(@)
&/

United Nations

Statistical Commission

Report on the Special Session
(11-15 April 1994)

Economic and Social Council
Official Records, 1994
Supplement No.9

E/1994/29
E/CN.3/1994/18



E/1994/29
E/CN.3/1994/18

Statistical Commission

Report on the Special Session
(11-15 April 1994)

Economic and Social Council
Official Records, 1994
Supplement No.9

=N
\, V
\\s. /4
United Nations - New York, 1994



NOTE

Symbols of United Nations documents are composed of capital letters combined with figures.
Mention of such a symbol indicates a reference to a United Nations document.

ISSN 0251-9976



SUMVARY

During its special session, the Statistical Comnr ssion considered four main
i ssues: inplenentation of the revised Systemof National Accounts (SNA),
strengthening i nternational statistical cooperation, fundamental principles of
of ficial statistics, and technical cooperation in statistics.

The Commi ssion stressed the i nportance of devel oping a plan to carry out the
i mpl enent ati on of the 1993 SNA, which it had adopted at its twenty-seventh
session, in 1993. The Commi ssion specified steps to be taken by the Statistical
Di vi sion of the United Nations Secretariat and the other nenmbers of the
Intersecretariat Worki ng G oup on National Accounts (World Bank, |nternational
Monet ary Fund, Organi sation for Econoni c Cooperation and Devel oprent,
Statistical Ofice of the European Conmunities and the regi onal com ssions), to
stress the i nportance of the issue, inprove conmuni cati on anong the parties
i nvol ved, inprove managenment of the inplementation process, including
preparation of a consolidated work progranme, and invol ve the regi onal
conmi ssions in appropriate ways.

The Commi ssion expressed its appreciation for the progress that had been
made on t he recomrendati ons and decisions it had nade at its twenty-seventh
sessi on on strengthening international statistical cooperation and devel opnent.
It wel comed the strong cooperation that was evi dent anong the i nternational
organi zations, and endorsed the i nproved net hods of operation that had been
i ntroduced and the working rel ationship that had been devel oped by t he WrKking
G oup on International Statistical Programes and Coordi nation and the
Subconmittee on Statistical Activities of the Administrative Conmittee on
Coordi nation. The Commi ssion provi ded gui dance on how t hese shoul d be i nproved
upon. The Conmi ssion stressed the central role of the Statistical Division of
the United Nations Secretariat in pronoting the coordination of international
work. It reaffirmed the i nportant role the regi onal conm ssions nmust play as
wel |, and it considered that the mandate of the statistical work undertaken in
t he regi onal comi ssions shoul d be specified in operational ternms to enable them
tofulfil that role. The work of the inter-agency task forces that had been
established in eight specific subject-matter areas (national accounts,

i ndustrial and construction statistics, international trade statistics, finance
statistics, price statistics, including the International Conparison Programre
(ICP), environment statistics, international trade in services and the

measur ement of poverty) was revi ewed, and the Conmi ssi on gave specific gui dance
on their future work and priorities. The Conm ssion requested that the task
forces keep national statistical offices informed of devel opments. The

Commi ssion al so wel coned the work of the international organizations in

devel opi ng and updating the Inventory of Statistical Data Collection Activities
and its use to coordi nate data coll ection and reduce reporting burdens on
countri es.

The Commi ssi on adopted the fundamental principles of official statistics,
whi ch had been previ ously adopted by the Conference of European Statisticians
and endorsed i n the regi ons covered by the Econoni ¢ and Soci al Conmi ssion for
Asi a and the Pacific and the Economi ¢ Conmi ssion for Africa, incorporating a




their work according to strictly professional considerations, including
scientific principles and professional ethics. Further, the principles also
state that statistical information shoul d be presented according to scientific
standards, individual data nust be strictly confidential and | aws under which
statistical systens operate are to be made public. In addition, they state that
coordi nati on between statistical agencies within countries was essential, the
use of international concepts pronoted consistency and efficiency of
statistical systens at all official levels, and bilateral and nultilatera
cooperation contributed to i nprovenent of systens of official statistics in al
countri es.

