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Background

� Implemented in 1988

� Administered by WCO and used by more 
than 200 countries and economies

� Fifth major revision = HS-2017

Contracting Parties

� Currently 156 Contracting Parties

New Contracting Parties

� Burundi (January 2017) 155th Contracting Party
� Palestine (March 2017) 156th Contracting Party

Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System 

(HS) 



HS 2017

� Effective 1 January 2017

� 84 out of 156 Contracting Parties applying 2017 edition

� 23 out of 156 Contracting Parties will implement during 2017

� The Secretariat will update the WCO Website information 

accordingly

HS Contracting Parties urged to ensure timely implementation – an obligation !

HS Nomenclature 
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Recommendation of the Customs Cooperation 

Council  of 27 June 2014 concerning the Amendment 

of the International Convention on the Harmonized 

Commodity Description and Coding System

Quantitative Analysis :

HS 2017 Amendments
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General

Customs Co-operation Council Recommendation of 27 June 2014

This Recommendation is the sixth to amend the HS under the Article 16 

procedure since the Council approved the HS Convention in 1983, though 

it is only the fifth to make major amendments to the HS.  

The Recommendation includes 233 sets of accepted amendments, 

divided as follows : 

� agricultural sector 85 

� chemical sector 45 

� wood sector 13

� textile sector 15 

� base metal sector 6 

� machinery sector 35 

� transport sector 8 

� other sectors 26
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General

� Implemented in 1988 HS Codes : 5019

� Amended in 1992  
� Mainly editorial HS Codes : 5018

� Amended in 1996
� 393  sets of amendments HS Codes : 5113

� Amended in 2002
� 374  sets of amendments HS Codes : 5224

� Amended in 2007
� 354  sets of amendments HS Codes : 5052

� Amended in 2012
� 225  sets of amendments HS Codes : 5205

� HS 2017 Amendments
� 233 sets of amendments HS Codes : 5367
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General

6-digit additions : 235

6-digit deletions : 73

6-digit net change : + 162

subheadings whose code 

number is unchanged 

though the scope has been 

modified

200

4-digit headings new : 1 96.20

4-digit headings deleted : 3 [28.48] 

[69.08] 

[84.69]
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The Harmonized System (HS)
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• Structure (2012-edition)

21 Sections

– 96 Chapters (97 → Chapter 77)

• 1224  4-digit headings

– 5205  6-digit subheadings

• Structure (2017-edition)

21 Sections

– 96 Chapters (97 → Chapter 77)

• 1222 4-digit headings

– 5367 6-digit subheadings

280 4-digit headings not subdivided (00 – double zero)

37 4-digit headings no longer in use [ ]



12

CHAPTER 4. New Note 4 (b)

CHAPTER 30.New Subheading Note 1

CHAPTER 30.New Subheading Note 2

CHAPTER 38.New Subheading Note 2

CHAPTER 38.New Subheading Note 3

CHAPTER 60.New Subheading Note

CHAPTER 63.New Subheading Note

CHAPTER 84. New Note 1 (g)

CHAPTER 84. Note 8 (b) (renumbered 9 (b)).  

New Item (iv)

CHAPTER 84. New Subheading Note 1

CHAPTER 84. New Subheading Note 3

CHAPTER 85. New Note 3

CHAPTER 90. New Note 1 (l)

CHAPTER 94. New Note 1 (l)

CHAPTER 95. New Note 1 (u)

14 new Legal Notes or Subheading 

Notes

(not including many existing Notes for which 

part of the text was modified)

HS legal notes
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Scope of the amendments

Recommendation of the Customs Cooperation Council 

Concerning the Amendment of the International 

Convention on the Harmonized Commodity Description 

and Coding System

Qualitative Analysis :

September 2017, Suzhou, China Copyright © 2017 World Customs Organization 1313



1. The FAO amendments cover :

• agriculture, fishery and forestry products, 

• fertilizers

• agricultural machinery

2. Antimalarial commodities

3. Bamboo and Rattan (INBAR)

4. Substances controlled under CWC (OPCW)

5. Substances controlled under Rotterdam 

Convention (PIC)

6. Substances controlled under Stockholm 

Convention (POPs)

7. Precursors (INCB)

Environmental and social issues

September 2017, Suzhou, China Copyright © 2017 World Customs Organization 14



For example :

• Light-emitting diode (LED) lamps

• MCOs (Multi-component Integrated Circuits)

MCOs are advanced semiconductor devices, defined in 

new Note 9 (b)(iv) to Chapter 85

• Hybrid, plug-in hybrid and all-electric vehicles

Technology

September 2017, Suzhou, 

China

Copyright © 2017 World Customs Organization 15



For example:

