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UNSD Wiki: searchable and updated
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https://unstats.un.org/wiki/



UNSD Online Wiki
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Trade Statistics Bi-annual Newsletter
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UN Expert Group on international trade and 

economic globalization statistics
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• UN Expert Group on International Trade and Economic Globalization 

Statistics (EG-ITEGS) was established to address the measurement challenges 

emerging from globalization, namely:

� measurement of interconnectedness of economies

� accounting for global value chains 

� maintaining perspective of national statistical system

� better measures of domestic and foreign share of value added 

� domestic and foreign labor and capital used in the production of goods 

and services

• Previous meetings:
� International Conference on Measurement of Trade and Economic Globalization, Aguascalientes, 

Mexico, 29 Sep - 1 Oct 2014

� First Meeting of the Expert Group on International Trade and Economic Globalization Statistics, 

New York, USA, 26-28 January 2016

� Second Meeting of the Expert Group on International Trade and Economic Globalization 

Statistics, New York, USA, 29 Nov - 1 Dec 2016

� Meeting of the Expert Group on International Trade and Economic Globalization Statistics, 

Luxembourg, 6-8 June 2017



International Trade & Economic Globalization Statistics
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The changing meaning of trade statistics due to 

fragmentation of the production process



SDMX for IMTS
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What is SDMX?
• The Statistical Data and Metadata eXchange (SDMX)

• Common and standard description of data and metadata

• Statistical and technical standards to facilitate the 

exchange of statistical data and metadata using IT

• Countries and organizations use different 

models/approaches for their data and metadata

• As a result, exchange of data and metadata is time 

consuming, resource demanding and difficult to automatize

Why do we need SDMX?



Working group on SDMX for IMTS
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• A Working Group (WG) was established in 2013 
consisting of Eurostat, ITC, OECD, UN, UNCTAD

• UNSD is the secretariat of the WG

• WG is developing a Data Structure Definition (DSD) 
for IMTS that specifies:

o A set of concepts which describe and identify the data. Concepts 
are of three types; dimensions (such as Time period), attributes 

(such as Trade system), and measurements (the value). 

o The attachment level of both dimension and attribute (Data Set, 
Group, Series/Section, Observation), as well as their status 
(mandatory or conditional).

o Code lists with acceptable values for the concepts



Working group on SDMX for IMTS
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Task Force on international trade statistics
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Task Force Newsletter
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UNSD Capacity Building Activities
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IMTS-related workshops 

2016: Turkmenistan & GCC

2017: Maldives & China

Country projects

South Africa (2014-2016)

El Salvador (2015-2016)

Maldives (2016-2017)

Pakistan (2017-3)

SDMX pilot projects

Mexico (2017-3)

Morocco (2017-3)

Coordination

Eurotrace User Group https://comtrade.un.org/eurotrace/



Global Assessments
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-National Compilation Reporting Practices Survey - 2017

Decennial metadata questionnaire. Results posted to UNSD website.

-IMTS SDMX on proposed Data Structure Definition (DSD) - 2015

87 respondents reported they found the DSD to be complete and adequate. A 

number of comments and suggestions were received on the code lists.

-External Trade Indices - 2015

Among the 96 respondents, 67 reported that are currently compiling and 

disseminating external trade indices, mostly prices/unit-values, with fewer also 

compiling volume indices. The data source used is mostly unit-value data with only 

some reporting the use of price surveys.

-Linking Trade Statistics to the Business Register – 2015

Among the 98 respondents, 91 currently have a functioning BR. 50 percent have 

linked IMTS to the BR; 29 percent have linked SITS; and 28 percent have linked 

foreign direct investment statistics (FDI). Only 2 of 22 respondents from Asia-Pacific 

reported linking IMTS to BR.



UN Comtrade data availability
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• Repository of official 

trade statistics: 

http://comtrade.un.org

• Consists of detailed 

data by product and 

partner of 

annual/monthly 

merchandise and 

services data

• Widely used by general 

public with 1.2 trillion 

records downloaded



New UN Comtrade interface
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Comtrade upgrade
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New data items

Valuation

• Imports on the FOB basis (in addition to CIF); 
valuation of specific categories of goods

Partner country

• Second partner country (country of consignment)

Mode of Transport

• Add as additional data dimension

Customs procedure codes (CPC)

• Customs procedures applied to individual 
transactions to be made part of the data set 
provided by customs



UN Comtrade Labs 
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https://comtrade.un.org/labs/



UN Comtrade Labs 
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https://comtrade.un.org/labs/



Comtrade Analytics
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https://comtrade.un.org/labs/data-explorer/



UN International Trade Statistics Yearbook
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UN Analytical Tables
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https://unstats.un.org/unsd/trade/data/tables.asp#monthlytotal



https://unstats.un.org/unsd/trade/events/2017/comtrade-data-fair/default.asp

First UN Comtrade Data Fair
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