The Commi ssi on expressed concern about the decline in funds avail able for
techni cal cooperation in statistics throughout the United Nations system as
that had seriously affected the statistical work being undertaken i n devel opi ng
countries, especially inthe African region. It requested the United Nations
Devel opment Programme, the United Nations Popul ati on Fund and the United Nations
adm ni strative authorities responsible for inplenmenting the new agency support
cost arrangenents to ensure that the full est possible consideration be givento
conti nui ng needed support services in statistics. The Comr ssion al so requested
the Statistical Division of the United Nations Secretariat to anal yse the crisis
i n fundi ng of technical cooperation and devel op i nnovative suggestions, a
description of the major requirements of the devel opi ng countries and an
assessnment of their priorities.
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Chapter |

MATTERS CALLI NG FOR ACTI ON BY THE ECONOM C AND SOCI AL COUNCI L
OR BROUGHT TO I TS ATTENTI ON

A. Draft decision

1. The Statistical Conmm ssion reconmends to the Econom ¢ and Soci al Council the
adoption of the follow ng draft deci sion:

DRAFT DECI SI ON

Report of the Statistical Commi ssion onits special session and
provi si onal agenda and docunentation for the twenty-eighth
session of the Statistical Conm ssion

The Economi ¢ and Soci al Counci | :

(a) Takes note of the report of the Statistical Comission onits special
sessi on;

(b) Revises the provisional agenda and docunentation for the twenty-eighth
session of the Commi ssion, which was approved by the Council in its decision
1993/ 222 of 28 June 1993, to read as fol |l ows:

Provi si onal agenda and docunentation for the twenty-eighth
session of the Statistical Conm ssion

1. El ection of officers.
2. Adoption of the agenda and ot her organi zati onal matters.

Docunent ati on

Not e by the Secretariat on the organi zati on of the work of the session

Note by the Secretariat on the state of preparation of documentation for
t he session

3. Strengt heni ng i nternational statistical cooperation.

Docunent ati on

Report of the Working Group on International Statistical Programes and
Coordi nation on its seventeenth session

Progress reports of the Task Forces:

Nati onal Accounts (convener: |Intersecretariat Wrking G oup on
Nat i onal Accounts)

I ndustrial and Construction Statistics (convener: O ganisation
for Economi ¢ Cooperation and Devel opnent)
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International Trade Statistics (convener: GCeneral Agreenent on
Tariffs and Trade)

Fi nance Statistics (convener: |International Mnetary Fund)

Price Statistics, including the International Conparison Progranme
(convener: Statistical Ofice of the European Comruniti es)

Envi ronnent Statistics (convener: Statistical Division of the
Uni ted Nations Secretariat)

Services Statistics (convener: Organisation for Econom c
Cooper ation and Devel opnent)

Measur enent of Poverty (convener: Wrld Bank)

Report of the ACC Subconmittee on Statistical Activities onits
twenty-ei ghth session

Report of the ACC Subconmmittee on Statistical Activities on plans
i n met hodol ogi cal devel opnent

Report of the Secretary-General on the coordination of statistical
data col | ection fromcountries

Nat i onal accounts.

Docunent ati on

Report of the Task Force on National Accounts (convener:
Intersecretariat Worki ng Goup on National Accounts)

For i nformation

Reports of one or nore nenbers of the Task Force
Servi ce statistics.

Docunent ati on

Progress report of the Secretary-CGeneral on service statistics

Report of the Task Force on Service Statistics (convener: Organisation
for Economi ¢ Cooperation and Devel opnent)

Report of the Secretary-General on the devel opnent of classifications
and i npl ement ati on of the International Standard | ndustri al
Classification of all Economic Activities, Revision 3 (I1SIC, Rev.3)
(services part)

Report of the Voorburg Group on a substantive topic



10.

