with the 
support of the Secretariat, to revitalize the Task 
Team for Africa in liaison with the Economic 
Commission for Africa, including the establishment 
of new leadership, as the convenorship had 
remained vacant since the 2023 session. 

Next Steps

• Africa East (Kenya) and Africa Central 
(Cameroon) have recently received new 
interim Chairs, pending formal appointment 
by virtual meetings of their Division.

• The Secretariat is working to (re)establish 
Membership records for the Divisions 

• Other Divisions (Africa South and Africa 
West) are in a working progress.

• A position paper on the renewal of the Task 
Team for Africa is being produced and will be 
circulated in Q1 2026.



Revitalizing the Divisions

Bureau Agreed Actions

• Encouraged Member States to participate in 
divisional activities and to revitalize inactive 
divisions

• Conduct stocktaking of Divisional Membership 
to establish operational and presently inactive 
divisions

• Work to revitalize divisions through engagement 
with Member States and UN Regional 
Commissions

• “Deferred for reworking and resubmission at the 
2027 session the guidelines for the creation and 
dissolution of divisions proposed in the report of the 
Bureau and the Secretariat”

• Chair and Secretariat to foster consultation 
amongst the Divisions and Expanded Bureau, 
refine guidelines in advance of the November 
2025 meeting.

Decision 2025/4

Work of the Group of Experts since the 2023 session

a) Took note of the report of the Bureau and the Secretariat, the reports submitted by 

divisions and the reports on national and international meetings and conferences; 

b) Requested the Bureau to continue convening biannual virtual meetings with the 

Divisional Chairs to foster coordination, to facilitate the communication between 

the Bureau and divisions, to facilitate the development and provision by the Bureau 

of common tools to support the work of the divisions, and to encourage the active 

participation of divisions in the implementation of the strategic plan and 

programme of work 2021–2029;

c) Encouraged Member States to participate in divisional activities and to revitalize 

inactive divisions;

d) Deferred for reworking and resubmission at the 2027 session the guidelines for 

the creation and dissolution of divisions proposed in the report of the Bureau and 

the Secretariat;

e) Took note of the adoption in 2024 of a strategic plan for the Arabic Division and a 

number of related decisions and recommendations, consistent with the Group of 

Experts strategic plan and programme of work 2021–2029.

Decision 2025/4 – Strengthening of the divisions of the Group of Experts



Revitalizing the Divisions

Work so far

• ‘Revitalizing Divisions of UNGEGN’ 

• Encourages Member States to participate in divisional activities and to revitalize inactive divisions

• Continue stocktaking of Divisional Membership to establish operational and presently inactive divisions

• Work to revitalize divisions through engagement with Member States and UN Regional Commissions

• Chair and Secretariat have sought to foster consultation amongst the Divisions and Expanded Bureau, 
refine guidelines in advance of this meeting.

• For the Working Groups of UNGEGN:

• As we work to (re)establish Membership Lists of each Working Group, the Secretariat is also 
undertaking a re-establishment of the Membership lists of each of the Divisions.

• This provides another communication channel for Working Groups, both in terms of galvanizing 
support, but also for capturing Member State perspectives and input. 

Decision 2025/4 – Strengthening of the divisions of the Group of Experts



Revitalizing the Divisions
Decision 2025/4 – Strengthening of the divisions of the Group of Experts

Division Status Next Meeting Notes Website
Africa Central Revitalization 9 January 2026 - Virtual Interim Chair identified

Africa East Revitalization Q1 2026 – Virtual Interim Chair identified
Africa South Dormant / Unknown Need to recompose
Africa West Dormant / Unknown Need to recompose

Arabic Active https://adegn.org  
Asia East  (other than China) Active

Asia South-East Active
Asia South-West  (other than Arabic) Dormant / Unknown Contact needs to be established

Baltic Active Contact needs to be established http://www.eki.ee/knn/ungegn/index.htm  
Celtic Dormant / Unknown Seemingly dormant. Secretariat 

has contacted Ireland.
China Active

Dutch- and German-speaking Active 12-13 October 2026 in-person https://www.stagn.de/DE/3_DGSD/ 
Aufgaben_DGSD_ENG/aufgaben_node.html

East Central and South-East Europe Active http://ecseed.zrc-sazu.si/ 
East Mediterranean  (other than Arabic) Dormant / Unknown Contact needs to be established