• Merging of unglazed and glazed ceramic products 

(69.07 and 69.08)

• Deletion of low trade volume items

• Infant (as in ‘infant food’)

• Pneumatic tyres

• Monitors, projectors

• Monopods, bipods and tripods and similar articles

Clarification and Trade patterns

September 2017, Suzhou, China Copyright © 2017 World Customs Organization 16



Adapting the HS to current trade practices :

• mandarins and clementines, 

• non-alcoholic beer 

• wine in containers (‘bag-in-box’) 

• coenzyme Q10 (ubidecarenone (INN)) 

• sucralose

• linear low-density polyethylene (LLDPE)

• packaging grade polymers (e.g., for bottles) of 

poly(ethylene terephthalate) (PET) 

• poly(methylene phenyl isocyanate) 

(crude MDI, polymeric MDI)

Trade practise

September 2017, Suzhou, China Copyright © 2017 World Customs Organization 17



For example:

• Alignments of texts (e.g., scientific names)

• Spelling errors in either French or English 

(e.g., light emitting diode ≠ light-emitting diode)

Editorial amendments

September 2017, Suzhou, 

China

Copyright © 2017 World Customs Organization 18



Copyright © 2017 World Customs Organization

Nearly one-half of the world's population lives at risk of 

malaria.  

An estimated 243 million cases of the disease occur 

worldwide each year, claiming some 860,000 lives annually. 

Antimalarial commodities

September 2017, Suzhou, China 19



Antimalarial commodities

September 2017, Suzhou, 

China
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This WHO map (2010) gives 

an indication about malaria 

risk zones

The HS 2017 amendment aims at detailed information 

for several categories of products that are used as 

antimalarial commodities, namely, 

1. Long Lasting Insecticidal Nets (LLIN), 

2. Antimalarial pharmaceuticals, 

3. Insecticides for Indoor Residual Spraying (IIRS), 

4. Rapid Diagnostic Test Kits (RDT), and 

This will facilitate customs classification and entry of 

these life-saving products into commerce.



Long Lasting Insecticidal Nets

September 2017, Suzhou, 

China

Copyright © 2017 World Customs Organization 21

New Subheading 6005.35 covers :

Fabrics of polyethylene monofilament or of polyester 

multifilament, weighing not less than 30 g/m2 and not 

more than 55 g/m2, having a mesh size of not less than 

20 holes/cm2 and not more than 100 holes/cm2, and 

impregnated or coated with alpha-cypermethrin (ISO), 

chlorfenapyr (ISO), deltamethrin (INN, ISO), lambda-

cyhalothrin (ISO), permethrin (ISO) or pirimiphos-methyl 

(ISO).



Long Lasting Insecticidal Nets

September 2017, Suzhou, 

China

Copyright © 2017 World Customs Organization 22

New Subheading 6304.20 - Bed nets, of warp knit fabrics 

specified in Subheading Note 1 to this Chapter. 

CHAPTER 63. 

New Subheading Note. 

1. Subheading 6304.20 covers articles made 

from fabrics, impregnated or coated with 

alpha-cypermethrin (ISO), chlorfenapyr (ISO), 

deltamethrin (INN, ISO), lambda-cyhalothrin (ISO), 

permethrin (ISO) or pirimiphos-methyl (ISO).



Antimalarial pharmaceuticals

September 2017, Suzhou, 

China
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New Subheadings :

3003.60 - Other, containing antimalarial active principles 

described in Subheading Note 2 to this 

Chapter

3004.60 - Other, containing antimalarial active principles 

described in Subheading Note 2 to this 

Chapter



Antimalarial pharmaceuticals

September 2017, Suzhou, 

China
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CHAPTER 30. 

New Subheading Note. 2 

2. Subheadings 3003.60 and 3004.60 cover 

medicaments containing artemisinin (INN) for oral 

ingestion combined with other pharmaceutical active 

ingredients, or containing any of the following active 

principles, whether or not combined with other 

pharmaceutical active ingredients : amodiaquine

(INN); artelinic acid or its salts; artenimol (INN); 

artemotil (INN); artemether (INN); artesunate (INN); 

chloroquine (INN); dihydroartemisinin (INN); 

lumefantrine (INN); mefloquine (INN); piperaquine

(INN); pyrimethamine (INN) or sulfadoxine (INN).



Rapid Diagnostic Test Kits

September 2017, Suzhou, 

China

Copyright © 2017 World Customs Organization 25

New Subheading :

3002.11 -- Malaria diagnostic test kits 



Bamboo and rattan

September 2017, Suzhou, 

China

Copyright © 2017 World Customs Organization 26

The HS 2017 include the creation of new subheadings 

for the monitoring and control of certain products of 

bamboo and rattan, requested by the International 

Network for Bamboo and Rattan (INBAR).

