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Background

• IMTS questioners sent by UNSD/OECD to 
compilers of IMTS in 2006

• The goals are:
– To take stock compliance with international 

recommendation
– To explore country practices in detail for next 

revision of IMTS
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Responding Countries (122 countries)

• Reported and processed
– Iraq
– Jordan
– Kuwait
– Morocco
– Qatar
– Saudi Arabia
– Tunisia
– Yemen

• N/A or not yet processed*
– Algeria
– Bahrain
– Palestine
– Lebanon
– Oman
– United Arab Emirates
– Syria*
– Egypt
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Institutional Arrangements

Customs Administration is the 
main source for most of the 

countries

For workshop countries, energy 
agency is an important additional 
source compared with  the rest 

of the world

More than half have working 
agreement and regular 

consultation

IMTS Rev.2 is not yet 100% 
used as national methodology 

of trade statistics
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Source of data

Customs declarations are 
main source of data, thus good 

co-operation with Customs 
Administration is indispensable

Tax records are not used as 
additional source, not like 

other countries



International Trade Statistics Section, October 2007 6

National Compilation and Dissemination Practices 2006 Results

Coverage and Time of Recording

Change of ownership is useful 
for balance payment statistics 

and national accounts



International Trade Statistics Section, October 2007 7

National Compilation and Dissemination Practices 2006 Results

Customs 
Procedures

Kyoto Convention is not yet 
used as the basis for the 

definitions of customs 
procedures

In general, custom procedures 
are inline with the other 

countries
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Trade System

Most of workshop countries 
disseminate according to 

special trade system

Customs warehouse is not 
included, most likely due to 

special trade system
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Commodity Classification
& Quantity Units

HS is used as primary commodity 
classification (because customs 
declarations are main sources)

HS, SITC and BEC are widely used 
for data dissemination, but not CPC 

nor ISIC

Quantity data is collected and if it is 
necessary, is estimated.
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Valuation & Currency Conversion

CIF for imported goods

FOB for exported goods

If insurance and freight are collected 
separately, it is possible to have 

FOB import (used in BOP)
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Partner Country

Workshop countries record 
import statistics by country of 

origin but have not yet 
followed Kyoto Convention

In general, workshop 
countries followed 

international recommendation 
for export statistics

Partner definitions follow 
international recommendation

Workshop countries 
don’t record 

country of consignment 
as additional information 

compared to other countries
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Data Quality Control
No threshold for customs 

declarations.

Eurotrace is a free software from 
Eurostat. Mostly used in developing 

countries

Unit values comparison studies 
between workshop countries are 

recommended

The use of best practice in 
estimation methodology should be 

encouraged
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Trade by mode of transport

Mode of transport are compiled 
almost in the same percentage with 

other countries
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Reporting & Dissemination

Confidentiality is an important issues for 
workshop countries, however less than half 

follow international recommendation

Good availability of documentation on 
sources and methods

For comparability, it is important to have 
annual data in Gregorian calendar

Workshop countries understand importance 
of web for data dissemination 
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NCDP Revision/Update

• Detailed NCDP results are included in 
reference materials

• You are welcomed to review and update 
NCDP questionnaire.
– Please send it to comtrade@un.org
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NCDP Publication

• Will be released at the end of 2007
– As downloadable PDF
– Any revision will not be included

• NCDP database will be available soon 
afterwards
- Can be queried by question by country 
- Any revision will be available as soon as it is 

processed
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Thank you for your attention
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