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AND ECONOMIQUE 15 hpril 1948
SOCIAL COUNCIL.  ET SOCIAL . ORIGINAL: ‘ENGLISE

STATISTICAL, COMMISSION
REGTONAL CRCANTIZATIVUNSG FCR THYE CO~CRDINATION OF STATISTWICS

(Paper prapared by the fecretariat for cousideration

undor Item 8 of the Provisional Agendn)

1. At 1ts Sccond Session the representative on the Statisticnl Coamission
for the Netherlands drcw the attention of the Commlssion to the work done
toward the integwvabion of stntistics within the framowork of econonic
co~operation among helplum, the Nollhouriards and Luxelbowrg and propesed
informnlly that a commitice of Europenn statisticicns be croated to give
specicl attention to statistlcal matters of particalar interesh to Eurcopean
countries.
2. The Statistical Commission did not act formally upon the proposal but
expresced the view that statidstical co~operation among Belgium, the Netherlands
and Luxenbourg might lead to valuable suggestiorns and sbtinulants for its own
work., The Cormission requested the Secreotariat to prepare a report for iis
Third Sesslon dealing with scme of the details of the Bunelux plan.
3. The following report Is submitted., The Council of the Econcnic Union
(Benelux) in 1946 established a Statistical Committee composed of the heads
of the Stotistical Offices of the three member countries. At the first
meeting in December 1945 the Committee established rules of procedure and
agreed vpon a tentative programme of work. In anticipation of the common
tariff to be adopted by the three couxtries agreement was reached by the
Statishicel Committee upon various definitions referring to external trade
which’were subnitted to the Council of the Economic Union and subsequently to-
the.respective Governments for adoption. The recormendations dealt with
defiviticns of couatries of origin and destination, methods of valuation of
lmportr and exports, the rsccrding of net and gross v.oights, the introductlon
of a statistical copy of customs papers, the nomenclatures of commocdities, the
classification of cowabriss, arraingements for the protection of confidentlal
information ebcut individual f£irms, the statistics of imports and exports by
parcel post, the lmports cnd exports of gas, elaciricity and water, statistics
of warchousc trade, and the monthly publication of trade statistics. In
/eddition,
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aldition, the Statisticel Committice hims investigeted the methods used din the

thr.e countrles for conpilizng fndoacs of prices and wages, and hos considered
tronmport statistics and othor subjects In o ovreliminary way.
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stesisiiclons for the purmcae of discunsing webtiods of comparability ond
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5 Sinco the Sceond Session of the Statistical Cemmizsion (27 Avcust +o
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Septezbor LCLT) the Nesherlands Gorernneont has provcsed to the Bronomic

Coralnsicn for Zurope that it eslehliish o Buropesn Statistlcal Committec to

erbrace all cowtries pazticipatins in the work of the Econcmis Coumiseion

for Turore, the Commlilco to concern liself with statistical problems cormmgn

to Furopean countrics apd to be in scme defined rolatioaship with the

fhwope 1s to meet from £6 Axril to 7 Mey 1948,
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6. The Teenomic Coms
The matter of a Statizilcnl Conmities for Fuyrope anplars on
ag on ths sgenda of the Stotlstleal Lorriccion, A possihility czicts that
the Tconomic Commiscion for Furope con buse 1ts recommendetlcons on thet of
the Statistical Ccmmission in order thot the Council not receive dlvergent
recommendations.
T. Tho Statlstical Cormicsion 1s requested Yo comsider vwhether 1t would be
desirscble to rccommond to the Ecopomic end Social Council the establishuent of
e Eurcpcan Statisticel Committse.
8. It is supgested that the Stetistical COﬁmiSSlun may wish te censilor,
inter ali~, the follcwing walters in comnection with a propesal to establish
g Eurconean Statistical Cormission ,

(2) The needs of the Ecenonidc Commlssion for Eurcpe for the advice

of o Buropson Statistical Cemmittee.

(b) The composition of such a cormittee.

-+ (¢) The terms of refercncc of such a committec.
(d) The relationskip betwesn the torms of reference of such a
Committee and the terms of reference of the Statistical Commission.
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