E.g., bamboo flooring :
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Bamboo flooring and 

other builders' joinery
HS 2012

HS 2017
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HS 2012 

HS 2017 
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Bamboo and rattan
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HS 2012 

HS 2017 

September 2017, Suzhou, China 29

Bamboo and rattan



HS 2017 
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Bamboo and rattan

Creation of new subheadings 9401.52 and 9401.53 



HS 2017 
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Bamboo and rattan

Creation of new subheadings 9403.82 and 9403.83 



Precursors

September 2017, Suzhou, 

China
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� Ephedrine, pseudoephedrine and 

norephedrine

� Alpha-phenylacetoacetonitrile (APAAN)
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HS 2017 

Ephedrine, pseudoephedrine and norephedrine



Alpha-phenylacetoacetonitrile (APAAN)

September 2017, Suzhou, 

China

Copyright © 2017 World Customs Organization 34

Alpha-phenylacetoacetonitrile (APAAN)

HS 2017 

HS 2012 

The inclusion of APAAN in Table I of the United Nations Convention against Illicit 

Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances, 1988, became fully effective 

on 9 October 2014. 



The FAO amendments cover :

• agriculture, fishery and forestry products 

• fertilizers

• agricultural machinery

FAO

September 2017, Suzhou, 

China

Copyright © 2017 World Customs Organization 35



HS 2012 

Copyright © 2017 World Customs OrganizationSeptember 2017, Suzhou, China

The scope covered by subheading 0301.93 is expanded to cover new families of carps.  

The same applies to subheadings : 0301.93, 0302.7, 0302.73, 0303.2, 0303.25, 0304.3, 

0304.51, 0304.93, 0305.31, 0305.44, 0305.64 and the new subheading : 0305.52 36

Fishery (FAO)



HS 2017 
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The scope covered by subheading 0301.93 is expanded to cover new families of carps.  

The same applies to subheadings : 0301.93, 0302.7, 0302.73, 0303.2, 0303.25, 0304.3, 

0304.51, 0304.93, 0305.31, 0305.44, 0305.64 and the new subheading : 0305.52

Fishery (FAO)



HS 2012 

HS 2017 
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Analogous amendment has been introduced to heading 03.30 (frozen fish) in 

subheading 0303.9

Fishery (FAO)



HS 2012 

HS 2017 
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Fishery (FAO)
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Similar amendment has been introduced in subheadings 0302.1, 

0302.3, 0302.4, 0302.5, 0302.7, 0302.8.  

The same applies to the subheadings of heading 03.03 (Frozen fish)

40

HS 2017 

Fishery (FAO)



HS 2012 HS 2017 
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(1) Clarification of taxonomic names, 

(2) Expansion of subheading 0302.4 (0302.49) with transfer of products from 0302.89 (Other), and 

(3) Expansion of subheading 0302.9 to include fish fins, tails, maws and other edible fish offal with transfer of products to 0302.941

Fishery (FAO)



HS 2012 HS 2017 
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Fishery (FAO)

Analogous amendment has been introduced to heading 03.03 (subheading 

0303.5)



HS 2017 
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New subheadings :

0304.47 and 0304.48;

Analogous amendment :

0304.56, 0304.57,

0304.96, 0304.97

43

Fishery (FAO)



HS 2012 
HS 2017 

Copyright © 2017 World Customs OrganizationSeptember 2017, Suzhou, China
Creation of new subheadings 0305.52 to 0305.54 with transfer of products 

from 0305.59
44

Fishery (FAO)



HS 2012 
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Fishery (FAO)
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Fishery (FAO)

HS 2017 
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HS 2012 

47

Fishery (FAO)
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HS 2017

48

Fishery (FAO)
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HS 2012 

HS 2017 
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Fishery (FAO)
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HS 2017 

Dairy products
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HS 2012 

Heading 05.03 (HS 2002) covered “Horsehair and horsehair waste, whether or not put up as a layer 

with or without supporting material” but was deleted (HS 2007) due to low volume of trade.

Horsehair

September 2017, Suzhou, China 51
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HS 2017 

Horsehair

September 2017, Suzhou, China 52

New note reflects throughout the Nomenclature that the content of 05.03 was transferred to 05.11.  

