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ONS and the UK context
(1) The Office for National Statistics (ONS)
• UK’s independent national statistical institute
• Growing range of diverse outputs - low carbon & renewable energy economy statistics, 

environmental accounts, bridging understanding of the economy and environment, net zero, natural 
capital and the value of nature to the UK

• Convening role, bringing together stakeholders from across government departments, agencies, 
Devolved Administrations, and other public bodies

(2) The Challenge
• A highly complex system. High quality, trustworthy data, statistics and analysis needed to design, 

monitor and evaluate policies addressing climate change
• Delivering a cross-government climate change statistics portal in time for COP26, bringing data and 

statistics together to improve coherence, accessibility and comparability
• Agreeing a framework to underpin
• One ONS approach working with government, identifying and filling key policy analytical gaps



The UK Climate Change Project
• A cross-government collaborative project to increase the coherence, 

accessibility and comparability of UK climate change-related 
data, statistics and analysis

• It will improve access and understanding, identify gaps and offer new 
insights, including through potential linkage of datasets

• It’s vision is to become the UK’s accessible, trusted, relevant and high-
quality climate change statistical and analytical evidence base that is 
widely used to inform decision-making, monitor progress, and support a 
coherent UK climate change narrative, in one central place



3 components

► Statistics – UK Indicator Framework for Climate Change

► Portal – Prototype Data Portal and Dashboard visualisations

► Analysis – Identify data gaps, provide cross-cutting policy 
evidence and track progress towards combating and 
minimising impacts of climate change 
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Climate Change Portal
• Cross government project

• Audience/user persona: 
government analysts, external 
specialists and academics, 
possibly also 
interested/informed citizens

• Prototype launched ahead of, 
and demonstrated at, COP26

• Moving to phase 2, reviewing 
framework and building the 
range of data, metrics and 
analysis presented

• https://climate-
change.data.gov.uk/

https://climate-change.data.gov.uk/


Data portal/catalogue/explorer
• Dataset search, filter, slice 

and dice, and download

• 5* open data format -
consistent formatting of data

• Advanced search and 
navigation functionality

• Audience/user persona: 
government analysts,
external specialists and 
academics



Statistical narrative dashboards



Undertaking the consultation of the Global Set –
The UK experience
• Global Set of Climate Change Statistics and Indicators provided an 

excellent opportunity for us to consider our developing framework 
against the UNSD objective of developing a global set of climate 
change statistics and indicators

• We consulted and coordinated contributions from more than 20 
government departments, bodies and agencies and devolved 
administrations.

• Strong alignment of the UK framework’s pillars to the Global Set. UK 
framework has similar 'Areas’ or ‘Pillars’ to the Global Set.

• Approximately 40% of 'statistics' align with the UK framework 
completely; approx. 30% are similarly defined and/or the UK have 
partial data; and for the remainder the UK don't currently include.



• Creating a UK framework on climate change has helped overcome 
the issue of a diffuse policy environment and UK environmental 
policy as a devolved government matter.

• Evolving policy
• Delivery through a centralised portal, platform and dashboard.
• Continual need to review and evolve framework
• Increasing demand for granular detail and broader coverage, e.g. 

exploring green jobs and finance.
• Portal phase 2 work to focus on impact, mitigation and adaptation 

pillars.

Going forward



Thank you

Questions
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