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{ } 1 Evolution of open data  

in Canada 



 

 

 

 

Evolution in Canada 
1996  

Statistics Canada 
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Natural Resources Canada 

2008  

Canadian municipalities 

2013 

Open Government of Canada 

Open information + Open dialogue 



{ } 2 Open data and 

Statistics Canada 



 

 

 

 

Our progression 

 
From $ to free From Web 1.0 to Web 2.0 From print to Internet 



 

 

 

 

169,096 followers 

40,260 likes 

1,336,250 views 

Social media engagement 

478 Q&As during 19 chat sessions 

31,488 recommendations 



 

 

 

 



{ } 3 Statistics Canada and the 

Open Government Portal 

Statistics Canada 



Open Government Portal 



{ } 4 Technology 



Technology considerations 

Architectural 
• Use of common solutions such as APIs, cloud 

storage, open source solutions:  
• CKAN 

• DRUPAL 

• SOLR 

• Simplicity 
 

Statistical 
• Security of pre-release information 

• Control timing of official releases 

 



A user’s experience 

Statcan.gc.ca  

Data 

Repository 

Metadata 

Repository 

Open.Canada.ca  

Metadata 
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Public 

Cloud 
GC Infrastructure 
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{ } 5 Future directions 



Moving forward 

1   Support national open data initiatives 

 

2   Provide adequate metadata, proper disclosure and data quality 

 

3   Ensure relevance, coherence, timeliness, interpretability and accessibility  

 

 



In conclusion… 