The term horsehair can be found in headings 51.10, 51.13 and 56.06.
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HS 2017

Creation of new subheadings for mandarines and clementines
September 2017, Suzhou, China 53

Agriculture (FAO)



Copyright © 2017 World Customs Organization

HS 2017

September 2017, Suzhou, China 54

Fishery (FAO)
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HS 2012 

HS 2017

“Infant”

September 2017, Suzhou, China 55

Clarification of the term ‘infant’ (possible misalignement 

between English and French)
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HS 2012 

“Infant”

September 2017, Suzhou, China 56

Clarification of the term ‘infant’ (possible misalignement 

between English and French)
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HS 2017 

“Infant”
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Clarification of the term ‘infant’ (possible misalignement 

between English and French)
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HS 2012 

Non-alcoholic beer

September 2017, Suzhou, China 58
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HS 2017 

Non-alcoholic beer

September 2017, Suzhou, China 59



Copyright © 2017 World Customs Organization

HS 2017 

Wine (bag-in-box)
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HS 2012 

Saké
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HS 2017 

Saké

September 2017, Suzhou, China 62



Copyright © 2017 World Customs Organization

ASTM International, formerly known as American 

Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM), a leader 

in voluntary standards.  

Chapter 27 : ASTM & ISO

ISO (International Organization for 

Standardization) , with more than 

19.500 standards.  

September 2017, Suzhou, China 63
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4.- For the purposes of subheading 2710.12, “light oils and

preparations” are those of which 90 % or more by volume

(including losses) distil at 210 °C (ASTM D 86 method).".

Chapter 27 : ASTM & ISO

Chapter 27

Subheading Note 4

Heading 27.07

2707.50 - Other aromatic hydrocarbon mixtures of which
65 % or more by volume (including losses) distils
at 250 °C by the ASTM D 86 method

HS 2012 

September 2017, Suzhou, China 64
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4.- For the purposes of subheading 2710.12, “light oils and

preparations” are those of which 90 % or more by volume

(including losses) distil at 210 °C according to the ISO 3405

method (equivalent to the ASTM D 86 method).".

2707.50 - Other aromatic hydrocarbon mixtures of which
65 % or more by volume (including losses) distils
at 250 °C by the ISO 3405 method (equivalent to
the ASTM D 86 method)".

Chapter 27 : ASTM & ISO

HS 2017 

Chapter 27

Subheading Note 4

Heading 27.07

September 2017, Suzhou, China 65



Due to the low volume of trade

Copyright © 2017 World Customs Organization

HS 2012 

Deletion of heading 28.48

September 2017, Suzhou, China 66

Note 7 to Chapter 28.

Heading 28.48 includes copper phosphide (phosphor 

copper) containing more than 15 % by weight of 

phosphorus.
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HS 2012 

Deletion of heading 28.48

HS 2017 

September 2017, Suzhou, China 67

Note 7 to Chapter 28.

Heading 28.48 28.53 includes copper phosphide

(phosphor copper) containing more than 15 % by weight of 

phosphorus.

Due to the low volume of trade
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HS 2017 

Coenzyme Q10

September 2017, Suzhou, China 68
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HS 2017 

Sucralose

September 2017, Suzhou, China 69



CWC Substances

September 2017, Suzhou, 

China

Copyright © 2017 World Customs Organization 70

The HS 2017 also introduces specific subheadings in order 

to facilitate the collection and comparison of data on the 

international movement of certain substances controlled 

under the Chemical Weapons Convention.

These subheadings are based on the OPCW list of “Most 

traded scheduled chemicals”, currently listed in the Council 

Recommendation on subheadings for substances controlled 

under the Chemical Weapons Convention  (26 June 2009) 

(amended 24 June 2011) 

www.wcoomd.org/en/topics/nomenclature/instrument-and-tools/hs_recommendations.aspx



Request by the Organization for the Prohibition of 

Chemical Weapons (OPCW)

Copyright © 2017 World Customs Organization

On 23 April 2010, the OPCW formally requested that subheadings for 

the 33 (thirty-three) most traded scheduled chemicals be included in 

the 2017 amendments to the Harmonized System (HS).  

Effective controls and the ability to monitor 

transfers in scheduled chemicals can only be 

achieved if scheduled chemicals being traded 

are identified by Customs.

Substances of CWC

September 2017, Suzhou, China 71



Copyright © 2017 World Customs Organization

HS 2017 
HS 2017 

September 2017, Suzhou, China 72

Substances of CWC
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HS 2017 

HS 2017 

73

Substances of CWC



ALACHLOR

2924.25

ALDICARB

2930.80

Copyright © 2017 World Customs Organization

HS 2017

Pesticides

AZINPHOS METHYL

2933.92

September 2017, Suzhou, China 74

New chemicals listed in Annex III 

to the Rotterdam Convention



Copyright © 2017 World Customs OrganizationSeptember 2017, Suzhou, China 75

Pesticides

New chemicals listed in Annex III 

to the Rotterdam Convention
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POPs are toxic organic compounds that resist degradation 

and accumulate in the food-chain.  

