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Adopticn of the Agends (Document T/CN,3/39)

Mr. EICE (United States of America) called attentirn to Item 1b &f
the provisional agenda and stated that since the kules of Procedure did
not permit organirzatirns with consultative status in category B to put
items on the Conmission agsnda, he wished to introduce the item, with a
relevant cerrigendim, to the document on behalf of his Govermment. He
also wished to propose a change in the order of agenda items so that
item 8 would become item 3. At the rejuest of Mr., CAMPION (United Kingdom)
it was agreed that iter 10 shovld he giwen early consideration., The agenda
was adopted with those medificuations,

Election of ¢ Officers

Mr. CAMPTON {United Kingiom) favoured retention of the vpresent oflicers
of the Commission to ensure the conbionity of its woyk. .

Mr. IDENBURG (Netherlands), while ke ﬂgraed with Mr. Campion that it
might be desirable to retain the present officers for ancthev year, 4id not
wish such action to constivute s precedent. Ie y@inteé out, furthermere,
thot the present officers did not adegquately provide. a b¥rad gergraphic
represenﬁation and expregsed himsell in fevour of ~the »rincivle of
rotation under which each country would ghere reocponsibility in this work.

Mr, JAHN (Norway) commented on the fact that <lthovsh nesrby countries
hnd esgisted in the Statiatic¢; work ~7 the Secretariat through a temporary
detall of staffl members, nevertlieless this practice should nst e
encouraged; The Secretarint should be strengihened ingtead,

Mr, CAMPTON (United Kingdom), seconded by Mr. JAEN (Norway) moved
that the present officevrs of the Commission shnuld be re-eiected for
ancther year

The motion was adorted umanlmonﬂly,

Election of a Member to Ssrve on the Population Comaissici

Mr. RICE (United Statss of America) who had secved as the representative
of the Statistical Commission on the Populestlon Coumisslion dwing the last
two sespions presented hl)s reasone for wishing to withdrew and nnminated

Mr. Mohalanebis for the position.
/Mr. MAHALATOBIS



[ I o e e e

E/CN.3/SR.23
Page 3

My, MAHALANORIS (Indie) was elected mmanimousgly as the representative
of the Stitistical Commiasion en the Popg&gﬁégﬁ Coumission,

Regional Organizations Tor the Coordination of Statistics (documggg
B/ON.3/57) .

Mr. RICE (United States of America) expressed his Government's concern

over all the current tendencies toward a breakdown of the kind of coordinated
international statistical activity which was concelived when this Crmmiseion
was established., He did not believe that 1t was pnssible tn reglonalize the
resprneibility for developing over-all standards in statistics and such a
tendency towards regionalization seemed to be involved in the proprsal upder
consideration and in the proposal placed upon the agenda for the Feanrmic
Commission for Europe. It was the view »f his Government that there be one
eemtr;l resprnsibility for coordinating the separate efforts relating to
statistice. The Statistical Comm'saion of the United Natimns and the
‘Statistical 0ffice of the United Hatlons were conceived to be the appropriate
agencies to £i11 that central coordinating role.

Mr, IDENBURG (Netherlands) explained that the proposal en the agsnda
of the Economic Commission for BTurcpe, which was meeting in Geneva, was
intended rn the one hand, to meet the need for reliable comparable statistics
in the war-ravagsed counbries of BEurope, and on the other, to meet the needs
of the Statistical Cémmissﬁon to iwmnlement its recommendations by immediate
practical meisures, particularly with respect to individual European
countries. However, he considered the estublishment nf a Furnpean
Statistical Committee superfluous becauss the work could be done under the
auspices of the Statistical Couvmission., Mr. Idenburg emphésizeﬁ that the
Commisgion could extend its activities to meet existing needs by entering
into consuliations with goverrnment statistical experts in Euwropean countries.
Feam discussinrns and consultations as are navw proposed will arise the most
valuable suggestions Tor their own work and for drafting mnur progremme of
future work., We will not have to depend on our own knowledge and experience
but can take into accrunt the opinions and experience nf the very competent
group of workers whou have the responsibility fer ubillizing our recomumendations

/in the
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in the statisticel field. Fina 13;, thfougq such dfscvsajen the afficsrs

of statisticul ageucies will feel mose than they now Go theil F 'OQpQﬂSIH#llty

in the work Qfxﬁha Tnited Natlons. héy will become move diligent in
supplying information reguestad by the Statistical Office‘and mofé sager 0
send thelr comments and sugsestions to the Unitsd Natlons, In view of this
explanation, Mr: Idenburg requested the Stafistical Commisgion to coﬁsi@er
the following motion: o :
"That “he Statistical Commiseion recoumend to the Economic
and Social Coundils
s That it requuab the Secretarr-Geusral to encrurage and

facilitate consultation amnng representatives of the statistical

agencies of Ruropesn Member Governments upon statistical questicns

he motion.

b

Mr, RICE (United States nf fwericc) seconded
« After the representative of:the Wetherlands hed mrde clear that the

Comm'ssinn was not prroprsing o establish a new Tormal erganizabtion,
My, MAHALANOBTS (Infia) xpressed hie full support of the mation,

Mr. CAMPTION /United Hingdom) pointsd out that the praposal to set up
& Burnpean Statisbieal Commisslon raisgd the broader guestion of conflict
between funcbionelism and regzionellsm in the orgenization of the United . .
Nations. ée asgwped that the motion svbaltited by the Netherlands -. . -
representative would not be taken as a precedent in dealing with other

reglonal comuissions and that the veport would meke clear that 1t applied

enly tn Buvone. He pointed out that thece are two aapects to thic guestidn.

3

)

uing pequeats for

s

€

On thn one ha#d the Membher Goveraments de not want-duplica

n

gtatistics not only from the United N.bione apd the Specielirzed Agencles

but also from the regicnal Commiszsliong. On this poiad, the Statistical~:
A B 2

o

Commlsszon mnst assume the ultimate responsitllity for coordination, This

should be a point of general principle which we ace establishing. O the

¥
nther hand, we are saying that there ig a special cage here for irplementing
recomendaticns of the Statistical Commission which will give them reality

and purpnse lonking toward a sovnder vork programme -in future years..

” [, JATN
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M. JAHN (NWorway) wag not in favour of statistical work being done on
a reglrnal basis, Ib wag a weyl&!guesticﬂ, which shouid not be dealt with
by dilTerent geogrepn’cal units,

My, MAHALANORTIS (India) agrssd with the representative ~f No:way that
world comparability and nverell stendsrdizaticn were a fundamontal
reqguirement. Certain regional subsidiary implementation of the global
gtandard hewever, might née& to be establighed, since some problems werve of
gspecial interest to certain countries., FHe would not oppose the establishuent’
of such regilcoal standardéj provided that they 4id nol hamper or conflict
with global or overall noordinction.

My, LIEU (Chnina) considered the ides nf consultationg excellent. He
could not, however, commit his Governmont to sny sush suggsstion, and hoped

that far the Hime being it would be confined to Furope.

The Cormission npproved the Welherlands resoluvion with cne digsenting
vete.

omss spoeami.

M, TEONARD (Sescretariat) informed the Comm?ssirn that the Seﬂratary
nT the Leonomic Crnmatssion for Asia and the For T st had wsked if he might
have the infovmal views of lhe Statistical Commission on a papevr to be
presented at the next meeting cf ECAFH,

The paper, which dealt with th? gonsvral statisticai wofkiaf’ECAﬂE,

would be circulated, and the crmuents of the Statistical Commissison would be

f
%

referred Lo ECAFL,

.

The CHATIRMAN proposed that, asg the Commigsion had not yet had an

Gpportaﬁity}to stuly the poper, it should be discussed at a labter meeting.
Mr. RICE (United States of America) agreed with the United Kingdom
repregentative that the item under crnsideration was fhe brrad question of
regional avganizations, of which Furnpe was mmlf one exam§i69 The ECAFE
paper was cnobther facet of the same guestion, and in his opinion the whole

s 3

item should be discussed again at a later meeting. He ghared the opinien

5

~f the Worvegian representative that the responsibility Tor coordinatinn was

more a matter o the Secretariat than for the Commisgsion.

Yy

S /Coprdination
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Coordination of Plans for 1950 Censuses of Population ant égricultare.

(a) National and Inbernationel achivities for ponulasicn Cercuses

Ao 1999,

The CHATENAN invited comments on decument E/ON.3/48.

Mr. MABATLANOBTS (India) drew attention to paragraph 15, which was
related to certalin recommendaticns of the Sub-Commission oa Statistical
Sampling. He suggested, therefore, that it mlght be better to deal with
that matter when the report of the Sub-Commission, which Tigurcd laﬁer on
the agenda, was under cconsideration, ‘

(b) Report on the work of the Committce on the 1950 Censgus of ths

Anericas. E/CN.3/48

The CHATRMAN fatroduced Mr, Dedrick, the Chairman of the Cowmitvee on
the 1950 Census of the Amoricas,

Mr., DilRrick (Chairman of the Committee on the 1950 Censug of the
Americas), afler circulating copies of the resoluticns passed by the
Comuittee, proceeded to give a brief sketch of the organizational background
of the Crpmittce,

The Committee had been croated hy the Inter-American Statistical
Tnstitute in 1946, in accordance with a resolution passed by the First
Inter-American Demographical Congress in 1943 recormending that the Institute
should undertake the coordination of the programme for the provision of
population censuses Tor the American natlone in or around the year 1950.

The first session of the Committee, at which all twenty-two Amerilcan
nations had been represented, had taken place a week in advange of the
World Statistical Congress in September 1947, It had been realized during the
course of the session that without further studies of national needs, it
would be impnssible to establich a complete Inter-American statistical
programme of population censuses, A coordinating Board had therefore been
created to perfrrm certain studics and report to later meetings of the
Committee, It wag hoped that the Cnordinating Board would meet again in June,

and the Cormittec would meet for the second time in October or November,

/With regard
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With regard to agricultural censuses, an Agriculturél Census
Sﬁb~Committee had been established. Staff members nf the FAO had
varticipated in thé work of the Sub-Committes with regard to the taking
of an agricultural census in 1950,

Mr., Dédrick drew attentis. to resoclution Ha. 2 on the minimum
Inter»AmeTicgn population census programme., That resolubicn did not
provide a défjnite or exact procedurs, but contalned ten items in addition
to the usuzl questions of name and address. Other items whick had been
considered for inclusion, but upon which the Committee had taken no
definite decigiﬁn, wore also listed in the resolution.

Fach steﬁ‘in.the programue would require the consent of all the
countries concerned. (The Committee had taken the view that the 1950 census
would not be a truly international census unless the twent, ~two national
cengsuses were successful, There was much work to be done, but the Committee
would move forward by means of research, technical studies, and clearance
back to each couﬁtry. It was hoped that when the Committee held its next

=%

session, it would De able to reach geﬁeral definitions for the Inter-Americarn
Census, |

Tach of the twenty-two American covntries would take a census'aometime
between July 1949 and éuly 19051; in the case of Ecuador, Paraguay ard Haiti,
it would be the first time a full census had been taken.

In conclusion, Mr, Dedrick expressed the willingness of his Crmmittee
1o place any of 1ts documents at the disposal of the Statistical Crmmission
and tn givé any assistance the Commission might desive,

Mr. TDENBURG {Netherlands) asked Mr. Dedrick if he could give the
Commigsien any'information witﬁ regard t§;the crordination of pfogrammes
and definitlons used for the Amafican census, with those nf ~ther censuses.

Further, he wished to point cut that wyhen he had been in Curagao
recently, responsiblé officials had not aépeared to know anything about
the pfmgrammé,i

Mr, DEDRICK (Chairman of the Commjttee on the 1950 Census of the

’ericns) replied, in regard to the first point, that officers of the
( . /Committee
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Committee had been in clrse touch with United Nations Secretariat. Thevre
had been no final declsion with regard tn definiticns, ad that matter wculd
have to be worked out aver a period of time with the agreer-nt of each
country. It was considered premature to take tco'rigid a stand at the -
present moment.,

It was true that: the Caribbean Commissimn was not yet adequately
infarmed with regard to the prrgramme; that siteatlien would, howsver, be
rectified within the nsxt few days.

Mr, JAHN (Norway) stated that the Inter-American Statistical Institute
was to be congratulated nn having been able tn inducé all the American
countries %o take a census.

' He 4id net intend tn comment on the items listed for the minimum
programme, beyond the fact that he ¢bnsidered it very courageous to include
the item of Income from wages and salaries,

Mr, MAHALANOBIS (India) congratulated Mr. Dedrick on the werk of the
Committee which represented a.big gtep forvard.’

With regard to the technical side of the work, he drew attention to the
recommendations of the Sub-Crmmission en Statlistical Sampling contained in
document E/CN.3/37, with particular reference to these in peragraphs 1L, 26,
43, 45 and 46, It was Important that those recommendations should be taken
into comsideration.

Paragraph IV of resolution No. 2 of the Committee on thé 1950 Census
of the Americas stated that it would be desirable to obtain figures for the
total de facto population. In *hat connection, he wished to point out that
India had experimented in seven censuses with the de facto pfinciple, and
had reached the cnnclusion that it was not feasible, at Jeast under Indian
conditions,

The CHAIRMAN declared that it was not only 2 questicn of ‘Indian
conditions; Canada, too, had found it could not use the gé factc prénciple,

Mr, RICE (United States of America) asked Mr. Dedrick whether the

Committee on the 1950'Census of the Am;ficés ﬁéa taken steps to adjuét its

minimum proposals to those contained in dccument E/CN.3/W.9.
‘ /Mr. MAHALANOBIS



My, MAHALANOBIS (India) observed that the minimum list could be
interpreted in two different ways: either every individual would be
required to give information acnording to the list, or certain items on
the list could be estimated on the basgls of sampling.

The CHAIRMAN said that the points raised by the representatives of
the United States and India could be answered when the item came up for

gensral discussion.

The meeting rose at 12:50 p.m,

o g ea 6w
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Poge 3, paregraph 2. line 7
For
"However, he considered the establishnent of a Buropean
Stotistical Cormities superfivous beceouse the work could
b2 done vnder the auspices of the Statistical Commission,”
Read:
"IT the Commissicn would egvec on the motion he would

present, he considered.,,”
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SOCIAL COUNCIL ET SOCIAL ORIGINAL:

ENGLISH

STATISTICAL COMMISSION

THIED SESSTION

The following changes should be made in document E/CHB3/SR.2&:

Page 3, line 5:

For "correction", read "collaticn'.
Page 4, first sentence should read:
"The Commission was Taced with two different conceptions about
censuses: the minimum progrezme drawn up by the Commitltee on the
1650 Census of ths Americas, and the Secreltoriat paper EfCN.Q/W.9)
defining the minimum 1izt develonsd by the Population Commission.
Page U4, third paragraph should read:

"Mr., MABALANORIS (India) indicated thab the general experience
in population census in India had been that an attempted complete
count on an slaborate schedule would not give eccurate resulis.
From the cperational point of view, sampling was a less expensive

method and provided more accurate results."
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CONSIDERATION OF THE PAPER ON STATISTICAL AND ECONOMIC DOCUMENTATION PREPARED
BY THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF THE ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR ASTA AND THE FAR
EAST

Mr. LEONARD (Secretariat) explained that at the last session of the
Tconomic Commission for Asia and the Far East. the Executive Secretary had
been asked to prepare a paper on statistical and economic documentation.

The draft now before the Commission was the result of that request, and had
been submitted to the Commission for its informal views before being presented
to ECAFE,

Mr., RICE (United States of America) was favourably impressed with the
document as a whole, The author had evidently had the same conception of the
relationship which should exist between the Statistical Commission and the
regional commissions as had been expressed by the Statistical Commission the
previous day when it had passed the Netherlands motion with regard to
congultations among statistical officers.

Mr, TAEUBER (Food and Agriculture Oréanization) drew attention to the
statement that ECAFE would expect to work out arrangements for interchange
of data with regional offices of the specialized agencies, especially with
FAO, He pointed out that regional offices of FAO would not have primary
gtatistical functions, these will be handled by headquarters,

Mr, LESTER (International Civil Aviation Organization) welcomed the
proposal that regional offices should help to promote the statistical
programmes of the sgpecialized agencies:; such action should accelerate the
sending in of statistics. He would suggest however, that before any steps
were taken, contact should be made with the specialized agencies through the
United Nations Statigtical Office.

The CHAIRMAN propcsed that the representatives of the United States and
China should prepare a statement of the comments regarding the document, to be

submitted to the Commission the following day.

/CONSIDERATION OF
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CONSIDERATION OF THE REPCRT OF THE SUB-COMMISSION ON STATISTICAL SAMPLING
(document E/CN.3/37)

Mr, MAHATANCBIS (India), as Chairman of the Sub-Commission on Statistical
Sampling. introdvced the Sub-Commigsion's report.

From the point of view of the Sub-Commission, it was most important that
the Statistical Commission should endorse the operational recommendations in
@he report., Three of the important points of the report were: first, the
opinion of the Sub-Commission that sufficient advance had been made in the
study of statistical sampling to enable it to be used to improve the collection
of primary material; second, the emphasis on the shortage of trained personnel;
and third, the attention drawn by the Sub-Commission to the waste of effort
which would result if attempts were made at complete enumeration when adequate
facilities were not available.

Tt was the considered opinion of the Sub-Commission that there were many
cases where a sample survey only should be undertaken, and that where complete
enumeration was possible, it was vseful to have a sample surver taken at the
same time,

In conclusion, Mr, Mahalanobis drew particular attention to paragraphs
i, 20, 21, 24, 25, 26 and L3,

Mr., JAHN (Norway) spoke of his long experience in sampling, While he
was convinced of its usefulness, he Felt bound to point out that there were
certain limitations to its practice, especiallr in small countries where
complete data were needed for very small areag. It had also been found to be
unreliable in agricultural censuses, where a true sample of the farms did not
yield reliable data of farm swine or hens.

If the use of sampling were to be recommended, therefore, 1t would be
advisable 1o draw attention to the need for caution in its practice.

Mr, MAHALANOBIS (India) agreed that there were certain disadvantages.
Mereover, it had always to be remembered that sampling should be undertaken
only by trained and experienced operators. Paragraph 15 of the report
emphasized the acute shortage of such trained workers.

/i, CAMPION
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Mr. CAMPION (United Kingdom) asked whether it was intended that at the
second session of the Sub-Commission the experience of the various countries
with regard to sampling should be collected and annotated., This experience
would be useful to those areas where sampling might be over sold,

Mr. MAHATANOBIS (India) affirmed that that would be done, adding that
the second session, which was originally to have been held in April, had
been postponed to allow tiwe for the collection of just such information.
IThe Sub-Commission could not, of course, expect to have enough material by
then to give a considered opinion, but a beginning would be made, and he hoped
that a file of periodic reports could be maintained by the Secretariat,

Mr. IESTER (International Ci il Aviation Organizatcion) suggested that
the Sub-Commission should not overlook certain other uses of sampliné besides
its use for the purpose of censuses, It might, for example investigate the
use of sampling technique to simplify the analysis of transport data. Other
fields in which the use of sampling might be considered were public opinion
surveys and the study of quality control in factories and production.

