
Toponym gazetteer system of our 

country's new address system of the 

Republic of Korea

Young-Hoon Kim, Ph.D. 

Department of Geography Education

Korea National University of Korea

Cheongju, Republic of Korea

E-mail: gis@knue.ac.kr, gisknue@gmail.com

WG on TDFG, 10.12. 2018, Brussles, Belgium 1

mailto:gis@knue.ac.kr


Contents

ÅBackgrounds

ÅIntroducing óa new address system of Koreaô

ÅLand-lot/land parcel name Ą road and street name

ÅToponym gazetteer in the new address system

ÅMapping of geographical names of road name system

ÅConclusions

WG on TDFG, 10.12. 2018, Brussles, Belgium 2



Backgrounds

ÅGeographical names (toponyms, place name) are a signpost to 
the past (Gelling, 1988), and have been a major source for 
studying the historical and cultural heritages

ÅNew address system, which is based on the names of streets 
and roads, took full effect starting Jan. 1 2014 

ÅIt has replaced land lot number based address that were used for 
almost one hundreds years. 

ÅToponym database is also serviced in the new address system

ÅIt contributes advancements in toponymical studies and spatial 
science

ÅIt enables to exam spatial patters of toponyms and their spatial 
geographical association with other features
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Address and geographical name:
Old address system and new address system in ROK

Old address system

ÅLand-lot boundary

ÅLand-lot name

Å-dong as sub-municipal level 

division

New address system

ÅRoad network

Å-daero (8 lanes), -ro (2~7 lanes), 

-gil (~ 2 lanes)

ÅRoad name

ÅExisting land-lot, historical, 

administrative,  etc
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Road Address System - Introduction
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Examples of road naming in the new 

address system
ÅPrinciple 1 ïñAll the roads and streets are assigned 

identifying geographical names.ò

ÅPrinciple 2 - The road name, mainly ïdaero (over 8 lanes) 

and ïro (2~7 lanes), are to be named after a feature in the 

area 

ÅSuch as, ideally, é

ÅDaehak-Ro ( , , University Street) near a 

university( , )

ÅSagik-ro ( , , Sagik Street) which lies in Sajik-

dong after the neighborhood (dong) where they lie
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English notation of Road Name Address
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Database structure of the new address system 

of Korea and road name data files
ÅThe new road name address system has been integrating with 

GIS

ÅFour main database schema related to road name ïboundary 
(polygon), building (point, polygon), road (line), district (polygon)

Å11 layers of 4 main schema 

Å4 layers for boundary, 3 layers for building, 3 layers for road, 1 layer for 
district

ÅToponym fieldname is included in the road layers 

ÅRoad name field (Korean and English)

ÅNaming reason field: notated with 10 categories on the roads -daero
(Boulevard), - ro(Street), -gil(Road) 
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Naming reason field notated with 10 categories 
- Data file structure related to toponym of roads in the new address system
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An example of toponymic data structure ï

a GIS attribute table 
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Road network, Cheongju-city, Chungcheongbuk-

do, ROK
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Road name classification 
ïbroad categories and sub-types

ÅFour broad categories
ÅHuman geographical name

ÅPhysical geographical name

ÅAdministrative name

ÅOthers 

ÅSix sub-types
ÅHistorical aspects

ÅTopographical features

ÅCurrent administrative 
names

ÅLandscape and landmark

ÅOther sites

ÅOther miscellaneous 

ÅToponym classification of 
the new address system
ÅFour categories according to 

the National Atlas of Korea 
(2007) and national gazetteer 
of Korea

ÅSix sub-types by ten 
guidelines by Dept. of Interior 
of Korea

ÅSpatial distribution and 
pattern of the geographical 
names 
ÅMapping of specific toponyms 

and exploration of the 
concentration
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A map of four categories of the road 

names by óNational Gazetteer of Koreaô
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A map of six sub-types of the road names
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Daero (Blvd.) and Ro (Street)
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Spatial density map 
ï4 toponym categories by óNational Gazetteer of Koreaô
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