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 Optimize benefits of space-based 
EO through cooperation of CEOS 
Agencies in mission planning and in 
data products, applications and policies.

 Serve as focal point for international 
coordination of space-based EO 
activities, including GEO and entities 
related to global change.

 Encourage complementarity and 
compatibility among space-based 
EO systems currently in service or 
development.

32 CEOS Agencies | 28 Associated Members  
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EO for People & the Planet



Commonly stated obstacles to the scaling-up and operational use 
of EO in the global sustainable development agenda
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The European Copernicus initiative 
Securing satellite data access in the long term

Radar MR Optical + Altimetry

HR Optical Atmos. Chemistry GEO

Atmos. Chemistry LEO

Altimetry



Long-term (decadal) continuous & consistent data

S-1 A/B/C/D
S-1 A/B 2nd Generation

S-2 A/B/C/D
S-2 A/B 2nd Generation

S-3 A/B/C/D
S-3 A/B 2nd Generation

S-4 A/B (on MTG)

S-5 Precursor
S-5 A/B/C (on MetOp-SG)
S-6 (J-CS) A/B



National coverage: 603.500 km2

Field Scale
10m resolution
Overall accuracy: 96%

Non-Cropland 
Cropland 

Contains modified Copernicus 
Sentinel data [2016], 
credit Sen2-Agri project

National crop mask (Ukraine 2016)



National crop type mapping at field scale 
(Ukraine 2016)

Contains modified Copernicus Sentinel data [2016], credit Sen2-Agri project



National crop statistics by admin. units 
(Ukraine 2016)
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Support of SDG Targets 
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CEOS EO Handbook on SDGs



Part II: perspectives on EO for the SDGs

Stand-alone narratives from different organisations
on the role of EO for the SDGs. 
 UN System and its role in ensuring optimal 

application of EO for different aspects of the SDGs.
 NSOs and their inspiring efforts to apply EO in 

their national statistics.
 Custodian Agencies promoting the use of EO in 

the methodological guidelines of the indicators.
 EO data & service providers and coordination 

bodies stimulating uptake of EO in the SDGs.
 NGOs that have recognised the importance of EO 

and its potential for the SDGs. 
 IFIs/MDBs seeking to ensure that development 

aid projects get the full benefit of EO.



CEOS EO Handbook on SDGs





The Future is Now
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