Mr. MAHATANOBIS (India) replied that the Sub-Commission at its first
session had had time to consider only the specific items on its agenda. He
was not sure whether quality control came within the purview of the Sub- ,
Commission, but he himself would 1like to see that item on the agenda of the
next gession if the Statistical Commission agreed.

Mr, RICE (United States of America) expressed his satisfaction at the
good results achieved by the Sub-Commission,

An important point, which had been brought into relief by the remarks
of the ICAO representative, was the question of the different functions
of the Statistical Commission, the Sub~Commission and the Secretariat. As
the frequency of the sessions of the Commissions of the Economic and Social
Council was reduced, the need for the Secretariat to examine in detail the
various issues which arose bekween sessions became more urgent. He thought
that the Commission should draw the attention of the Secretary-General to the

need for one or more sampling experts in the Secretariat,
/Mr, MAHATANOBIS



E/CN.5/3R.25
Page 5

Mr, MAHATLANCBIS (India) associated himself with the remarks of the
United States representative. It was esgsential for the Statistical 0Office
of the United Nations to have adequate staff,

In that connection, he would like to remind the Commission that the
Sub~Commission was an entirelv technical body, whose members served as
individual experts and not as vepregentatives of governments.

The Commigsion decided unanimously to recommend that the staff of

the Statistical Office of the United Nations should be increased by a

Specialist in the field of sampling,

Mr ., WOODBURY (International Labour Organization) voiced the appreciation
of hig organization of the family budget studies in the revwort of the
Sub~Commigsion., The ILO was collecting material on the application of
sampling to recent familv budcet studies, and would be glad to submit that
information to the Sub-Commission on that subject at a later date.

In reply to a suggestion by Mr. IDENBURG (Netherlands) that the report
of the Sub-Commission shovld be circulated to Member States, with a request
for information concerning the practice and results of sampling in their
countries, Mr, BRUCE (Secretariat) stated that the report was being printed
and would be circulated to Member States in its printed form,

The CHAIRMAN sugcested that the Sub-Commission should give high
priority to the discussion of methods of so-called sampling in use in certain
countries which was not sampling at all from the scientific point of view,
and of the use of gampling where applied where applied in the wrong fields.
An analisis of the work done would be of great ralue to governments,

Mr. RICE (United States of America) noted that the Chairman's suggestion
would imply a great deal of work on the part of the Secretariat. since any
task assigned to the Sub-Commission meant an eguivalent amouvnt of work for
the Secretariat,

An alternative suvggestion wovld be to appoint an ad hoc panel of experts
to perform that task.

/The CHAIRMAN
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The CHATRMAN proposed that a small sub-committee should be established,
to prepare a report on the subject for submission to the Cowmission, He
proposed as members the representatives of India and France,

The Commigsion adopted the Chairman's proposal uvnanimously.

Mr, BRUCE (Secretariat) reminded the Commission that the membership of
the Sub=-Commission, which was the responsibility of the Commission, was not
yet complete.

Mr. RICE (United States of America) asked if the USSR representative
would nominate an expert in statistical sampling from his country.

Mr. RTIABUSHKIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) replied that he
would give his answer at the next meeting,

PUBLICATION PROGRAMME OF THE STATISTICAL OFFICE (document E/CN.3/46)

Mr. LEONARD (Secretariat) remarked that the publication programme was
being submitted for the information of the members of the Commission who
might wigh to comment particularly on the table of contents proposed for

the Statistical Yearbook,

Monthly Bulletin of Statistics

Mr. TEPER (American Federation of Labor) and Mr. LESTER (International
Civil Aviation Organization) pointed out that certain countries had not
furnished the data requested by the Statistical 0ffice and consequently,
there were important omissions of certain statistical series. Mr. Lester
thought that the extent of co-operation of contributing countries should be
reviewed in a report which might be presented to the Commission at its next
gession,

Coordination of international statistical yearbooks.

In reply to a guestion from Mr., RICE (United States of America)
Mr. LEONARD (Secreteriat) explained that although there had been considerable
delay in working out a coordinated plan with the specialized agencies and
various commissions of the United Nations for the inclusion of varilous
subjects in the most appropriate yearbooks, the Secretariat was now able

to prepare a draft outline of an inbtegrated table of contents for discussion,

/Statistical
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Statistical Yearbook

The CHAIRMAN called for comments on Annex I of document E/CN.3/46 which

contained a summery table of contents for the Statistical Yearbook. He noted

that the headings were provisional and that sections VIIT on wages and prices,
and XTI on public finance had been inadvertently omitted in the document,

The members of the Commission agreed on the importance of early
publication of a comprehensive Statistical Yearbook,

My, LEONARD and Mr, LINDER, of the Secretariat, explained the principles

observed in determining the scope of the Statistical Yearbook, the Demographic

Yearbook and the statistical vearbooks ol the various speciallzed agencies.
While the Secretariat had sought to avoid duplication in the collection,
compilation and processing of data, 1t was considered appropriate to duplicate
publication of certain material in more than one yearbook. Moreover, whenever
a specialized agency had glven complete coverage to a specific subject in its

own yearbook, the genwral Statistical Yearbook would contain only summary

material on that matter, TFor example, most detalled statistics on agriculture
would be covered in the Food and Agriculture Organization's publication.

Consequently, the Statistical Yearbook presented only an abstract of general

agricultural statistics.

Suggestiong for additlons or modifications of the summary table of
contentes included the following:

A suggestion from Mr, IDENBURG (Netherlands) that educational and
cultural statlstics should be dealt with under a separate heading as soon
ag UNESCO could make available sufficient data;

A proposel by Mr, TEPER (American Federation of Labor) to add over-all
filgures on labour force under the heading "Manpower'", as well as statistlics
on retail prices in connection with cost of living data and on national
product in connection with national income figures;

A proposal by Mr. POLAK (International Monetary Fund) that gold and
silver production figures should not be grouped together and that internal

trade data should be related to information on national income;
/A suggestion
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A suggestion by Mr. RIABUSHKIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)
to include data on general productive areas as well as on areas allocated
for the production of various crops in the section on food and agriculture.

Concerning the last suggestion, Mr., TAEUBER (Food and Agriculture
Organization) pointed out that the FAO Yearbock would contain full information
on those subjects.

Mr, RIABUSHKIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) further suggested
that the outline of the table of contents should be sent to the various
Governments for discussion and comment with a view to considering suggestions
received in the contents of the next issue.

After an exchange of views, Mr, RICE (United States of America) moved
that the Commission urge the Secretary=-General to proceed with the publication

of the Statistical Yearbook with all possible expedition, in gensral accordance

with the outline submitted by the Sec.stariat with the modifications suggested,
and that the yearbook should be sent to all Member Governments with a request
for comments and criticism which would be taken into account in preparing the
subsequent issues of the Yearbook.

The motion wasg adopted.

Demographic Yearbook,

In reply to a query from Mr. CAMPION (United Kingdom) concerning
population estimates, Mr, LINDER (Secretariat) said that a questionnaire had
been sent to most Governments with an insert giving population projections for
five years after 1947. The Governments were asked to substitute their own
population projections where they differed from those of the Secretariat.

A check 1list had been submitted to determine what elements of population were
included in the figures sent. Estimates of future population might be included

in future issues of the Demographic Yearbook,

External Trade Statistics

Mr. POLAK (International MCnetary Fund) questioned the advisability of
publishing the methodological study in connection with the unit value indexes

if further study was to be given to the problem, Mr., LEONARD (Secretariat)
/replied
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replied that any further study would have to be taken into account in the
publication plans,

National income statistics

At the request of Mr. MAHALANOBIS (India), Mr, DERKSEN (Secretariat)
explained that the United Nations Statistical Office had esgtablished liaison
with the newly-organized International Association for Research in Income
and Wealth.

Methodological studies of the League of Nations

In accordance with a suggestion by Mr. POLAK (Intefnational Monetery
Fund) , Mr. LEONARD (Secretariat) agreed that, if time permitted, a footnote
would be inserted in the publications being prepared by the League of Nations
Committee of Statistical Experts to inform readers of the reporting manual
issued by the International Monetary Fund on balance of payments statistics,

The meeting rose at 5:40 p.m,

R
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Secretariat:
Mr. W. R. LEON/,RD (Representing the assistant Secretary
General in charge of Fconomic
Lffairs)
Mr. W. J. BRUCE (Secretary of the Commission)
Mr. J. B. DERKSEN (Secretariat)

PCSTECNEMENT OF THE CONTINU.ATION OF THe DISCUSSION OF Tim MeMORANDUM ON
THE STATTSTICAL AND ECONCMIC IDCCUMBUTATION PRPEPRLRED BY THE SECEET.RILT
CF THE ECONCMIC COMMISSION FOR ASIn oND THE F/R ST

The CBAIRMAN suggested postponing until the afternoon meeting
a further discussion or the memorondum on statistical and economical
documentation prepared by the Secretarist of the Economic Commission for
Agia and the Far Zast.

Thatv proposal wag adopted,

ITEM 7 OF TEE AGENDA: REPORT CIT IHE DEVELOIMENT OF WORX ON NATIONLL
INCOME ESTIM.TES AND REL/TED SUBJECTS: (document E/CN.3/40).
Mr. IERKFEU (Bescreveriat) presented and ccmmented on the

memorandum on the development of work on statistics or national in-
come prepared by the Secretariav. The Stavistical Office of the
Unived Natvicns had made progresa in various spheres particularly in
the analyses of systems oI sSoclal accounts now in use in a number of
countries, and the distribution oI national income. The result of the
work undertaxen would appear in a Ilrst annual report on national income
which was almoat completed. The need to adopt a unirorn statistical
basis which would pexrmit boetter comparability of duto on nationel income
could not be too highly stressed.

The Ccmmission could ugefully make its views koown on the way in
which the Statistical Office had interpreted and carried out its _rstructions.

/Mr. CAMPION
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My. CAMPION (United Kingdom) Fhought that the work which
had been undertaken and was being done on national income was very
important. The task was ardvoug and difficult.

Reservations should be made on the posgibility of obltaining
statistics of family and individual incomes classified by range of
inceme . (document E/CN.3/40 paragraph 3) which had been classified
according to their importance. The work was delicate because of the
variability of data between the veorious countries. The fact that
family or individual incomes were shown sometimes with the tex deducted
and sometimes not, and the fact that the rate of tax varied widely
made results in that field extremely divergent. That should be very
clearly shown in the report.

He stressed the importance of the estimation of the real national
income for which very different methods were used in the various countries.
He was not sure of the possibilities cof obtaining meaningful
international comparisons in regard to categorics of consumers expeundi-
tures capital formation and income accruing to labour etc (document

E/ON.3/40 paragraph 7).

Finally he thought that the analyses of statistics of national

wealth and capital formastion (document E/CN.3/40 paragraph 5) though

useful 1t might be did not perhaps, deserve a high degree of priority.

Mr. BILKUR (Turkey) wished the Statistical "ffice to state
its views on methods of collecting information and estimating national

income, and to establish a standard form.

Mr. DEREKSEN (Secretariat) agresd with what the United Kingdom
representative had said on statistics on Ffamily and individual incomes
which varied considerably in the different countries, particularly owing

/to differsnces
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to difference of ircidence of taxation.

The second point raised by the United Kingdom representative, i.e.
the measurement of 1eal national ingome and its periodic changes was a
very important one. /Appraisals had been made as regards ten countries,
and it was found that methods used differed congiderabdly.

In regard to intermational comparison of the various ccmponents
of national income, the report insisted on the nesd for uniform and
strictly defined classifications as a2 primary condition vo any comparison.
That was true for all categories of income, those mentiored in paragraph 7
(Cocument B/CN.3/40) as agricultural incomes, with which the United
Netions Food and iAgriculture Organization was especially concerned.

Az to nmational wealth and capital formation, he realized that that
problem was not urgent, but thought, nevertheless, that it would be use-

ful, in Tuture

, beriodically to collect statistics in that sphere.

Irn rerly to the Turkish represcntativc, he gaid that tke conclusions
of the Committee on Fulure Work covered the point raized hy the Turkish

representative.,

Mr. WOODBURY (International Lebour Organization) pointed out
tha importance of a greater comparability of statistices, and of a study
of the income of the working class, which was calculated differently from

country to country.

My . DERKSEN (Secretariat) admitted tlhe importance of such a

study in spite of the present difficulty of carrying it out.

Mr. LIZU (China) said how difficult he found it to asses real
national income in an internationally comparable way. The series of
statistics which had been used were not identical in each country; they

[were,
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were, in fact, not always the same within a given country, but somstbimes
difTered frau one area Tvo anotner. Fur example tvhe cost of living did
not always include rent. Price indexes did not always give comparable

information between towns. Well defined standards should be set up and

they should be uniformly followsd,

The CHATEMAN pointed out that vhe Committee on Future Work
had made recommendations along the lines of the Chinesge representative's
remarks; if the Commisslion decided to call a meeting of a group of
experis to study the question of price statistics, that would be one of

the problems it would have to consider.

Mr, MABALANOBIS (India) thought that in certain cases it
might be better, when studying the cost of living, to divid. w.country

into areas.

Mr. LIEU (China) saild thet that applied to his country

where there was considerable divergency between the regions.

Mr. TERESEN (Secretariat) was reluctant to use cost of living
indexes in the assegsment of the real natlonal inccume, especially in view
of the present economic situaticn. Another methnod which might give

satisTactory results was to use the index of volume of proau tion..

Mr. MAHAL/NOBIS (Tndia) like Mr. Campion spoke of taxation.
Rates of taxation which differsd from counsry to country according to
its products or income, might falsify statistical resulis in which it

was not Tully eilcwed for,
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Mr. IGICR (fmerican Federation of Labor) suggested aaking
all countries to prepare an estiuate of possible srrors in the assess-

ment of national income.

Vr, DERKSEN (Secretariat) replisd tlhat a suggestion of that

kxind wag already included in the next annual repord.

Mr. IESTFR (Insernavional Civil .viatsion Organization)
thought the Statistical O0ffice capable of esvimating tvhe possible
margin or error and the degree oFf non-comparadbility Tor sach assess-

ment.

Mr. MAHALANOBIS (India) sald that as used vechnically in the
teking of semples, the term "margin of errcy” had a specific and exact
meaning; the expression should thercfore, be changed to "margin of

uncertainty' .

Mr. FOIRESEN (Norway) suggested enlawping the program of work

80 a8 to include a stuldy of national social accounts and budgsts.

Mr. TERESIN (Secretariat) observed that the chief concer
oT the Secretariat had been vo establish and develop a system, and
that it relied c¢n the various Governments to inform 1t of their views

on all the very special problems dealt with in the memorandum.

vir. ReBITCHLO (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Reputlic) agreed
that it would be difrTiculv To obbain comparable data Tor different
countries in estimation of nationul inccme, as this did not lend itself
to uniform calculation, and each country had its own methods. It would
Pe difficult not to go Teyond correcting ths Tigures coullected. It
would be desirable, in future, to collect data on the methods of

/eVrluation
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evalwation of national income and, according to the information gathercd,

either to work out 2 uniform method or to make a ccmbination of various
methods in use; the result thus obtained should then be embodied in a
report to the Commigsion.

The CHAIRMAN thought the remerks made during that meeting, on
a question which had necesgitated a great deal of work on the part of the
Secretariat, very pertinent. The Commission would undoubtedly wish to
give the Statistical Office any assistance asked for by the Committee on
Future Work.

TTEM 8 OF THE AGENDA: SECOND REPORT BY THE SECRETARIAT ON THE CO-ORDINATION
OF STATISTICAL ACTIVITIES CF THE UNITED NATIONS AND THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES
(Document E/CN.3/41)

Section 1, Clearance of questionnaires, paragraphs 3 to 8 inclusive

Mr. RICE (United States of America) found the report as a whole
most satisfactory. Speaking with reference to sub-paragraph (&) under
"Procedures” in paragrarh 4, he remarked that the agencies which drew up
the gquestionnajres were not always the best judges in the matter. It might
be advisable to have the gquestionnaires sent out through the Statistical
Office of the United Nations and to send to that Office questionnaires in
draft form without waiting for approval of the final draft. Such a method
wonld allow necegsary changes to be made in the preliminary drafting stage.
Ag his suggestion was linked with the one found in paragraph 7 of the document
in question, Mr. Rice supported the proposal contained in that paragraph to
agk international agencies to supply advance drafts of statistical question-
naires at the earliest possgible date, in order to enable the Statistical
Office of the United Nations to act as a centre for possible changes of a

substantive nature and to transmit them through the usual channels, thus

ensuring the nscessary co=-ordination.

Mr. HOFMAN (UNESCO) pointed out that the circulation of
gtatistical questionnaires involved serious difficulties as far as
UNESCO was concerned, owing chiefly to the fact that its headqmariers were 8o

/far from



E/CIN.3/SR.26
Page 8

Tar from thoge of the United Navions. Mr. Hofman supported the proposal
that only advance drafis of questicnnaires be supplied. in order to
enable the interested agencies to make such ccmments ag they deemed

necessary.

My, CZMPION (United Kingdcm) inguired whether the Consultative
Committee on Statistical Matters had not already considered similar pro-

posals.

. IEONARD (Representative of the Assistant Secretary-General)

=
3

replied that it had not.

The CHAIRMAN next asked the members ol the Commission and the
representvatives of the specialized agencies for comments with reapect to

paragraphs 7 and 3.

Mr. IESTER (ICAC) felt that difficulties might arise if the
various agencles Were to send to other organizations documents which were
not yet in their rinal orficial form. That objection however, was a
purely technical one; the ICAO representative accepted nevertheless the

procedure proposed in paragraph 7.

Mr. POLAK (Invermational Monetary Tund) doubted that the
specialized agencies would be able to carry out literally the recommenda-

tiong contained in paragraphs 7 and 8.

Mr. ¥ JLEURY (Interiational Labour Office) pointed out that
the II0 had received most userul commentaries after it had transmitted
its questicinaires to other organizations. He wasg greatly in favour =~
circulating questionnaires in their draft form.

/My .POLAR
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Mr. POLAK (International Monevary Fund) observed that as
regards some of the gucstiomnaires, the degree of ugerulness of any
comments that might be made ¢y the airferent specisliized agencies
varied in accordance vwith the fields of activity of those agencies.

In certain cases the opinions of some of tinem might not be required.

Mr. IEGSTIR (IC.L0) proposed a compromise solution which would
avoid waste of time; The Secretariat of the United lationg would have
the first opportunity to sez all gthe gquestionnuires and might be asked
to call tne attenticn of the receiving agencies ©o points oI particular

interest to them.

Mr. TASURER (FAO) stated that, after the trensmittal of
certain guestiomnaires, his Orgenization had received valuable cormoents
which it would not otherwise have obtaired. s thought that there was

no need to establish and to Tollow rigourocusly ©oo narrcw o procedure.

Mr. IDONAFD (Representabtive of the Assistant Secretary-General):
wished to reply to Mr. Rice's remark with respect to sub-paragraph (a)
under "Prccedurcs” in paragraph 4. He pointed ouv that guestionnaires
were freguently drawn up on some particular guestion con which there was
urgent need Tor information, even though they properly belonged within
the framework of more compreliensive and general gusstionnaires. When
the Statistical Office was supplied with advance draTts, it was able

to exercise a userul co-ordinatving lfunction.