They can be transported over long distances in the 

atmosphere, resulting in widespread distribution 

across the earth.  

Persistent Organic Pollutants

Amendments in respect of certain Persistent Organic 

Pollutants “POPs” (Stockholm Convention)

September 2017, Suzhou, China 76



Persistent Organic Pollutants

Copyright © 2017 World Customs Organization 77September 2017, Suzhou, China

HS 2017 
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Persistent Organic Pollutants

HS2017 



Persistent 

Organic 

Pollutants

Copyright © 2017 World Customs Organization 79September 2017, Suzhou, China

HS 2017 

ENDOSULFAN

2920.30



80September 2017, Suzhou, China

Amendments requested by both

Rotterdam and Stockholm Conv.

HS2017 
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The current text of heading 29.39 reflects only

VEGETAL alkaloids for historical reasons. 

Heading as been modified to cover all type of alkaloids in heading

29.39 (e.g., fungi, animal).  

September 2017, Suzhou, China

Alkaloids

81
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HS 2012

Alkaloids 2012
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HS 2017

Alkaloids 2017
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Alignment
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Immunological products

HS 2012 

September 2017, Suzhou, China 85
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Immunological products

HS 2017 
September 2017, Suzhou, China 86
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HS 2017 

Immunological products

September 2017, Suzhou, China 87
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HS 2012 

HS 2017 

September 2017, Suzhou, China 88

Fertilisers (FAO)
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HS 2012 

Photographic plates and film, for offset

September 2017, Suzhou, China 89
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Photographic plates and film, for offset

September 2017, Suzhou, China 90

HS 2017 



* 2,2,4-trimethyl-1,2-dihydroquinoline

Copyright © 2017 World Customs Organization

HS 2012 

TMQ*, a rubber additive with outstanding 

properties in heat and oxygen protection

TMQ (rubber additive)

September 2017, Suzhou, China 91
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HS 2017 

September 2017, Suzhou, China 92

* 2,2,4-trimethyl-1,2-dihydroquinoline

TMQ (rubber additive)
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HS 2017

LLDPE 

September 2017, Suzhou, China 93

Linear Low-Density PolyEthylene is often used to make things like plastic films



Copyright © 2017 World Customs Organization

HS 2017 
HS 2012

September 2017, Suzhou, China 94

Generally, to produce packaging grade polymers (e.g., bottles) from PET, a “viscosity number” of 78 

ml/g and higher would be needed, whereas polyesters of lower viscosity were used for the 

production of fibres and films.

PET of packaging grade
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HS 2017 

September 2017, Suzhou, China 95

PET of packaging grade 

Generally, to produce packaging grade polymers (e.g., bottles) from PET, a “viscosity number” of 78 

ml/g and higher would be needed, whereas polyesters of lower viscosity were used for the 

production of fibres and films.
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HS 2012 

MDI (Poly(methylene phenyl 

isocyanate), a prepolymer for the 

preparation of polyurethanes with a 

high volume of trade (20 billion US 

dollars/2012).

September 2017, Suzhou, China 96

Polymeric MDI
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HS 2012 

HS 2017 

September 2017, Suzhou, China 97

Polymeric MDI

MDI (Poly(methylene phenyl 

isocyanate), a prepolymer for the 

preparation of polyurethanes with a 

high volume of trade (20 billion US 

dollars/2012).
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HS 2012 

Pneumatic tyres

September 2017, Suzhou, China 98
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HS 2017 

Pneumatic tyres 

References to the “herring-bone” or the rim size have been suppressed in 

order to better reflect the reality of trade.

September 2017, Suzhou, China 99



HS 2012

CHAPTER 44

Subheading Note 2 – Tropical wood species

Amendments in respect of forestry products 

(FAO and ITTO).

Copyright © 2017 World Customs Organization 100September 2017, Suzhou, China

Forestry products



HS 2017

CHAPTER 44

Subheading Note 2 – Tropical wood species

Amendments in respect of forestry products 

(FAO and ITTO).

Copyright © 2017 World Customs Organization 101September 2017, Suzhou, China

Forestry products
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HS 2012 

Amendments in respect of forestry products 

(FAO and ITTO).

Forestry products
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HS 2017

Amendments in respect of forestry products 

(FAO and ITTO).

Forestry products
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HS 2017

Forestry products

Subheading Note 2 to Chapter 44 is deleted.

