
United Nations 

ECONOMIC 
AND . 

SOCIAL COUNCIL 

STATISTICAL COMMISSION 

·--·-----------~---·--

Nations Unies 

CONS ElL 
ECONOMIQUE 
ET.SOCIAL 

....... ..1 

tr.NRll:STRICT.ED 

E/CN-3/50/Add .1 
26 May 1948 

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 

FINANCIAL EST!MATFS PBESENTED BY THE SECRETARY -GENERAL 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH BULE 24 OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE 
OF TEE Ftm!CTIONAL COMMISSIONS 

1. The estime.tes given in this financial anr1ex relate to the expenditure 

required to give full effect to the recommendations of the Statistical 

Comm.:tssion in its report to the Economic and Social Council (document 

E/CN.3/50). 

2. Two factors influenced the Statistical Commission in the development 

of its recommendations relating to the :programme of work to be undertaken 

in international statistics. The first; relates to the fact that the 

Commission meets but once a year; moreover, among its own membership 

it cannot possibly provide the com:prehensiv·e knowledge of each field of 

statistics on a world-wide basis required to assist'in the solution of 

pressing statistical problems. The second relates to the fact that the 

staff of the statistical Office of the United Nations and the Secretariat 1 

of the statistical servi~es of the s:peeialized agencies cannot permanently 
include a suff;t.cient number or experts in the rJecesaary fields of 

statistics with knowledge of the various national experiences in each 

field necessary to an adequate consideration of all factors in developing 

a given international programme of statistics. 'Accordingly the 

Commission has recommended that when such specialized expert experience 

is required and does not exist in the Secretariat' it should be made 

available to the Secretary-General by national governments who will 

be asked to loan trained personnel for short periods as consultants for 

w.ork on specific ~rojects, witll transportation and per diem provided . . 
by the United Nations. This practice is considered to be the most 

economical method of utilizing thi iimited resources or trained 

statistical personnel ava~lable to national and international 

organizations, and moreover assures that particular statistical 

problems will be considered by the most high~ qualified individuals. 

In considering the_ future work programme the Statistical Commission 

/also ga:re 
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ala~ gav~- careful attention to a wide variety of ~roblems of statistical 
' w '~ 

comparc.bility upon which additional work vrouJd be productive. It 

reviewed the problems from the standpoint of urgency and inllnediate 

relevance to social and economic problems, rejecting several proposals 

and deferring others for further consideration at its next session. The 

proposals approved, therefore, are the ones listed beldW which were 

Recorded first priority (with the exception of paragra-ph -11) • : . 

CLASSIFICATION OF. COl-1!'A.ODI1'IES FO:R EXTERNAL 'l"RADE STATISTICS . . 
(Chapter VIII, puragra;phs 99, 100) 

3. In order to achieve compP.rability in external trade statistics 

collected uy various countries, the Statistical Commission recommended 

- a.~ a matter .of first priority_ that _a preJ,.i:minery draft of a standard . ' ' .. ~ . 
class1f1cat;!.on _be circ;ulated, to Ne_mber Governi!l~'mts with a request for 

technical cmmnents. The draft and comments should be revievTed 
' ~ 1 ' • • • 

subsequently by a group of expert consnl tante who would deve,lop a 

definitive classification bas~d. on.current_internatio~al prac_tices, 

,. to_ be .submittec1 to the S:tat.i.stical Co!Jlll;lission. It is estimated_ thay 

four consultants with. expex·ience in the use of cl{lssification syst.ems

in various tradi.ne are.as of the_ vrorld will_ b~ neyessary to assist -:the
' . 

Secretariat in deve:J,.oping th~ cla_ss.ificat~on •

Estimated cost of travel end per di.em of tJle grol_lp of (4) expert.

. consultants (January 1949 - April 1949) is: 

Travel. 
Per diem. 

ToteJ 

 $ 3,600 
t.L.?92. 
$lo,Boo 

E-stimated printing ·cost (1950) 100 pages ·ianguagea:· $241 000."

STATISTICS OF NATIONAL INCOME AND CAPITAL FO:RMATION 

(chapter VIII, paragra io2) 
4. The Statistical Conm recommended as matter of first· p:riiority 

se-cretariat, wi.tb. the assist of expert· sult nts continue 

ita. ~tud;- of 'm'ethods ,;sed in. vario ountrie's in the 'est'imat1  of 
• 

national income, wfth r attention- to· ·the analysis -and 
. 

classification- of concepts ahd methods employed in measuring capital

formation and' con'sum~rs I expenditures; method-S ·used ·1n estimating 

income-~~cr~ing to_labom: ai1ci' c~pital an e~surin~ real ~ nal 
income; end proc.edlires that· may be 'recd:rmnended to achieve :international 

• • • • 

comparability. 

Esti~ted .c9st 'for.~ 1948 .. 4.9. (3 months- basis): 
• • 

Travel $ '2, 700 
Per diem -$ .5~·4oo 

Total $ 81 100 
/'l'BANSPOP.T 
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5. The Statistical Commission endorsed tJ.nd gave priority to the 

recommendation of the 'rrMlsport and Communications Commission that a 

working group, to be designated in consultation with the Statistical 

Commission in the field of transport and communications statistics, be 

established to study the economic and technical requirements in the 

transport field, and that in its work it should be assisted by the 

Statistical Office, the Transport and Communications Division and the 

Economic Stability and Develo:pm.ent Division of the United Nations. 