Vr. STOWMAN (WHO) said that in gemeral, leaving technicalities
c2ide, tho circulation of questionnaires zcrved a weeiul purpose. The
co-operation that had been established between the Stalistical Office

/and the
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and the World Health Organizavion in Geneva in drawing up the latter's
annual report had resulted in optaining answers to important questions,

Mr. Stowman found Mr. Lester's suggestion interesting.

Mr. GOUID (International Bank for Reconstruction and
Development) said that the suggestion was one which the Secretariat
ought to follow. He also asked that the specialized agencies might
be notified of the receipt of their cumments and of action taken

upon them.

Mr. IESTER (ICAO) observed, with reference to paragraph 8
of the rcport, that when a conference met, 1t was Irrquently diffi-
cult to foresce, whether or not it would declide to undertake a

statistical investigaticn.

Mr. RICE (United States of hmerica) was happy to see that
a 8pirit of co-operation and a commendable regard for each other's
interests prevailed amorng the representatives of the specialized
agencies and of the Secretariat who were taking part in the present
session.

As regards paragraphs 7 and O, he believed that the members of
the Commission wished vo gimpliTy rather than to complicate the
administrative procedure. He thererore proposed that, taking into
account the suggestions made, the sumnary record should contain a
mention of the recommendation that the international agencies should
be asked to supply, "as far as possible", advance drafis of statis-
tical questionnaires (document E/CLi.3/41, paragraph 7), and that
those words "as Tar as possible" should be added at the end of para-

graph 8 (page 3).
/Mr . TDENBURG
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Mr. ITELIPURG (Wetherlands) supported the prcposal.

Mr. CAMPION (Univted Kingdom) emphnasized that the specialized
agencies and the United Natlons Secretariat would have wo do their
utmost to avoid duplication in the questionnaires submitted to
Goverrments,

The proposal of the United States representative was adopted.

Section II, Sxamination of statistical programmes, paragraphs 9 to 12
inclugive.

Mr. RICE (United States of Americe) proposed that the
first seantence of paragrapn 11 should be adopited as a recomrendation

of the Commission.

Mr. DARTOIS (France) supported the proposal.

M, ISONARD (Representatvive of the Assistant Secrotary-General)

pointed outv that the object of the senvence in question was to stress
the need for well-invegrated statistical programmes and ror avoiding

a plethora or separate inguirics.

Mr. TAEUBER (FAO) suggested that the wore "re-examine', in

the second line of paragraph 11, be replaced dy the werd "study".

Mr., RICE (Unived Staves of America) and Mr. DARTOIS (France)

suppcrted the amendment.

After a brief exchange of views between Mr., STOWMAN (WHO)
Mr. IEONLED (Representative of e Ascistant Secretary-General) and
Mr, RICE {United States of America), section II of the Secretariat

report was approved as amended above.
/Section III,
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Segticn III, Distribution of redponsgibility Tor the collection of

stavistics, Paragraphs 13 and 14

My, MAHALANOBIS (India) pointed out that there was nc
centralized statistical service in his counvry; difficulties might
therefore arise if a particuler ministry were askxed to reply to an

internaticnal guesvtionnaire.

Mr. POLAE (Internzitional MonetaryfFund) opserved that ¥he

aim of avoiding duplication was not to impose an unnecessary burden
uponn its various Goverrments, bDut that it should dve remembered that
at an advanced stage of co~ordination the desire for absolute eliming-
tion or duplication might pilace an erscessive burden upon the specialized
agoncies; it mightv therelfore be necessary «t the present time to take
into account tie total effort imposed upon tlie United liaticns as a whole
upon the specielized agenciles and Govermments, an 10t oniy the work
imposed upon Governmerntvs.

Alber an exchange of views, the CHATRMAN ascertalnsd that there
Was gencral agreement on the substance Of paragraphs 13 and 1k,

Paragraph 15, The International Labour Oifice

Mr., WOODBURY (I10) explained that discussions with respect
to migration statistics nhad not yet resulted in & clear division of
functions between the Statistical 0ffice and the ILO. A4S regards
gocial insurance statisvics, the ILC was preparing a draft guestion-
naire which would pe circulated as soon as a decigion was reached on
the principal tables it woula contain.

Mr, IDENBURG (Netherlands) thought that work on migration
statistics should only be carried on in Tull agreement with the
Statistical VfTice, as the question was linked with that of population
gtatistics.

Ths meeting rose al 1 p.n.
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CONTINUATION OF CONSIDERATION OF MEMORANDUM FROM ECONOMIC COMMISSTON FOR ASIA
AND TEE rAR mAST ON STATISTICAL AND =CONOMIC DCCUMENTATION

Tne CHAIRMAN asked Mr., Rice (United States of Amorica) and Mr, Lisu

(China) wo present their comments on the memorendum considered the previocus day.,

Mr, RICE (United States of America) read a draft lettor of comment,
which he proposed should be adopted tentatively by the Commission subject to

later modifications,

Mr, STCWMAN (World Healbth Organizaticn) remarkel that nis agency had
an interest in vhe matler, since it had an epidemiological branca office in
Singapore which collected certaln statistics for analysis in Geneva. The
letter as read by Mr. Rice (United Statos of Awerica) was Tully satisfactory

to the world Health Organization,

The CHATRMAN noved the Commission's degive to defer tentative approval
of the lettor until it could e circulated and studied.
CONTINUATION OF DISCUSSICH OF SECOND REPCORT OF IgE SECRETARIAT (O CO-ORDINATION
OF STATTISTICAL ACTIVITIES OF THE UNITED NATIONS AND THE SPECITALIZED AGENCIES
(m/on.3/b1)

In comnection with paragrapn 15 (the Internaticnmal Labour Offioe), the
CHAIRMAN read soction 1II of document E/CN.3/C.2/3, a note by the Secrotariat
cn migration statistics, He agreed wita Mr, IDENBURG (Wotherlands) that tne
1uestion sghould be the subject of rurther study by wheo SBecretariat in consulta-

tion with the International Labour Office.

Mr. RICE (United States of Amorica) commented on the fact that the
gueetion of migration statistics had veen the subject of a resolution in the
Social Commission (document E/CN95/87)0 e was not sure of the present status
of this resolution, but he Telt that 1t brought up again the ever present
problem of correlation among the various Commissions. He thought that

Jpositive
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positive action should be taken by the Stavlstical Commission and that the
question should be monticoncd to the Council in ccnnection with the report
of the Committee on Future Work,

Mr. Kice also referrcd to a rocent United Natlons press releasc on tho
adoption of a resclution by the Internaticnal Labour 0rfice’'s Industrial
Committee cn the Cnemical Industry, recommending the standardizaticn of
health and accident statistics. He relt that such a release, dealing with
a questiun which interesved many alfTerent commissions, agencies and
other organs, could produce considerable confusion, unlesu the Inveinaticnal

Labour Office could ensurs that the resolution wag properly channeled,

Mr, WOODBURY (Internatiomal Labour Office) explained thet the
regolution adopted by the Industrial Committee would go to tue govorning
body of the International Labour Oriice, and from thero would bc properly
channoleod to all interssted bodies,

In reply to & question From Mr, CAMPION (Unived Kingdom) rogarding
plens for work during the next year, Mr, WOOLBURY (Intermational Lebour
Office) sald that the plans Tor tho next Conference of Labour Stavisticians
in 1949 included Temily budget gtudien, occuyaticnal classirications, earn-
ings and payroll statletics, and labour productivity. The agency wag also

carrying on ite work on consumer price inuices (cost or living).

In connecticn with paragraph 16 of the Secretariat's repory,
Mr, LESTER (Intermational Civil Aviation Organization) mentioned the fact
that hig agency was still operating under provigional arrangements in tho
collection of alr trengport wtatistics; ho sxupected these arrvangements would
be dmproved in the near i1wbure.
Mr. Tester puinhod oul that at the moment the International Civil
Aviation Organizatlion was recolving statisbing frum cortaln countries

/through
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through two cnenmels -- 1os own reporting system, and the original channel
previously usec by tne Svatisvical Orfice. me believew tnat the two channels

would be co-ordinated in the natural course of evenvs,

CONSIDE=ATTICON OF rROFOSALS DFALING WITH IRAISPORT STATISTICS (E/CN°3/45/Add.l)
Furtner to the general subject of transport svavistics, the

CHAIRMAN suggested thal the Commission now take up item 12 cn the agenda,

and asked for comments on the resoclution adopted by the Transport and

Communications Commission,

Mr. IDENBURG (letherlands) noted the request in paragrapn 4 of the
yesolution for the estaplisiment of a working group oT expersts to gtudy
statistical rejuirements in the transport rvield. He Telt that this vrequest
could be met by the sebtting up of a sub-commissicn whicn would include among
its members experts in the Iield of transport and ccpmunications.

Rererring to paragrapn 2 of the resolution, Mr. Idenburg pointed out
that it had veen the policy of the Ccmmission to discourage decentralization
of its activities to regional organizations, He bellieved the central position
of *the Statistical OfTice could be saleguarded if the collection of lhis type
of statlstics were done by a branch of the Statisvical 0fFice opesrating

within the framswork of the regional orgenization,

Mr, RICE (United States of America) could not support the proposal
to esbablish a new sub-commigsion, Discussicns with members of delegations
at the previous segsion of the Economic and Social Councill had conveyed the
impression that the ostablistment of new organs and committees was un-

degirable,

Mr, IDENBURG (Netherlands) then made an alternative proposal for
a working group or experts io vte set up under the auspices of the Statistical
Commission, a suggsstion which Mr, RICE (United States or America) supported,

/Mr, CAMPION
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My, CAMFIUN (United Kingdom) was of the opinion that it was never
the function o a commissicn to collect statistics and that therefores such
work should not be entrusted to vhe regional econumic commissions. He alsgo
called attention vo & discrepancy in language in the resolution, which re-
ferred to "inland transport" in ocne paragraph and to "tramsport end com-

munications" in another,

Mr, LESTER (Intvernational Civil Aviation Organization) also
exprogsed dissatvisraction with the proposal to entrust collection of
statistics to the regional ccmmissions; he considered this a highly ccn-
troversgial point. IT domestic aviation statistics were to be included under
the heading oi inlana transport, such an arrangement would be unworkable un-
legs there were extremely close co-ordination with vhe Statistical Office at
Take Succesa,

On the question of statistical requirements in the transport field, he
did not see how the establishment oI a group or experts could be coubemplated
until the Secretariat hao Tirst surveyed vhe problem., He Telt strongly that
a Secretariat study was in order berorc an expert study, at least in the

field o international aviation stabtistics.

Mr, IDENBURG (Netherlands) believed the Commission should noo
delay in taking a stand in the mavter, in view orf the immediatve and urgent

need in Europe for statistical data cn inland {ranspor',

Mr, RICEZ (United States or America) recalled that the subject of
transport statlstics had been raised at previous sessions or the Statistical
Commission but had not so far received gpecial consideration. Acticn on the
matter was, therefore, urgent. He agreed with the view of Mr. Lester (1ICAC)
that preliminary work by the Secretariat was required before a group of
experts wag set up.

/Mr. CAMPION
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Mr. CAMPIUN (United Kingdum) agreed witn the ICAO proposal and

with the suggestion thalt a working group oT experve should pe set up. He

felt, however, that the study mentioned in paragrapn (L) should be confined

to the rield oi inland transport.

Mr. MAHAILANOBIS (India) also supported tne ICAO proposal. The
Council should Dbe asked to autnorize the Statistical Orfice to establish
an order or priority for statistics of various Torms of transport and %o
get up a working group or experts at the discretion or the Secretary-General.
As regards paragrapn (2) the Commission should advise the Council that, in
its opinion, the collection of statistics on inland transport should not te

entrusted to regional commissions.

Mr, LECHARD (Secretariat) said that paragraph (2) was intended to
mean that the statistics would be coliected by the stafr of the reglonal

offices.

Mr. IDENBURG (Netheriends) thougnt that the Commission snould
recommend, with reference to paragraph (2), tnat the Statistical OfTice

ghould proviae staif for branch orTices.

Mr. LIEU (China) agreed that it was Tor the Svatistical Com-
migsion rather than for regicnal ccmmissions to establish methods of
gtatistical compilations; he thougnt, nowever, tnat the regicnal commissicns
might be permitted to collect statistics, and to Torward them To the Statis-

tical Office for ccmpilaticn and analysis,

Mr, RICE (Uniied States of America) Telt that there was general
agreement tnat, while standards should be developed by the Statistical
Commission, certain stabistical activities would have to pe carried cut
locally, as in fact they already were. The important point was that all

/such
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such actlvities snould be under the general supervision and control or the

Statistical Orrice., To achieve That object, the Commission mignt reccmmend
that scme arrangement snould be worked out by the Secretary-General, Thus,
the Secretary-General might send members of the Svatisvical OfTice staff to
regional oiTices, The standardizatlion and co-ordinaticn of statistics

would, of course, vemain the responsibilivy of the Stavistical Commission.

Mr. IDENBURG (Netnerlands) and Mr, MAHALANOBIS (India) supported

Mr, Rice's remarks.,

Mr, IESTER (International Civil Aviation Organizavion) called
attention wo the Tact that the resolution of the Transport and Ccrmunica-
tions Ccumigsion distinguished between general transport and communications
statistics, to be entrusted to internaticral agencies, and inland transport
statistics, to be assigned to regicnal ccrmissions, The disvinction was, in
fact, not between international end domestic tramsport, wnich would fiv
neatly into the frameworx or the United liaticms, but vevween overseas and
inlend trensport., The latter in many regions or the glote actually meant
international transport. A certain confusion and duplicavion of effort
might arise unless that point were cleared up.

Some or the internaticnal agencies operating in the Tield, beside the
ICAO, were the Inter-Govermmental Maritime Consultetive Organizaticn, the
Universal Postal Union, the International Reilway Union, and the Inter-

naticnal Teleccmmnications Union.,

The CEAIRMAN ascertained thatv there was general agreement in
favour of a reccmmendaticn to the Council that the Statistical OrTice
should Te authorized wo make a preliminary study or the question of trans-
port and ccmmunications statistics, to derine The scope Or tne work to be
undertaken, and to set up a working group to deal with the matter,

/He
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He requested Mr, Cempion (United XKingdom) and Mr, Idenburg (Netherlands)
to draft a recommendation alcng those lines -- takxing into account the point
raised by Mr, Lester (International Civil Aviation Organization) -~ as well
as a reccmmendation, in the light of the present discussion, with respect
to paragrapn (2).

The Commission took note of a resolution concerning inlend transport
statistics adopted by the Sixth Intermaticnal Conference of Labour Statis-
ticians,

CONCLUSICI OF DISCUSSION OF THE SECCND REPORT OF THE SECRETARIAT ON CO-ORDINA-
OF STATISTICAL ACTIVITIES OF THE UNITED NATIONS AWD THE SPECIALIZED AGENCIES
(E/ow.3/L1)

The CHAIRMAN called for cowments on paragrapns 17 and 15 of docu-

ment E/CN.S/&l, dealing with the Intermatvional Monetary Fund.

In reply to a guestion by Mr. CAMPICH (United Kingdom), Mr. FOLAK

(International Monetary Fund) said that the annual questionnaire on palance
of payments statistlics wnich had been sent by the Fund to the Member States
of the United Nations and to some non-member Governments was intended cnly
for reports to the Fund; 1t was not suggested as & standard which Governments
ghould use Tor their national publications of valance of payments statistics,

The Commission took note without comment of paragraph 19 (Internatiocnal
Bank for Reconstruction ani Develorpment).

The Commiseion ©ook note without cumment of paragraphs 20 to 25 inclusive,

dealing with FAO, UNESCO, and the Interim Commission of WHO,

With reference to pavagraphs 26 and 27 (Other Internavional Organi-
zations) Mr, BRUCE (Secrotary) explainea that an understanding had been
reached whereby the stabistics required by the ITO would for the time beingA
be supplled by the Statintical Office,

/The
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The Commission touvk note witooub cumment of pategiapns 28, 29 and 30,
dealing with the Consulvative Committee un Statistical Mavters, co-ordina-

tion within the Secretariatv and regional economic commisgions,

Mr. RICE (United States of America) vecalled that at ivs last
gesgion the Commission had noted the lack orf any regular procedure for
bringing items on tne agendsa of one commission to the attontlion of other
commigsions which nad an interest in them. He aviced what steps the Secre-
tariat -~ which appeared to be the only possible lisis.on agent -- had taken

in the matter.

Mr, BRUCE (Secretary) replled that the Hconomic and Social Council
had given some consideration to the problem in comnection with a preliminaxry
discussion of the co-ordination or the work of Tunctional commissions, and
had requested tne Secretary-General To consider in what manner the reports
and work programmes of the commissions might pest De presented to the
Council, No otner machinery had been set up. Items on tne agenda of other
commissions which mignt be or interest to the Statisvlcal Cowmission nead
been mentloned in various documents presented to the Ccmmission by the Secre-
tariat, out no consolldaved document on the supject had besn prepared,

The meeting rose at 5:30 p.m,
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DRAFT REPORT OF THE CCMMITTEE ON STATISTICAL CLASSIFICATICN (Docunent
E/cN.3/C.1/W.2)

The CHATEMZN gubniitted to the mermbers of the Cormission the
report of the Cormittee on Statistical Classification on the proposed
international standard industrial classification. Ils touched briefly
on the headings of the report, and mentioned the several modificetions
nade at the Committee's last meeting. In approving the proposed inter-
national standard classification of all econonic activities, the Cormittee
had hoped that the Cormission would also approve it, and would recormend
that the Zcononmic and Social Council should urge Member Govermments to
nake uge of it. The Cormittee further proposed s plan for the develop-
nent of a standard classification of external trade statistics, recormended
that the Statistical Office should explare the field of cormodity classifi-
cation, and suggested that the Cormission should request the International
Labour Organization to report further on the progress of its work on the

classification of occupations.

Mr, RICE (United States of Anerica), supported by Mr. IDENBURG

(Netherlands), formally proposed the adoption of the report.

Mr. RIABCUCIKINE (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), stressed
the inmportance of considering the proposed intermational standard industrial
clasgification merely as a provisional draft, subject to amendrent. The
draft contained gome faults which should be corrected. Thus, for example,
the pq;t which had been adopted was purely formal and did not permit a
claggification on a real economic basis.

His delegation had submitted to the Cormittee a draft classification
with a broader scope, and he suggested that the group of experts should be
requested to study it with a view to establishing a final classification,

/Mr . MATL.LANOBIS
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Mr . MARALANCBIS (India), whought that at the present stage,
the adoption of an international standard industrial classification
should be speeded up; The procedure suggested by Mr. Riabouchkinc,
however, would only delay it. fs nothing was unalterable, especially
in the field of statistics, the Commission could always later reccrmend

any nodificaticrg it thought necessary.

Mr. RICE (United States of fmerica), supported that view.
The Cormittee had already discussec the USSR proposal, and there was,

therefore, no need to go back on its decision on that matter.

My, RIABOUCHKINZ (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, asked
that the memcrandun subnitted by Lis delegation should be appended to
the Cormission's verbatin record.,

The draft report of the Committee on Statistical Classification.
wag put to the vote and adopted with two digsenting votes.