Eastern Europe, Northern and Central Asia Active 6 - 9 October 2026 - in-person
French-speaking Active https://toponymiefrancophone.org/divfranco 

India Active
Latin America Active https://www.genung-dal.org.mx/ 

Norden Active http://norden.nfi.ku.dk/ 
Pacific South-West Revitalization Interim Chair identified. Contact 

details being established
Portuguese-Speaking Active https://dplpng.ibge.gov.br/

Romano-Hellenic Active 3-5 June 2026 – in-person https://www.igmi.org/en/toponomastica
United Kingdom Revitalization Q1 2026 – Virtual Ne  division name “ nglophone 

 ari  ean and United  ingdom” 
proposed.

USA/Canada Active

https://adegn.org/
http://www.eki.ee/knn/ungegn/index.htm
https://www.stagn.de/DE/3_DGSD/
https://www.stagn.de/DE/3_DGSD/Aufgaben_DGSD_ENG/aufgaben_node.html
https://www.stagn.de/DE/3_DGSD/Aufgaben_DGSD_ENG/aufgaben_node.html
http://ecseed.zrc-sazu.si/
http://ecseed.zrc-sazu.si/
http://ecseed.zrc-sazu.si/
https://toponymiefrancophone.org/divfranco
https://www.genung-dal.org.mx/
https://www.genung-dal.org.mx/
https://www.genung-dal.org.mx/
http://norden.nfi.ku.dk/
https://dplpng.ibge.gov.br/
https://www.igmi.org/en/toponomastica


Revitalizing the Divisions

Looking forward

DOCUMENT - > Revitalizing Divisions of UNGEGN

Revitalization of Divisions
• Supporting the transformation of Divisions, including 

inventorying Member State composition and participation

• Guidance on the creation and dissolution of divisions

• Guidance for Divisional Chairs

Resources shared:
• Published: Fact Sheets on UNGEGN and Divisions†

• Under development: ‘generic’ terms of reference, work plans*, 
organization and operational guidance*

Our needs
• Active participation in Division activities

• Review and provide input on guidance materials 
advanced by the Bureau

• Urge active participation in your Divisional 
meetings, and communicate this importance to 
your peers in other countries 

• Provide/update your contact details to enable 
information to be shared appropriately

• Share your vision for UNGEGN with the Bureau and 
Secretariat

• Communicate your activities to the Secretariat, 
including reports and outcomes of Divisional 
meetings

• Participate in UNGEGN’s functional groups, 
through sharing and discussing outputs within 
your Division

Decision 2025/4 – Strengthening of the divisions of the Group of Experts

We seek your feedback on outstanding items 
Deadline: 31 January 2026.



Sharing of Experiences



Implementation of Decisions

• 2025/2 Legal Opinion on “Resolutions” and “Decisions”
• 2025/8 Geographical names data management
• 2025/15 Recognition of geographical names as culture, heritage and identity
• 2025/17 Exonyms
• 2025/20 Funding of capacity-building initiatives (to be discussed in the first Divisional Meeting of 2026)

Updates on the UNGEGN Work Programme



Implementation of Decisions

Forward Actions

• We are awaiting a response from OLA, 
following the issuance of a letter after the 
2025 Session. 

• A response time is to be established, but due 
to the present resourcing challenges across 
the Secretariat, this is expected to be longer 
than would ordinarily expected.

Decided to request a legal opinion from the Office of Legal Affairs of the Secretariat 

on the following questions:

i. Is it in line with the rules of procedure of the Economic and Social Council and of the 

Group of Experts to describe the outcomes and conclusions of the Group of Experts 

as “decisions” and “resolutions”, using the term “resolutions” for those outcomes of 

the Group of Experts that do not require the Council’s final approval?

ii. If the above-mentioned terminology is not in line with the rules of procedure of the 

Group of Experts, what would be the correct denomination of conclusions of the 

Group of Experts, namely, those transmitted to the Council and those not transmitted 

to the Council?

iii. What is the legal status of the decisions and resolutions of the Group of Experts, 

whether endorsed by the Council or not, with regard to the 211 resolutions of the 

eleven United Nations Conferences on the Standardization of Geographical Names 

(held until 2017) and the decisions and recommendations adopted by the Group of 

Experts since 2019. Under what procedure(s) and condition(s) can the Group of 

Experts amend or repeal decisions and resolutions of the old body or the new Group 

of Experts, explicitly or implicitly? 

