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Note by the Secretary-General 
 
 In accordance with Economic and Social Council decision 2017/228 and past practices, the 
Secretary-General has the honour to transmit the report of the the Economic Commission for Africa on 
regional statistical development in Africa. The report highlights activities being undertaken in Africa on 
statistical development, some of which have a global connotation. The report includes methodological 
works in support of the implementation of the Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development and the Agenda 
2063 ‘’The Africa We Want’’.  It includes key areas of focus such as the Strategy for the Harmonization 
of Statistics in Africa, civil registration and vital statistics, agricultural statistics, gender statistics and 
open data and data revolution. The Statistical Commission is invited to comment on the work undertaken 
by the Africa region as well identify possible areas of collaboration with other regions. 
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I. Introduction 
 
1. The need of high-quality real time data, for designing, monitoring and effective evaluation of national, sub-
regional, continental and global development agendas, remain a challenge to national statistical systems in Africa. The 
good news is that new technologies have exponentially increased the volume and types of data available, creating 
unprecedented possibilities for informing and transforming societies.  Africa should take advantage of innovative and 
adaptive approach to better harness the potentials of the new world of data. 
 
2. The present report covers activities being undertaken in Africa on statistical development in term of strategies, 
methodologies and key areas of focus, while indicating related challenges faced by the African Statistical System and 
some key initiatives in support of statistical development in Africa. 
 
3. The report finally proposes key potential actions to be taken by the Commission in order to scale up international 
commitment and support on statistical development in the continent in the global context of the Agenda 2030 for 
Sustainable Development and the continental context of the Agenda 2063 ‘’The Africa We Want’’. 
 
II. Strategies 
 
A. Strategy for the Harmonization of Statistics in Africa 
 
4. The pan African institutions, the African Development Bank (AfDB), African Union Commission (AUC), 
Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), and African Capacity Building Foundation (ACBF) led a joint effort to revise 
and update the Strategy for the Harmonization of Statistics in Africa (SHaSA-2).  The main objective of SHaSA-2 is to 
harmonize statistics produced in Africa to inform the regional integration agenda, as well as the Agenda 2063, the 2030 
development agenda and AfDB’ s High 5s transformative agenda for Africa.  It also aims at operationalizing the vision of 
the African Statistical System, which is: "to become an efficient statistical system that generates reliable, harmonized and 
timely statistical information covering all dimensions of political, economic, social, environmental and cultural 
development and integration of Africa".  This vision will be achieved through SHaSA-2 covering the period 2017-2026.  It 
is anchored on four strategic pillars and based on the establishment of a strong and operational statistical system for the 
emergence of an African statistical renaissance.  The four pillars are: (i) To produce quality statistics for Africa; (ii) To 
coordinate the production of quality statistics for Africa; (iii) To build sustainable institutional capacity in the African 
statistical system; and (iv) To promote a culture of quality policy and decision-making. 
 
5. SHaSA-2 and its supporting documents (Action Plan, Financing Plan and Resource Mobilization and Financing 
Strategies) have been developed through an extensive consultative process involving all African countries, Regional 
Economic Communities (RECs) and development partners.  SHaSA-2 has been approved by the Committee of Directors-
General of National Statistics Offices in March 2017 in Dakar, Senegal and was adopted by the AU Conference of 
Ministers of Finance, Monetary Affairs, Economic Planning and Integration in October 2017 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.  
The strategy will then be submitted to the AU Summit of Heads of State and Government in January 2018 for final 
consideration and adoption.  
 
B. National Strategies for the Development of Statistics 
 
6. National governments and the international development community have increasingly recognized the essential 
role that statistics plays in development policy and, as a consequence, the need for strategic planning in the development 
of national statistical systems particularly in developing countries.  
 
7. The pan African institutions (AfDB, AUC, ACBF and ECA) are promoting the design of National Strategies for 
the Development of Statistics (NSDSs) in Africa.  Actions undertaken by pan African Institutions yielded several 
impactful results.  A guidebook was developed on mainstreaming sectors into the NSDS which has been accepted 
internationally as best practice in the design of NSDS.  Regional and continental workshops were organized to build 
capacity on NSDS and its processes among African countries.  Technical assistance and funding to African countries to 
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design their NSDSs were provided: in the last few years, assistance was given more than twenty-three countries1 to 
evaluate, design or update their NSDS or Statistics Strategy. Together with other partners (especially PARIS21), pan 
African institutions have led inter-agency missions to countries to review implementation of their NSDSs.  In light of 
increased demand for development data resulting from SDGs and the New Results Measurement Framework, all the 
African Countries and RECs, with the technical and financial support of the Pan African Institutions are aligning their 
NSDS and Regional Strategies for the Development of Statistics (RSDSs) to the continental strategy for the harmonization 
of statistics (SHaSA II).  
 