11.

12.

I ndustrial statistics.

Docunent ati on

Report of the Task Force on Industrial and Construction Statistics
(convener: Organisation for Econom ¢ Cooperation and Devel opnent)

Report of the Secretary-General on the devel opnent of classifications
and i npl ementation of ISIC, Rev.3 (industrial statistics part)

Price statistics.

Docunent ati on

Report of the Task Force on Price Statistics including the International
Conpari son Programme (1 CP) (convener: Statistical Ofice of the

Eur opean Communi ti es)

International trade statistics.

Docunent ati on

Progress report of the Task Force on International Trade Statistics
(convener: General Agreenments on Tariffs and Trade)

Fi nance statistics.

Docunent ati on

Progress report of the Task Force on Finance Statistics (convener:
I nternati onal Monetary Fund)

I nt ernati onal econonic cl assifications.

Report of the Secretary-General on conputerized correspondence tabl es
and functional classifications of expenditure

Report of the Secretary-General on the draft revised Cl assification of
t he Functions of Government (COFOG)

Report of the Secretary-General on the draft revised Cl assification of
I ndi vi dual Consunption (CO COP)

Moni t ori ng adherence to adopted United Nations classifications.

Docunent ati on

Report of the Secretary-General on the present situation and nmonitoring
regardi ng t he adoption of classifications in countries and their

rel ati onship to adopted United Nations cl assifications (and advant ages
and di sadvant ages of nore flexi bl e standards, classifications and ot her
el ements), concentrating in the first instance on classifications for
econoni c activities and conmodities

Denogr aphi ¢ and soci al statistics.
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13.

14.

15.

16.

Docunent ati on

Report of the Secretary-General on denographic, social and migration
statistics

Report of the Secretary-General on the 1990 and 2000 Wor |l d Popul ati on
and Housi ng Census Progranmes

Measuri ng and nonitoring econom ¢ and soci al devel opment.

Docunent ati on

Report of the Task Force on t he Measurenent of Poverty (convener: World
Bank)

Report of the Econonic Conmi ssion for Latin Arerica and the Cari bbean on
its work on the devel opnent of poverty profiles

Report of the United Nations Devel opnment Progranmmre on the nmeasurenment of
human devel opnent

Report of the Secretary-General on the programme to nmonitor the
achi evenent of social goals

Report on measuring and nonitoring econonm ¢ and soci al devel opment and
aspects of the statistical inplications of the International Devel opnent
Strategy for the Fourth United Nations Devel opnent Decade

Envi ronnent stati stics.

Docunent ati on

Report of the Task Force on Environment Statistics (convener:
Statistical Division of the United Nati ons Secretariat)

For i nformation

Reports of one or nore nenbers of the Task Force
Techni cal cooperation in statistics.

Docunent ati on

Report of the Secretary-General on technical cooperation in statistics,
i ncl udi ng an assessnent of agency support cost arrangenents and the
crisis in funding technical cooperationin statistics

Report of Statistics Canada on statistical education and training

Technol ogi cal devel opment and dat abases.

Docunent ati on

Report of the Secretary-General on the devel opnent of el ectronic nmethods
for the conpilation and di ssenination of international statistics and



st andards, including neta-data standards for international data
exchange

17. Coordination and integration of international statistical programres.

Docunent ati on

Oral proposal s by the Chairman of the Commi ssion concerni ng menbership
of the Working Group on International Statistical Programes and
Coordi nati on

18. Commenoration of the fiftieth anniversary of international statistical
work in the United Nations system

Docunent ati on

See report of the Working Group on its seventeenth session
19. Programe questions and rel ated matters.

