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2020 Census Round 
(2015-2024) Context

●  New development frameworks   with new 
data needs

●  New census technologies - digitization and 
GIS

●  New data governance needs
●  Funding challenges
●  Capacity gaps
●  Conflict, instability, mobility
●  Massive impact of COVID-19
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2020 Census Round Schedule
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Model Population Estimates

Afghanistan (partial): 2015 census covered 
parts of the country; for the remainder 
WorldPop and UNFPA generated model 
population estimates (first case) 

Burkina Faso (partial): Model population 
estimates generated for limited areas not 
enumerated in 2019 

South Sudan- (full coverage)- Population 
estimation survey completed for the whole 
country in 2021. 

More countries requesting population 
estimates to complement  census .



Improving use of 
census data for 
impact



Child Marriage (%) Child Marriage (Number)

Visualizing indicators- e.g. SDGs



Mapping COVID-19 Population Vulnerabilities

https://covid19-map.unfpa.org



Combining census and survey data to estimate indicators at small 
area level 
Combining census and survey data allows for finer disaggregation of survey indicators, e.g. estimating demand for 
contraception (SDG Indicator 3.7.1) at municipality level in  Nepal

• DHS alone allows limited 
spatial disaggregation of FP.

• Census lacks FP indicators

• Combining both data sources 
using SAE allows estimates at 
small area level

https://www.unfpa.org/publications/small-area-estimation


Mapping Access to Essential Services? 
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Mapping climate change vulnerability:
Population density in Mid-High flood and landslide zones 
in Semarang, Indonesia (Indonesia 2010 Census)

 



Leveraging census for other population data 

• Civil registration coverage and 
quality- (Centre of Excellence for 
CRVS systems)

• Common Operational Datasets - 
Pop Statistics COD-PS - (80 in 
2021)- LINK

• Population projections/ future 
scenarios

• Population estimates - LINK

https://data.humdata.org/m/dashboards/cod
https://www.unfpa.org/resources/value-modelled-population-estimates-census-planning-and-preparation


• Technical Briefs / Guidance Notes (LINK)

• Upcoming e-Learning courses: 
■ Register-based census, 
■ GIS for census
■ Small Area Estimation (SAE)

• Global / regional webinars, e.g:
■ Thematic Analysis
■ Census Communications & Publicity 

• Regional in-person Workshops (when 
possible)

• Targeted country support: CTA, Consultants, 
expert missions, technical, operational & 
administrative support.

• South to South  and Triangular Cooperation

UNFPA Census Capacity Strengthening 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZO6UPpOmxv1BYoDhUXOD7v5aXCFp7Ogm6dY5Lq89ags/edit
https://youtu.be/GXqoRc3bAxA
https://youtu.be/De_QBLBqrIY


BECAUSE 
EVERYONE 
COUNTS

Thank you