COMMENTS TO BE ATDEESSED TCO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL FCR TRANSMISSICN TC
THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY CF THE ECCNOMIC CCMMISSICN FCR ASIA AND THE
FAR EAST.

Mr. RICE (United States of America), read the revised text
of the note stating tihe Commission's views on the proposed functions of

the Econonic Commission for Lsia and the Far Zast (ECAFE) in the field

of statistics.

In reply to a remark by Mr. MAHALLNCBIS (India), on the need
for allowing the statistical offices of vhe Member Govermments of the
region a Tree hand in the execution of their purely administrative functions,
Mr, RICE (United States of America) stressed the need for a general pro-
gramre o centralize the work of ECAFE in the field of statistics, but
said that it was clearly understood that the regicnal offices would be

free to act within the framework of that progracme.
My . RABITCHKO



E/CN.3/8R.29
Page b

Mr. RABITCHKD (Ukraininn Soviet Socialist Republic) feored
that there was a tendency to underestirate the scope and runctions of
ECAFE, which should be able, if it thought necessary, to set up a
statistical cormission for 4isla and the Far Dast for the centralisation
of the statistvical work of the different countries of that part of the

world,

Mr, TAEUBER (Food and Agriculture Crganization) and Mr., POLAK
(International Monetary Fund) suggested some small drafting changes in

the text of the note, which were accepted by the Commission.

The CHAIGMAN asked whether the members of the Cormission agreed
to the note being used as & basis for the Secretary-General's reply to the
Executive Secretary of ECAFE,

Tte Cemmission agyeed.

REGIONAL OFGANIZATICNS FOR THE CO-ORDINATION OF STATISTICS (Docurient E/CN.3/47).

The CHATEMAN gaid that the text of the resolution on consultation
ariong the representatives of statistical agencies of European Member Govern-
nents, adopted at the Cormission's twenty-third meeting, should be cormuni-
cated to the Economic Commission for Europe, which was at present meeting

in Geneva (see Document E/CN.3/SR.23).

My, MAHALANOBIS (India) wondered whether a similar recormendation

should not be added to the note to be sent to ECAFE,

Mr, CAMPION (United Kingdom) thought that would be premature,
as the establishment of a statistical cormission for Asia and the Far East
was nct, at present, contemplated.

The meeting rogs at 5.30 p.ri.
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| CONSIDERATION OF THE REPORT OF THE DRAFTING COMMITTEE ON THE RESOLUTION OF
THE TRANSPCRT AWD COMMUNICATTIONS COMMISSION (E/CN.3/W.5)

Mr. LIEU {(China) expressed his agreement with the views contained in
the report, but drew attention to the fact that in his own co&ntry, where
railway statistics were closely bound up with railway accounting systems,
it would be difficult to conform to an international standard; perhaps the

same was true of other countries,

The report was approved without further discussien.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FUTURE WORK (E/CN.3/C.2/13)

Sections I and IT

Sectiong I and IT were approved, without discussion,

Section IIT (Recommendations) paragraph 1,

Mr. LEONARD (Secretariat) proposed the deletion of the words "and
definitions" in sub-paragraph (a) and the addition of the words "and related
aggregates"” after the word "income", in the third line of the sub-parascraph.

He suggested that the first part of sub-paragraph (b) should be
redrafted to read:

"Before international comparability of the separate items of the
variovus breakdowns of national income can be achieved much further work
will be necessary on the methods uvsed in various countries. Analysis
and clasgification of the concepts used, collection of statistics of
capital formation and of consumers' expenditure, of income accruing to
labour and capital, analysis of the methods used in measurinz real
national income and development of recommendations for achieving
international comparability in these fields are scﬁé of the subjects
that may require consultation with experts."

Mr . PETERSEN (Norway) wished to have the words "social accounts" added
to the heading of paragraph 1.

Mr. CAMPION (United Kingdom) suggested that in sub-paragraph (b) the
words "separate items of the various breakdowns" should be replaced by
"constituent items",

Paragraph 1, was approved as amended,

/Paragraph 2.
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Paragraph 2.

Mr. LEONARD (Secretariat) wondered whether the reference to "the
general background and present status of statistics" implied an examination
and review of the definitions and procedures contained in the Intermational
Convention Relating to Economic Statistics.

The CHAIRMAN thought that the answer to that question depended on the
extent of work which would be accomplished by the committee of experts; it
was certainly true that good index numbers could be obtained only if
gufficient reliable production statistics were available. The consultants
might make sufficient progress in their studies to make recommendations
concerning a census of industrial production; in that case, they would have
to refer to information contained in the Internatiomal Convention Relating
to Bconomic Statistics as well as to data accumulated by the League of
Nations,

Mr. CAMPION (United Kingdom) believed that reference was being made
not to a detailed study of censuses of industrial precduction, but to the
use of statistics of industrial production to weight indexes of industrial
production. He thought that the committee of consultants should not examine
the International Convention Relating to Fconomic Statistics at their first
meeting.

The CHAIRMAN agreed that it might be best not to assign too much work
to the consultants., l

Mr. RICE (United States of America) concurred with that view. He felt
that it was desirable to afford the group of experts a certain latitude in
their work, and thought that the Commission should not be any more specific
on the assignment.

Paragraph 2 was approved.

Paragraph 3.
The CHAIRMAN suggested that sub-paragraph (a) should be redrafted in

accordance with the wording used in sub-paragraph (a) on page 2.

Mr, PETERSEN (Norway) thought that sub-paragraph (b) should read:
"Whelesale and retail price index numbers including the indexes of prices of

export and imports.”
o /Mr . POLAK
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Mr. POLAK (International Monetary Fum) wished to emphasize the fact
that his orgorizetion had been, and was still coneentratin. attention on
studies of index numbers and cuantum of external trade. Ee wished, accordingly,
t make the foll-wing amendments o paragraph 3: in the second part of that
paragr.ph, heiwished]lténdelebé all the words after "price statistics” and
introduce the words 'with the assistance, if necessary, of one or mwore groups
of experts’, znd at the end of sub-paragraph (c) he wished to see the following
words odded: 'The Commission notes that the Internstional Monetary Fund is
giving particulsr czttention to these index numbers.'

Mr. CAMPION (United Kingdom) thought the amendment proposed by the IMF
representative to parazraph (c) undesirable; the work carried on by that
organization on the Secretoriat level, was a matter for co-ordination with the
Secretariat of the United Nations, but should not receive particular mention in
the report of the Commiesion. E£uch mention wouid imply, by omission, that
other Svecialized Azencies had no interest in the matter, whereas in fact,
mention of the Imternstional Credit Organization would also be highly relevant.

Mr. RICE (United States of America) supported the views of the United
Kingdom representative all the more since the repebt, when adopted by the
Commission, would be submitted to the Economic and Social Council with a state-
ment of financial implications. .

The C:ATRMAN pointed out that the committee of experts, when studying the
question of price statisticam, would undoubtedly take into account the work of
Specialized Ajencies and representatives of IMF might be included among the
exportesin the group. He proposed that the paragraph should be voted upon
without the additions proposed by the International Monetary Fund representative.

Parzgraph 3 was spproved as amended by the Chairman and the representative
of Norway.

Paracraph k4.

Paragraph 4 was referred to the Rapporteur for drafting changes to take
into accouvnt previous decisions of the Commission.

/Paragraphs
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Paragraphs & and 6.

Mr. WOODBURY (Internatiomal Labour Organization) wished to suggest the
following amendments to the two paragraphs deleting paragraph (b); replacing
paragraph (c) by (b); adding a new paragraph 6 to read: "With regard to
migration statistics which the Committee also did not put in the high
priority groups, the Committee suggests that the Secretariat should examine
in consultation with the ILO the adeguacy of exlisting migration statistics
and report at the next sessiﬁn".

Paragraph 6 would become paragraph 7, and would read: "In regord to
certaln other items which are the primary responsgibilities of various
Specialized Agencies the Committee on Future Work suggests that the
Commissions, etc."

Mr. RICE (United States of America) thought the suggestion of the ILO
representative acceptable ifithe wording he proposed for paragraph 6 were
changed to read "in consultation with other interested Specialized Agencies".
That would take due account of the interest which other Specialized Agencies
had in the matter.

Mr. POLAK (IMF) suggested the deletion of the first sentencs of
paragraph 6. Mr. TAEUBER (FAO) expressed his view that the list of subjects
in paragraph 6 was incomplete.

At the CHAIRMAN's request, Mr. Rice agreed to redraft these paragraphs
for the report in the light of the suggestions made.

Paragraphs 5 and 6 were referred to the Rapporteur for drafting changes.

Pert III, paragraph 7

Mr., IDENBURG (Netherlands) called attention to the fact that very
little, if any consideration had been given by most countries in taking

censuses of housing to the definitions and recommendations of the Committee

of Statistical Experts of the League of Wations. He therefore suggested

"

that the latter part of sub-paragraph (b) should be amended to read: oo
and request all Governments having experience in the use of these or other
i

definitions in their housing statistics to evaluate the applicability of

/such definitions".
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such definitions". For the same reason, the words "in their use of the
above definitions and recommendations" in sub-paragraph (c) should be
replaced by "in this field".

Mr. Idenburg's amendments were accepted.

The CHAIRMAN, in reply to Mr. LIEU (China), observed that sub-
raragraphs (a) asked Governments to consider the use of existing

international definitions. The aim of paragraph 7 as a whole was to have

the Secretariat obtain information with regard to the present status of
thoge definitions and recommendations.

Furthermore, there was no intention to limit the recommendations in
paragraph 7 to those countries which were going to take housing censuses in
connection with the 1950 population censuses.

Paragraph 7 was approved as amended.

Mr., CAMPION (United Kingdom), with reference to the report as a whole,
stated that the Commission, in the portion of its report to the Council
dealing with future work, should indicate that the projects it recommended
were particularly opportune at the present time, both because the war had
interrupted the compilation of statistical series in many countries, and
because many countries were at the moment considering changing the base
reriods of statistical series.

The sentiment of his Government was that the Secretariat itself
should be equipped to deal with most technical matters, and that expert

consultants should be recruited only in cases of special need. He hoped

that this view would be reflected in the Commission's report to the Council.

The report of the Committee on Future Work (document E/CN.3/C.2/13)

wag approved as amended.

REPORT CF THE DRAFTING COMMITTEE ON THE COMMISSION'S REPORT DEALING WITH THE
REPORT OF THE SUB-COMMISSION ON STATISTICAL SAMPLING

Mr, MAHAIANOBIS (India) read a first draft of the report. It was
understood that the report would be circulated in document form before the

following meeting, at which a detailed discussion would take place.
/Mr . RICE
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Mr, RICE (United States of America) took issue with the last point
in the report, according to which consideration was to be given to
remuneration by the United Nations of the members of the Sub-Commission
on Statistical Sampling., While he recognized that a problem existed, the
solution proposed would in effect make the members of the Sub-Commisgion
at the same time members of the Secretariat, establishing a most undesirable
precedent.

Technical experts could, and should, be engaged by the Secretariat
when needed, in the capacity of consultants. It appeared increasingly
advisable to use the Secretariat, rather than commissions or sub-cemmissions
which met for a brief time onces a year, as an instrument for technical wurk.

Mr. MAHALANOBIS (TIndia) agreed with Mr. Rice (United States of
Americc) as regards the need for expert consultants. Nevertheless, the
Sub-Commission, composed of individual experts rather than Government
representatives, also filled a need. As its members were not all
compensated by Governments, some form of compensation ought to be considered.

Mr. RICE (United St-tes of America) pointed out that the members of
the Sub-Commission received generous travelling allowances, and could in
most cases absent themselves from their regular duties without loss of
galary.

Mr, MAHATANOBIS (India) suggested that the situstion might be eased
if, when the date and place of sessions of the Sub-Commission were chosen,
the convenience of the individual members, for whom nd altsrnates could be
supplied, were taken into account and if, when the Secretariat sent
invitations to the members, it would at the same time notify their employers
and Governmwents of the fact. The Commission, in its report to the Council,
should make a note of the special position of the Sub-Commission.

Mr. RICE (United States of America) did not think that the Commission
should take any formal stand on the matter, which might perhaps be handled
by the Secretariat st the request of the Chairman.

/Mr, BRUCE
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Mr. BRUCE (Secretary) explained that the Economic and Social Council
had set up a committee to determine the date and place of sessions of the
Council;s subsidiary bodies. The matter was therefore largely out of the
hands of the Secretariat. The latter could, however, inform employers and
Governments whenever members were asked to attend a session of the
Sub-Commission.

The CHAIRMAN stated that the discussion would be continued at the
following meeting.

The meeting rose at 12:50 p.m.
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Secretariat:
Mr. W.R. LEONARD (Reopresenting the Assistant Sccretary-
General in charge of Econcmic Affairs)
Mr. W.J. BRUCE (Secretary to the Commission)

CONSIDERATION OF THE DRAFT REPORT OF THE STATISTICAL COMMISSION ON THE
REPORT OF THE FIRST SESSION OF THE SUB-COMMISSION ON STATTISTICAL SAMPLING
(dotument E/CN.3/W.6)

Mr. MAHALANOBIS (India) thought that threc points covered by
paragraph 9: 1) possibility of consultation, 2) dates of meetings of the
Sub~-Commission, and 3) a request by the Secrctary-General or the Stetistic
Office of the services of membcrs availagle in an expert capaciby, might
be left out of the draft report as they had already been noted by the
Secreterist. The guestions might appear in the summary records.

The represcntative of India moved the adoption of the delstion of

paragraph 9, and was seconded by the representative of France. The
motion was adopted unanimously.

Mr. RABICHKO (Ukrainien Soviet Socialist Republic) cxpresscd the
hopc that the report submitted by the Sub-Commission did not mark the end
of thc work on sampling by the Statistical Commission. Paragraph 3
endorsed generslly the recommendations of the Sub-Commission on Statistical
Sampling. In order not to prejudge the final work of the Commission,
paragraph 3 should state that the Commission took note of the recommendations
of the Sub-Commission on Stetisticel Scmpling. That wording would avold
the implioatioﬁ that the work of the Statistical Commission in that ficld
hed beon completed.

sfter e brief exchange of views t:.o following wcrding was p. oposed
by the Commission for peragraph 3 of the report of the Statistical
Commission:

"The Stetisticel Commission takes note with opprovel of the

interim recommendsations of the Sub-Commission on Statistical

11

Sempling; ... /Th .
16 «hove
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The above redrafted text was moved by the representative of Indie
end scconded by the reopreosentative of France.

The motion was carricd.

CONSIDER.LTION OF THE SUGGESTED REPORT FOR 1950 CENSUS PROPOSALS
e CHAIBMAN stated that an informal discussion had been held the
previous week to deal with the subject of population and statistics. The
roprescntatives of the United States and of the United Kingdom had evolved
from that discussion a plan of action which had received the vnanimous
approval of all the members present. The Coumission's tbtask was to reach
agrecment on the manner in which procecdure could be put into operation.
That secmed to involve two steps:
1) to prescnt and approve action concerning document EfCR,9/WW9
on the proposed recommendations regarding the list of subjects for
the 1950 census of population. & memorandum on the proposed report
of the work covered in document E/CN.9/W.9 had becn circulated to
the members:

2) to consider the statisbical items in the provisional agenda
of the Population Commiselon and declde what action should be taken
or what instructions should be given to the representative of the
Statistical Commission on the Population Commission, concerning
those subjects, perbicularly with regard to item 15 of the Population
Commigsion agendsa.

Mr. MAHALANOBIS (1ndia) dreow thke attcntion of the Commission to
the major discrepancies betwecn those of the Secretariat and those prepared
by the Committec for the 1950 Census of the /mericas, He also pointed out
thet during the informal discussions held, there had been general agreemont
on thce diffcrences of interpretevion of the term de facto enumeration in the
various countries. If some clorificotion was not pesgible in the document
undcor discussion, the views of the members should, abt least, be placed on

record.
/The CHAIRMAN
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The CHAIRMAN replied that, with regard to the first point raised
by the representative of Ipdia, the intention was to cover it in paragraph 3.
The Commiesion agreed that it was important to take into account and
co-ordinate the views of the various bodiles concerned.

With regard to any discussion on the term de facto enumeration, it
might ot be profitable to go further into the matter at the present swage
as it had already been discussed in the document which contained the
recommendations presented to the Statisticel Commission by the Secretariat.
He agreed, however, that the term needed clarification and that the
Secretariat should take note of the observations made by members,

The Chairmen recalled that the Commission had previously decided
against recommending that every country should take a census on a full
de Tacto principle, but if a de jure census was taken, there should be an
additional count which would make it possible to construct a de facto total

for the whole population.

Mr. MAHALANOBIS (India) said that in India the meaning of the
terms de jure and de facto was different to that used in the Secretariat
document. De Jjure was interpreted in the Secretariat paper to include
nationals of a particular country residing abroad, or persons in military
forces serving abroad, whereas in India the term would refer especially to
a relaxation of the time limit for enumeration. Residents abroad would
not be included. The meaning of the terms de facto and de jure needed

clarification for purposes of international comparability.

Mr. RICE (United States of America) stated that the underlying
theory of the proposed action by the Statistical Commission was that the
technical details of the problem should be worked out by the Secretariat.
Although he agreed with the representative of India on the overriding
impcrtance of the question, he thought that it would be difficult for the
Commission to formulate a statement of the definition. The Secretariat

/might
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might reconcile the different views expressed and ilssue recommendations to

Governments accordingly.

Mr. JAEN ( Norway) agreed with the views expressed by the Indian
representative, but supported the opinion of the representative of the
UnitédStates, thet the Commission could not go into the matter at the
present time, De facto and de jure were not the only terms in the document
under discussion which needed more exact definition. The document was not
intended to cover international comparability, but only dealt with the
gencral ground for taking a cemsus. In Norway, because of the movement

of scesonal populations, both de facto and de jure censuses Were necessary.

Mr., LINDER (Secretariat) stated that the Statistical Office of

the United Natiens was aware that the terms de facto and de Jure were used
to cxpross different meanings and, in fact, were gquite ambiguous. There wes
also somc confusion as to whether a census, when taken simultaneously, would
have to be teken on & specific date, or over a period of time,

With regard to the Demographic Year Book, wherein de facto was sought
information was being collected as to the exact definition of the terms
de facto and de jure, in different countries and on the basis of the
information received, the Sceretariat would meke a study of the actual

practice in the use of those terums.

Mr. MABALANOBIS (India) egreed with the representative of the
United States on the inadvisability of attempting to obtain exact definitions
at the present stege, but drew the attention of the Commission to the
importance of clearing up the meening of the term de facto, which was one
of Thc great obstacles in reaching maximum agrecment in intcrnetional
comperability. Pcrhaps the Commission might draw attention to that point
in paragraph 3 or, altermatively, requecst the Secretariat to take note of

the gucstion.
/Mr. RICE
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Mr. RICE (United States of America) proposed that the suggestion
of the representative of Indie might be incorporated in paragraph 3 by the
addition of & scntence stating thet the Commission considered of particular
importence the clarification of the concept of thc terms de facto and
do Jure population.

The motion was unanimeusly approved.

