
Event on disability 
statistics

 Date: Wednesday, 7 March 2018

 Time: 1:15-2:30 p.m.

 Room no.: Conference Room A



NEED FOR BETTER HARMONIZED & 
COMPARABLE DATA

 Regional analysis using published national data on disability cannot 
be undertaken for reasons :

 (a) variation in definition, question format, threshold measures
 (b) lack of comparison with people without disabilities
 (c) lack of disaggregation and cross-tabulation of data in main 

standardized socioeconomic areas

 However, when national household survey and population census 
data are collected and compiled in accordance with international 
standards, data on disability prevalence are harmonized and 
comparable between countries.



ESCWA DISABILITY STATISTICS 
PROGRAMME

 Established in 2016

 Compile national data from the member countries

 EGM on disability measurement and statistics in support of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development and the 2020 World 
Programme on Population and Housing Censuses, Muscat, March 
2017

 Regional workshop on improving disability statistics in the Arab 
countries, Casablanca, April 2017



OUTCOMES

 2017, Online bulletin on Arab disability in numbers

 2017, contribution to the SDD publication on Strengthening Social 
Protection for Persons with Disabilities

 2018, Regional Guidebook to Improve Disability Data Collection 
and Analysis in the Arab Countries

 Website on Disability Statistics 
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CONTENTS

 Disability Statistics for Policy

 Disability Concepts and Data Collection Strategies

 The WG on Disability Statistics Data Collection Tools

 Best Practices for Data Collection

 Measuring Prevalence of Disability

 Conclusion and Recommendations



IMPORTANT FEATURES - DIVERSITY

 Definition

 Translation

 WG-SS domains

 module placement in questionnaire

 use of screening questions

 introductory statements

 Training of field workers

 reference to disability

 method of asking questions

 use of response categories

 applying correct format 

 proxy respondents

 use of unspecified domains 

 age suitability



IMPORTANT FEATURES - ANALYSIS

 threshold of people with disability

 disaggregation of disability

 cross-tabulations and international classification standards

 List of indicators for policy analysis aligned with international 
frameworks (SDGs, KILM, UIS indicators, Population & Housing Rev3, 
other..)



RECOMMENDATIONS

 Arab module of the WG_SS+ (AWG-SS+) six domains: 
 Seeing, hearing, mobility (walking and climbing stairs), cognition 

(remembering and concentrating), self-care, and communicating,

 + upper body domain functioning : arms + hands functioning

 Tips for Improving Implementation of WG Approach



FUTURE WORK

 Regional study on Disability Statistics and SDGs, 2018

 EGM on the Regional Guidelines and AWG-SS+, 2018

 Regional Metadata Handbook on Disability Indicators, 2019

 Funding ESCWA Regional Programme on Disability Statistics


