
Statistical Commission 2021  

 Side event: "UN Legal Identity Agenda: Implementation during the 

pandemic" 
 

Date and Time: 

9:00 – 10:45 am, Friday, February 26, 2021 (EST/GMT-5) 

 

Platform: 

Microsoft Teams will be used for the side event: Click here to join the meeting  

 

Language:  

The side event will be conducted in English. 

 

Recording: 

The side event will be recorded and made available on the UNSD website. 

 

About: 
 

Civil registration system needs to be capable of universal registration of all vital events in a country. 

However, as documented by the United Nations1, in approximately one half of the world’s countries 

or areas, the civil registration is not complete and universal, thus depriving a significant population 

of accessing the basic legal documents that establish (birth certificate) and retire (death certificate) 

the legal identity of individuals. Thus, in the best and normal circumstances, the functioning of civil 

registration is not complete – consequently one can expect an even more challenging concatenation 

in the case of emergencies. 

 

Since the outset of the COVID-19 pandemic, the impact of the pandemic brought considerable 

adverse effects on a functioning of societies, economy and a long list of government services. In 

terms of functioning of civil registration and the production of vital statistics, there are two 

distinctive clusters of countries: those whose civil registration systems faced increased difficulties 

in delivering registration services, either as a consequence of civil registration not being identified 

as an essential government function that need to operate even in times of pandemic or as a 

consequence of the reluctance of the population and the inability of health services to inform the 

civil registration on the occurrence of vital events due to the fear of contagion (in the case of 

population) or due to the fact that health institutions were overwhelmed by the volume of incoming 

patients. The second cluster would refer to countries that were able to maintain the functioning of 

the civil registration systems and for generating vital statistics and in those countries, there was a 

significant increase in the number of registered deaths.  

 

Simultaneously, the United Nations Legal Identity Task Force initiated the implementation of the 

holistic approach to civil registration, vital statistics and identity management in African countries, 

with UN ECA in the lead. The initial rapid assessment reports initiated the preparations of the 

proposals related to the realization of the UN LIA model and the subsequent One UN efforts and 

activities in pilot countries. 

 

Organized by UNSD, this side event provides an opportunity for national statistical offices, 

international organizations and delegates of Permanent Missions to acquire a more detailed overview 

of the impact the COVID-19 pandemic has had on the functioning of civil registration and vital 

statistics worldwide. Topics to be discussed include (a) international standards for civil registration 

and statistics vital and its implementation in countries; (b) the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic 

 
1 See Impact of COVID-19 — UN Legal Identity Agenda 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MjY2MWRiMzgtNGQ5MC00MmFmLTlmNzAtMTc3MDAyMzQ2YTEx%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%220f9e35db-544f-4f60-bdcc-5ea416e6dc70%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22ce8c5ede-f8f6-4ff0-9e07-1c60e875d7c8%22%7d
https://unstats.un.org/legal-identity-agenda/covid-19


on operations and maintenance of civil registration and production of vital statistics; (c) the short-

term and long-term consequences in the recording of vital events due to the pandemic, (d) ensuring 

universal civil registration of all events beyond the COVID-19 pandemic, (e) reporting on the UN 

LIA implementation in African pilot countries, and (f) partners’ experiences in supporting UNLIA 

during the pandemic. 

 

Agenda: 

 

Time   Activity  Presenters  

9:00 – 9:10 Welcome remarks by UNLIA Secretariat   - Mr. Srdjan Mrkic, 

UNSD 

9:10 – 9:20 Introduction to UNLIA and report on work 

programme for 2021 

- Mr. Srdjan Mrkic, 

UNSD  

- Ms. Kirsten Di 

Martino, UNICEF 

- Mr. Niall McCann, 

UNDP  
 

9:20 – 9:45 CRVS/IM under Covid-19 

 

• Results of the survey on assessing the 

impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on 

the functioning of CRVS 
 

• Updated data on estimated 

completeness of birth and death 

registration 
 

 

 

- Mr. Srdjan Mrkic, 

UNSD 

 

 

- Mr. Predrag Savic, 

UNSD 

9:45 – 10:00 UNLIA implementation in pilot countries 
 
  

- Mr. William 

Muhwava, ECA  

10:00 - 10:15 Legal Identity and Global Cross-Border 

Mobility 

- Mr. Florian G. 

Forster, Head, 

Immigration and 

Border Management 

(IBM), IOM 

 

10:15 – 10:30  Remarks from UNLIA Supporters and 

Countries Supported by UNLIA 

- Mr. Junya Nakano, 

Minister, Permanent 

Mission of Japan 
 

- Mr. Macdonald G. 

Obudho, Director 

General of the Kenya 

Bureau of National 

Statistics 

 

10:30 – 10:45  Q&A    

 

 

 

http://unstats.un.org/