There are many more tropical woods to be listedY.in the Explanatory Notes
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Forestry products

HS 2017



Copyright © 2017 World Customs Organization 106September 2017, Suzhou, China

Forestry products

As per 1.1.2017
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Newsprint

HS 2017 8. Headings 48.01 and 48.03 to 48.09 apply only to paper, 

paperboard, adding and webs of cellulose fibres :

(a) in strips or rolls of a width exceeding 36 cm; or

(b) in rectangular (including square) sheets with one side 

exceeding 36 cm and the other side exceeding 15 cm in the 

unfolded state.

NOTES

4. In this Chapter the expression “newsprint” means uncoated paper of a kind used for

the printing of newspapers, of which not less than 50 % by weight of the total fibre

content consists of wood fibres obtained by a mechanical or chemi-mechanical

process, unsized or very lightly sized, having a surface roughness Parker Print Surf

(1 MPa) on each side exceeding 2.5 micrometres (microns), weighing not less than

40 g/m² and not more than 65 g/m², and apply only to paper : (a) in strips or rolls of a

width exceeding 28 cm; or (b) in rectangular (including square) sheets with one side

exceeding 28 cm and the other side exceeding 15 cm in the unfolded state.

September 2017, Suzhou, China 107
The scope of heading 48.01 is widened due to new size criteria for newsprint, 

following the trend of international newspaper markets.



HS 2017 
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Polypropylene

To reflect the development of propylene fibres, the most important regarding 

the manufacture of fibres. 



HS 2017 

Copyright © 2017 World Customs OrganizationSeptember 2017, Suzhou, China

HS 2017 

To reflect the development of propylene fibres, the most important regarding the 

manufacture of fibres, and cellulose acetate fibres. 
109

Polypropylene / cellulose acetate
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Merging of 69.07 and 69.08

110

69.07 Ceramic flags and paving, hearth or wall tiles; ceramic 

mosaic cubes and the like, whether or not on a backing; 

finishing ceramics.

- Flags and paving, hearth or wall tiles, other than those of 

subheadings 6907.30 and 6907.40 :

6907.21 -- Of a water absorption coefficient by weight not exceeding 

0.5 %

6907.22 -- Of a water absorption coefficient by weight exceeding 

0.5 % but not exceeding 10 %

6907.23 -- Of a water absorption coefficient by weight exceeding 

10 %

6907.30 - Mosaic cubes and the like, other than those of subheading 

6907.40

6907.40 - Finishing ceramics

Trade pattern / Heading 69.08 deleted



HS 2017 

Amendment neccesary to solve a possible inconsistency between both 

lingustic versions and to clarify the scope (described in its Explanatory Note)

Copyright © 2017 World Customs Organization 111September 2017, Suzhou, China

Alignment  English and French text



HS 2017 

E.g., radiators of 

motor vehicles and 

motorcycles are 

classified in Chapter 

87.

Copyright © 2017 World Customs Organization 112September 2017, Suzhou, China

Radiators for vehicles

Clarification / simplification
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New Subheading Note 3 to Chapter 84 

to clarify subheading 8481.20

113Clarification / simplification

No change, butY 



Copyright © 2017 World Customs OrganizationSeptember 2017, Suzhou, China 114

Insert the following new Subheading Note 3 :

3.- For the purposes of subheading 8481.20, the expression “valves 

for oleohydraulic or pneumatic transmissions” means valves 

which are used specifically in the transmission of “fluid power” in a 

hydraulic or pneumatic system, where the energy source is 

supplied in the form of pressurised fluids (liquid or gas).  These 

valves may be of any type (for example, pressure-reducing type, 

check type).  Subheading 8481.20 takes precedence over all 

other subheadings of heading 84.81.

Clarification / simplification

New Subheading Note 3 to Chapter 84 

to clarify subheading 8481.20



Amendments to clarify the classification of certain ceiling or floor types air 

conditioning machines in subheading 8415.10.  

HS 2012 
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Air conditioning machines 



HS 2017 

Copyright © 2017 World Customs Organization 116September 2017, Suzhou, China

Amendments to clarify the classification of certain ceiling or floor types air 

conditioning machines in subheading 8415.10.  