Mr. RYABUSHKIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) thought that
the quecstion of nationality should be included among the recommended items
for a population census. In a considerable number of countries, Governments
were faced with the gquestion of meny netionalities, such as in the USSR,
wherc there were 150 differcnt nationelities. The gquestion was therefore
of great importance to many countrius in the solution of practicasl and

political problcms.

The CHATIRMAN pointed out that the guestion was covered to &

certain cxtent by the last sentence of paragraph U4,

Mr. MAHALANOBIS (India) said that most Govermnments would be
intercsted to know not only the total gppulation of their countries, but
also what portion of that populétion was formed by its own mationals. He
recognized, however, that in the prescnt world situation the differentiation

between citizens and nationals might be difficult tc ascertein.

Mr. CAMPION (United Kingdom) expressed doubts as to the advisability
of reguesting that kind of information from certain countries. He would

profer not to include it in a minimum 1ist.

The CHAIRMAN explained thet there was no suggestion that the
question of nationality should be eliminated altogether. Those countries
which could do so should include the gquestion of nationality in the list of

/topics



E/CN.3/SR.31
Page 7

topics suggested in the memorandum under discuasion. It was also included
in a dirferent rorm in the list reccmmended by the Commitvee Tor the 1950

Census of the Americas,

Mr. RYABUSHKIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) felt +hat
the majority of tne members Isared the technical implementation of the
principle he nad sxpressed. The Ccrmission might be willing to comsider,
as a comprcmise soluticn, tne additicn of the words "and as far ao possible

the question o1’ nationality", after listing the items in the document.

Mr, MAHAIANOBIS (India) raised the point vhat both "nationality"

and "civizenship"” needed clarification.

Mr. KYABUSHKIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) considered
there was a difference or opinion amcng the memhers with regard to the
meaning of the word "nationallty". de thought “hat the majorlty of the
members thought or "maticnality” in terms of tho country, whereas he had

congidered it ratner from the point of view of linguistic differences.

Tne CHAIRMAL saig, with regard to the exact definition of
citlzenship, that the Cimmission had aiready acreed that iv would involve
a great many difficulities because of the ccumplevity of scme of the citizen-

ship laws,

Mr, RICE (United Staven of America) ctaved that the task of the
Commission was ©vo svudy the proponal Tor a mininum list of subjects and
definitions o be recommended to all countriec fOr Their censuses, iT they
were taxing bthem aboubt 1950. Iecause no general agreement had been reached
on the definition of the texrm "nvicnality", he suggested that the item
gnould be cmitted from the listn., That did not mean however that a country
would notv, av any time, include additicnal ivim3 in ite own population census,
if it so desired.

[Mir., MAHATANOBIS
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Mr. MAEALANOBIS (India) said that India, berfore partition, had
about T0C uirferent language groups. The constitutional structure of India
was such that the concept of nationality would be eoven more difficult to

determine than in most countries,

Mr, RYABUSEKIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that in
view of the dirriculties which his proposal appeared to have raised, he
would not insist that his views ghould be reTlected in the Ccumission's
recommendatvions. de would agree to thelr appearing only in the summary
recoxds. He wighed to call attention to the Tact that the Ccumission's
resoluticn included cnly Tfour questiona whereas that of the Population
Commission dealt with ten pasic gquestions, Other podies appeared algo To
be going ehead: with their work, and the Commission should thererore include
in its report scme refevence to the fact that other items might be elaborated

by the Secretariath.

The CHATRMAN ruled that the moticn on the question of nationality,
submitted by the reprezentative of the USSR, would be considered asz having
been witharawn,

After an exchange of views, the Commission agreed to certaln modifica-
tions in the drafting orf paragreaph 4, which would read as Lollows:

"It does, however, comsider that all countries taking censuses
should try vo provide ccmparable answers two the following items:
totel population, age, sex, marital status, and types of sconcmic
activity."

With regaxd to paragraph 5, the Commission agreed to delete the word
minimum" in the penultimate sentence. '

Paragraph © was redraived to read asg follows:

“Tne Statisvical Commission has made certain observations, which
appear in tne summary records, on the tecunical aspects of the recum-
mended definitions and refers these to the Secretary-General for

/consideration
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congiceration in the additional comsultations recommended in para-

graph 3.)

The CHAISMANT agreed to ask the Secretary, atv the suggestion or
the representative or india, to Turnish a full report in i1bts summary
records or various issues of importance which the Commission had discussed,
relating to population censuses.

The repregentative or Indiae moved ths adoption of the sugsested

report for 1950 census proposals and was ssconded by the United Lingdom
repregentative, The motion was edopted unanimously,

CONSIDERATION OF THE SUMMARY OF INTERWATIONAL AND WATIONAL CENSUS ACTIVITIES

The CHAIRMAN invited comments on paragraphs 13, 1L and 15 of
document E/CN.3/M8, wnich contained suggestions Dy the Secretariat for
recommenidations wnich the Statistical Commission might wish to make to the

Economic and Social Council,

Mr, RICE (United States of America) Tavoured the suggestions
in paragraphs 13 and 15, bub was opposed to paragraph 1l which, in hig
opinion, implied that Member Govermments which had ignored the reccmmenda-
tiong of the Hconmomic and Soclal Council wivh regaxd tvo the question of a
census might vake action at the request or the regiomal commissions,
It ghould be gufficient ror the Council to call the attention of lMembey

Governments To the programme.

Mr, RYABUSHKIN (Unicn of Soviet Socialist Republics) proposed
the omission or the reccmmendation in paragrapn 13. The gquestion or taking
a cengws was within the competence of each particular country, and the
regorution or the Hconomic and Social Council, mentioned in paragraph 1,

was quite surfficient at the present stage.

/Mr, RICE
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Mr. RICE (United States of America) pointed out that there was
some difference between the action rererred to in paragraph 1 and the
recommendation in paragraph 13. The emphasis in paragraph 1 wes on the
question oI the use Or comparable schedules, whereas paragraph 13 contained
the simple proposal that the Econumic and Social Council should urge Member
Governments to take censuses., 1t should be possible to take the Tirst
steps towards obtaining world populaticn cemsuses in 1950, as in paragraph
13, without necessarily striving towards elaboration on the basis of com-

parability, as in paragraph 1,

Mr., CAMPION (United Xingdcm) felt some uncervainty with regard
to the implications of paragrapn 13, and asked whatv exactly was meant by

the texrm "in or aboubt 1950" for the taking of the proposed census.

Mr., JAEN (Norway) explained that an attempt had been made before
the war to have censuses every ten years, and to encourage countries o
take them at the same time, Thne war had disrupted those arrangements,
and although certain countries had taxen censuses within the last few years,
it was desirable to return to the teniyear gystem, It would be for each
country to do as it wished in that respect, but Mr. Jahn could see no reason

why the Fconomic and Social Councll should not urge Member Govermments to

take their censuses in or about 1350.

In reply to a suggestion by Mr. MABALANOBIS (India) that countries
which had taken a census in recent years mignt take a sample census only
in 1950, Mr. Jahn urged what the idea of sempling should not be over-
emphasized where censuses were concerned. Census Tigures were used for
administravive rather than purely scientific purposes, and complete
enumeration was thererore needed Tor smaller units than could be achieved
by sempling methods,

/In reply
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In reply to Mr, CAMPION (United Kingdom), who did not understand
why such a recommendation as that contained in paragraph 13 was to be made
at the present stage, when there had already been so much discussion con=
cerning the 1950 census, Mr, BRUCE (Secretary) explained that in exemining
the Council resolution on the subject, the Secretariat had discovered that
the full intention of the Population and Statistical Commissions had not
been covered by that resolution, which was the outcome of two proposals =--
the 1950 Census of the fLmericas and the 1950 Vorld Census of Agriculture --
and 4id not contaeln a specific request to all Member Govermments to take

censuges,

My, MLEALANOBIS (India) thought that the matter could be covered
if the Commission accepted the recommendation in paragraph 15, which assumed

approval of the principle of paragraph 13,

Mr, BILKUR (Turkey) expressed the interest of his country in
the idea of technlcal assigtance for the taking of an agricultural census.
Turkey had slready taken a populabion census four times, but thought it
might be desirable for experts from the Statistical Office to assist
economically under-developed countries where census errors might occur,

He declared that he would have further points to raise with regard
to technical assistance when the programme of statistical education was
discussed,

The Commission decided to accept the recommendation in paragraph 15
and to reject that in paragraph 1k,

CONSIDERATION OF STATISTICAL ITEMS IN THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA OF THE
POPULATION COMMISSION (document E/CN.9/15)

Mr, RICE (United States of ,merica) stated that the United
Kingdom representative had proposed that the representative of the Statis-
ag,

tical Commission on the Population Commission should invite the advice of

/the
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the latter body with regard to how best the Statistical Commission could
gerve its statistical requirements.

There could be no attempt to go through the various items on the
agenda and decide where to give assistance, The Statistical Commission
could not presuppose what the statistical interests of the Population

Commission would be, and could only ascertain by asking that body.

Mr. IDENBURG (Netherlands) drew attention to item 12, which con=-
cerned population statisticgs., The Statistical Commission representative
should ask the Population Commission what its exact needs in that fisld
were, so that the Statistical Commission could place that item on the

agenda of its next session,

My, CAMPION (United Kingdom), seconded by Mr. RICE (United States
of America), moved that the representative of the Statistical Commissicn
should draw the attention of the Population Commission to any actiop taken
by the Statistical Commission concerning the different items of the pro-
visional agenda, and should ask what assistance the Statistical Commission
could offer with regard to the future work of the Commigsion,

The motion was carried unanimously.

FUTURE ARRANGEMENTS

The CHAIRM.N announced that the agenda was completed, with the
exception of item 1k, the programme of statistical education, The Commission
was awaiting a reply from UNESCO in Paris before it could complete considera-
tion of that item, He proposed, therefore, that the Ccmmission should meet
the following aftermoon, by which time it was hoped the reply would be
available., There would then remain only consideration of the Rapporteur's

draft report, which might be ready by the time iteun 1% had been disposed of,

The meeting roge at 1:10 p.m,
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NCIE: Any corrections of this record should be submitbted in
writing, in either of the working languages (English or French); and
within twenty-four working hours, to Mr, B, Delavenay, Director, Official
Records Division, Room CC-119, Lake Success. Corrections should be accom-
panied by or incorporated in a letter, on headed notepaper, bearing the
appropriate symbol number and enclosed in an envelope narked "Urgent',
Corrections can be dealt with wore speedily by services concerned if dele~
gations will be good cnough also to incorporate them in a mimeographed copy
of the rcecord.
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CONSIDERATION OF ITEM Ik OF THE AGENDA - AN INTERNATIONAL PRCGRAMME FOR
EDUCATION IN STATISTICS (Documents E/CN,3/43 and E/CN,3/43 Add.l)

Mr, RICE (United States of America) drew the Cormission's
attention to a cablegram which had been received from UNESCO concerning
the prospect of support by that Organization for the proposed prograume
for education in statlstics, which read as follows:
"UNESCO WILLING IF REQUESTED CONSITER SUFERVISE WITH COLLABORATION
INTERNATIONAL STATISTICAL INSTITUTE PRCGRAMME STATISTICAL EDUCATION.
CONSIDER TOTAL COST SHOUID BE DIVIDED FPROPCRTIONATELY EETWEEN
UNITED NATIONS AND SFECIALIZED AGENCIES AND INTERESTED ORGANT-
ZATIONS, UNESCO PARTICIPATION CONTINGENT APFROVAL NIXT GENERAL
CONFERENCE ,"
In his opinion, it was a vory satisfactory reply and a hopeful augury
that a constructive programme involving UNESCO participation could be developed.
The only issuc about which there had been no genoral agreement in the
Commission had been the gponsorship of the prosramme, The orizinal pro-
posal put forward by the International Stabistical Institute had called for
a programme to be arranged by the Unitced Nations through action of the
Economic and Social Council. The altornative later submitted by the United
States delegation had suggested that the arrangements and sponsorship should
be made by UNESCO at the request of the Council.
In the light of the céablegram frori UNESCC, Mr., Ricse wished to suggest
an alternative action by the Commission which, in accordance with the pro-
posal of UNESCO, would leave open the guestion of the precise errangements

to be made. The proposed emended resolution would read 'as follows:

"THE ECONOMIC
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"THE ECONCMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL
Recognizing that a world-wide shortage of adequately trained
statisticiang is impeding the development of statistics through-
out the world and is adversely affecting the ability of many
indernmation
national governments to supply/to the United Nations, the
Specialized Agencies and other intergovernmental organizations,
reguired by them to further the economic and social objectives
of the United Nations Charter, and believing that an international
programme for education and training in statistics should be
formulated and implemented as soon as possible,
"RECOMMENDS :
(1) That the Secretary-General, in consultation with the
United Natlions Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization, other interested Specialized Agencies,
the International Statistical Institute, and other
appropriate organizations, arrange for preparation of
a plan to formulste and implement an international
programme for education and training in statistics.
(2) That such a plan take into account the views expresscd
by the Statistical Commission gnd those contained in
a comminicetion on this subJect addressed to the
Commigsion by the International Statistical Institute
through its President (E/CN,.3/43).
*(3) That the Secretary-General submit as early as possible
a report to the Economic and Social Council which shall
include definite proposals with respect to the organiza-

tion of the programme.”
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Should the resolution be adopted, Mr. Rice hoped that a report by
the Secretary-General, ifcalled for by the Council at its meeting in
July 1948, might be made directly to the Council at its meeting early
in 1949, without the necessity of its being referred again to the
Statistical Commission,

The CHAIRMAN drew the Commigsion's attention to the following
telegram which had been received from Mr. Taesuber of FAO:

"WE SUPPORT NEED FOR STATISTICAL EDUCATICN AS OUTLINED

IN MR, RICE!'S MEMORANDUM., OUR EXPERIENCE WITH TRAINING

PROGRAMMES SO FAR EMPHASIZE THE NEED FOR SUCH BASIC

TRAINING ON THE OBJECTIVES SET FORTH,"

With regard tc the resoclution put forward by the United States
representative, Mr, CAMPION (United Kingdom) pointed out that the first
gection agked for an exploration of the technical plan., The second part
took into account the views which hadbbeen expressed by the Commigsion,
The third suggesbion was that the Secretary-General should submit to the
Economic and Social Council in Januvary 1949, concrete proposals for action
by the Council without reference back to the Commission. He wag anxious
to know whether that would mean that the exploration of the work to be
done would cover the whole progremme for education and training in

statistice for a number of years.

Mr, RICE (United States of America)-said that his proposal could
mean that, though it did not necessarily do so, The original proposal had
contemplated a preliminary survey which would develop into a plan which
might have ag its result a more permanent programme. If it were prssible
to speed up the time-schedule, as a result of a report by the Secretary-
General to the Council, a more permanent programme might be initiated at

an earlier period.
. /Should the
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Should conditions prove to be too complicated, it might be wiger to

revert to the proposal calling for further exploration by IST, but in that

respect, he waé prepsred to defer to the Judgment of the Secretary-General.

My, IDENBURG (Netherlands):nointed out that the new United States
resolution no longer contained the idea that IST was the appropriate body
to be assizned to undertake the proposed progrerme. He ssked if 1t wvas the
intention to defer recommendation as to the central body to exscute the plen,

or could definite suggestiens be included in the present draft.

Mr, RICE (United States of Americe) said that he had had no
thought of either minimizing the role of ISI or of deferring unnecessarily
a concrete recommendation., However, many orpanizations were interested in
the programme and should in some way be assoclated with the project.
Paragraph 2 of the proposed resolubion included a statement to the effect
that the views of the Statistical Commission and those contained in the
cormunication on the subject from ISI, would be taken into consideration.

Tre Ccozmicsion was now i tho prccecs of exproeceing ite viose .

Mr, DARMOIS (France) agreed that the question before the Commission
was an urgent one, but felt that it would be dangerous to attempt to carry
out guch important work in too great haste. Organizations did exilsgt which
could provide statisticians at the present time. In his opinion, it would
be bto the advantage of the Commission to scrutinize the general structure of

the plan very carefully.

Mr, BILKUR (Turkey) emphasized the necessity to improve national
statistics, without which it would De impossible to further the economic
and gocial objectives of the United Nations Charter, The United Nations
Statistical Office had veen given the function of collecting date from all
countries, but in respect of the less developed countries that wag particularly

difficult. /The gdoption
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The adoption of the United States resolution would lead to long-
term benefits, but something further was needed which would provide a more
direct solubion to-the prcblem, He suggested the creation of a pool of
ten or fifteen professional statisticidns with an administrative as well
a8 a technical background, to whom could be assigned for study, the various

/

geographical areas)of the world. The countries of the Middle Bast would
greatly appreciate such a suggestion being transmitted to the Secretary-
General, It would have the effect of increasing and improving the

statistical information at headquarters and also would encourage govern-

ments to make larger expenditures for statistical work.,

Mr, STOWMAN (World Health Organization) expressed the view
that the question of the expenses of the proposed programme should
be carefully studied before the various Specialized Agencies were approached
on the subject. A large item of the WHO budget had been asgigned to fellow-
ships, but during the past year, of two hundred and forty-five fellows,
only four had specialized in statistical work. It was not that the
Organization did not congider public health statistics of importance, dbut
that the question of preliminary training was not itssgrecific function.
Until the expenses of the proposed programme had been carefully calculated,
therefore, he Wouldﬁhave to restrict himself to stating what the policy
of WHO had been hitherto.

Mr, RABICHKO (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic) supported
the remarks of the WHO representative., It would be necessary to have
information on the financial aspect of the proposed programme before an

adequate solution to the problem could be worked out.

In reply to the CHAIRMAN, Mr, DARMOIS (France) repeated that
he had no new proposal to meke, but that the United States resolution

contemplated a toe hasty procedure.
/Mr . MAHALANOBIS
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Mr, MAHATANOBIS (India) supported the point of view expressed
by the French represeitative, During the many years in which he had been
associated with efforts to organize projects for statistical training, he
had come to the conclusion that time was needed to orgamize such work, even
within the boundaries of one country. In this connection, he drew atten-
tion to the attempts of the Royal Statistical Socicty to arrange examing-
tions, diplomas and training for statistical work.

The wording of the first paragraph of the resolution implicd that it
was a plan for a programme fer cducation in statistics., With the French
representative, he felt that there was danger in devising a plan without
first knowing what work was being carried out in the various countries of
the world., Such information could not be gathered from national statistical
office only; non-govermmentel organizations would have to bec comsulted. On
the whole, it would be desirable for the Statistical Commission to have an

opportunity to study the plan for the proposed programme.

To meet the views of the Indian representative, Mr. RICE (United
States of America) suggested that the phrase "to fcrmulatc and imploment
should be deleted and the words "fbr??irmulation and implementation” should
be substituted in the firet paragraph of his resolution. He explained that
the plan would be the machinery by way of which the proposed progreamme
could be carried out.

In his opinion, the views of the Fronch and USSR represcntatives were
antithetical. It would not be possible to calculate the exact cost of such
a programmc and yet at the same time, to proceed with the work slowly and
cautiously. One could not allocate expenses until one knew the exact
details of the plan to be developed. The work wag now in its prelininary
gtages and unlike the representative of France, he felt that it wounld be
profitable not to refer the Secretary-General's report back to the Statis-
tical Commission before it was congidered by the Economic and Social Council.