C. National Spatial Data Infrastructures Development 
 
8. As part of its efforts to assist member States to reach socio-economic development, ECA  for Africa has been 
carrying out –together with partners and other regional initiatives – a number of synergistic actions in promoting the 
development of national spatial data infrastructures with others national strategies of Member States.  The efforts led to the 
development at regional level of the African Spatial Data Infrastructures (ARSDI) with the aim of leveraging the benefits 
of geospatial science and technology for a people-centered, free market based and export-oriented socio-economic 
development. 
 
9. In line with the current recalibration of ECA business focus, the Geo-information vision is concurrently translated 
in:  i) Advancing holistic geospatial information management and governance; ii) Establishing authoritative repository of 
development data (Open Government Data); iii) Auto-empowering the African communities so as to increase spatial 
literacy, spatial awareness and navigational abilities; iv) Mainstreaming the enabling capabilities of geospatial technology 
into National Statistics Offices activities. 
 
D. Strategic Plans for Agricultural and Rural Statistics 
 
10. In the framework of the Action Plan of the Global Strategy for Improving Agricultural and Rural Statistics in 
Africa, and following the priority technical assistance needs identification2 undertaken in November 2014 by the AfDB, 
Technical assistance (TA) activities have been conducted and are currently ongoing for improving the quality and 
availability of agricultural data to users.  That priority needs identification indicated that the development of Strategic 
Plans for Agricultural and Rural Statistics (SPARS) is the highest country needs in terms of TA. SPARS development 
rests on guidelines prepared by the Global Office (GO) of the Global Strategy for Improving Agricultural and Rural 
Statistics and field-tested by the GO and AfDB in Burundi, and is carried out through a participatory and inclusive process 
comprising four steps namely Preparation, Launching, Assessment and Planning.  To ensure full ownership of the SPARS 
development process and its by-products, national agricultural subsector experts work together with stakeholders, and 
national SPARS workshops are conducted at each of these steps in a full participatory manner. 
 
11. On request, the AfDB provided 24 countries with the necessary technical assistance for the development of their 
SPARS.  Plans are underway to involve Regional Economic Commission in SPARS development process with a view to 
have them own the process, build their capacity and help coordinate the process in their respective member countries. 
 
III. Methodological Works to support the African Statistical Agenda 
 
A. Methodological work in support of Agenda 2030 and Agenda 2063 
 
Integrated Regional Indicator Framework Development for Agenda 2030 and Agenda 2063 
 

                                                         
1 Including Botswana, Ethiopia, Ghana, Mauritius, Zimbabwe, Rwanda, Kenya, Sudan, Gabon, Cabo Verde, Ethiopia, Guinea 

Bissau, Madagascar, Mozambique, Namibia, Benin, Zambia, Egypt, South Africa, Gambia, Nigeria, Malawi, Chad  
2 Identifying Technical Assistance Needs for Improving Agricultural Statistics in African Countries, April 2015 
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12. At Africa level, there have been ongoing activities to develop an integrated monitoring and reporting framework 
for both Agenda 2030 and Agenda 2063.  After different consultations and meetings, a final agreement was reach to use 
140 indicators (of which most are SDGs indicators) for the regional monitoring and reporting on both Agendas. 
 
Handbook on the Integrated Indicator Framework 
 
13. The African Centre for Statistics has prepared a Handbook on the Integrated Regional Indicator Framework of 
Agenda 2030 and Agenda 2063: Concepts and Definitions.  An expert group meeting was organized to review the 
Handbook from 18 to 20 September 2017 in Nairobi, Kenya. The Final version of the Handbook is now ready by 
incorporating the comments from the expert group meeting participants. 
 
Survey on the availability of SDG economic indicators 
 
14. At the national level, measuring the progress towards the SDGs calls for a concerted effort by the National 
Statistical System coordinated by the National Statistical Office to determine how to best carry out the related data 
collection, processing, compilation, analysis, and dissemination activities to meet the needs and requirements of measuring 
SDG progress.  
 
15. In support of the efforts made by the member states, ECA conducted a survey on the availability of the Tier I 
SDG economic indicators and the related data sources.  The survey reveals that there are significant gaps and 
discrepancies in the availability of the values of the indicators and their respective data sources among the 54 African 
countries. 
  
16. An expert group meeting was convened inviting representatives of member states to Addis Ababa in November 
2017 to meet with representatives from the custodial agencies of the respective SDG indicators.  Country experts 
presented papers on the practice, experiences, and challenges in terms of data collection and processing. Custodial agency 
experts from the Statistics Division of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat, 
ILO, and IEA introduced methodologies on how to calculate and produce the related SDG indicators.   A report on SDG 
Economic Indicators in Africa was compiled to summarize the key findings, conclusions, and recommendations that 
emerged from the meeting.  The final report was distributed to all the countries on the continent. 
  
