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Statement: 
The Gambia would like to express on behalf of the Africa Group a contribution to the subject matter 
 
Introduction  
 
Acknowledging the 2021 Kyoto Declaration on Advancing Crime Prevention, Criminal Justice and the 
Rule of Law: Towards the Achievement of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the African 
member states would want to reiterate the deep concern about the negative impact of crime on the 
rule of law, human rights, socioeconomic development, public health and security, the environment 
and cultural heritage. Evidence by UNDOC shows the cofactors associated with crime in Africa are 
linked to high levels of income inequality, rapid urbanization, high proportion of unemployed youth 
and poorly resourced criminal justice systems.  
 
African member states acknowledge that to effectively fight against all kinds of crimes, to monitor the 
decrease of crimes and to evaluate efforts to fight against crimes, statistics and data on crime and 
criminal justice are needed. In addition, crime and criminal justice statistics are needed for 8 targets 
and 15 indicators of the Sustainable Development Goals especially those relating to violence 
reduction and crime prevention, organized crime and illicit trafficking and Access to justice, 
corruption and rule of law. 
 
Recommendations and points of discussion: 
 
Africa supports the resolution of the Kyoto Declaration to develop, implement and evaluate crime 
prevention strategies, including their effectiveness, that address the causes, including the root causes, 
and risk factors that make different segments of society more vulnerable to crime, and share best 
practices to strengthen our capacity; 
 
Africa endorses the need to enhance evidence-based crime prevention strategies through the 
collection and analysis of data using systematic and coherent criteria, bearing in mind the 
International Classification of Crime for Statistical Purposes, and evaluate the effectiveness of such 
strategies; 
 
Africa acknowledges the successful model of the Centres of Excellence as effective partnerships 
between national statistical offices and United Nations agencies to support countries in the area of 
crime and criminal justice statistics, and invite UNODC to define a new partnership for the 
establishment of a centre of excellence to support countries in Africa; 
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Africa will endeavor to improve the quality and availability of data on crime trends, considering the 
development of statistical indicators, and share such data, on a voluntary basis, to strengthen our 
capacity to better understand global crime trends and improve the effectiveness of strategies to 
prevent and combat crime; 
 
Africa approves the new methodological tools that will improve crime and criminal justice statistics at 
the national, regional and global levels. 
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