Jlr, RICE
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Mr, RICE (United States of America) saild that tpe resolution,
if adopted, would be submitted to the Economic and Social Council at
its next session in July, the latter referring it to the Secretary-
General with a request that he should report back to the Council. The
suggestion was that the report should go to the Council without being

referred back to the Statistical Coamission.

My, BRUCE (Secretary of the Commission) thought that the pro-
posal that the Secretary-G?neral ghould report back directly to the
Econemic and Social Council was, in the opinion of the Sccretariat,
unlikely to be accepted by the Council. The latter would consider that
the proposed programme should be evaluated by the technicilans rather
than by the Council itself, and would therefore probably recommend that

the report should be referred back to the Statistical Commission.

Mr, RICE (United States of America) stated that there was
nothing in his resolution which determined whether it should go to the
Council directly or through the Statistical Commission. He had thought
that the plan might be gubmitted to the Economic and Social Council

during its January session.

Mr, CAMPION (United Kingdom) said that the question of the
financial arrangemonts for the proposed plan wag an important point which
required consideration. The representative of the United States had not
only included the question of education, but also of training.

Mr, Campion wished to know whether the intention was that the whole
scheme of FAO training should be transferred to the proposed programme,
The third part of Mr. Rico's resoclution left the question open as to when
the proposal should be submitted to the Economic and Social Council.

Mr. Rice had suggested that it should be done at the January session of
the Council, but in Mr. Campion's opinion it would be inadvisable for

/the proposgal
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thé proposal to be submitted to the Council without having been

referred back to the Statistical Commission for gtudy. Nelther the
method of implementation nor the financial arrangements were as much

the concern of the Commission as the programme itself, Without the
expert advice of the members of the Statistical Commission, the Liconomic
and Social Council might adopt a resolution which had not been formulated

in detail and did not fully cover the needs of the proposed programme.

Mr, RICE (United States of America) said that he did not
obJect to including in point 3 of his resolution a definite statement
to the effect that the report should be submitted to the Statistical
Conmisgion, or to the Economic and Social Council,/through the

Statistical Commission.

My, LIEU (China) supported the view that the plan should be
submitted through the Commission. He also considered it necessary that
the Secretary-General should get in touch with the corresponding
authorities in different countries to ascertain what plans they had
already put into practice, particularly countries which needed statis-
tical training, and where different conditions and degrees of education
existed. He supported the proposgal submitted by the United States repre-
gentative, but wished to raise a few points which particularly concerned
his country.

In China, as in a great many countries, the statistical education
had not reached a high degree of development. There were a number of
colleges giving courses in statistical training, but the problem in his
country was that not enough pecple were taking up those special s%udiese
1fi any educational plan was to be carried out by the United Nations,
UNESCO, or any other international body, the guestion of language aiffi-
culties would have to be taken into consideration. Foreign experts sent

/to China
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to China to give training in statistics, would be faced with the

language barrier, and they would have to work through interpreters.

To simplify matters, he suggested that pamphlets should be printed

in Chinese summsrizing the latest developments in statistical training.
With regard to the taking of population censuses, Chinese experts“

would have to be trained in the technigque of collecting census statig-

tice, and in that comnexion, the foreign experts would also be faced

witl: the fact that Chinese people as a whole were unaccustomed to

suppLying data Tor statistical purposes. Mr. Lieu suggested that any

proposged international organization should take into c;nsideration

the points he had raised. Reference could be made to them in the pro-

posed resolution, or the Secretary-General might be asked to take note

of the views he had expressed.

Mr. IEONARD (Representing the Secretery-General) wished to
know whether the Commission agreed that the two questions raised in
the UNESCO telegram, if approved, could be regarded by the Secretariab

as the terms of reference for the report.

Mr. RICE (United States of fmerica) wished to clarify that
his proposal was merely a plan for a programme and not the programme
itself. The Secretary-General was not being asked to develop a plan
for an educational programme, but merely to make arrangements in
order that some organization might undertake the development of such
a plan. He-had hoped that the Intermational Statistical Institute
would be given that responsibility. The plan that the Secretary-
General would present in his report to the Council, would be adminis-
trative in character. The Statistical Commission could review, with
CGther organizations, the administrative arrangements which the Secretary-

General proposed.
/There vas
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There was a plan before the Commission in the first document but
the Secretary-General should glso consider other factors, including the

suggestions from UNESCO, and submit his own ideas on the subject.

Mr, MAHALANOBIS (India) said that if the question was simply
one of machinery for the formulation of the plan, the matter should be
left entirely in the handg of the Secrétary-General,with a request that

he should recommend action which should be taken,

Mr, CAMPION (United Kingdom) said that the United States
resgolution should cover as fully as possible the guestion of the edu-
cational programme, and should also determine the procedurs by which
the question would come before the Commission at its next meeting.
The Secretary-General's report, after consulting the Specialized
Agencies and other bodies concerned, should specify how tThe programme
was to be carried out.,

The question of the financing of the proposed progrsmme had also
to be considered. If the expenditure involved vas large, national
governments should generally be expected to bear the cost, Before
requesting the Secretary-General to teke up the question of implemen-
tation, the members of the Commission should have a clear understanding

ag to the exact purpose of the programme.

Mr ., MAHALANOBIS (India) thought that the United States Pro-
posal could be divided into two stages:

1) preparation of a programme for educational training;

2) implementation of that programme.

The first stage required clarificabion, and a suggestion had been
made to form a group whose duty would be the preparation of the machinery
to deal with the question. The Secretary-General should be requested
to make a preliminary survey in order to inform the Statistical Commigsion,

Jor the Economic
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or the Economic and Social Council, how such a programme could best
be formulated. With regard to the programme itself, Mr. Mahalanobis
agreed with the United Kingdom representative, that the matter should

be dealt with by the Statistical Commission.

Mr, RICE (United States of America) pointed out that the
original proposal contained a recommendation to the Economic and
Social Council to request the Internétional Statistical Institubs,
in collaboration with UNESCO and other agencies, to formulate and
organize an international programme for education and training in
statistics. The new proposal recommended that the Hconomic and Social
Council should receive the advice of the Statistical Commission before
taking any action. Apart from the fact that it did not have the
necessary resources, the Institute could not develop a full programme
because it had not been invited by the United Nations to do so, and
could not volunteer its services without receiving such an invitation.
Mr. Rice thought that the Institute would undertake to carry out the
task if it had to bear only part of the cost.

After an exchange of views, the Commission agreed that guildance
would be sought from the Secretary-General and the Economic and Social
Council on the nature of the organization that would probably have to

be established.

The CHATRMAN invited comments as to what would be the next
step for the Commission to take, on the assumption that the Economic
and Social Council would give a favourable decision on the organization

to be #et ur,

My, RICE (United States of America) considered that the
Tconomic and Social Council, on the recommendation of the Secretary-

General, after the latter had studied the question with varis.s interested

.>dies
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bodies, would adopt a resolution making certain requests for their

participation in the progremme. When an understanding had been reached

on the financial arrangements to be made, the International Statis-
tical Institute could be requested to (¥etecd with the develcifent of
the programme. As an indication of the kind of procedure which might
appropriately be adopted, the original resolution had suggested that
the International Statistical Ingtitute should create a commission
of its own, made up of competent scholars in the field, That commis-
gion would ascertain the definite reqﬁirements of the programme, and
collect information about educational facilities and financial
resources in different countries. That programme would be refscred
back to the Statistical Commission for review.

The redrafted text of the United States resolution was intro-
duced on the motion of the UNITED KINGDOM representative, and was
geconded by the repregentative of the UNITED STATES. The revised

text read as follows:

"THE TCONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL,

"recognizing that a world-wide shortage of adequately edu-
cated and trained statisticians is impeding the development of
statistics throughout the world and is adversely affectingz the
ability of many national govermments to supply information to
the Unived Nations, the Specialized Agencies, and other inter-
governmental organizations, required by them to further the eco-
nomic and soclal objectives of the United Nations Charter; and

"believing that an international programme for education
and training in statistics should be formulated and implemented
a8 soon as posgible;

"RECOMMENDS
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"RECOMMENDS

“(1) +that the Secretary-General, in collaboration with
the United Nations Fducational, Scientific and Cultural Orpani~
zation, other interested Specialized Agencies, the International
Statistical Institute, and other appropriate intermational organi-
zations, arrange (a) for a survey of the needs for education and
training in statistics and for the formulgtion of an interngtional
programme to meet those needs; {(b) for a report on the means by
which such a programme may be put into effect,

"(ii) in such consultation the Secretary-General should
take into account the views expressed by the\Statistical Cormisgsion
and those contained in a communication on this subgect addressed
to the Commisggion by the President of the International Statistical
Institute (B/CN.3/43).

"(iii) that the Secretary-General should submit to the
Fourth Session of the Statistical Commission a survey and
report recommended in paragraph (i) above, prior to Further

. recommendations by the Commission to the Coumcil on this matber.”

The resolution wasg adopted unanimously.

Mr. IEONARD (Representing the Assistant Secretary-General) said
that the financial implications of the proposed programms would appear
in an annex prepared by the Secretariat, which would be circulated
among the members together with the report, at the next meeting of the

Commiggion.

Mr ., MAHALANOBIS (India) referred to the question of field
gervice staff in the United Nations, which required further discusegion,
In the report of the Sub-Commission on Statistical Sampling, there was
a 8pecific request that those services should be furnished as soon a8

/possible,
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possible, Arrangemenbts should be made for occasional visits by
competent profegsional statisticians T the various countries which

were in need of expert advice.

My, RICE (United States of America) said that on the bagis
of the report of the Sub-Commission on Statistical Sampling, which the
Commission had approved, the draft which would be submitted to the

Statistical Commisgion supported the idea of furnishing field services

My, MAHATANOBIS (India) stated that two points in the recommen-
dations of the Sub-Commission's report dealing with the question of a
permanent gtaff of experts would take time to develop and would entail
congierable expenditure. The Sub-Commission congidered that it should
be possible to arrange for occasional visits of experts, which did not
necessarily have to be financed by the United Nations. The sugnestion
of the Sub-Commission was that the United Nations should act as a

"clearing house" and give the necessary facilities.,

The CHATRMAN thought that if a govermment needed the services
of an expert, and was willing to defray the expense of his visit to the
country, he felt sure that the Secretariat would be able to make thoge

gervices available.

Mr, RICE (United States of America) said that he doubted
whether the Commission was abt a stage when itcould anticipate any further
action, apart from that which uad been envisaged in the draft.

The meeting rose at 5.30 p.m.
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DRAFT REIXCRT OF THE ST.TISTICLL COMMISSION TC THE ECCNCMIC .ID SCCILL
COUNCIL (DCCUMENT E/CN,3/W.7)

The CHAIRMAN reninded tho Cowridssion that decigions already
teken would not be ro-opencd. Brrors, if any, could bo corrccted. ko
suazested that the roport be considercd section Dy scctilon,

dxplanatory Note

Approved without coment.

Introcuction

Approved without corment.

The Corriission in Full Strids

Apgroved without corment.

The Gosgls Restated

Mr. RABICHKO (Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Repullic) folt that
28 the scction dealt with general objectives of the Cormission, there
should be incorporated in the gection wording to the effect that the
Cormission was esgtablishing uniform jwwthodology and uniforn stendards
in statistics,
He agrced, at the request of the Rapporteur, to subnit a draft of

vordin; which he considered adequate for the cxpression of his idea.

Mr, CuMPION (United Kingdeon) asked the Rapporteur in what

light he vicwed the report as a whole.

Mr. RICE (United Statos of ancrica), Rapporteur, noted that the
report contained an ocxplangtory part indicabting it was the chamncl which
the Cormission had for making rocormondations to the Bconomic and Social
Council and to tho Secrotary-Genoral. The report was also an historical
docunent which would be read by many persons in the world, The idca was
to scparatoc, by plecing in the anncx, the spocific rocommendations which

/the Council
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the Council mizht wish to consider. Cha, ter I was an abbornpt %o
gwewrize and reobate the place which the Comission had reached in
a long-toriy and continuing progrormic. Theve was ncoed for continuity
in the Ccormission’s work. Detalled discussion and action wurs in-
cluded, not in Cheptur I, but in the latter part of the report.

The sceblon vas approved, subjoct to the change supgestod by the

ropregsoentative of the Ukrainian Sovict Sociolist Ropublic.,

Role of the Comission within the Systert.

approved.

Statistical Comdgsion and Statistical Office

Loproved with ninor drafting changes,

Statistical Intercsts of Other Functional Comissions

Vr. LIEU (China) felt that the last peregraph did not expross
clocarly the idea that the Cornission had contacts with all Cormissions,
not only with the Population Cormission.,

Lt Mr. Licu's suggustion, the clausc reading "otherwise its inbtor-
gormiigsion contacts have becn entirvely through the Sccretary-Goneral”
vas alended bo read: “otherwise its contacts with thot Jomiission and

other corpissions have boon entively through the Secrotary-Geacral.”

Mr, RICE {(United Stateg of Ancrica)? Rapportour accepbed a

suguestion nade by the roprescnvative of the United Fingdom to stress in

neoting dates wos to a large oxtont responsiblc for the difficulty of

the rolationshiy of the Statistical Cormission with othor comissions.

My, RYLUUSKIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Ropublics) folt that
the section should indicate thot specific rocommwondations with rogard to
the Conission®s relationship with othor comissions would be oloborateod

upon later on in the report.
/Im pursuance
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In pursuance of that suggestion, tho last sentenco of the scetion
wos anonded to read: "Bolieving that this lattor chennol requires further
development, the Corziission, in later pages, 1s rocorrending and c¢labor-
ating a procedure to ueet this need,"

The scction, as arended, was approved,

Regionel Statistical Interosts and Responsibility

Apuroved with slight drafting chansoes,

Co-ordination between Unitcd Nationg and Specialized Azoncics

My, CLMPION (United Kingdon), reforring to the last paragraph
of the scction, expresscd the view that there was no conflict between a
gpccialized agency protecting the interest of his organization and o group
consciousness; thorefore, the second sentence of the last para raph
gtabing that at the Commission's Firgt Session the representatives of
specialized ageoncies appecared to rezard themselves as anmbassadors
charged with protecting the special interests of their organizaticns
ghould be delcted,

The Cormisgion asrecd to the proposed deletion.

My, WOODBURY (International Labour Organization), referring
to the third paragraph of the section, felt that the beginning of the
parcgraph should be anended so as to retain only the esscntial idea of
co-operation and to omit any nention of an ‘authority, es the latter was

UNNecesSsary.

Mr, RICE (United States of America), Repporteur, corronted that
the question often was asked as to why there was not the cxercige of
authority for co-ordination, Co-ordination was a process of neotiation
ond comproiise and not the cxercise of authority, and it was degirable
to bring that idea of co-operation to the attention of governments.

/My, MAEALLNNOBIS
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Mr, MAHATANOBIS (India) agrocd in principle with the view
cxpressed by the Rapportour. The principlc ghould be rade cloar that
authority in that scnse ghould never Dbe croobted or exorciscd,

The Cormisgion asrcod to leave the third parasraph of the scetion

unchansced.,

Technical Advice of the Cormission

In accordance with suzgostions made by the reprosentatives of the
United Kingdon and India, the first sentonce of the section wes arcnded
to read:

"The Statistical Cormission believes thot not all of its
rocomendations at esach segsion call for specific resolubions by
the Fconomic and Social Council,"”

The last sentonco of the paragraph was onitted, as proposed by
the ropresentotive of Indla and supported by the repregontative of the
Notherlands.

The scction, as arended, was approved,

LIQUIDATION OF STATTSTICAL FUNCTIONS OF THE IEAGUE OF NATTIONS

A% tho suggostion of Mr, STOWMAN (World Health Organization)
it was decided that the accuracy of the oponing statorient should be

verificd,

Mr. CaMEION (United Kingdon) folt that the section was not in
kecping with the tone of the proceding toxts., The gbaternent that the
Statistical Cormission had nerely taken over and liquidated the staotis-
tical functions of the Leasue of Nations could hardly be interpreted as
o positive indication of the constructive work of 7the Statistical
Cormigsion., While it was true that the Cormission had taken note of
the Leagucts work in the fleld of gtatistics and continued certain publi-
cations which 1t considered valuable, the Cormission had also developed

/nev approaches .



nv approasiics. . chapbor desisned to clarify the statug of the
Coruzlasgion’s work ond its fubure prograimic should not be writion

entircly in terns of ftaking ovor the functions of the League of Nations,

Yy, RaBICHKO (Ukrainien Sovict Socialist Republic) agrecd
thot the substance of the opening parasraphs was nislesding and should
be changed. It was incorrcct to consider the Statistical Cormission
a8 the heir of the League's statistical function just as it was
mnacceptable to take tho viow that the United Nations was a continuation

of the League of Nations.

Mr., RYABUSHKIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) stressed
the fact that the Soviet Union had consistoently objccted to the inter-
pretation that the Statistical Comigsion was merely a continuation of
the League's statigtical activities, It nust be remembored that the
geope of the Statistical Commission's work was considerably wider then

that of the Ieaguc.

Mr. RICE (Unitcd Statos of imerioa), Rapportcur, pointed out
that he had always acssuned that one of the inportant functions of the
Statistical Cormigsion was to take over the work of the League of Nations
in the ficld of statistics. While ho appreciated the point of viow
exprogsed by the United Kingdom and the USOL he folt that tho roport
should ccntain sornc account of the disposition of the Leaguc's activitios

by the Cormiission,

Mr, MAHALLWOBIS (India) belicved thet thore was no fundamontal
differonce between the position of the United States or the United
Kingdom and the USSR, Thove was no disagrecment on the fact that the
Statistical Commission had continued certain functions previously eoxor-
cised by the Leaguwe. It was also gonerally accepted that the continuation

/cf those
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of those functions was one of 1any tasks tcing perforried by tho
Stetistical Comission, The point ot issue sceoned to boe how wuch
oiphasis should be ziven to the transfer of the Leaguc's functions.
The aifficulty ni_ht be rosolved if the role of the Leoogue were not
hizhlizhted in the Ceriidssion's report.

It wag docided that the Ropporteur ghould rodraft the scoction in

the light of the views oxpresged ond vresent a now text for aprrevel by

by the Commiggion.

SUB-COMMISSION ON STLTISTIC L SAMcLING

spproved with a ninor drafting change.

WCRID STATISTICAL CONGRESS

Approved with o 1idnor draftin: chanze.

MOBITIZATICN .ND ., UGMENT/TION (F ST.TISTIC..L KESCURCES

Approved with slight droftine chancocs.

In reply to o corment by Mr., C/MPION (United Kingdowl) that the
introductory chapter scermed overlong cspecially in its section on Gosnls
Lestoted, Mr, RICE (United Stateos of smerica), Rapportovr, stresscd the
et that the chapter was not intended for the neomboers of the Reonormic and
Sociel Council or the Stotistical Comission but for the gencrsl public.
The tasl of cxposition was inportent in view or the sencral loclk of infor-
nation and wnderstendin, with regard to the goals and scope of the work of
United Nabions,

Chopter I was spproved in substoncce subject o the chansos indicated.