B. Statistical Development Indicators 
 
17. In response to the statistical challenges posed to African countries by the increased demand for high quality 
statistics, stakeholders have taken several initiatives within them is a composite Index, the African Statistical Development 
Index (ASDI) initially developed in 2012 by ECA, to measure the progress in statistical development in Africa.  In 
connection with targets 18 and 19 of goal 17 of the sustainable development goals, ECA has revisited and improved the 
methodology of ASDI and was endorsed by the fifth session of Committee on Statistics in Africa (StatCom Africa) in 
December 2016, in Grand Bassam, Côte d’Ivoire.  The improved version of ASDI was presented at an event organized by 
PARIS21 in April 2017, where the participants observed that the new version of ASDI has methodology of a global scope, 
since it is based on quality and strategic frameworks that qualifies this measuring tool to be used by other regions and 
agencies outside Africa. In effect and due to this unique desirable feature, ECA renamed ASDI to be the Statistical 
Development Indicators with acronym (StatDI) to allow for wider applicability of this new tool.  
 
18. This tool is composed of a sequence of composite indices. Each index measures the statistical development 
performance prevailing in a dimension or sub dimension of a national statistical system. By tracking the progress in the 
different dimensions of the national statistical system, StatDI can measure the strengths and weaknesses of a given 
national statistical system.  For the operationalization of StatDI and to enhance ownership of this tool by member states, 
ECA is developing a manual and a software to be reviewed by an Expert Group Meeting, which will be presented to the 
Committee of Directors General (CoDG) of the African national statistical offices.  
 
C. Agricultural Statistics Capacity Indicators (ASCI) 
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19. One of the constraints faced in formulating the Action Plan of the Global Strategy for Improving Agricultural and 
Rural Statistics in Africa was a lack of comprehensive and up-to-date information of requisite quality on countries’ 
capacity to produce agricultural statistics. Accordingly, the need to undertake country capacity assessments was identified 
as the first critical activity needed for implementation of the Action Plan. At that end, the AfDB developed a country 
assessment method and related instruments to measure the capacity of African Countries to produce agricultural statistics, 
which were thereafter field-tested in Rwanda, Ghana and Uganda. In a nutshell, four dimensions of National Agricultural 
Statistical Systems are assessed, namely (i) Institutional Infrastructure (Prerequisite dimension), (ii) Resources (Input 
dimension), (iii) Statistical Methods & Practices (Throughput dimension), and (iv) Availability of Statistical Information 
(Output dimension). 
 
20. The report of the country assessments carried out in 2016 shows that there is an improved overall performance of 
national agriculture statistical system in Africa with a general increase of 6.4% in their capacities to generate more and 
better national agricultural statistics.  It further highlights those countries that have shown signs of improvement in their 
capacity to produce relevant agricultural statistics, as well as those exhibiting some weakness.  Data for 27 countries have 
been already uploaded unto the AfDB Website and can be accessed at 
http://dataportal.opendataforafrica.org/data#topic=MSCD. 
 
IV. Primary areas of focus 
 
A. Civil registration and Vital Statistics 

A continental institutional framework and programme 
 
21. The Civil Registration and Vital Statistics in Africa is being implemented through the Africa Programme on 
Accelerated Improvement of Civil Registration and Vital Statistics (APAI-CRVS), based on the policy and programmatic 
guidance provided by African Ministers Responsible for Civil Registration through the resolutions made at the previous 
three sessions of the Conference of African Ministers Responsible for Civil Registration (hereafter referred to as the 
Conference of African Ministers). The Conference of African Ministers was institutionalized as a standing forum of the 
African Union Commission.  
 
22. The regional CRVS programme is buttressed by the Regional CRVS Core Group formed by the key CRVS actors 
on the continent – Pan-African institutions, United Nations agencies and non-governmental organizations, working 
together within a common framework, the APAI-CRVS. Set up in 2011, the Core Group is intended to harmonize 
approaches, harness synergies and thus help to avoid duplication of efforts as well as provide technical and financial 
support to APAI-CRVS. The Core Group arrangement is being formalized through a memorandum of understanding, 
which will ensure a more sustainable engagement by partners in the implementation of the continental programme.  
 
African Symposiums for Statistical Development as vehicle for advocacy 
 
23. One of the key activities promoting the collaboration of CRVS actors at the country level (mainly statistical 
offices and civil registration offices) were the last five consecutive African Symposiums for Statistical Development 
(ASSDs) which had CRVS as their main focus. During the eleventh ASSD, the last one dedicated to the improvement of 
CRVS, the Director-Generals of national statistical offices and civil registration offices of African States committed to 
establish a Commission of Registrar Generals at the continental level.  The taskforce meeting that prepared the 
establishment a Commission of Registrar Generals was held in Vitoria Falls, Zimbabwe from the 17 to 20th of October 
2017.  
 
