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Articles of interest written for the non-statistician, published on Stats SA’s website
Data stories are written to:

data stories

Summarise specific releases or reports

Cover specific themes or subjects, drawing from multiple publications

Contribute to conversations in the public sphere or to major news stories
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0 municipal spending and revenue (June 2018)
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South Africa’s 257 municipalities spent a total of R88,6 billion in the quarter ended June 2018, 18% more than the R75,1 billion spent during
quarter) to R82,6 billion (June quarter).
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the quarter ended March 2018. Municipal revenue was down, however, falling by 6% over the same period, from R87 6 billion (March
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Stats SA's latest Quarterly financial statisfics of municipalities report provides an updated breakdown of municipal expenditure and revenue.
o, fillet electricity was the second largest expenditure item, contributing R18,2 billion (or 20,6%) to total spending
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contributions and donations) accounted for 9,3%

In terms of revenue, the largest source was sales of electricity, followed by government grants and subsidies. Property rates contributed
19,0%. Other revenue (which consists of fines, licences and permits, interest received and rental of facilities and equipment, public
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@ What makes a data story unique?

A rumour wobbiles an Industry

Mizinformation and kearsay have e power 10 Influence an econony. Thousands of ol
servanis resigned from thelr posts in 2014 and earty 2095 In resmonse (0 rumcurs sbout
proposed pension reforms. The economic =fect was lasge encugh fo be s=2n In recent
gross domesfic prodsct (Z0F) daka relessed by Stabs 25,

The govermment sanvices sachor sheank by 0.6% In the first of guerter of 2015, lagely az &
result of e resignations. The quarizr-on-gearter annualised comrachon bs uresual, as the
secior kas historcally exhibfied consisi=nt posEe growth. Bince 3011, growdh within the
sector ranged from 1% fo Just cver 5% quarier-on-guarer {annsailsed]. The kst guarter-on-
guarter contraction experienced by government was In the first quarier cf 2004,
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The unexpecizd riss In resignstions within the chil services began In May 2014 and peaied In
Movemnbar of fe same year, acconding 1o the ent Fersions Admi Agency
(GFAM) 1. Members of the South African Pollos Samvice and teschess in particular resigred
In graer bo wEhdraw Bedr pnsicn conirbations, wrongly bell=ving Bt from 1 Bach 2015
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Despite governmant's rEEssuUrances that the namours wers fakse and that pensions were
safe, resignafions contimusd Info the fisst quarker of 205
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« Short: <700 words
« The heading: catchy

» The hook: the first
paragraph draws attention

» The graphic: at least one
is included

Moving beyond key results

 Trend

« Element within the
publication that isn’t
discussed often

» Links to other publications

* Links to current news in
the media




Data stories are often accompanied by infographics and distributed on Social Media

Where do South African non-pi ir money from?
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Data stories are also often picked up by Traditional media
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38 ‘oo;g?p Survey shows crime levels are still rising as South Africans lose faith in police
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In 2017 data stories made up 8,5% of unique page views by for the entire website.
For Q1 2020/21 this has increased to 13,3% (13 data stories published in Q1:20/21)

Our data stories solicited
195 224 unique page views
in Q1, which made up 13,3%
of total website hits.
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