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• First launched in 2002; a leading international data resource on mortality 
• 49 countries or areas, 70,000+ users; 10.000+ citations 
• International recognition 

Key principles: 
• State of art demographic methodology 
• Comparability across time and space 
• Attention to quality issues and documentation 
• Open data standards 

Advantages: 
• Continuous series without gaps or ruptures 
• Uniform methodology for all countries  
• Standardized inputs and outcomes: by age, year, cohort 

THE HUMAN MORTALITY DATABASE [WWW.MORTALITY.ORG]:  
EVIDENCE BASIS FOR COMPARATIVE MORTALITY RESEARCH 



COMPARATIVE EVIDENCE FROM THE HUMAN MORTALITY DATABASE 
LONGEVITY SHORTFALS DESPIDE HIGH HEALTH CARE SPENDING

Sources: Jasilionis et al. 2023. Data sources: Mortality: HMD, 2024; Health expenditure: OECD, 2024. 



https://mpidr.shinyapps.io/stmortality/
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GROWING CHALLENGES

• Uncertainties in migration and population estimates 

• Inconsistent population definitions 

• Quality of administrative data 

• Data protection regulations 

• Coverage issues due to military conflicts and wars 



THANK YOU!
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