Partnership 
  
24. The CRVS partnership is composed of multiple developing partners, whose mandates are to help countries 
achieve CRVS improvement and the goals for the African CRVS Decade (2017-2026).  The coordination between APAI-
CRVS secretariat and developing partners is fundamental for the organization of CRVS activities and for implementation 
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of the Africa Program for Accelerated Improvement of Civil Registration and Vital Statistics Costed strategic plan 2017-
2021 as well as other continental CRVS endeavors.  
 
Progress and challenges 
 
25. Responding to the call of African Ministers Responsible for Civil Registration made in the declaration during the 
second conference in Durban to “Develop results-based monitoring and evaluation systems and tools to monitor and report 
on progress on CRVS”, APAI-CRVS Secretariat has developed a framework to document and monitor progress made by 
Member States in the improvement of CRVS systems.  The monitoring report was prepared based on the APAI-CRVS 
web-based monitoring results conducted in October 2016 to measure the progress achieved by each country in various 
aspects of civil registration and vital statistics systems.  The report presents summary of the findings based on responses 
obtained from 39 countries out of the 54 member states expected to fill-in the online monitoring form, which makes 72% 
response rate.  
 
(i) Rapid and Comprehensive Assessments and Strategic Plans 
 
26. According to the monitoring report, more than half of the countries in Africa have conducted rapid and 
comprehensive assessments, some have developed strategic plans and few of them have begun to implement their strategic 
plans. Despite the remarkable progress achieved in the past few years, there remain a number of major challenges facing 
the African CRVS systems.  
 
(ii) Legislation  
 
27. All countries in the region, except South Sudan, have laws and legal provisions for civil registration.  However, 
in many countries the existing laws are outdated and not aligned to the recommended international standards.  In more 
than one-third of the countries, the civil registration law does not distinguish late and delayed registration.  For example, 
registration of marriage and divorce are not compulsory in many countries.   The monitoring result showed that divorce 
registration is compulsory only in 17 out of the 39 countries.  Nearly half of the countries (46%) have no legal provision 
for transferring of data from civil registration offices to a government agency in charge of compiling national vital 
statistics and producing annual report.  
 
(iii) Budgetary Allocation 
 
28. National government allocate budget for the maintenance of the civil registration system. Nonetheless, more than 
two-thirds of the countries budget are either inadequate or irregular. For five countries, the government does not make 
budgetary allocation for the civil registration system.  Only 11 countries (28%) have adequate human resource at all levels 
of their CR system, yet for 27 countries (67%) their human resource is inadequate at the local registration offices.  More 
than half of the countries have no routine training schedule for civil registrars and trainings are conducted occasionally in 
an ad hoc basis.  
 
(iv) Coordination 
 
29. Nearly three-quarter (74%) of the countries have constituted high-level coordination body to oversight and 
provide guidance for national CRVS systems, but the coordination system is not effective in half of these countries. 
Although many countries have a formal inter-agency committee to facilitate CRVS operations, the collaboration remains 
to be insufficient.  
  
(v) Computerized Civil Registration System  
 
30. One-third of the 39 countries capture birth and death records electronically at all local registration offices.  Only 
few countries employ mobile phone technology to notify birth and death occurrences at home or in health facilities.  The 
monitoring result reveals that 29 out of the 39 countries have national identification database and 20 countries maintain 
computerized database on civil registration records.  However, the two systems are interoperable only in 13 countries.  
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Conclusion 
 
31. There is a need to pay particular attention on the five poorly functioning components of CRVS systems for most 
of the countries: budgeting and human resource, coordination and monitoring, use of ICT and digitization, recording of 
cause-of-death, and producing vital statistics from civil registration. 
 
B. Population and Housing Censuses 
 
Preparation for the 2020 Round of Population and Housing Census in Africa 
 
32. ECA undertook an assessment on country preparedness for the 2020 Round of Population and Housing Census in 
Africa in view of building institutional capacity in Africa to conduct the census within this round.  The purpose for the 
assessment include but not limited to, i) Determining the current status of countries preparedness for the 2020 round of 
Population and Housing Census, establish their major challenges/best practices and key considerations for the 2020 
Census, and ii) Identifying country preparedness gaps iii) Ensuring that the 2020 round of censuses collect data that are 
relevant to national, regional and international policy, planning and reporting requirements. 
 
33. Expert Group Meeting was organised on the 3rd African Addendum of the UN Principles and Recommendations 
on Population and Housing Census from 19 to 22 July 2016 in Nairobi, Kenya.  And subsequently the African 
Coordinating Committee for the 2020 round of the census was also established.  
 