Ceiling type indoor unit of a ‘split-system’

Classification Opinion 8415.10/1

Air conditioning machines 



HS 2012 
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Water-jet cutting machines

84.56 Machine-tools for working any material by 

removal of material, by laser or other light or 

photon beam, ultrasonic, electro-discharge, 

electro-chemical, electron beam, ionic-beam 

or plasma arc processes; water-jet cutting 

machines.
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HS 2012 

HS 2017 

Water-jet cutting machines



HS 2017 

HS 2017 
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Water-jet cutting machines



HS 2012 
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HS 2017 

Water-jet cutting machines



HS 2017 
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Machine-tools
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HS 2017 

Machine-tools



HS 2012 
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Machine-tools



HS 2017 
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Machine-tools
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Agricultural machines & equipment 

(FAO)



HS 2017 
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Agricultural machines & equipment 

(FAO)



MACHINING CENTERS : 

A machining centre is a multi-function machine that typically combines boring, drilling, 

and milling tasks. In a machining centre, the material is removed by a rotating cutter 

that moves laterally around the workpiece mounted on a table or fixture.  It is based 

on ADP (Automatic Data Processing) systems.
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Machining centres
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Machining centres

NEW SUBHEADING NOTE 1 TO CHAPTER 84 : 

"1.-For the purposes of subheading 8465.20, the term “machining centres” applies 

only to machine-tools for working wood, cork, bone, hard rubber, hard plastics or 

similar hard materials, which can carry out different types of machining 

operations by automatic tool change from a magazine or the like in conformity 

with a machining Programmeme."
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HS 2017 

September 2017, Suzhou, China

Deletion of heading 84.69

129
Following deletion of heading 84.69



HS2012 / HS 2017 

No changesYbut
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Electric accumulators assembled into 

battery packs 

NEW NOTE 3 TO CHAPTER 85 : 

3. For the purposes of heading 85.07, the expression “electric accumulators” 

includes those presented with ancillary components which contribute to the 

accumulator’s function of storing and supplying energy or protect it from 

damage, such as electrical connectors, temperature control devices (e.g., 

thermostats) and circuit protection devices.  They may also include a portion of 

the protective housing of the goods in which they are to be used.
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Monitors and projectors

131

HS 2012
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Monitors and projectors

132

- Cathode-ray tube monitors :

8528.42 -- Capable of directly connecting to and designed for use with 

an automatic data processing machine of heading 84.71

8528.49 -- Other

- Other monitors :

8528.52 -- Capable of directly connecting to and designed for use with 

an automatic data processing machine of heading 84.71

8528.59 -- Other

- Projectors :

8528.62 -- Capable of directly connecting to and designed for use with 

an automatic data processing machine of heading 84.71

8528.69 -- Other

HS 2017



HS 2012

CLASIFICATION OF 

“LED LAMPS” (HS 2012)
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Light-emitting diode (LED) lamps
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HS 2012 
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Light-emitting diode (LED) lamps
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HS 2017 

Light-emitting diode (LED) lamps
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Multi-component integrated circuits 

(MCOs)

136

Ch. 85. Note 8 (renumbered 9) (b). New Item (iv).

Insert the following new Item (iv) :

(iv) Multi-component integrated circuits (MCOs) : 

a combination of one or more monolithic, hybrid, or multi-chip 

integrated circuits with at least one of the following components : 

silicon-based sensors, actuators, oscillators, resonators or 

combinations thereof, or components performing the functions of 

articles classifiable under heading 85.32, 85.33, 85.41, or 

inductors classifiable under heading 85.04, formed to all intents 

and purposes indivisibly into a single body like an integrated 

circuit, as a component of a kind used for assembly onto a 

printed circuit board (PCB) or other carrier, through the 

connecting of pins, leads, balls, lands, bumps, or pads.



Copyright © 2017 World Customs OrganizationSeptember 2017, Suzhou, China 137

Multi-component integrated circuits 

(MCOs)
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Is this an MCO ?
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Is this an MCO ?
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Is this an MCO ?
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Is this an MCO ?



MACHINES AND EQUIPMENT USED IN AGRICULTURE 

(PROPOSAL BY THE FAO). 

Copyright © 2017 World Customs Organization

HS 2012 

Tractors

HS 2017 

September 2017, Suzhou, China 142
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Hybrid and all-electric vehicles

(ten or more persons)

Technological progress

HS 2012
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Hybrid and all-electric vehicles

(ten or more persons)

Technological progress
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Hybrid and all-electric vehicles

(ten or more persons)

Subheading 8702.10.

Delete and substitute :

8702.10 - With only compression-ignition internal combustion 

piston engine (diesel or semi-diesel)

8702.20 - With both compression-ignition internal combustion 

piston engine (diesel or semi-diesel) and electric 

motor as motors for propulsion

8702.30 - With both spark-ignition internal combustion 

reciprocating piston engine and electric motor as 

motors for propulsion

8702.40 - With only electric motor for propulsion”.

