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Item 7 of the provisional agenda

FOLLONVUP TO THE AGREED CONCLUSI ONS O THE ECOSCC H GH
LEVEL AND GOCRDI NATI ON SEGQVENTS AND TO | TS RESCLUTI ONS

Note by the United Nations Statistics D vision

1. The Agreed concl usi ons of ECOSOC 1998 are set out in the
Report of the Econom c and Social Council for the year 1998
(A 53/3).

2. Wil e there were no agreed concl usions under the H gh-1evel
segnent, there was a Mnisterial Communi que and Summary of the
segnent by the President of the Council. The Communi que rel at ed

to devel opnents since the Wuguay Round, inplications
opportunities and chall enges, in particular for the devel opi ng
countries and the | east devel oped anong them in the context of
globalization and |iberalization. The Summary related to

devel opnents in the world econony, the Asian crisis, and
multilateralismand |iberalization of world trade. The

Comuni que and Summary did not suggest or require specific action
by the Conm ssi on.

3. Under the Coordinati on Segnent, Agreed Concl usions were
publ i shed. The Agreed Conclusions relate to the coordi nat ed
followup to and i npl ementation of the Vienna Decl arati on and
Programme of Action on the pronotion and protection of hunman
rights and fundanental freedons, including gender rel ated
aspects. In the Agreed Conclusions the ECOSQC calls upon its
functional commssions, as well as the regional conm ssions and
ot her organi zations, bodies and specialized agencies, within
their respective nandates, to take full human rights fully into
account in their respective activities (I, para. 4). However, no
further specific action is called for than the Conm ssi on has

al ready taken under agenda item6 Statistical inplications of
recent major United Nations conferences, agenda itens 4 on
denographi c, social and magration statistics, and mai nstream ng

t he gender perspective into all policies and programres in the UN
system fostering an enabling environnent for devel opnent,
financial flows, including capital flows, investnent and trade
and; coordination of United Nations systemactivities for poverty
eradi cation (see E/CN 3/1999/20, paras 20-26). The statenment in
paras. 20-26 were nmade by the Wrking Goup in considering the
ECCSOC Agreed Concl usi ons of 1997.



4. The resolutions of the Economc and Social Council at its
substantive session are set out in document E/ 1998/1 NF/ 3/ Add. 2
and Add.3. Two are of concern to the Comm ssion, nanely

resol ution 1998/ 44 on Integrated and coordi nated inpl ementation
and followup of major United Nations conferences and summts and
1998/ 46 Further neasures for the restructuring an revitalization
of the United Nations in the economc social and related fields.

5. Resol ution 1998/44 in particular (para. 11.5) calls for
ECCS0C to review the outconmes of the functional comm ssions on
the basis of an integrated report by the Secretariat. The
Secretariat will ensure that appropriate outconmes of Statistical
Comm ssi on sessions are included.

6. Resol ution 1998/46 is addressed nainly to the fol |l ow up of
United Nations conferences but al so has general applicability.

7. ECOSOC wel coned t he review of worki ng net hods bei ng
undertaken by the Statistical Comm ssion and other functional
comm ssions and consi dered that each Comm ssion shoul d adopt
practices best suited to its nandate and responsibilities (Annex
I, para.l).

8. EQCOSQC stresses the crucial role of the Bureau of a
functional comm ssion, and makes suggesti on concerning the

el ection and activities of the Bureau and contact with the ECOSCC
Bureau (Annex II, B paras. 14-17).

9. ECOSOC al so stresses participation of high | evel governnent
officials and NG&G>» (Annex I, O.

10. It also gives guidelines about docunentation content,
length, tinmeliness etc. It requests functional comm ssions, at

t he concl usi on of each session to address whether the outputs of
t he session should be brought to the attention of other
functional commssions (Annex I, D).

11. It also provides advice about the type of report and
concl usions that functional comm ssions should reach (Annex 11,

E)

12. The ECCSCC also calls for functional comm ssions to work
within their nmandates, and cooperate with each other (Annex II, F
and G.

13. The ECCSCC al so stresses the inportance of the regiona
comm ssions and calls for linking the activities of the regional
comm ssions nore effectively with the overall activities of the
United Nations in the economc and social areas (Annex 111, A
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para.6). Qeater cooperation between regi onal comm ssions and
functional coomssions is called for (Anmnex I, C para. 16).

14. The above summarizes the UNSD revi ew of the agreed

concl usions and resolutions of ECOSOC in 1998; the efforts of the
Comm ssion are very consistent with the views expressed by the
ECCSQC, as fol |l ows:

The Comm ssion has reviewed its functioning on a nunber of
occasions and introduced i nprovenents; a further reviewis
schedul ed under agenda item 10 of the present session
including review of a proposal by an ad hoc group of nenbers
and the Comm ssion’s own Wrking Goup to neet annually
rather than every second year; the Bureau of the Comm ssion
has al ways played a crucial role particularly through the
functioning of the Wirking G oup on International
Statistical Programmes and Coordi nation of which the Bureau
conprises the core nenbership; the Bureau of the Conm ssion
will neet with the Bureau of ECCOSQOC on Thursday 4 March 1999
totry tofind ways to inprove their interaction; the
governnent representatives on the Comm ssion are nearly
always the Directors-Ceneral of the national statistica
of fices; the Comm ssion has nade its docunents conci se,
issue oriented and they are largely available in al

| anguages at the tinme of the Comm ssion; issues are referred
by the Comm ssion to other functional comm ssions as
appropriate; the Conm ssion adopts a decision-oriented
report of its sessions; it also works within its nmandate and
cooperates with other functional conm ssions as needed; the
regi onal comm ssions participate fully in the work of the
Conmm ssi on.

15. In addition there is a decision of the Council, nanely,
Deci si on 1998/ 290 on basic indicators for the integrated and
coordi nated i nplenmentation and foll owup of the major Wnited
Nat i ons conferences and summts in the econom c social and
related fields. By this decision the Council decided to hold an
informal meeting to consider the work bei ng done on basic
indicators. Preparations for that neeting and rel ated deci sions
of the Comm ssion were discussed earlier under agenda item 6 and
no further action is called for by the Commssion at this tine.

16. Copies of the above referenced mnisterial communique,
sunmmary by the President of ECOSOC, Agreed concl usions,
resol utions and deci sion are avail abl e on request.