34.  The African Centre for Statistics and the Statistics Division co-organized the United Nations Regional Meeting 
on Disability Measurement and Statistics in support of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the 2020 World 
Population and Housing Census Programme, Kampala, Uganda, 15-17 November 2016 which is part of a series of 
regional meetings which has the following objectives: (i) to review and discuss national experiences, including challenges 
faced and lessons learned, to measure the population with disabilities during censuses of the 2010 round; (ii) to provide an 
opportunity to discuss strategies for compilation of data on disability for the monitoring of Sustainable Development 
Goals; and (iii) to foster intra-regional cooperation aimed at enhancing national capacity in disability measurement and 
improving the quality of data for monitoring the SDGs.  The two UN entities are planning to organize a regional meeting 
in Tanzania in February 2018.  ACS and the Statistics Division also co-organized the United Nations Regional Workshop 
on the 2020 World Programme on Population and Housing Censuses: International Standards and Contemporary 
Technologies, Lusaka, Zambia, 20-23 March 2017.   
  
C. National Accounts  
 
35. As part of the African Project on the Implementation of the 2008 System of National Accounts, to support 
countries in compiling, revising, updating, and applying Supply-Use Tables (SUTs) for economic policy research and 
analysis, ECA jointly with the World Bank, Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development and the World 
Trade Organization initiated a Capacity Building Programme on the Compilation of SUTs in Africa. Despite the 
importance and usefulness of SUTs, there are about half the countries in Africa which have not yet compiled SUTs. 
 
36. The capacity building programme consists of a series of activities in three phases: an e-training module, a face-to-
face seminar, and follow-up national workshops and on-site technical assistance. The main reference materials used for the 
e-training include the three ECA handbooks/guidebooks: a handbook on Supply and Use Tables, a guidebook on Using 
Administrative Data in National Accounts, and a guidebook on Accounting for Informal Sector for the Compilation of 
National Accounts.  
 
37. Over 300 participants from 41 countries participated in the trainings.  Among these participants over 100 
registered for the final assessment, demonstrating confidence and commitment of the participants for higher quality 
national accounts statistics, which are essential for economic analysis, policy-making and monitoring and reporting of the 
Sustainable Development Goals.  
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38. Technical and advisory support was extended to a number of countries, upon their request, to strengthen the 
capacities of member States for the implementation of the 2008 System of National Accounts, and to improve their 
national accounts and national statistical systems. Technical missions were undertaken in Mauritania, Equatorial Guinea, 
Togo and Liberia on the GDP rebasing.  The expected outcome of those missions is enhanced capacities in the production 
and dissemination of national accounts according 2008 SNA and economic statistics. 
 
D. Environmental Statistics and Accounting 
 
39. There is a lack of related technical capacity in many countries in terms of data collection, processing, 
compilation, analysis, and dissemination of environment statistics. To meet the challenges, ECA collaborated with the 
Statistics Division and UN Environment to initiate a capacity building programme on environment statistics in Africa.  
The programme was aimed at raising awareness regarding the urgent need for environment statistics in today’s policy 
making and development planning process, and developing the technical expertise of environment statistics production in 
African countries.  
 
40. In June of 2017, an e-training, led by the Statistics Division using ECA’s platform, discussed the Framework for 
the Development of Environment Statistics (FDES). The FDES 2013 was endorsed by the 44th session of the Statistical 
Commission as the framework for strengthening environment statistics programmes in countries. It is a multi-purpose 
conceptual and statistical framework which sets out the scope of environment statistics, and is an organizing structure to 
guide the data collection and compilation at the national level. More than 200 participants from 37 African countries 
registered and participated in the June e-training. 
 
41. Following the e-training, a face-to-face seminar was held in September in Kenya. The face-to-face seminar has 
deepened the technical knowledge and skills of the participants in producing, processing, compiling, and disseminating of 
environment statistics based on the FDES; given a clear vision of the process for mainstreaming of environment statistics 
in a national context; equipped participants with the capability of design and implementation of a national action plan on 
environment statistics; and enabled countries to establish a foundation for environment statistics through producing a 
compendium of environment statistics. 
 
42. Based on the positive experience with FDES a similar approach will be taken to support countries to build up 
natural capital accounts following the System of Environmental-Economic Account (SEEA).  
 
E. Gender Statistics 
 
43. Gender statistics stakeholders have been actively working in different strategic areas identified for achieving the 
objective of the African Group on Gender Statistics, (AGGS). Main results obtained include among other: (i) Handbook 
for Gender Mainstreaming in African Official Statistics developed by ECA; (ii) Online training toolkit on gender statistics; 
(iii) a process of developing a joint Gender Index from, African Gender and Development Index of ECA and the Africa 
Gender Equality Index of AfDB; (iii) A Gender statistics toolkit on women in informal cross-border trade in Africa. 
 