HS 2017

Technological progress
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Hybrid, plug-in hybrid, all-electric

vehicles for transport of persons

HS 2012



Copyright © 2017 World Customs OrganizationSeptember 2017, Suzhou, 

China
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Hybrid, plug-in hybrid, all-electric

vehicles for transport of persons 

HS 2012
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Hybrid, plug-in hybrid, all-electric

vehicles for transport of persons 
8703.3* - Other vehicles, with only compression-ignition internal combustion 

piston engine (diesel or semi-diesel):

[4]

8703.40 - With both spark-ignition internal combustion reciprocating piston 

engine and electric motor as motors for propulsion, other than 

those capable of being charged by plugging to external source of 

electric power

8703.50 - With both compression-ignition internal combustion piston engine 

(diesel or semi-diesel) and electric motor as motors for propulsion, 

other than those capable of being charged by plugging to external 

source of electric power

8703.60 - With both spark-ignition internal combustion reciprocating piston 

engine and electric motor as motors for propulsion, capable of being 

charged by plugging to external source of electric power

8703.70 - With both compression-ignition internal combustion piston engine 

(diesel or semi-diesel) and electric motor as motors for propulsion , 

capable of being charged by plugging to external source of electric 

power

8703.80 - Other vehicles, with only electric motor for propulsion

H
S

 2
0
1
7
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All-electric motorcycles and cycles with 

auxiliary motor

HS 2017

New subheading 8711.60.

Insert the following new subheading :

8711.60 - With electric motor for propulsion

Technological progress
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Trade pattern
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HS 2017 

Amendment to heading 90.06 (low volume of trade) 



Amendments in respect of “Prefabricated buildings” of 

heading 94.06 (Proposal by the FAO)

HS 2017 

HS 2012 
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Prefabricated buildings
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Prefabricated buildings

152

Prefabricated buildings consisting of different materials are classified on 

the basis of the GIRs. 

The classification is determined in the first instance on the basis of GIRs 2 

(b) and 3 (b), that is to say according to the material or component which 

gives them their essential character. 

Considered as "conferring the essential character" are the technically 

indispensable components that must feature in even the simplest 

prefabricated building. 

For a building, these are the supporting structure (frame or skeleton) and 

the components forming the walls, the floor or bottom and the ceiling. 

If the technically indispensable components, namely those conferring 

the essential character, consist of different materials, the prefabricated 

buildings are to be classified according to GIR 3 (c) in the heading which 

occurs last in numerical order among those which equally merit 

consideration in determining their classification."



HS 2012
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Sports clothing

Amendments in respect of Note 1 to Chapter 95

Chapter 95
Notes.
1.- This Chapter does not cover :

(Y)

(Y)

(e) Sports clothing or fancy dress, of textiles, of Chapter 61 or 62;



Chapter 95
Notes.
1.- This Chapter does not cover :

(Y)

(Y)

(e) Fancy dress of textiles, of Chapter 61 or 62; sports clothing and special 

articles of apparel of textiles, of Chapter 61 or 62, whether or not 

incorporating incidentally protective components such as pads or padding 

in the elbow, knee or groin areas (for example, fencing clothing or soccer 

goalkeeper jerseys);

HS 2017
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Sports clothing

Amendments in respect of Note 1 to Chapter 95



HS 2017 
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New heading 96.20

Monopods, bipods, tripods



HS 2017 
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New heading 96.20

Monopods, bipods, tripods

96.20 9620.00 Monopods, bipods, tripods and similar articles

Does not cover :

� Stands  →

� Monopods, bipods, tripods for weapons :

85.18 85.29

Chapter 93
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Correlation Tables HS 2012 – 2017

Available on WCO website

Presented in Four Tables :

• Table I : establishes the correlation between the 2017 version and the 2012 

version of the HS Nomenclature. 

• Table I - Annex : shows the correlation between the 2017 version and the 

2012 version of Chapter 44 of the HS, as it reads after the amendment by 

the Council Recommendation of 27 June 2014 only.

• Table II : establishes the correlation starting from the 2012 edition to the 

2017 edition of the HS.

• Table II - Annex : shows the correlation starting from the 2012 edition to the 

2017 edition of Chapter 44 of the HS, as it reads after the amendment by 

the Council Recommendation of 27 June 2014 only.
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Correlation Tables HS 2012 – 2017

Table I :
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Correlation Tables HS 2012 – 2017

HS 2012 HS 2017

0805.20 0805.21

0805.22

0805.29

Table II :

In HS 2012, mandarins and clementine's were grouped in 

subheading 0805.20.

However

In HS 2017, they each get their own subheading, 0805.21 and 

0805.22, respectively.   



Copyright © 2017 World Customs Organization

www.wcoomd.org

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION 

September 2017, Suzhou, China 160

HS 2017 Amendments


