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UK Household Satellite Account
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Type of service Method

Voluntary activity Input
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International guidance context

Categories:
Unpaid household service work 

grouping – ISWGNA 2021

Childcare

Adult care

Nutrition

Transport

Household management services

Laundry and clothing services

Informal volunteering

Shopping

Information services

Other

Methodology: 

1. SNA production 
boundary

2. Methods: Input / 
production or Output 
with time-use at core

3. Capital assets for 
consumption of fixed 
capital

4. Supply-Use tables

Time-use surveys:

1. Attempts at 
harmonisation –
ICATUS/HETUS

2. Modernisation

3. Accessibility and 
quality



UK Online Time-Use Survey

1. Developed online collection tool:
1. initial questionnaire

2. diary days

3. post-diary-day questionnaire

2. 4 waves collected (as of March 2022)

3. Planned future wave expanding to capture location, and focus on
relationship with human capital acquisition

4. Intention for more regular collection going forward



UK Online Time-Use Survey
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UK Online Time-Use Survey results
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UK Online Time-Use Survey results
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Volunteering as part of a group, organisation, charity or sports club
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Browsing things to buy later

Window shopping
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Ironing, washing, other laundry tasks or mending clothes

Repairing, maintaining or making household goods, or vehicles

Making food and drinks, cooking or washing up

Using a dishwasher or washing up

Cleaning, hoovering, tidying house

Time with child in your care (secondary activity)

Reading, playing with, or helping children with homework

Feeding, washing, dressing or preparing meals for children

Supporting, comforting or cuddling children

Other childcare not elsewhere listed

Homeschooling children

Time with an adult in your care (secondary activity)

Helping, caring for and looking after adults



Further steps to satellite account

1. Complete Scope
1. Self-classification of internet services

2. Supervisory children’s and adult care

2. Consistent pricing and intermediate consumption
1. Combine spending and time-use diaries

2. Willingness to pay/lose or outcome description through questionnaire

3. Quality adjustments for ‘real’ estimation

4. Need to bring together household capital assets

5. Need to consider conceptual relationship to human and natural capital



Time-Use + Well-being

1. Leisure valuation

2. Activity enjoyment levels

3. Time-use differences across demographics
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Summary

1. UK Household Satellite Account - core valuation

2. UK Online Time-Use Survey - way forward for unpaid work measurement

3. Other time-use surveys benefits for well-being analysis

4. Evolution of scope of unpaid household work

5. Interesting outstanding conceptual questions on further gaps

Contact: economic.wellbeing@ons.gov.uk
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