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1. At its Second Session the represe?lto:t.ive on tl:e Sto.Usticr:l Cc.rJ:.dsdon 

for t~~,e };etherlands d::ow the o:ttention of the Corr.m1.ssion to the ;.rork do:r.e 

towc,:rd The ird:.eiY.'ation of s tnt1G tics w1t:1in the fro.mOi-!O-:."l~ of e.~onoD.:!.c 

co-or;e:t: c.tion runong lielt::ii.l.m, the No• .. J:z.;r.l ar.c~s n.nc: L:LXe:L:.ou:,·g m1:l p::r::;pgscd 

in:for!ncl.ly that a co!:l!"..ittee of Eu:rorenn statistici.cns bo c:r·Go.:tci to give 

specicl attention to stt1:tis+.iicnl m21.t~or s of pm·tic·..:J.a:r il~tGl'est to E~opean 

countries. 

2. The Stat:t.stical Co:ulillissio:a did not act forma ll.y UlJOn the :proposol but 

expresced the view that sto.U.sticnl co~operation anonr; Belgium, the Net..'lerlands 

and Luxembourg mJght lend to vEll ua"t} e sugr:;ustior..s and s !:ii:rc. . .:.1o.rl.i.is fv:..~ its own 

work. The Corr.mission req'!j,E-s"ted the Socreta:riat to prepnre a repo!'·t for its 

Third Secsion dealing with scme of tho details of th6 :Bv:.:JelllX plan. 

3. Tt.e folJ,.o·nr:!.ng rep0.rt is su"::J.Ditt0rl~ The Council of the Econcnic Union 

(Bonel·u;x) in 1946 estaolished a Statistical Cor,1Illittee coLlposed of the heads 

of the Statistical Offi~es of the tbxee member countries. At the first 

meeting in December 1946 the Co~~ittee established :rules of procedure and 

agreed npon a tentat:l'.ve progran:;me of work. In anticipation of the co~on 

tar:i.ff to be adoptoa. by the tbree ccu::-.:..tries agreement was reached by the 

Statis+,i~al Com:nittce u:pon various definit.tons referring to ex-ternal trade 

wh!.ch, were su"Jruitted to the Council of the Economic U.uion and subseq_uelltly to· 

the .l:'Bspective Gove!'nments for adoption. The recommendations dealt with 

de!"i~.i ~:~~n:=; of courrtries of origin and. c1estir..ation, methods of valuation of 

impo:r-tr a:1d <;.xports, the :r accrd.ins of n0t and. gross ': . .:d g.."lts, the introduction 

of a stati8'tica1 copy of cud toms pape!'s, tlte noruenclatur·3 of conunoc.i.ties, the 

classii'icat,ion of cc'I.Bi:.ries 1 ar-.r•a":l0ements for the :protection of -::onfidential 

infor.m ... 1tion. abc-.rt i:nd.i vilrw.l fil'ItS, the £.tatistic'3 of i.'IT_ports and expor-ts by 

parcel post, t...he imports end exports of gas, electridty ar...d water, statistics 

of wareb.ousc trade, and. t11e mont:Uy pul;lication of trade statistics. In 

/adlli..tion, 
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o..C.C.ition, ~.:.:'::c s:~ati:':;tic::::.l Co;:c:;-..ittc(') hlis investice.tocl the n:ethocls USG'l in t~le 

t!rr .. ..<3 cc:t;..:·rtrJ~os icr cJ3L.r:t2~!~-3 i::l(L:;,:~cs of r:l~lces nnc1 wages, c.nd hnG considel~ea 

t:.:-N".:.::p:n·t statistics n,ncJ. othur ::n~bjects in o. prelir::ino.ry vm~t· 

l~f! Ro:Col''Cllco is c...ls0 !Li~J .. e to ~tl.~.c1 vor:Lcus col!_fel ... GllCes oi' 13r-2~·tirh Conuno:;.v:ealth 

sto .. ~.:;:;:-;~iclen.J f:Jl"' ·C}~u :;n;r:;~o3o of (j_:f_octtc~~j.r:;:o; n.:o·t~l::;ds of cvr::-pura.til::..t.y nnd 

o~t.l"';r E~tnt::s tic:-:l prc-::Jloxns JJ..~ ~:lLrtr~~~.l ir.~.toi·c:;s"C. 