No additional staff. needed for this project in 1948. 
The estimated cost of t+evel and per diem for (3) consultants 

for a period of 2 months during 191~9 is: 

Travel 
Per diem 

Total 

$ 2,700 
$ 613~0 
$ 9,000 

INDICES OF INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION 
(Chapter VIII, paragraphs 96, 97) 

6. The Statistical Commission recommended that immediate attention 

be given to the review and development of indices of industrial 

productton. Such index numbe:r·s are tools of econo:m:! c ·analysis which are 

lacking in reany countries. Amonc other countries there is great diversity 

in their compilation and as a consoq_uence international comparability is 

hampered. The Commission there.fo~e r<?c;)L"'1!ilGnded that a group of expert 

consul·tants sho1JJtl aesist the 3e·.T:ecariet in: 

1. a revie·w of the reco.~J:.n.snt':ll !:-.tons made by the Committee of 

Statistical F:q:erts of the JJeat3'lO of !4at!ons rega:r:Hng indices 

of incus trial pro<h~ction w.!. th a view to ad,,p-<j:1_r,g m;0h indices 

to cu.'t'reDt ccnCii tionCJ, to nevr :motholi0lc~:zy C.!:lc1 co.nct=Jpts, considering 

the devel')})D'J.!:>~:t a:::-.r1 construct.i.on of S' .. Wh i:l'H ces ag:Jinst the 

general ·oacJ',e.c>o,md and p:"ss?3nt stat us of statistics obta:l.ned from 

census of ind~strial proJv.ction, and 

2. formulntbg reco:rmu.er.daticns regarding the development of 

indices of industr1al production in a report to the Statistical 

Commission. 

Estimated cost for 1948-49 {3 months basis) grou~ of 4 expert 

consultants: 

Travel 
Per diem 

Total 

$3,600 
$ 7,200 

$10,800 

/STfJJJY OF 
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STUDY OF PRICE INDEX NUMB]RS AND THEIR INTER ·:RElATIONSHIPS 

(Chnpter VIII, paragraph 98) 

7. The Statistic~l Commission recommended as a matter of first priority 

that the assistance of a group of expert consultants be sought to study 

methods used in the compilation of price index numbers, wholesale and 

retail price index numbers including exports and imports, and index 

numbers of quantum and prices related to external trade. 

Estimated cost of travel and per diem of a group of 3 expert 

consultants (five months during 19}t.8 ... 49): 

Travel 
Per diem 

Total 

$ 2,700 
$ 91~09 
$11,700 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR 1950 CENSUSES 

(Chapter VIII, paragraph 104) 

8. The Statistical Commiss~on recommends that additional technical 

staff experienced in census methods and administration be added to the 

Statistical Office so that assistance can be given to Governments in 

the planning of census schedules, the organization of census procedures, 

and the development of tabulation plans. Qualified technicians are 

requlred who -vrould have experience with conditions in several important 

areas of the world. 

It is expected that Governments requesting such expert advice and 

assistance will reimburse the United Nations for the costs of salary, 

travel and per diem of the technicians while on loan to their country. 

The United Nations would bear only the costs of acquainting the 

technicians with the results of studies of national census practices 

available at Headquarters and other incidental coste. One such cost 

would be the preparation of summaries of the experience of particular 

countries in solving problems of methods and procedures so that the 

results could be made available to othar countr:!.es in time to be of use 

iR current census plans. 

I. Estimated cost for salaries, travel and per diem of consultants: 

Estimated cost for 1948 (3 months basis): 

Salary, travelL per diem $10 1 000 
Reimbursed by uovernments $ '7 1 500 --

Net cost to the United Nations 

Estimated cost for each of the years 

Sale.ries 

1949 and 1950 

$32,500 per year 
$ 8, 6oq_ " u Travel and per diem 
$41

1
100 tl II 

Reimbursed by Governments 
Net cost to the United Nations 

$30zOOO " 11 

$11,100 II II 

Total cost for 1948, 1949 and 1950 

/II. 

$ 2,500 

$22,200 

$24,700 
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The additional work involved in collatir1g the information received 

from Governments regarding their 1950 census pr0gr~n®es, orcanizing 

reports on technical problems a't the request of Governments and to assist 

the consultants advising Governments '3.Cting as a centre of information 

with reeard to the 1.950 census 'f?rogramme, will require one additional 

post at Grade 14 to be added to the Statistical Office, 

1949 -. l post, Grade 14 $ 7,000 

INTF;RNATIONAL PROGRAMME F'OR EDUCATION IN STATI2'UCS 

(Chapter VIII, paragraph 110) 

9. The Statistical CoilliUission recoillillends that a survey be made in 

collaboration vri th the specialized agencies and other int6rnational 

organizations in order that an internatione.l proGra:rnme can be formnlated 

to meet these needs, 

The cost entailed in the preliminary steps of this project wouJd 

consist of travel for two members of. the staff to consult i·Ti th the various 

agencies and Regional Organizations concerned, 

Estimated cost for 1948 (travel) $ 5,660 

STATISTICAL SAMPLING 

(Chapter VIII, paragraphs 106, 108) 

10. The Statistical Commission endorsed the recommendations of the 

Sub-Commj.ssion on Statistical Sampling e.nd recommended that a specinlit3t 

in the field of sampling be added to the staff of the Statistical Office 

of the United Nations. 

No additional cost is contemplated be;;"ond those now available :l.n 

the budget. 

ALPHABETICAL INDEX FOR INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION 

(Chapter VIII, paragraph 111 (2)) 

11. The Statistical Commission recOlUIJ1ended that work on an alphabetical 

index to the International Standard Industrial Classification of all 

Economic Activities should not be undertaken during 1948 or 1949 by the 

Statistical Office. Prelimina~J study of the project will be undertaken 

in preiJare.tion of a report to t.he fourth session of the Commission. 