Decision 2025/2 “Decisions, Resolutions, and Recommendations”



Implementation of Decisions

Forward Actions

• The Secretariat will invite Member States to 
contribute their geographical names to the 
World Geographical Names Database in the 
second quarter of 2026.

• The Concept of a UUID for Cities was 
endorsed by UN-GGIM and is being presented 
to the Statistical Commission for its 
endorsement in March 2026.

(c) Acknowledged the importance of the integration of unique identifiers 

and cross-referencing systems for evidence-based standardization, the 

usage of artificial intelligence, mobile applications and the exploration of 

how digital platforms could serve multiple user groups; 

(d) Appreciated the redevelopment of the World Geographical Names 

Database  […]

(e) Requested Member States to provide standardized geographical names 

to the Secretariat to ensure that the Database is operationalized as a 

practical mechanism for implementing the global fundamental geospatial 

data theme “Geographical names” for  em er States and the United 

Nations system;

(f) Urged Member States to mobilize resources to support the development 

of capacity across all Member States  […]

(g) Adopted the concept for a universal unique identifier for cities as 

detailed in the document on the development of a globally unique identifier 

for cities and requested the Statistics Division to implement the concept 

within the Database as a consistent and reliable unique identifier for cities.

Decision 2025/8 “Geographical names data management”



City

Sub-National

National M49

ISO3

Second 
Administrative 

Level Boundaries 
(SALB)

Proposed UUID

Degree of 
Urbanisation 
(DEGURBA)

Statistical Grids

A UUID for cities

At the national level, several statistical 
classifications exist to enable the integration and 
interoperability of data – such as M49 or ISO3. 
Sub-nationally there are several globally 
recognized ‘geographies’ (S L , DEGUR  , or 
grids) for the dissemination of statistical data.

Within the monitoring and reporting frameworks 
for global agendas such as the SDGs and the New 
Urban Agenda, these technologies are deeply 
entrenched in the data needs, with at least seven 
(7) of SDG 11 indicators requiring some form of 
spatial data collection and analysis at 
local/urban level. Yet, there is no globally 
sustainable and consistent identifier for cities.

Thus, to support sustainable and consistent data 
integration and interoperability across a variety of 
use cases, including SDG localization and 
fostering better aggregation and disaggregation of 
data (in all forms, not just SDG indicators) 
UNGEGN is working to establish a UUID for the 
‘city’, aligned  ith prevailing definitions (from UN-
Habitat and country provided data).



2025/15 Recognition of geographical names as culture, heritage and identity
Working Group for Geographical Names as Cultural Heritage 
Co-convenors: Emily Lethbridge (Iceland), Rafe Benli (Australia) 

• Growing steadily since NYC 2025 session
• Strong participation from some divisions, less 

from others 
Membership

• Full quarterly online WG meetings; post-meeting  
circulation of recordings, notes + slides

• Focus group meetings (Indigenous GNs/Canada; 
Commercial and Commemorative naming/Zambia 
& Australia) 

Meetings

• Building up general awareness and participation
• Global Survey on GN as CH 2025 – data analysis    
• Gathering information & ideas; guideline-drafting; 
• In-person/hybrid meeting (together with 

Exonyms), Austria, 14-17th October 2026 

Activities 

Membership rolls

Member States: Argentina, 
Australia, Austria, Belgium, 
Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, 

Canada, Denmark, Estonia, 
Finland, France, Germany, 

Greece, Hungary, Iceland, India, 
Japan, Latvia, Netherlands,  

New Zealand, Norway, Republic 
of Korea, South Africa, Sweden, 
United Kingdom (PCGN, Wales), 

United States, Zambia, 
Zimbabwe 

Observers: Google maps

Contact: emily.lethbridge@arnastofnun.is  --o--  rafe.benli@transport.vic.gov.au 



Implementation of Decisions

Forward Actions

• A ToR and Work Plan have been developed to support WG 
administration. Documents were developed by a drafting team 
composed of: Alexandros Stavropoulos (Greece), Peder Jordan 
(Austria), Kohei Watanabe (Japan), Pierre Jaillard (France), and the 
Secretariat.

• Joint Meeting with the WG on Geographical Names as Cultural 
Heritage planned for 28 September to 2 October 2026.

