Title: Contribution of Citizen Science Data to SDG Monitoring
Date: February, Monday 15t
Time: 14:00 Geneva / 13:00 UT / 08:00 NY / 20:00 Bangkok

Description: The SDGs reflect a data-driven and society-oriented framework that requires a
collaborative action from all levels of society to achieve the future we want while leaving no one
behind. Crucial to the success of this framework is timely, reliable and comprehensive data that
are difficult to gather using traditional sources of data alone. Coupled with the traditional
methods and other new sources of data such as Earth Observation (EO), citizen science has a
great potential to address the data gaps and needs in the SDG framework. A recent study by Fraisl
et al shows that citizen science data have the potential to contribute data to 33% of the SDG
indicators.

This session aims to introduce Citizen Science to the official statistics community and
demonstrate the value of citizen science for monitoring the SDGs, drawing upon concrete
examples that outline the use of citizen science data by NSOs and UN agencies. The challenges
and barriers for the uptake of citizen science data for feeding into SDG monitoring processes will
be discussed, and how we can bring it into the scope of official statistics through recognition by
governments, national statistical offices (NSOs), the UN system, and other data producers and
users, from the perspective of the representatives of all these stakeholders.

Introduction: Steve MacFeely, Chief Statistician, UNCTAD
Speakers:

e Dilek Fraisl, Research Scholar, Novel Data Ecosystems for Sustainability Research
(NODES), International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA)

e Linda See, Senior Research Scholar, Novel Data Ecosystems for Sustainability Research
(NODES), International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA)

e Omar Seidu, Ghana Statistical Service, Head of Demographic Statistics & SDGs
Coordinator, Ghana Statistical Service (GSS)

e Muki Haklay, Professor, Extreme Citizen Science (ExCiteS) Research Group, University
College London (UCL)


https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11625-020-00833-7
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11625-020-00833-7
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