Docunent ati on

Report of the Secretary-General containing updated i nformation on the
wor k of the Statistical Division of the United Nations Secretari at

Report of the Secretary-General on the overall reviewof the statistical
wor k of international organizations in statistics

Report of the Secretary-General on plans of international organizations
instatistics

Draft programme of work of the Statistical Division of the United
Nati ons Secretariat for the biennium1996-1997, revi sed medi umtermpl an
for the period 1992-1997, first proposals for the mediumtermplan for
t he period 1998-2003, and i nformati on on programe performance during
t he period 1992- 1994
20. Provisional agenda for the twenty-ninth session of the Conmi ssion.

21. Report of the Conm ssion onits twenty-eighth session.

B. Matters brought to the attenti on of the Council

2. The attention of the Council is drawn to the decision of the Conmi ssion that,
gi ven the speci al session of the Conmi ssion and the enhanced activities of its
Wor ki ng Group, the twenty-ei ghth session of the Conm ssion should be convened for
a period of five working days on atrial basis, and that this decision should be
revi ewed at that session (see para. 71 bel ow).

3. The attention of the Council is also drawn to the deci si ons and ot her
recomendat i ons of the Commi ssion (see paras. 7-10, 13, 16, 20, 24, 29, 33, 38, 41,
51, 57, 59, 63, 67, 69 and 71-73).



Chapter 11

STRENGTHENI NG | NTERNATI ONAL STATI STI CAL COOPERATI ON

4. The Commi ssion considered item3 of its agenda at its 466th to 470th and 472nd
nmeetings, on 10 to 12 and 14 April 1994. It had before it the foll owi ng docunents:

(a) Report of the Working Group on International Statistical Programres and
Coordi nation on its sixteenth session (E/ CN. 3/1994/2);

(b) Report of the Secretary-General on progress in the nost critical areas
addressed by the Statistical Conmission at its twenty-seventh session
(E/ CN. 3/ 1994/ 3);

(c) Note by the Secretary-General transmtting the report of the
Subconmittee on Statistical Activities of the Administrative Conmittee on
Coordi nation (ACC) onits twenty-seventh session (E/ CN. 3/1994/4);

(d) Note by the Secretary-General transnmitting the report of the
I nter-Agency Task Force on National Accounts (E/ CN. 3/1994/5);

(e) Note by the Secretary-General transmtting the report of the
I nt er- Agency Task Force on I ndustrial and Construction Statistics (E/ CN. 3/1994/6);

(f) Note by the Secretary-General transnmitting the report of the
I nt er-Agency Task Force on International Trade Statistics (E/ CN. 3/1994/7);

(g) Note by the Secretary-General transnmtting the report of the
I nt er- Agency Task Force on Finance Statistics (E/ CN. 3/1994/8);

(h) Note by the Secretary-Ceneral transmitting the report of the
I nt er- Agency Task Force on Price Statistics, including the International
Conpari son Progranmme (1 CP) (E/ CN.3/1994/9);

(i) Note by the Secretary-Ceneral transmitting the report of the
I nt er- Agency Task Force on Environnent Statistics (E/ CN. 3/1994/10);

(j) Note by the Secretary-General transnitting the report of the Chairnman of
the Subcomittee on Statistical Activities of the Administrative Comrittee on
Coordi nation (ACC) (E/CN. 3/1994/11);

(k) Note by the Secretary-Ceneral transmitting the report of the
I nter-Agency Task Force on the Measurenent of Poverty (E/ CN. 3/1994/12);

(1) Report of the Secretary-General on coordination of statistical data
collection fromcountries (E/ CN. 3/1994/13);

(m Report of the Secretary-General on strengthening international
statistical cooperation; inplenmentation of the 1993 Systemof National Accounts
(1993 SNA) and programme questions: progranme performance and i npl emrentati on
(E/ CN. 3/ 1994/ 16) .

5. The Commi ssion expressed its appreciation for the progress that had been made
on the recommendati ons and decisions that it had made at its twenty-seventh
session. It welconed the strong cooperation that was evi dent anong t he
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i nternational organi zations, and endorsed the i nproved net hods of operation that
had been i ntroduced and the worki ng rel ationshi p that had been devel oped by t he
Wor ki ng Group on International Statistical Programres and Coordi nati on and t he
Subcommittee on Statistical Activities of the Adm nistrative Committee on

Coordi nati on (ACC), and which shoul d be i nproved upon.