• Work Plan 
• Work Package 1: Promote and raise awareness of Exonyms 

and their role, highlighting both positive and negative 
aspects, and their relationship with Endonyms. This includes 
discussing their current practice/usage + future role(s) 

• Work Package 2: Reconcile the various existing resolutions 
on exonyms, acknowledging the inconsistencies and 
complexities between UNGEGN’s historical mandates and 
the established practices of the geolinguistic community. 
Guided by a recognition of these challenges and aim to 
bridge conceptual and practical gaps where feasible, while 
also identifying the various Exonym types and characteristics 

• Work Package 3: Develop guidance for countries when 
establishing registers of exonyms.

Decision 2025/17

Exonyms

a) Took note of the reports and appreciated the work on exonyms 

conducted in the framework of the Group of Experts;

b) Reaffirmed its decision 2/2021/12, as well as its decision 3/2023/16, 

in which it was stated that there was a need to issue a 

recommendation that reconciles the resolutions of the United Nations 

Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names on 

exonyms and its acknowledgement of exonyms as part of cultural 

heritage; and appreciated the work and deliberations conducted by the 

experts of an increasing number of countries since 2021 towards 

achieving this;

c) Agreed that further discussion on the matter remains necessary to 

fulfil the need as described in decision 3/2023/16;

d) Encouraged experts to consider the previous work of the Working 

Group on Exonyms and to take into account the concepts, as well as 

the various concerns, that were addressed in the process of preparing 

the draft resolution on exonyms and cultural heritage.

Decision 2025/17 – Exonyms



Collaboration Project 
UN-GGIM - UNGEGN
Shared Good Practices Between 
National Mapping Agencies (NMA) and National Names Authorities (NNA)

Dr. Michael Tischler & Dr. Ade Komara Mulyana
UNGEGN Division Meeting

December 9, 2025



Joint Collaborative Project: 
Background and Purpose

Through joint support from UN-GGIM and UNGEGN, goal is preparation of a compendium of institutional arrangement on 
shared good practices between national mapping agencies and national geographical names authorities.



Capturing best practices

Joint collaborative project team 
designed a questionnaire
● Organized according to 9 IGIF Strategic 

Pathways to provide alignment to UN-GGIM
●  dded “ ultural” as an additional category to 

understand practices for preserving and 
promoting cultural values through 
geographical names.

● Emphasizing ease-of-response and 
contribution to end goal of report

● Distributed to all UNGGIM/UNGEGN member 
countries

● Analyzed results and summarize into report



Questionnaire 
start date

Questionnaire 
end date

4 March 2025 30 April 2025

Total of Responses

73 responses*

from 62 member states

Collaboration Project’s Recap (1)

* The questionnaire was completed by NNA and NMA representatives in each member 
state. When both entities were within one organization, a single joint response was 
submitted; when separate, at least two responses were provided. In countries without 
an NNA or NMA, the responsible naming or mapping organization completed the 
questionnaire.



Collaboration Project’s Recap (2)
Progress Report

14th Session of the UN-GGIM
9 August 2024

2025 Session of the UNGEGN
28 April 2025

15th Session of the UN-GGIM
8 August 2025

Regular Meetings by the Joint Expert Group



Recommendations (1)
Governance and 

Institutional Arrangements
Policy and Legal Frameworks

Encouraged to establish or reinforce formal legal 
instruments, policies, or Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoUs) that explicitly define the 
roles, responsibilities, and collaborative obligations 
of NMAs and NNAs.

Promote the development and continuous review 
of modern, enforceable legal frameworks for NMA 
and NNA collaboration and data governance.

Implement joint NMA and NNA steering 
committees or working groups at both strategic 
and operational levels.

Develop and disseminate best practices for 
meaningful and equitable engagement with 
Indigenous groups in geographical naming and 
mapping.

Prioritize support for countries currently lacking 
any formal NMA and NNA relationship.



Recommendations (2)
Financial Data 

Advocate for the allocation of dedicated, 
sustainable funding for NMA and NMA/NNA 
collaborative projects within national budgets.

Prioritize the development and adoption of 
common national data models and exchange 
formats for geographical names and geospatial 
features.

Explore and secure diverse funding sources for 
collaborative efforts, including national government 
appropriations, international development grants, 
and public-private partnerships.

Establish joint data quality assurance frameworks 
that encompass both spatial accuracy and 
toponymic consistency.

Should actively advocate for the elevation of 
geographical naming as a distinct, strategic national 
function.