Mr, BRUCE (Secrctory of the Corrission) stoted that the pacing-
tion of the dreaft reoport did not correspond to the order in which the
gections would ultinately aprear. s goon as possible, the coplete
report would be collated ond distributed,

/CO-ORDII. TION



TOACHDINTICN CF PLANS FOR 1950 CENSUST

tw QMUPTION (Unitod Kinodor) folt thot tho title of the

gortion wntull bo 1990 fovulabion Censugos.,

Pudlerring to tre cnd of the last porcsraph of the ecction, ho
eapured that the oxpert advice provided would be paid for by the

ngtional governmente involved,

Yr, BRUCE (Sccretary of the Cowmission) stated that the
Bcononic and Social Council had not forrmulated a decision on the quos-
tion of rondering cxpert advice. An cgtinmate of the financisl impli-
cabions of such a project was being prepared by the Secretariat and
would bc distributed to the Comnission in due course, It was assued

that the United Nations would pay the cost of providing cxpert advice.

Mr, IECNARD (Secrctariat) indicatod that in view of the
general obgcurity at the current stage, the Cormission might wish to
deal with the ontire question wheon tho Sccretariat's paper on financisl
fiplicatione hed been distributed.

The Coumdsgion agreod to approve tno section with bhe understandins.

thot the linsnciel irplicoations of the last paragraph would be reviewecd

lator.
STATISTICAL SAMPLING

1t was pointed out that sub-puragrapn (a) of peragraph 1 needod
clarification to indicatc that the first refcrence to the United Nations
nesnt the Menber Govermuents rather thon the Orgenization,

/The section
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The scetion wes approved subjcocet to minor drafting chanses and

to modification of paramsraph 1 (a) by the Rapportour.

CO-OEDINATION OF STATISTICAL ACTIVITIES OF THE UNITED NATIONS AND THE
SPECTALIZED nGENCIES

The geetion was approved in substance .

The meeting rosc ab 6 p.a,
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Secretariat:
' Mr. W. R. LEONARD (Representing the
Apgistant Secretary-
General in charge of
Economic Affairs)

Mc. W. J. BRUCE (Secretary of the Commis-
sion)

CONTINUATION OF CONSIDERATION OF THE DRAFT REFORT OF THE STATISTICAL
COMMISSION TO THE ZCONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL (document E/CN.B/W.7)

Beginning on page &9 of the draft report, the CHATRMAN invited
the comments of the Commission on the gsction "Regional Statigtical

Activities”.

Mr. RICE (United States of America), Rapporteur, asked thav

the word "could" on pags 21, line 4, be changed to "should".

At the suggsstion of Mr. CAMPION (United Kingdom), the last
sentence of page 20 was revised to read: "The creation of a new organi-
zation not brought into rslation with the Statistical Commission might

Jjeopardize".

Mr, ITENBURG (Netherlands) felt that there was a conflict
between the idecas expressed in the second paragraph regarding infrequency
of sessions of the Ccrmigsion and nsed for more rapid progress, and the
agsumpticn in the last paragrath that "any proposed actions xust be
referred to tho Commizsion”. He asked for a less stringent wording of
the first sentonce of the lagt paragraph.

After some discusaion the Cormission agreed on the following version:
¥, ..the revort of the consultaticn together with any proposed actions of
a general cheracter affecting the Statistical Cormission's responsibilities
must be referred to that Commission..."

/Mr . RABICHKO
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Mr. RABICEKO (Ukrainian CSoviet Socialist Republic) asked why
the report con*tuinted no reflection of the Commisgion's positicn on the
proposal regarding the Hconomic Commission for Asia and the Far Fast.
The report ssemed %o deal only with statistical matters affecting the
Bconomid Commission for Europe; 1t should also cover ghatistical acti-

vities of the other regiomal commissions.

Mr. RICE (United States of America), Rapporteur, had under-
gstood that there was to be no reoference made in the report Yo the action
the Commisgion had taken regarding the Economic Commission for Asia and
the Far Tast, since that action had been informal and was to be incor-
porated in a letter from the Secretariat to the Executive Secretary of
ECAFE. In any case, howsver, the report was so worded that it could refer

to any of the regional economic commissions.

Mr. CAMPION (United Kingdcm) observed that the Commission's policy
had been to treat each particular case serparately as it presented itself.
It was preferable for the other regional commissions to make their own
proposals, rather than for the Statistical Commission to offer proposals

without knowledge of their particular needs.

Mr. MAHATANOBIS (India) thought it might be well to add a sen-
tence at the end of the gection indicating that the Statistical C-mmission
asgumed the game principles would be applicable in the case of the other
regilonal commissions.

The report in its present form might be considered smbiguous, since
ite recommendations were of a genersl nature. He was not sure what pro-
cedure the Secretariat could feollow in case pr-.zcsals should be pre-
gented by the regional commissions at a time when the Statistical Commis=-

gion was not in session.

/Mr. RICE
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Mr. RICE (United States of America), Rapporteur, drew atten-
ticn to page 6 of the report, ths ssction of Chapter I entitled

"Regional Statistical Interests and Respornsibility", which had besen

gcuss=d the prsviocus day. That zsecticn was devoted to the general

di
aspects of the “uestion applicabls to all regiona; he felt ths Sscre-~

tariat could turm to it for guidancs in case of nssd.

M, MABATANOSIS (India) did not wish to preas his suggestion
for an added gentence ir the Secrstariat =nd the Cormission thought
it unnscsasary. Ee wished cnly to clear up any awbiguity and ligkten

the burden of the Sscreteriat’'s work. Hs saw no need Tor a gpecific

reference to ECAFE.

Vr., CAMPION (United Kingdom) obssrvsd that the Commission
had stated, in the chapter undsr comsideration and in Chepter I, its
general views cn the rglaticon betwsen regicrpal astivitises and ths
general funcltiong of the Statistical Commisgion. The Commigsicn hal
as yet received no officilal reguests for azticn from the othsr regional
commigaionsg. Cextain views kad been expressed:-to the Secretary of

ECAFE - 4T that commiession so desired, it roculd prssent a reguest for

action which would be treated ag 2 cpecial cage, in the same manner ag

s, LEOVARD (Secrstariat) said thet on ths questicn of rsgicnal

consultationa the Secrevariet would have Lo ezsume that the operative
rart of the rspors wes the 3ection now under considerat-on, not the
general gstatementa zade in Chopter I,

In the event that IZCATE zhould maXe a request ¢TI this nature, he

1,

aggumed that ths ultimete action would be a rsccmmendation by the
Statistical Commission to the Economic and Social Council, gimiler to

/ﬁhe recommcndation
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the recommsndation now being made concerning the Eccnomic Commission
for Europe.

Regarding the other regional cortissions, the Statigtical Commission
had adogpted gemeral principles, which would serve as a gulde in prepara-
tory discussions with the regicmal organs. Irorosals could then be
rrepared for the nsxt session of the Commission, in which those prin-

ciples would be incorporated.

Mr. RICE (United States of America), Rapporteur, referred to
the last two sentences of the section on regional statistical interests
in Chapter I, in which the Commission had stated its intention that
during intervals between sesslons of the Commission, the Secretary-
General should have full control over regional statistical activities.
The Commission's desire was to lay down general principles to guide the
Secretary-General in his relationshlips with regional commissions, until
the Statistical Commission should receive Eurther requests for action.

He asked whether 1t was Mr. Lecnardfs feeling that the Commission’?s
informal action concerning ZCAFE should be formalized by a report to the

Council that such sction had been taken.

Mr. LEONARD (Secretariat) did not think this could be dome,
gince no formal request had been received from ECAFE. If a reguest
were received, it should be dealt with Iin the manner he had described,
at the next session of the Commission.

The section on "Reglonal Statistlcal Activities" was approved as

amended .

In connextion with the discussion of Chapter VI, Transport
Statistics, Mr. LEONARD (Secretariat) explained that the papsr Just
circulated to the Commission was the official text of the Transport and

/C ommunications
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Communications Coxmission's resolution, and was differsnt in certain
details cf arrangement from the cabled text considersd sarlier. The
Secretariat had tried to make the drafting committses's report conform

to the final text.

Mr. MAHALANOBIS (India) objected to the wording .l the sen-
tence "The Statiptical Cczmission i3 gsnerally in favour of cenlral
rather than regional collection of gtatistics." The sentence was clsar
as 1t stood in the report, but if lifted from its context it would be

open to misinterprstaion.

At the suggsation of Mr. RICE (United States of America),
Rapporteur, the sentence was revissd to read: "In respect to inter-
netionel gtetistics, the Steabistical Comxmission is gensrally in favour

of central rather than regicnal collection.”

Mr. CAMPION (United Kingdom) obgerved that the Cormigaicn's
first reccmmendation to the Ccuncil in this chaptsr raisged a point of

substance. Since the Commission had just exprsssed itself as generally

O
e}

t

e

in favour of centrel rathsr than regicnal collsction of ztat

-4

atica,

¢!

could bardly ask that such collsction bscome "a prizery concern' of the
regional cormigpions'! staffs., He thought this recommendation should be

omitted =ntirely from the report.

Mr. RICE (United States of America), Rapporteur, explained

that ths raragraph in question had been drafted on the basis of an in-

ot

complete record of the Transport and Coxrunications Commigsion!s sction
and did not convey exactly the viewa of the Statisticel Commisalion. He
congidered redrafting wes necessary, since the Commission could not ask
the Council to smend a premiss adopbed Tty ensther Commission.

/Mr . MAHATANOBIS
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Mr. VAHALANOBIS (India) supported the opinion of Mr. BRUCE
(Secretary of the Commission) that omission of the raragraph would
imply the Cormission's endorsemsent of the principle of entrusting
collection of gtatistics to the regional economic commissions. The
raragraph {n question had been the core of the Commission's earlier
decision.

The ropresentabive of the United Kingdom end the Secretary of

tlhie Commiggion were agked to re-draft the parsgraph.

CHAFTER VII - WORK PROGRAMME: IMMEDIATE AND FUTURE

Mr. BRUCE (Secretery) drew attention to a draft he had cir-
culated which contained financial estimates for the various proposals

in Chapter VII.

Mr . RYABUSEKIN (Uhion of Soviet Socialigh Republics) thought
that the question of expenses should be congidsred very carefully at
the present time, when the United Wations was exercising every possible
economy . He would suggest that more time should be allowed for consi-
deration of the financial implications befors a decision was taken upon
the programme. For his part, he would not be able to gilve hig final

opinion until the following day.

Mr. RICE (United States of America) asked the Secretary if
he wag correct in agsuming that the Commlgsion wes not reguired to teke
a decigion with regard to the expenses involved; the sstimates were

merely collateral information for the guidance of the Commiggion.

Mr. BRUCE (Secretary) confirmed that that was the case. When
any proposel which had financial implications was under conaideration,
it was the responsibility of the Secretary-General to draw the attention

/of thé appropriate
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of the aprropriate Cormigsion and of the Economic and Social Council
to The exrsnses involved. Nseither the Cormisgsicn nor the Council was

required to rassg judgment on the financial ectimates.

Mr, RABICEKO (Uxrainien Sovist Socialist Republic) considered
that it wag not possible to examire the programms withoul considering
the meang of implementing it, which coull not be . eparated from the

guestion of finance,

Mr. RICE (United States of Americe) drsw attention to the
ghort tirs remaining for the Commisgion to complete itz schedule; if
the financial question as such was to be considerad,uit would be im-
rogaible to finigh the rerpoxt in time. Moreover, it was not within the

competence of the Commissgion tc aprrove gpscific figures.

The CEATRMAN read rule 24 of the rules or procedurs of func-
tional cormissions of the Zccnomic and Socisl Courcil, under which
the Secresary-General had the duty of cormunicating to the members of

twe Ccmmisgion, for information purpoges, an estimate of the costg

involved in any recoxmeniation ths Ceommission proposed to make.

HEes suggsated that the Cormigsion should Tirst consider the pro-
posals in Chaptsr VII without referencs to the estimated coszt, end
then go through the chaptsr once egain, noting sgeimst each project
the amount invelved., The Ccrmission might then decids Lo mention in
the repoxrt that certzin itsms 3id not involve any sxpenditure in the
current yeaxr.

Indices oxX Industrial Broduction

My, MAHATANOBIS (India) proposed the delstion of the words
"and methods" at the end of the sscond sentence of the first paragrzih.

The Commission approved the gection on indices of industrial pro-
duction, as thus amended.

/[Stetistics
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Statistics of Priceg

The Commission approved the gection on statistices of prices,
with a small drafiing ehange in the fourth sentencs.

Revision of the Minimum Lig*

Vr. CAMPION (United Kingdom) pointed out that the corrsct
title in the first sentence was "Minimum List of Commodities for In-
ternational Trade Statigtics”.

The Commission approved the sgection on revigion of the minimum
ligt, with thset omendnent.

Statistics of National Income and related subjects

The Commission approvsd the sectlon on statistics of national
incowe and rela“el subjects.

Plang for 1950 Population Censusesg

Mr. RICE (United Statss of America), recalling his earlier
rewarks regerding the competence of the Commission concerning expsndl-
ture, proposed the deletion of the words "in the 1940 budget of the

United Nations".

The CHAIRMAW reminded the Commission that the sawme question
had avisen ot the previous mseting, in connectlon with the lagl parse-
graph of Chapbter ITII. The same phrase would have to Dbe deleted in that

raragreph.

Mr. MAHATANOBIS (India) asked to be allowsd to make some
general observaticns with regard to Charvter III, since 1t was again
under digcussion.

He was under the lmpression that in the ysport of 1ts rrevicus

/sessiong
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geggion, the Cormissicn had invited the Pormlation Commisgsion to deal
with the matter of the 1950 censuses, and that certein papers had been

submitted to the Commisslion in the name of ths Pepulation Cormission.

He thought, therefore, that it would bte approyriate to make some referenc

to the interest of the Population Commission in tre gubjsct.

After a short exchange of views, the Commission agreed to redraft
veragraph 1 of Chaygter ITT aa fcllows:

"The Statisgtical Commission has studied........planned by a numbsr

f governmente (Jocument T/CN.9/W.9). The recommended definitions

were prepared for gsubmiassion Lo the Porulation Cormigsion and the

ky

Statistical "ommissicn and refsr Lo the tentative List of items

rrevicusly approved by the Zecpulation Commission, given general
endorsement by the Statistical Commizsion, and nousd by the Eco-
normic and Soclal Jouncil. The Stabtisticel Commisgicn wishes to
rezoxd 1tg visws resypecting these items, tho proposed definitions

i

and relsted matters.

The Commission approved the dsletion of the words "in the 1G4G
Tudget of the United Nationg' from whs last paregrath of Chapter I11
and frcm the paragrapyh on plang for 1950 populaticn cenguseg in Chaphsr
VII z2nd from the paragraph on plans for 1950 population censuges in

Chapter Vil

Housging Statigtics

Yy, CAMPION {United Kingdom) proposed the substitution of
tie words "Ingufficient attention has been given"” for the wordz "ine

zen made" in the firgt rarzgraph.
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The Commiseion approved the gection ¢n housing statistics, as Shus
amended .

Statistical Samplirg

v, MAHATANOBIS (India) prcuvosed to change the words "addi~

1
)

icnal staff" %o "nocessary ataff" in tke last poragreph.

/vir. RICE
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Mr. RICE (United States of America) suggested that, in view
of the action that had been taken, the words '"current sampling pro-
Jjects" in the second paragraph should be changed to "gampling pro-
Jects having curvent interegt”.

The Commigsion approved the section on statistical gampling, with
those two amendments.

Other Subjects

Mr. IDENBURG (Netherlands) propoged the subsgtitution of the

word ‘revenues" for "income", and "public debt" for "national debt" in

sub-paragraph (d).

Mr. RICE (United States of America) proposed the substitution
of the word "projects" for "geries" in the first paragraph.

The Commigsion approved the gection on page 30 entitled "Other
Subjects', with those amendments.

Mr. MAHALANOBIS (India) drew atitention to a further section
on page 36 under the same title, "Other Subjects". He proposed that
the last paragraph of that section, which dealt with the need for
co-ordination between the varicus Commisgsions of the Economic and Social

Council, should be put under a separalte heading.

Mr. BRUCE (Secretary) read paragraph 18 of the report of the
gecond gession of the Statistical Commissicn tc the Economic and Social
Council (document E/577), in wkich the Commigsion asked the Council to
devize procedures by which Commissions might consullt each other on appro-
priate occesions. The Council had taken no decision on the matter, but
had referred consideraticn of it to the seventh session, when it would

be treated as one aspsech of the general problem of co~ordinati.m.

/M. RICE
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Mr. RICE (United States of Amsrica) agreed that the last
raragrarh cn page 36 should be placed under & separate heading. Hs

suggested "Statistical Work of Other Commigsicng”.

Mr. CAMPION (United Xingdeom) suggestel that the last three
lines ghould be redrafted ez follows: Y...ths statistical requirsments

of the other functional and regional commissgions and the technical and

L ¢

statistical problsms arizing from thelr prograxmes of work."

Mr. IIEU (China ropo3ed the substituiion of "the Commigsion"
¢
for Y"the Cormititee on Future Work".

The Commigsion approved the third reragraph on page 36, as smended,
to be entitlel "Statistical Woerk cof Othsr Ccuminsions” .

Mr. BRUCE (Sscretary) proposed the addition of the words “the
gtatistical aspects of" befcre the worde "ths TFrovigional Questicnnaire”
in the second paragraph of the section "Other Subjects" on pags 36.

The Commission approved the first two paragraphs of page 36, as
amended .

Statistical Classification

In reply to a question by Mr. ITENBURG (Nethorlands), Mr.
RICE (United States of America) explainsd *that the order of presentation
in the report was not isfinitive, ani, as Rapportsur, h2 intended to

change it in ths Tinal draft.

L

M. EYABUSEKIN (Union of Sovwiet Socialist Republics) ssked

for a short note to be includsd, stalting the visws ke had sxpressed with
regard to stanlard clagalficaticn. He stressed that such = note would not
give theyimpr6551on that there had been divergenciss of vi-~g in {thse

Commission, sinse the gqussticn was purely mehbhodological.
J o

/Mr. RICE
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Mr. RICE (United States of America) agreed to draft such

a paragraph.

In reply to an observation by Mr. RYABUSEKIN (Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics) that there appeared to be some duplication,
the subject of classification being treated in two different parts
of the report, Mr. RICE explained that the one or two cases of apparent
duplication were intentional, the form of presentation throughout being
that of slaboration and summary.

The meeting rose at 1.05 p.m.
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CONTINUATION OF CONSITER/TION OF 1LAFT REPCRT OF THE STATISTICAL CCMMISSICH
(document &/CN.3/W.7)

Statistical Classification.

Mr. LICE (United Etates of America), Rapporteur, proposed, on
behalf of the USSL representative and himself, the following paragraph,
to be inserted after sub-paragraph (bt) on page 32

"The recommended classification takes into account the comments
and suggestions of 27 countries which responded to the request of
the Secretary-Goneral when the preliminary draft was circulated.

The tlechniccl views of the USSR, notv having been previously received,
were presented during the Commission's Session by its representative
and were referred to the group of expert consultants. The technical
views of The Soviel representative and the comments thereon by the
expert consultants will pe found in Summary Records of the
Commission's Session,

"The Commission believes that the classification as adopted
reflects the best possible synthesis of national viewpolnts that can
be made at the present time. It was pointed out, howsver, that
continual improvements in the classification may be expected as
a result of experience gained in ite use by Member Governments."