6. The Commi ssion stressed the central role of the Statistical Division of the
United Nations Secretariat in pronoting the coordination of international work.
It reaffirned the inportant rol e the regi onal comr ssions nmust play as well, and

consi dered that the mandate of the statistical work undertaken in the regional
commi ssi ons shoul d be specified in operational terns to enable themto fulfil that
role. The Conmi ssion adopted the follow ng text:

Fol | owi ng reconmendati on 10 nade at its twenty-seventh session, the

Commi ssi on consi dered that the present nandate and resources of the regi onal
conmmi ssions, in respect of their statistical activities, should be reinforced
and better specifiedinthe field of international and interregi onal
cooperation, to enable themto play a nore effective role in strengthening
the international statistical system

The Commi ssi on suggested that the regi onal conmm ssions, in acting as the
focus of regional statistical devel opment, should, in addition to reinforcing
their ongoing activities, undertake the foll ow ng tasks:

(a) To work together with their nenber countries in order to establish
and nonitor the stage of devel opnent of the national statistical services,
especially inrelation to the adoption of international classifications and
met hodol ogi es and the provision of the correspondi ng i nformati on;

(b) To obtain information fromnenber countries onthe linitations of
resources and capacities that the national statistical services experience
and the fi el ds where technical cooperation is needed,;

(c) To offer the nmeeting of national statistical services of the region
as the appropriate forumwhere menber States will exchange their experiences
on statistical activities and areas of cooperation, where all agencies
working in different fields will discuss their technical assistance
programmes, and where the devel opnent and i npl ementati on of worl d-w de
statistical standards and met hods, the devel opment of training strategies and
the fornul ati on and i npl ementation of technical assistance programmes will be
di scussed.

The Commi ssi on acknow edged that, in order to play the enhanced rol e
out | i ned above, the regi onal conm ssions need comensurate resources. The
Conmi ssion, therefore, re-enphasized the need for greater regional
i nvol verent in the coordination and strengtheni ng of international
statistics and urged the allocation of resources by the appropriate bodies to
enabl e t he regi onal comnri ssions to performtheir vital tasks in those areas.

Action taken by the Conm ssion
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7. The Commi ssi on request ed:

(a) The Secretariat to study national and regi onal experiences, with a view
to adapting practices that mi ght be useful in pronoting coordination and
devel opnent at the international |evel;

(b) Countries and international organi zations to i nprove the network of
communi cati ons anong t hensel ves, particularly through el ectronic nethods, to
further pronote coordination.

8. As a matter of principle, the Comrission reiterated the inportance of
m ni m zing duplication or overlap in data collection fromcountries and of
maxi m zi ng dat a-shari ng anong i nternati onal organi zations. |t al so enphasized the

i mportance of coordinationinrelated international statistical standards and
gui del i nes, taking due account of differences in national circumstances,
particularly in the context of the 1993 SNA

9. After a wi de-rangi ng di scussion on the general work of the task forces, the
Conmi ssi on:

(a) Decided that the task forces should concentrate initially on the
coordi nation of statistical activities across the international agencies;

(b) Suggested that its Worki ng Group should continue to play an active
"bureau" role in nonitoring and assisting with the work of the task forces;

(c) Encouraged all the task forces to exam ne closely the work of the
rel evant agenci es on data col |l ection, processing and di sseni nation, the
devel opnent and i npl enent ati on of standards, concepts and net hods, the devel opnent
of directories, inventories and other tasks, and technical cooperation;

(d) Urged the task forces to facilitate the participation of the regional
conmi ssions as far as possi bl e;

(e) Requested the Secretariat to conpile a single statenent of the agreed
terms of reference of the task forces;

(f) Requested the task forces to keep national statistical offices inforned
of devel opnents.

