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UN World Data Forum Webinar

Visualizing Progress Towards the SDGs
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Making progress visible

“Our job is to set the stage 

to help users get to know the data in front of them 

to the point they can formulate and respond questions

that help them achieve their goals”

Nathan Yau
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Vision

To make more and better data open, accessible, and 

used to the fullest extent possible in improving 

people’s lives
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The data revolution for sustainable development is here

• Today’s technology makes huge amounts of SDG data widely and easily 

accessible

• But data does not have much value in its raw state

• To support effective policy and decision making, what matters are the insights that 

people derive from it
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Seeing is believing

• Data is much easier to grasp on a visual space Luis Gonzalez Morales
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Visualization is about finding relationships in data

• Good data visualizations help user identify trends, patterns, and outliers that are 

not evident from the raw data

• Letting the users’ brains find the patterns

• Understanding changes over time

• Identifying sub-groups within a population

• Discovering patterns over geographic regions

• Finding correlation and plausible causation
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2 types of visualization tools

• Exploratory

• Help us quickly generate multiple views on the same dataset in order to 

discover significant, meaningful patterns in the data 

• Explanatory

• Help highlight what we’ve already discovered about the data and to 

communicate specific insights to a target audience
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Context

• Data visualization is not just about chart and graph design—it also requires 

explaining the story behind the data

• A standalone chart is not enough to present information to an audience

• The way we design our visualizations will affect how users interpret the underlying 

information
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Data quality first

• We need to know our source material to build a good visualization

• Only after we know that the data is accurate and reliable, we can move on to story 

telling and visual representation

• Data checking and verification is one of the most important parts of graph design
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Infographics: combining text, pictures and data visualizations

“Converting complex bodies of knowledge 

into visual form is a high art.”

Sandra Rendgen
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Some examples …
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https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2019/storymap/


https://country-profiles-95uju20wp.now.sh/col


Today’s national statistical systems are shifting 
towards a platform model of value creation
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Modern data visualization platforms

• Interactive engagement with all SDG data stakeholders

• Leveraging web-based technologies to help users

• Discover

• Access

• Explore

• Share

• Use

Luis Gonzalez Morales



Statistics Division

Collaborative data visualization

• Bringing together ideas 

contributed by many 

independent participants
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http://unstats-undesa.opendata.arcgis.com/


Thank you.