The Conmmission approved the inssertion of the proposed text.

Mr. CAMPION (United Kingdom) pointed out that the word "tabulation"
ghould be substituted Tor "coding” in the sixth line of the paragraph

headed “Alphabetical Index' .

On the suggestion of Mr. MLHALANCBIS (India), the final sentence
of thot psragraph was redrafted to read "The preparation of such an index,
which will be a difficult and drawn out task, should be undertaken when

opportunity permits.”

/Mr . PETERSEN
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M- PETERSEN (Norway) proposed that the second sub-paragraph
of 3t 7 . >.ge 33, should read as follows: "The Ccmmission recommends
thot supps-uwentary classifications be developed especially (a) by
stoe ., of production, (b) by use and (c) by categories of econocmic
“etivity..." In his opinion, the main classification outlined in the
preceding passage of the report, might not provide all the necessary
information concerning classification by stage of production and
therefore the reference to stage of production should be maintained
:noitem 7. It also might be possible to collect information through
o clasgification by use and therefore, a separate reference to that
category also should be included.

After an exchange of views, the Norwegian proposal was accepted

by the Commission.

On the suggestion of Mr. CAMPION (United Kingdom), sub-para-
graph 1. was deleted; the Commission having notel =hot the snggestions

¢ 1IN THE TeRory.

)

conTained thercin were includ

Progromme of Statistical Educazion and Training.

Mr. RICE (United States of America)} Rapporteur, pointed out
certain drafting changes which would have to be made, which he hed

alrecdy Dbrought to the attention of the Secretariat.

On the suggestion of Mr. CAMPION (United Kingdom), the first
sentence of the final paragraph on pags 37 was deleted.

The Commission approved Chgpter VITT and authorized the

napporteur to include a reference to statistical education in

the 1ist of "OTHER SUBJECTS" on page 30.

/ITEMS
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ITEMS NEEI'ING FULTHER CONSITERATION BY THE CCMMISSION

The Goals Restated,

Mr. RICE (United States of America), Rapporteur, proposed the
following text, ©to be substituted for the second sentence, in which he
had attempted to meet the views of the Ukrainian representative:

"It can be said that The goal of the Commission 18 to contribute
to the efforts of the United Nations to organize the world for peace
by furthering the creation of a world statistical system which shall
provide the most efficient means for supplying essential statistical
informat ion and shall incl;de the establishment of international standards
respecting statistical methodology and comperability.”

The Commission approved the Rapporteur's proposal.

Statistical Interests of Otner Functional Commissions

On the suggestion of Mr. CAMPION (United Kingdom), the following
sentence was added to the second paragraph: "The difficulties have
increased as the sessions of the Commission have become less freguent
and have been more often scheduled at different times and places.”

Liquidation of Statistical Functions of Leagus of Nations.

The Commission agreed to delete the section and to substitute Tor
it the following text:

"Consideration of Future Work

"The report of the Second Session of the Statistical Commission
observes that 'an effective international statistical system for the
United Nations' must develop 'such a standardization of statistical
definition and clasgifications as will result in comparability among
the statistics of national governments and inter-governmental agencies'.
At ite Tirst session the Commission had already decided to view the
preraration of & standard classification of industries, or economic activities

ag having a first priority in this area of work.

/"The appropriate
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"The appropriate starting poaint for this project was found to
be the classification of the gainfully occupied population developed
in the League of Nations. The Secretariat, aided by a group of
technical experts assembled from different countries, has converted
that classification into an up-to-date and more general industrial
clagsification for international statistical comparisons of economic
activities.

"The Commission has reguested that work be continued upon several
other classiTications to which some attention has already been given.
Proposed priorities with respsct to these end with respect vo the
possible continuation of certain other studies of the League of Nations
are indicated in later pages of this report.

"The United Nations Monthly Bulletin of Statistics has been greatly
expanded and improved by the Secretariat. Other statistical periodicals
are in process of development. A particular objective of. much concern
to the Commission respecting which considerable progress has been made
by the Secretariat, is the integration orf plans for annual statistical
publications of the United Nations and the Specialized Agencies. The
Commission feels that together these Year Looks should constitute a
consistent whole, with no undesirable duplications in content.

"In general the Commission's plans for future work are in conformity
with those indicated in its earlier reports. 4 particularly important
addition is contained in Chapter VII of the present report, which
recommends steps looking toward the development of an international
programme of statistical education and training.”

Co-ordination of Statistical Activities of the United Nations and thg
Specialized Agencies.

With the insertion of commas after the words "them' and "policy"

in the first line of page 19, Chapter III was approved by the Commission.

/Transpozg
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Transport Statistics

The CHAIRMAN recalled that it had been decided to delete the
fourth paragraph on page 22 and that the United Kingdom representative
had been asked to prepare a text which would clarify Section 2 of
the Transport and Communications Commission's report.

A discussion ensued, in which it was agreed to delete the first
three sentences of the third paragraph. The paragraph thus would begin
with the words "In respect of international statistics, the Statistical

Commi ~=3ion is...".

To weet the point of view of the Netherlands representative,
Mr. RICE (United States of America), Rapporteur, suggested the insertion
of the following new second sSenvence: 'This is essential o preserve
consistency within the Commission's broad programme of statistical
co-ordination”. To the same end, Mr. CAMPION (United Kingdom) pro-
rosed that the words "subject to the general considerations mentioned
above' should be added at the end of the paragraph.

With the deletion of the Tfourth paragraph, Chapter VI as amended

was approved by the Cocmmission.

Statistics of National Income and Related Subjects.

The Commission accepted a Secretariat suggestion to add the
following paragraph at the end of the section:

"The Commission also recommends that the Statistical Office
continue its analysis of the systems of social accounts now in use
in a number of countries, and prepare a report for circulation among
interested government agencies and expsrte. Further, it recommends
that the work on statistics of family and individual incomes by
gize be continued.”

/FINANCIAL
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FINANCIAL ESTIMATES PRESENTED BY THE SECRETARY-GENEnAL IN ACCORTANCE WITH
RULE 2L OF THE RULES OF PRCCELURE OF THE COUNCIL

Mr. RICE (United States of America), Rapporteur, pointed out
that no representative would be comuitted by the financial estimates
and that the Commission was not expected to approve them. They were
to be considered as relevant information which the Commission might

wish to take into account in drawing up its report for the Council.

The CHAINMAN expressed the view that the total figure put
forward by the Secretariat was too large and that certain reductions
could be made, in particular, with regard to expert consultants. He

suggested that the document be considered, ivem by item.

Mr. RICE (United States of America), Repporteur, having noted
the large sum which had been set aside for the "Alphabetical Index",
proposed that that item should not be included in the programme for the

following year's work.

Mr. RYABUSHKIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) drew attention

to the fact that the document was entitled "Report of the Statistical

Commission” and therefore appeared to be a product of the Commission's work.
To arrive at any financial estimalte would involve a careful study of every

item and ths Commission did not possess the necessary knowledge for passing
Judgment on such a question.
He supported the Chairman's remarks concerning the large allocation which

‘  The i X - :
had been made for expert consultantgnd Oggaﬁ%ggtgggéa be congiderably reduced

owing to the fact that governments/would not demand financial remunsration
for providing the necessary assistance. The adoption of the United States
proposal concerning the Alphabetical Index would only mean the postponement

and not the rejection of the project.

Mr. RICE (United States of America), Rapporteur, agreed with the
USSR representative that the Commission was not competent to pass judgment on
the financial estimates. The title of the document was ambiguous; the figures

were based on the report of the Commission, but were in no sense a part of

that report.
/The CHATRMAN
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The CHAILMAN said that the Comigsion could study the proscent
docwmweent only in so far as the content of the iltens covercd vore con-
cerned., The cstinates, cormputed by the Secretariat for the Council,

wore not to bc considorcd.

Mr, C/MPICN (Unitod Kingdom) felt that the Carmission should
riake surc that the scale of its work would be naintained whon the
Council cxenined ite report in the light of the vstinates. e agreed
vith the United Stabus reprosentative that outside oxports wore
noccosgory. The text micht state that the Scerotorist which nocded
additional staff, uight use the funds saved by the Comission’s mouting
only once a yoor o rocrult statictic.l cxzperts whosce work would bo
accept ble to govermrients., The Comission could first docide vhothor
it agrecod with the work cg outlined in the Secrctari -t papor, cnd thon

dotorrine to what oxtent it should bo carricd out by cxports n 1949,

Mr., BLUCE (Scerctary of the Cormission) oxplained that diffi-
culties :iight orige in connoxion with yoar-by-yoor estirwtes: in ordoer
not to losc tiie over jo-rly ol iproprictions, » luip surn: for caech of the

Cormigsion's proJjucts would be recomended. Froo thoe Secrotorict point

of vicw, ncecuscory printing costs had to be listed os part of the project.

My, LICE (Thited Stotes of [rcrica) pointed out, aftor sow
discusoion, that the fizgurce had been subnitted by the Scerotariat as a
suide to the Cariigsion in reaching conclusions on substontive proposals.

-nd not for ite cpuroval,

The CHLILMAN ngrecd  but folt that the total cotiinte of
5300,000 for the Cardssion’s wvork would raigse objection by the Council;
the Cortiigoicn ghould thercfore gouck to precscent its projectc in os
rceeptable a nannor as possible, and show the Council that cxponditurcs

for the curroent ycor vore not cxhorbiteont.

Mr, MAILLANUBIS (Indis) strescod that the dinensions of the

cxponditurce should be taken into account. The Cormission should only

/considor
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conpider the cstirates in thoe light of cxports roguircd for -~ cortoin

project. IT 1t wep lntor doecided that the cotinntos were too large, tho

Sceretory-Goeneral would find the most appropricte working crrangeriont,

atreoocd thot the Coxil on should not coxoiiine the cotiwctes for coch

itcl geperately,

My, RY.BUSHEIN(Union of Sovioct Socialist Lopublics) thonkod

the Unitod States reprogentoative £or hisg cxplanations, but he folt that

the title woo nisleading.

My, ZRUCE (Sccret ry of the Commiission) cxolained thet the

titlc had beoen drefted in accordance with custornery practice. It wog o

financicl snnex appondcd by the Sccretariat to the Cauidssion's roport.

Mr, LICE (United Statos of Jrorica), upon o sugge

CHLAIZM/ to dclote from page 4 the iteil on the alphabetical index for

industrial clagsification, pointed out that the Cormission could 1werely

ke such a recorziendation to the Scerctary-Gencral in the rolevent part

of its reoport; the latber would then autonatically delctc Thot iton from

tho Sccrotariat paper.

Mr., Lice's oupmostion was accopted,

The CLILNMN +then proposced that the following wor

c

4

e8]

iight beo

i1

hieluded in the part of the roport dealing in alphabeticel indes: 1no

exponditures during 1949 arc contoiplated for this proposal.”

Mr, BRUCE (Sccrotariat) pointed out, with rcgard to Mr. nice's

rorerk, that if the Cormission desired to includc cn alphabetical index

for industrizl clagsification in its work at any tine, the itenn would

have to be rotained in the Soscrectariat nenorandua,

TS~ bl a8 Y T 2
My, MLIALYESIS (India) vpon soic ro..arks by Hho roepresentativeg

of the United Kingdon and Turkey, suggestod that the Corvids

sion miizht note

in its roport that the guecstion of ficld orgsnizations (Chapter VIII) and

the alphabotical index would bec rccongidered at onc of its Tuburc scspicrz,

[ir, RICE
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My, RICE (Unitcd Statos of .ilorica), in roply to a quostion by
My, 2Y.BUSHKIN (Union of Soviet Sociclist Lepublics) with rogard to the
intornational prograrric for cducation in stabistics, statcd that 1t had
boen guggestod that UNESCO should finance tho projoct; the Scerotariat

could only nake eosgtinates for the cost of preparing o report on the ratter.

Mr, ETUCE (Sccrotary of the Comnission), in roply to another
gquestion by tho USShL reprosentative, explained that an offcctive prograrrme
of technical assistance for 1950 coretec: wag thouzht to require a full-
tine gtaff. Tho cstiietos had been bascd on that asswmtion and broken
down inﬁb salary and travel appropriations for five additional staff

rorbers for 1949 and 1650.. He wished to know the Comission's views on

the nattor.

Mr ., CAMPICN (Unitcd Kingdon) noted that recormcndation was to
bc 11ade Tor the provision of technical agsigiancse to govornmopts at tho
latters' roquest; consequontly oll cxpenditure boyond the incldontal
facility of :aking the cxperts available should be bornc by the respec-
tive governricents,

Mr, 1ICE (United Stotes of .lworica) notcd that the Scerctariat
ghould bc in a poscition 1o offér expert advice iteclf, If it had to wait
untll rcquests for advice werec iade, it night not be able to obtain the
neccggary stalf on tinec. Mo suggested, thoreforc, that if the United
Kingdo1 viow veo accopbed, a scperate colurm should be set up for sub-
gcquent rceimburscrient by govermments, In view of the geoneral uncertainty
of thc Council'’s intentions in the natter, the Cormission would have o
reach 1ts cwn conclusion,

/Mr. DHUCE
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My, BRUCE (Sccrotary of the Cormigsion) concluded that the
Cormigsion wag of tho opinion that as far as possible the United Nations
should bo reoirburscd by governiients for ctaff travel salary and jor dicu

cxpenditures. The staff, however, would bc attached to the Sccrctariat.

My, MALALANCBIS (India) thought that the cetinmates should give
the not balance of United Nations oxypenditurces not recovercd fron

governrionts,

Mr, BILKUR (Turkcy) folt that the Statistical Ufficc should
be able to recruit staff to carry on the worl: without special government

requests,

Mr, RICE (Tnited States of Lierica) agreed and pointed out
that ugually countrics nost in ncod of technical assistance vore least
able to pay Tor it. Since it wag most irportant for the United Nations
that the consuscs should be carriced out in 1650 the Secrotary-Goeneral
gshould be frec to negotiate with the govermments for the sharing of

ocxpenditures,

Mr, CZMPION (United Kingdom) feeling thet a $40,000 estinate
for that iten wag excessive, naintaincd that countries requiring special
cxperts for special projocts should bear the cxpenditures, If they
were unable to do so, they should negotiate with the Secretary-General.
In any case, he objected to recormending the recruitment of additional

staff whose use would have to awall governnent requests for assistance.

Mr, MAH.L.NOBIS (Indfe! said that the United States repre-
gsentative had pointed out the real difficulty or bthe matter. The 1950
cenguges, to be carried out by govermienls upon a United Nations reccm-
rendation, werc the responsibility of both the govermnents concerned and

/the United
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the United Nations. e agreed with the United States view and wished

to know in what proportion expenditures would be shared. f4n estinate
night be iiade for a luryp swa of 10,000 dollars, the details to be worked
out later. He agreed with the United Kingdon representative concerning
the financing of specific projects by governnments, but noted that vany
governrients night ask for general expert assistance. It would be well,
therefore, to have one person on the stafl who would do other work during
the intervening periods; and whenever necessary, experts could be re-

cruited to work on a ternporary basis.

The CHATRMAN noted a tremendous shortage of qualified statis-

tical experts.

Mr, CAMPICY (United Kingdor) supported by the CHATRMAN, thought
that the Secretary-General should add explanations to the estinates for

the Council's congideration.

Mr, RICE (United Statcs of /rmcrica) proposcd the adoption of
the substantive prograrmie in the report. The Secretariat should indi-
catec in its remorendun to the Council the method of computation, the
anounts congidered necessary for the projects, and the timc when the

funds would bc required.

Mr, C/AMPION (United Kingdon) gaid that the Cormission supported
all itcrs but the last mentioned in the neroranduri. The extont of the

recruitnent, however, was too largc.

The CH .ITM.N stated that the Scecretariat should give in its
renorendw: the factors necessitating consultation and the nwiber of

cxperts required,

/Mr, BRUCE
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Mr, BRUCE (Secretary ef the Ccmmission) upcer. 8 svggestion by
the United States representative thet the Secrebariat sheuld give in
the arpendix all the Ccummigsion's recowmerdations to the Council, explained
thet the latter hed only agked Tor a ligt ef reccumerndaticrns for actlon
Ty tke Council; axnd nct reccmmendsicns to the Secretary-Gereral.

The Secretary of the (curissicr ther read cut a letter received by
bimw frem Mr, Polak, (Internaticrel Mcnetsry Fund), in which the latter
thenked the Ceommxiseicn for rewarkirng in ite repert cn the co-operation
wivh specialized agenciles, snd pointed cub Shet the TMF, ccntrary te the
irplication cn page 26 of tle Commission's report, interded to assume
respcnsibility for a ccnsideratle part of the work in price statistics.

Mr. Pclak therefore suggested that Part () might te amended accordirngly.
Mr, Pclak also propcsed tret on page 36 the specialized agercies' interest
in wigraticn statistics and talance of paymernts sgtatistics should te
nerged with the three other interests mentioned irn the last paragraph of
that page which would then refer to the five subjecte on equal footing.

Mr. RICE [United Otates cf America) disagreed on the lagt point
with Mr. Polak; bpalence of peyments and migration statistics were of
special interest to the United Nations and should not be placed in the

geme category asg the other Hhree subjects.

Mr., MAFATANOBIS (India) noting that the subject talance of pay-
ments statistics had been reserved for the fourth session, also felt that

they shoulid Ye mentioned geparately.

The CHATRVAN stated that he had always understood from the
surrary records that balence of payments statistics were of interest to
the United Wations as well as to the spscizlized agencies, especially to

the IMP which was ccncerned with prices.

/Mr. CAMPION
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Mr . CAMfION‘(Uhited Kingdom) {elt that the Commission hod previously
considered this susgestion respecting price statistics and had agreed that
the Commnissgion could not accept it.

Mr, BRUCF (Secretary of the ®ommission) then raised the question of the
time and place of the Commission’s following session. The Commission should
meet before the July 1940 session of the Council.

3

Mr., CAMPION (United Kingdom? suppbrted by Mr. RICE (United States of
America) suguested that the Commission should meet in BEurope (Geneva) in
order to enable representatives to bring staff assistants to the session
and thus acquaint them with the viesws and work of the Commission.

TthCHAIRMAN noted general agreement with the suggestion.

Mr. RICE (United States of Amsrica) thought that the time of the next
session should be determined by the Secretariat, The Comnission might meet
at the same tiﬁg/as some regiondl Commissions in order to become acquainted
with the work of those bodies. He also hoped that the successful procedure
of preliminavy committee meetings would be repeated.

v

Mr, CASTRO VALIE (Mexico) conveyed to the Commission Mr. G. Loyo's

-
‘

regrets at not havin: been able te attend the present session.

Upon a question by the USSR representative concerning the final adoption
of the report, Mr. RICE (United States of America) supported by Mr. IDENBURG
(Wetherlands) proposed the adoption of the report, the Rapporteur to have
avthority to prepare an additional paragzraph for the Chapter on Future Work

on the educational programms,

The report was adopted unanimously

After the customary exchange of compliments, the CHAIRMAN declared
the session closed.

The meeting rose at 5:40 p.m,