10. It was on this basis that the Comi ssion then reviewed the reports of the
separ ate task forces.

A. Inter-Agency Task Force on International Trade Statistics

11. The representative of the General Agreenent on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), as

t he convener of the Task Force, introduced the report of the Task Force
(E/CN.3/1994/7). He al so provided updated i nformation arising fromthe neeting of
t he Task Force, which took place from15 to 17 February 1994.

12. The Commi ssi on wel coned the significant achi evenents acconplished by the Task
Force, the efficient division of | abour that existed anong t he nmenbers, the clear
focus on the mandate, and t he task-oriented approach, with clear tinme-franmes for
conpl etion of the various tasks.



Action taken by the Conm ssion

13. The Commi ssi on endorsed the future work progranmme of the Task Force, and in
particul ar:

(a) Enphasized the need to assist countries, including countries with
econom es in transition, toinprove their international trade data, particularly
by trai ni ng workshops in those countries;

(b) Encouraged countries to conpile and di ssem nate their international
trade statistics according to accepted i nternational concepts and definitions;

(c) Requested the Task Force to provi de nore extensive descriptions of its

outputs in future reports so that countries woul d know better what was available in
that field.

B. Inter-Agency Task Force on Finance Statistics

14. The representative of the International Mnetary Fund (I MF), as the convener
of the Task Force, introduced the report of the Task Force (E/ CN.3/1994/8).

15. The Conmmi ssion noted with appreciation the work that the Task Force had so
far conpl eted, surveying activities of international organizations in conpilation
and publication of financial statistics (broadly defined as noney and banki ng,
government finance, and bal ance- of - paynents statistics) and reviewing the results
of that survey with a nunber of the national authorities concerned.

Action taken by the Conm ssion

16. The Comm ssi on:

(a) Requested the Task Force to give the highest priority to the further
assessnment of data-reporting arrangenents, and to report to the Commi ssion at its
twenty-ei ghth session on the specific i nprovenments undertaken and proposed;

(b) Requested the Task Force to propose to the Commission at its
twenty-ei ghth session other specific tasks it plans to undertake in the next two-
year period.

C. |Inter-Agency Task Force on Price Statistics, including
the I nternational Conparison Programme (I CP)

17. The representative of the Statistical Ofice of the European Conmmunities
(EURCSTAT), as the convener of the Task Force, introduced the report of the Task
Force (E/ CN. 3/1994/9).

18. The di scussion concentrated on the Task Force's nandate. Mst nenbers of the
Conmi ssi on expressed the viewthat inmproving coordi nati on of worl d-w de consuner
price index (CPl) work, especially in the context of the intercountry conparison
of rates of inflation, should be the main priority for the Task Force. The Task
Force was expected to address the i ssue by deternining current practices, by

consi deri ng whet her exi sting standards were sufficient and by identifying any
probl ems that m ght exist.
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19. There was consi derabl e di scussi on about the use bei ng nade of the output of
the I nternational Conparison Programme (ICP). It was accepted that the I CP

nmet hodol ogy was still evolving and needed refinenent; significant coments were
made, however, about the fact that results were being used even while they were of
an experinental nature. It was agreed that there was a need for an objective
apprai sal and eval uation of | CP, but that that work woul d be of |ower priority for
t he Task Force and woul d be undertaken after the CPI conponent had been dealt with.

Action taken by the Conm ssion

20. The Conmmi ssi on:

(a) Decided that coordination of work on consuner price indices was the
first priority of the Task Force;

(b) Agreed that the objective apprai sal and eval uati on of I CP should remain
on the Task Force's work programe but that it would foll owthe work on consumer
price indices;

(c¢) Requested the Task Force to clarify its work plan and formul ate specific
actions that were to be achi eved before the twenty-ei ghth session of the
Statistical Conmi ssion.