44. Activities undertaken on training in Gender statistics include: (i) A regional training workshop to improve use of 
existing data for monitoring gender equality and women’s empowerment in Africa; (ii) A regional training workshop on 
the online gender statistics toolkit; (iii) The workshop on “Measuring Women’s Representation in Local Government in 
the ECA region (SDG 5.5.1b)”, and (iv) a National Training Workshop on Gender Statistics in Uganda. 
 
Other key studies include the following: 
 
Women’s Economic Empowerment: Boosting Female Entrepreneurship in Africa 
 
45. A quantitative research was undertaken. The report profiles female entrepreneurs, catalogs the constraints they 
face and investigates gender gaps in productivity in five selected countries with sub-regional representation including 
Angola, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo, Egypt and Mali. The key premise of the Report is that elevating the 
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productivity level of self-employed women is fundamental to their economic empowerment with strong links to their 
social and political empowerment. 
  
The 2016-2017 African Women’s Report  
 
46. A study on the theme “Securing women’s rights to social protection in Africa” was undertaken during the 2016-
2017 biennium with the goal to document the constraints facing women and girls to access quality social protection 
services in Africa.  The study used a two-pronged approach i.e. in-country empirical studies in five selected countries 
namely Chad, Kenya, Namibia, Mauritania and Senegal representing the ECA’s five sub-regions. The empirical research 
was combined with secondary research covering all African countries resulting in a Regional Synthesis Research Report 
which provides a cross country analysis of the impediments to securing women’s access to quality social protection 
services.  
 
 The African Union Commission African Gender Scorecard 
 
47. In 2015, the African Union Commission, supported by ECA, published the first African Gender Scorecard. The 
Scorecard is a simple yet comprehensive tool whose main goal is to provide the African Union Commission and its 
member States with an implementation, as well as a monitoring and accountability tool, to achieve the key objectives of 
Agenda 2063 from a gender perspective.  
  
F. Implementation of the Action Plan of the Global Strategy for Improving Agricultural Food Security and 
Rural Statistics  
 
Technical Assistance  
 
48. To help African countries to improve and strengthen institutional, organizational, and technical capacities for the 
development of their national agricultural statistical systems, a Technical Assistance (TA) component has been developed 
as part of the Action Plan for Improving Agricultural Food Security and Rural Statistics in Africa. This TA component is 
structured around following four elements: (i) Development of institutional and organizational capacities; (ii) Design of 
strategic plan for agricultural and rural statistics (SPARS) as an integral part of the national strategy for the development 
of statistics; (iii) Development and harmonization of data sources; and (iv) Data harmonization and management. 
 
49. The TA component is being implemented by the African Development Bank across the continent and 
mechanisms have been put in place for accelerating and scaling up related activities to achieve the Action Plan objectives. 
At the outset of the implementation period of the Action Plan, AfDB has assisted countries to assess the status of their 
capacity to produce agricultural statistics, build a strong and sustainable institutional framework and foundation for 
agricultural statistics, and identify actual country TA priority needs. This has been done and achieved through following 
means: (i) Country Assessments of national agricultural statistical systems development status (undertaken in 2014 and 
2016, respectively), and (ii) development of national Strategic Plans for Agricultural and Rural Statistics (SPARS) (for 24 
countries, so far).  
 
Training  
 
50.  ECA is responsible for the execution of the training component of the “Action Plan for Africa”.  The purpose of 
the training component is to strengthen the capacity of the agencies concerned with the collection, consolidation, and use 
of agricultural statistics. The methodology employed will be to increase the knowledge, skills, and competencies of their 
staff. Emphasis will also be placed on strengthening and sustaining the capacity of Statistical Training Centers (STC s) to 
develop and deliver good-quality training in agricultural statistics and statistics-related subjects. 
 
51. To date, over 85 various training materials and syllabi have been produced on the pertinent topics of agricultural 
statistics; over 72 scholarships provided for students and experts from national statistical offices and Ministries of 
Agriculture for Masters and Postgraduate level qualifications in agricultural statistics.  To ensure that partners, 
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stakeholders and beneficiaries of the implementation of the training component are kept abreast with the state of affairs in 
the implementation of the activities, ECA produces quarterly newsletter and disseminates widely.   
 
G. Revolutionizing Data Management and Dissemination in Africa 
  
52. In 2012, the African Union Summit of African Heads of State adopted a resolution calling on AfDB, ECA & 
AUC to urgently support countries to improve data management & dissemination systems. Following this directive, AfDB 
launched the Africa Information Highway (AIH) initiative, which involved installing Open Data Platforms (ODP) in all 54 
African countries and 16 regional & sub-regional organizations to facilitate data collection, management, and 
dissemination. Live data links were established between the AfDB and national statistical offices, central banks, and line 
ministries on the one hand, and development partners, international organizations and other users, including the general 
public and the private sector, on the other. 
 