Encourage national authorities to engage more 
actively with private sector mapping providers.



Recommendations (3)
Innovation Standards

Foster joint research and development initiatives 
between NMAs and NNAs to explore innovative 
technologies  that can enhance efficiency and 
accuracy in both mapping and naming processes.

Ensure the consistent application of national and 
international geographical naming standards 
(UNGEGN resolutions, ISO standards) across all 
NMA and NNA operations, including their integration 
into metadata standards for geospatial datasets.

Encourage the co-development and adoption of 
shared technological platforms, such as 
integrated gazetteers and web mapping services, to 
streamline workflows and improve data 
dissemination.

Address the challenges in implementing and 
adhering to standards by providing targeted 
training, developing user-friendly guidelines, and 
fostering a culture of commitment to 
standardization.



Recommendations (4)
Partnerships Capacity Building and 

Education
Communication and 

Engagement

Promote cross-sector representation 
on key advisory boards or decision-
making bodies of both NMAs and NNAs 
to foster a shared understanding of 
mandates and priorities.

Implement joint capacity-building 
programs and workshops that 
address the interdisciplinary needs of 
NMA and NNA personnel.

Develop and implement integrated 
public consultation platforms for 
geographical names that are jointly 
managed by NMAs and NNAs.

Encourage the development and 
formalization of Public-Private 
Partnership (PPP) frameworks for 
geospatial and geographical naming 
activities, with clear guidelines on data 
governance, security, and intellectual 
property.

Facilitate personnel exchanges or 
secondments between NMAs and 
NNAs to foster cross-agency 
understanding and build shared 
expertise.

Strengthen public consultation and 
feedback mechanisms for both 
mapping and naming activities. 



Report to UNGEGN & UN-GGIM
The progress report was 

conveyed at 2025 session of 
UNGEGN in UNHQ, 

New York

(GEGN.2/2025/143/CRP.143; Under 
Agenda item #6a: . Relationships, links 

and connections: Committee of Experts 
on Global Geospatial Information 

Management)

The report was conveyed at 15th session of 
UN-GGIM in UNHQ, New York

(Under Agenda item #16: Standardization of 
geographical names and collaboration with the United 

Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names)

The introduction of the 
project was conveyed at 14th 
session of UN-GGIM in UNHQ, 
New York

(Under Agenda item #16: 
Collaboration with the United 
Nations Group of Experts on 
Geographical Name)

1 2

3



Planned Next Steps (Further Schedule)
UNGEGN Division 

Meeting: 
- The Chairs presented the 

current progress of the 
final report

- The Joint Committee 
requested the member 
states to provide 
feedback on the final 
report and the 
recommendation 
documents

9 December 2025 1 - 28 
February  2026

Documents 
finalization by the 

project team

1 April 2026

Final Documents 
Publication

9 December 
2025 - 
31 January 2026

the feedback response 
period for Member 

States on the final report 
and the 

recommendation 
documents

1 - 31
March 2026

Documents 
finalization by the 

UNGEGN 
Secretariat

5-7
August 2026

Final Reporting to 
the 16th Session of 

UN-GGIM



Request for Feedback

To improve the final documents, we kindly request Divisional review of 
the final documents, which consist of:

a. Final Report, accessible at: https://toponim.id/2025/FinalReport  
b. Recommendations, accessible at: 

https://toponim.id/2025/FinalRecommendations  

Please submit your written review via email to nna.ina@big.go.id and 
geoinfo_unsd@un.org, and please copy the email to 
nna.ina.big@gmail.com no later than 31 January 2026.

Your input is greatly appreciated. Thank you!

https://toponim.id/2025/FinalReport
https://toponim.id/2025/FinalRecommendations
mailto:nna-ina@big.go.id
mailto:geoinfo_unsd@un.org
mailto:nna.ina.big@gmail.com


Update on the 2021–2029 Strategic Plan and 
Programme of Work
Decision 2025/3 Implementation of the United Nations Group of Experts on 
Geographical Names strategic plan and programme of work 2021–2029

d. Encouraged the Bureau, working groups, 
coordinators, divisions and Member States to 
contribute to the ongoing implementation of the 
strategic plan and programme of work;

e. Decided to begin analyzing the current strategic 
plan and programme of work to inform the 
development of the next strategic plan and 
programme of work for discussion at the 2027 
session.