D. Inter-Agency Task Force on Industrial and Construction
Statistics

21. The representative of the Organisation for Econoni ¢ Cooperation and

Devel opnment (OECD), as the convener of the Task Force, introduced the report of the
Task Force (E/CN. 3/1994/6). A background paper on the Task Force's survey on
adherence to the International Standard Industrial Cassification (I1SIC) was nade
avai l abl e to the Commi ssion, and a nenber of the Task Force provided an anal ysi s of
the results of the survey.

22. The Commi ssi on commended t he Task Force on the efforts made in reduci ng
duplication anpng i nternational organizations and the reporting burden on
countries inthe field of industrial statistics. It also welcomed the work done by
t he Task Force in nmonitoring the degree of inplenmentation of I SIC, Revision 3.
However, concern was expressed about a nunber of barriers, such as the | ack of

codi ng manual s and commodity |istings, encountered by devel opi ng countries in

i mpl enenting I SIC, Revision 3. As aresult, the Conm ssion stressed the need for

i ncreased col | aborati on between i nternational organizations, devel oped countries
and devel opi ng countries in adopting t he change-over.

23. Several countries and agenci es expressed concern about narrow ng t he current
phase of work of the Task Force to exclude construction statistics. However, it
was accepted that the nmandate coul d not cover the work at the present tinme as the
resources of the Task Force were fully used. Neverthel ess the Task Force was asked
how i ts programme ni ght be expanded.

Action taken by the Conm ssion

24. The Conmm ssi on:
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(a) Endorsed the second phase of the inquiry on country practices;

(b) Requested the Task Force to prepare proposal s on expanding its work
programme to cover all statistics on the production of goods, except agricultura
goods;

(c) Called on the international organizations concerned to give high
priority to general docunentation, including supporting concordances, product
listings and codi ng manual s, that woul d assi st devel opi ng countries in addressing
t he various conceptual and practical issues faced in inplenenting |ISIC,

Revi si on 3;

(d) Requested the Task Force to prepare a progress report onits work for the
Commi ssion at its twenty-ei ghth session

E. Inter-Agency Task Force on Environnent Statistics

25. The representative of the Statistical Division of the United Nations
Secretariat, as the convener of the Task Force, introduced the report of the Task
Force (E/ CN. 3/ 1994/ 10).

26. The Commi ssion expressed its appreciation for the work of the Task Force -
whi ch had been achi eved even though it had not been possible to organize a full
nmeeting - including the work done on the planned Directory of Environnmental Data.
The Commi ssion urged the Task Force nmenbers to make every effort to find the
necessary resources for a future neeting.

27. The Commi ssion stressed the i nportance of technical cooperationin
environnental statistics and accounting, including the identification of avail able
training facilities.

28. The Commi ssion was of the opinion that the work of the Intersecretari at

Wor ki ng Group on National Accounts concerning satellite accounts shoul d be given
consi deration by the Task Force.

Action taken by the Conm ssion

29. The Conmm ssi on

(a) Requested the Task Force, in order to aid the coordi nation task across
agencies, to conpile a description of the different progranmes and activities
carried out in the areas of environnental statistics, indicators and accounti ng,
showi ng t he agenci es invol ved, tine-frames, progress, plans and resource
constraints;

(b) Recommended that the Task Force draw up an action-oriented work
progranmme based on specific coordination requirenents;

(c) Requested the Task Force to report its conclusions and recommendati ons

to the Wrking Group on International Statistical Progranmes and Coordi nati on and
t he Commi ssion at their forthcom ng sessions.

F. Proposal for an inter-agency task force on
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services statistics

30. The Chairman of the ACC Subconmittee on Statistical Activities introduced
the report on the proposal for an inter-agency task force on services statistics
(E/ CN. 3/ 1994/ 11).

31. The Conmmission noted that its Wrking Goup on International Statistical

Pr ogrammes and Coor di nation had confirmed the establi shment of a task force on
services statistics, focusing on international trade in services in the first

i nstance. The Commi ssion expressed its appreciation to OECD for agreeing to be the
convener of the task force.