53. One key feature of the AIH is its full compliance with SDMX standards to facilitate easy data exchange within 
and across countries, and partner institutions. In this regard, AfDB has been working closely with the IMF to facilitate the 
reporting of macroeconomic data from African countries to the IMF using the SDMX protocols. This approach has now 
been extended to SDGs data reporting following the launching in 2016 of the SDGs Data Hubs as part of the AIH. All 
African countries now have a fully SDMX compliant SDGs Data Hub which they will use for managing, exchanging and 
reporting their SDGs data. 
 
54. The overall objective of the AIH initiative is to significantly increase public access to official and other statistics 
across Africa, while at the same time supporting African countries to improve data quality, management, and 
dissemination. The AIH also responds to the AfDB’s own demand for timely data to inform its Results Measurement 
Framework and facilitate the monitoring of the development impact of AfDB’s interventions on the continent and to 
ensure that these are in line with its High 5s transformation agenda for Africa. The AIH can be accessed on: 
http://dataportal.opendataforafrica.org 
 
H. Geographical information in Africa 
 
Strategic framework for the integration of statistical and geospatial information in Africa 
 
55. ECA is developing a global strategic framework for the integration of statistical and geospatial information in the 
continent. The strategy outlines some of the policy principles on how to mainstream geospatial technology into the work 
of statistical offices all the way through training, data and processes. The strategy includes a deconvolution mechanism to 
help downscale the framework at national level, where Member States can adopt, adapt and apply their own National 
Statistical Spatial Framework based on the prevailing environment and realities in each country. It’s expected that the 
integration of statistical and geospatial information will benefit Member States in the provision of services that of the 
greatest value to users, with a particular focus on Agenda 2030 on SDGs, Africa Agenda 2063, the 2020 Round of Census 
and national regional priorities. 
 
Geospatial Information for Sustainable Development in Africa (GI4SD): An African Action Plan on Global 
Geospatial Information Management 

56. ECA has led the development of the African Action Plan of the United Nations Global Geospatial Information 
Management (UN-GGIM): Africa, which created new partnerships with National officials in all geospatial fields as well as 
non-governmental organizations, academia, research institutions and the private sector. The action plan conceptualizes the 
overarching principle of holistic geospatial governance that strengthens the significance of geospatial information for 
sustainable development goals in Africa. It outlines the essential actions with related responsibilities, timescales and costs 
that will steer the future implementation of the initiative in Africa. Through the Action Plan, Member States have agreed 
on a basic set of concepts, practices, standards and guidelines for the development and management of geospatial 
information in Africa. 
 
Geospatial information management support to the SDGs 
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57. In supporting the implementation and reporting on the SDGs, ECA has developed a matrix identifying the 
geospatial datasets that are labelled based on their criticality for the monitoring and implementation of the goals and 
targets for each SDG indicators. This work is ongoing and will be aligned with the activities of the Inter-agency and 
Expert Group on SDG Indicators Working Group on Geospatial Information (IAEG-SDGs WGGI).  
 
I. Promoting the use of mobile technology in data collection 
 
58. ECA is implementing a project on the use of mobile technologies to collect data. The project is a Development 
Account-funded project implemented in two phases so that the results of phase I can be incorporated into the findings for 
the roll of the methodologies to phase II countries. The main objective of the project is to improve the capacity of 
countries in using mobile technology to make statistical data available and accessible to support evidence-based 
policymaking. It is implemented through a series of pilot projects involving six countries in phase I (Cameroun, Ethiopia, 
The Gambia, Kenya, Tunisia and Zimbabwe) and an additional five in phase II (Egypt, Gabon, Lesotho, Mali and 
Uganda).  
 
59. The pilot projects are designed to be executed by each country’s National Statistical Office (NSO), in 
collaboration with a National Training and Research Institute (NTRI) designated by the NSO. The NTRI, in collaboration 
with the NSO, is expected to undertake applied research to adapt and develop appropriate concepts, systems and 
methodologies for the use of mobile technologies in data collection, and the integration of the collected data into standard 
statistical processes. Other aspect of the project is the “citizen as data collector”. The objective is to develop procedures 
and tools that enable citizens or institutions, untrained in statistics, to submit data on their activities for statistical 
production.   
 
60. Overall, phase I of the Development Account project was successfully carried out by all pilot countries. They 
have all developed in-house capacity and gained skills and confidence to use mobile technology in data collection. 
However, in many pilot countries, financial resources remain the main obstacle for the sustainability of the data collection 
with mobile devices beyond the project. Phase II of the project was launched with an inception workshop that was held in 
Yaoundé, Cameroun from 7 to 9 March 2017 that brought together phase I and II countries. While phase I countries all 
focused on the Consumer Price Index survey to develop their application, phase II countries are focusing on different 
surveys, such as Civil registration system, community information system and manufacturing and higher institution survey 
and will all experiment with self-enumeration. 
 