5. c~~l"' .J,.·.o 0 ·c~·-"1 ('"'~~~l· ~)'' r•"' t 1·o r~+~··-; ~-'-·1 c _,, Cc-r "'1j NC'.L'. rn (2""( A"...,.""+ +o w ..... J. \ ·~.,. L:.U. Q0 ._;,..._.._'-• 1.)-r;,..::tJJ ·~ ,...,:. \,.,'..1. .1.. ... • ~o,.} Vd ~·- ""J v...1.. ~ ~~.:.1 .. . ;::. ~._--, :._; .i1.t.-.uk,:.J (,.1 V 

Sq;tt:..:::oc:r. 1047) tl:e Ne ~l:e:::-1!:-t:-J.ds Gc-.rermY:::-::t has pr?rcse.:3. to t:Ce Eco:r:ol;dc 

Ccr;..;.J.::.ss:':cn f-J:::- j;ur':JpS! i;.Lat it es"L~~'l:llL:<h r, E".UO:p8en Stntistic.:nl Co2:rr:1ittoo to 

er:.t:~c:.c·~ all cclt::..triee -pc.r-ticir.-:.;,t:i:ng in t!:..c wcr;,-;: of t:t.o Econ8mi~ C::;J:,n:!..sdon 

for l:'L:z'\jf8, tJ:-"e Co!l:IDit•..;oo to co:ncG.1·n itself with st:J.ti.sttc3.1 problems c8r.-:mqn 

to :t:'t;.rrypenn countrius Ll.r''l to be in sc::1e C!.efined rola.tio::whip vith the 

Sta.ti st:.c::.l C~,n~.n.~ss:'.on~ 

6 'T'·e -"cc-1o~··'c 1'·· ........ ~.-~-;cn .t:.>.,,.. ·-i'1.tl"')""O :1"' t--, ~~e.J- fr~.,.~ "6 ~~,~·'1 ,_o 711f~y 191'8 • _..,,~. -J ... .!....-.. v'J.lJ...:..~~ .. .:'-'- .1. J..L. .... .~of··};'" ~~ v.i .. d.:J.;v v~.l£.4 .J..:..l;.J ... L t,.;, .u..::., ,• r f' 

Tr.e r.:::r~:(.c;r cf a St:-~t.t:::ticc-,1 Ccr:,~·:.t::(!~-3 for :E1:1A:xpo nrp~nrs on its e~~m'l:::l.P. as well 

ar:; on tl.G ::.:.gondo. of tiw Sto.tist:.cr.~:! .. C-c:trr,.L<~cio:.t. A pCJssi::-ility e:zi;:;ts that 

t:ho T.c·:Jr:onic Cor:;niccion for :Erir:rpe c::..,n 'bct.se lts r::ccrrJBJ.cl<lc.ticns on thet of 

the st,-:;.tistica.l Ccm.mis.sion in orG.er txt the Cm.mcil not receive divergent 

r8CQJ:'1J)C!lGO.tiC'US. 

7. 'l'ho Ste.tistictti CorrJ:)-: csj on io :requested to consider 1rhether it w-ould be 

desirable to rocciJ".m·::m•l tJ tho Eeon.orr.ic c.:1d Socie.l Council the establis:b,uont of 

a Euro:ponn Stntisticc~ Cor.nrd ttee. 

8. It is suegostod thr,t thG Gtc:cistical Cor-.missicn nay wish to ccnsid,-;r, 

!!-rter ~1l:h 1 tto follc-vling w::ttters in connection with a. proposal to ost:::.blish 

a Euro,5~n Stntist~cal Co~ission: 

(a.) Tho needs of the EccnoBic Com."l1iscion for Eurc'Je for the adv~ce 
' -

of a. Eu.rop·30.!l Statistical Cor::m:i, tteo. 

(b) The c:>mposit;icn of such a co:rr .. mi ttee • 

. (c) IJ:ne tsrres of reference of such a con:r:J.ittee. 

(d) The rel~tionntip between tho terms of re~erence of such a 

Conn::li ttee and the te:IT.ls of' r.efer~nca of' the Statistical Commission. 




