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Ecosystem units 

• Spatial areas that form the 

conceptual base for 

accounting and the 

integration of relevant 

statistics.  

• Delineation is based on 

ecological characteristics 

• Where various ecological 

data are not available, a 

land cover based 

delineation  can be used 

as a starting point 

 

 

 



Broad steps in ecosystem accounting 

Ecosystem thematic accounts: Land, Carbon, Water, Biodiversity 
Supporting information: Socio-economic conditions and activities, ecological production functions 
Tools: classifications, spatial units, scaling, aggregation, biophysical modelling 
Source:  Official statistics, spatial data, remote sensing data 

a. Physical Accounts 

b. Monetary Accounts  

Supporting information: SNA accounts, I-O tables 
Tools: Valuation techniques 
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