J. Implementing Data Revolution in Africa 
 
The Strategy for the Harmonization of Statistics as a vehicle for Data revolution in Africa  
 
61. Within the framework of SHaSA II, African countries consider that the Data Revolution will be conducted by a 
unified Africa. It is in this regard that they gave a mandate to Pan-African institutions and to the African Union Institute 
for Statistics to pilot this roadmap. Substantively, it is about elaborating and implementing the African Pact on the Data 
Revolution. This pact will be an integral part of the implementation of SHaSA II. 
 
62. Africa was one of the most active continents to have participated in the “Informing a Data Revolution” project 
carried out by PARIS21 in 2014–2015. The project covered 13 African countries (Botswana, Burundi, Cabo Verde, 
Democratic Republic of Congo, Gabon, Ghana, Malawi, Mali, Mozambique, Nigeria, Senegal, South Africa, and Uganda) 
of which three (Burundi, Cabo Verde, and Democratic Republic of Congo) participated in the in-depth studies organized 
by the PARIS 21 Secretariat. Taking into account the realities and challenges of the African Statistical System, the project 
developed a roadmap for a country-led Data Revolution, which was also adopted at the global level. The roadmap 
proposes an implementation approach that was accepted by all the stakeholders of statistics at the national and 
international levels.  
 
63. A High Level Conference (HLC) on Data Revolution in Africa was held in March 2015 as a side event of the 8th 
AU-ECA Joint conference of Ministers of Economy, planning and finance. The Conference was organized in response to 
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the request by the heads of State and Government Summit that was held in Malabo, Equatorial Guinea on July 2014. The 
ninth Annual Session of the African Union Committee of Directors Generals (CoDG) of the National Statistics Offices 
discussed the Africa Data Consensus which is the outcome of the high level Conference on Data revolution in Africa and a 
document that has the core principles on which the data revolution will become a reality in Africa. The CoDG meeting 
concluded that all discussions on data revolution should be under the auspices of UN at global level and under the 
autopsies on AU for continental matters and further guidance were given to include Data Revolution in Africa as an 
emerging thematic in the revision of the Strategy for the Harmonization of Statistics in Africa. 
 
K. African Statistics Day 18 November   

A long standing initiative  
 
64. African Statistics Day is celebrated annually on 18 November since 1990’s. It is a continent-wise event and one 
of the most visible and widely observed occasion to promote statistics awareness and data-driven policies and researches 
in Africa. The African Statistics Day has generated wide spread interest and coverage not only from the statistical 
communities, but from the journalists and general public as well. Many countries have put the celebrations beyond the 
standard arrangement of a day-long workshop and seminars, to elementary schools, college classrooms, media, and other 
public spaces, to broaden the exposure of statistics and data familiarity with teachers and students.   
 
L. Africa Symposium on Statistical Development  
 
65. The Africa Symposium on Statistical Development (ASSD) is a country-led initiative and organized in African 
countries on a rotational basis. It provides a forum to discuss issues pertaining to statistical development and a platform for 
an exchange of practical experiences and best practices among African countries. The ASSD assembled representatives of 
all major national stakeholders including the heads of National Statistical Offices, economic and finance ministries, and 
central banks, representatives of international and regional organizations, and development partners. 
 
66. The first six ASSDs, launched in January 2006, focused on the 2010 Round of Population and Housing Censuses. 
Since then, all but four African countries have successfully undertaken the censuses. The next five ASSDs made a big 
push for the development of the CRVS in Africa. Following this push, more than half of African countries have made 
significant progress towards the development of CRVS. The 11th ASSD that was held in Libreville, Gabon in 2015 
adopted a resolution that shifted its focus area from CRVS systems to economic statistics and national accounts for the 
next five symposia beginning in 2016.  
 
V. Actions to be taken by the Statistical Commission 
 
67. The Commission is invited to: 
 
(a)  Take note of the ongoing progress made by African countries, pan African institutions and other 
development partners in support of statistical development in Africa toward the implementation of 
national, continental and global development agendas; 
 
(b)  Call upon African countries mainstream the statistical strategies in the national development plan 
and budgeting processes; 
 
(c)  Discuss the importance of giving high priority to statistics in supporting evidence-based decision 
making process and the need to allocate adequate financial resources for the implementation of national 
statistics programmes; 
 
(d)  Call upon development partners to scale up their support to the African Statistical System in the 
implementation of the Strategy for the Harmonization of Statistics in Africa. 
  
 