Current Status   CRP.161  Bulletin 69 (Nov 2025)

• Halfway point: 4 yrs passed in the planning period.

• Notable advancements in some action items; others 
show limited performance and require amendments 
or deletion.

• Challenges: Facing resources constraints, weakened 
awareness, and low prioritization.

Forward Actions

• Monitor: oversee all 51 action items
• Identify further steps and measures to motivate 

responsible actors, including divisions and 
Member States, to advance each action item.

• Propose changes: Suggest necessary amendments 
or deletions (completed, no further action 
requested, or no further progress expected).

• Set principles for amendments and deletions.

• Design the 2nd Strategic Plan
• Initiate the planning process by organizing a task 

team.
• Evaluate the 1st Strategic Plan.
• Conduct a SWOT analysis.
• Define objectives, strategies, and action items.
• Propose a timeline extending to 2029. 
• Active involvement from divisions is highly 

encouraged.

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/ungegn/sessions/4th_session_2025/documents/GEGN.2_2025_161_CRP161_item3c.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/ungegn/pubs/Bulletin/UNGEGN_bulletin_no._69.pdf


Divisions’ input suggested for each action item (1)
Second Meeting of the Bureau and Division Chairs (9 Dec 2022)

Action 
item Content          ’   pu 

1-iii-9 Organize workshops on innovative research 
and/or technical issues

Divisions could propose topics and provide input

2-i-3 Work with UNECA ... to increase national 
standardization, re-activate the Gaborone Action 
Plan, re-activate Africa GeoNyms project

Although this requires Bureau leadership, 
Divisions in Africa should be encouraged to 
actively participate in the re-activation

2-i-4 Explore links with UNESCO to Cooperate in 
recognition of the International Decade of 
Indigenous Languages (IDIL), 2022-2032

Division chairs could determine whether any 
Member States have plans for recognition.

2-iii-7 Encourage collaboration with academia to ensure 

continued availability of expertise in fields required 

to strengthen geographical names standardization

Where Division chairs or key persons are from 

academia, this could be taken in hand.

2-iii-9 Establish cooperation with sub-groups/ initiatives of 

UN-GGIM to help create or enhance national 

standardization of geographical names worldwide

As a workshop was organized with CARIGEO, this 

could be repeated with other divisional areas

3-iii-7 Review functions and operations of …. Divisions and 

consider any changes with organizational structure 

of UNGEGN

Some Divisional chairs could be invited to participate 

in any discussion of organizational structure of 

UNGEGN



Divisions’ input suggested for each action item (2)
Second Meeting of the Bureau and Division Chairs (9 Dec 2022)

Action 
item Content          ’   pu 

3-iii-9 Encourage Division Chairs to share and develop 
ideas of linking and cooperating with each other

In Division reports, projects and cooperative 
ventures should be presented

3-iv-12 Elaborate measures to increase the number of 
Member States that have functioning authorities 
for geographical names standardization

Chairs of Divisions where countries are inactive in 
geonames standardization should be actively 
giving encouragement. 

4-ii-7 Encourage presentations and discussion relevant 
to key cultural aspects of naming/renaming

Division chairs could be in a good position to 
propose such presentations

5-i-1 Develop plans for awareness raising and increase 
promotion of geographical names standardization

Divisions/their chairs could well be included in 
developing such plans

5-ii-4 Ensuring relevance, development and 
dissemination of UNGEGN Bulletin

Divisions could suggest topics for the UNGEGN 
Bulletin – themes that interest their Division to 
make contributions

5-iii-5 Toponymy training – 3. implement online courses 
and workshops on specific topics for training 
relevant to national geographical names 
standardization

Divisions should be encouraged to put forward 
their needs and topics for such courses and 
workshops



Looking forward

Core Bureau
1-Month Cadence (alternating timezones)

• Mon 28 Aug 5pm Eastern

• Fri 31 Oct 7am Eastern 

• Mon 15 Dec  5pm Eastern 

Expanded Bureau
3-Month Cadence (alternating timezones)
• Mon 30 June 5pm Eastern
• Fri 26 Sep  7am Eastern
• Mon 12 Jan 5pm Eastern
• Fri 24 Apr 2026 7am Eastern

Our Working Tempo (Next meetings, Structure of Future Meetings)

Divisional Meeting
6-Month Cadence

• Tues 9 Dec 7am Eastern

• Fri 29 May 2026 7am Eastern



AOB
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