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Purposes of the UN

• To maintain international peace and 
security […]

• To develop friendly relations among 
nations […]

• To achieve international co-operation 
in solving international problems of an 
economic, social, cultural, or 
humanitarian character, and in 
promoting and encouraging respect for 
human rights […]

• To be a centre for harmonizing the 
actions of nations in the attainment of 
these common ends



UN principal organs

• General Assembly (GA)

• Security Council (SC)

• Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC)

• Secretariat

• International Court of Justice

• Trusteeship Council





1st Statistical Commission

Lake Success, USA

27 January 1947



Statistical Commission mandate

• The terms of reference of the Commission state 
that it shall assist the Council:
• In promoting the development of national statistics 

and the improvement of their comparability;

• In the coordination of the statistical work of 
specialized agencies;

• In the development of the central statistical services 
of the Secretariat;

• In advising the organs of the United Nations on general 
questions relating to the collection, analysis and 
dissemination of statistical information;

• In promoting the improvement of statistics and 
statistical methods generally.



Statistical Commission 
membership

• Nowadays, Commission consists of 24 Member 
States of the UN elected by the ECOSOC

• 4 year terms

• Based on an equitable geographical 
distribution

• All other states are considered Observers

• Bureau = Chair + 3 vice-chairs + rapporteur



3rd Statistical Commission

Lake Success, USA

26 April 1948



14th Statistical Commission

Geneva, Switzerland

10 October 1966



47th Statistical Commission

New York, USA

11 March 2016



48th Statistical Commission

70th anniversary

GA hall, NY, USA

26 April 1948





Statistics Division functions

• Secretariat of the UN Statistical Commission

• Data

• Methodology

• Capacity development

• Coordination 



Statistics Division work 
programmes

• Energy Statistics

• Gender Statistics

• Industry Statistics

• National Accounts

• Tourism Statistics

• Trade Statistics

• Big data for official statistics

• Demographic and Social Statistics

• Development indicators

• Environmental-Economic Accounting

• Environment Statistics

• Geospatial Information

• Statistical Classifications
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