32. Several devel oping countries asked for a group to be set up to exam ne and
consi der services industry statistics in viewof the emerging nature of that
sector in their econom es, and the significant probl ems of nmeasurenent and
accounting associated with the i nformal and househol d sectors specific to those
econom es. Sone del egations, however, referred to the exi stence of the Voorburg
Group on Service Statistics and the OECD Group of Experts on Services Statistics,
bot h of whi ch were involved in conceptual and practical matters related to the
nmeasur ement of services, and suggested that care be taken to avoid duplication of
efforts.

Action taken by the Conm ssion

33. The Conmmi ssi on:

(a) Agreed that a task force should be set up, convened by OECD, focusing on
international trade in services;

(b) Requested the Statistical Division of the United Nations Secretariat to
i nvestigate the best way i n which the requirements of the devel opi ng countries
could be met, and to report to the ACC Subcommittee on Statistical Activities and
the Worki ng Group on International Statistical Progranmes and Coordination at
their forthcom ng sessions. |t agreed that, if necessary, a separate group on
services in the donmestic econony coul d be established.

G Inter-Agency Task Force on the Measurenent of Poverty

34. The representative of the World Bank, as convener of the Task Force,
i ntroduced the report of the Task Force (E/ CN. 3/1994/12).

35. The Commi ssion di scussed a wi de range of i ssues concerning the proposed work
of the Task Force. It noted the conplexity of the work and t he absence of

i nternational standards in the area of poverty statistics, but agreed that
statistics on poverty were of considerabl e inportance, at both the national and
the international levels, in analysis, policy formulation and desi gn of

progr amres.

36. The Commi ssion noted the need for better coordination of efforts for the
col l ection and publication of statistics on poverty. The Comm ssi on consi dered
various alternatives with a viewto focusing the work of the Task Force on
practical objectives on which progress could be made within one to two years.
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37. The Conmi ssion wel coned t he proposed participation inthe work of the Task
Force of all agencies involved with poverty issues, including the United Nations
Centre for Human Settlenents (Habitat) and t he Organi sation for Econom c

Cooper ation and Devel opnent.

Action taken by the Conm ssion

38. The Commi ssion requested the Task Force:

(a) To undertake a review of current practices in the neasurenent of
poverty, with a viewto determ ning the principal approaches, concepts, sources of
dat a and use of poverty indicators, and the degree of data conparability;

(b) Toidentify international agencies engaged i n work on the devel opnent of
poverty data and consi der howtheir conpilation practices, anal ytical
met hodol ogi es and di ssem nati on ni ght be better coordi nated;

(c) To develop a plan, if feasible, to nmake further progress in setting
i nternational standards;

(d) Toreport its findings and reconmendations to the Worki ng Group on
International Statistical Programmes and Coordination and the Comm ssion at their
forthcom ng sessions, along with proposals for a further programre of work to
assi st countries in the nmeasurenent of poverty.

H. Coordination of statistical data collection fromcountries

39. The Commi ssion noted with satisfaction the efforts of the Statistical

Di vi sion of the United Nations Secretariat to reduce the reporting burdens on
countries of data collection, through devel opi ng and updati ng the I nventory of
Statistical Data Collection Activities. Further, the Comi ssion recogni zed the
need for continued i nprovenent of the Inventory, including the desirability of
measuring the reduction of the reporting burden based on the tinme required for
conpl etion of the data requests by countries.

40. The Conmi ssion again stressed the i nportance of an interchange of statistical
dat a t hrough machi ne-readabl e el ectroni ¢ means.

Action taken by the Conm ssion

41. The Conmi ssi on request ed:

(a) The Statistical Division of the United Nations Secretariat to update and
i mprove, on a regul ar basis, the Inventory of Statistical Data Collection
Activities, which was considered to be a permanent coordination tool;

(b) The Statistical Division, in cooperation with the ACC Subcomittee on
Statistical Activities, to prepare an updated version of the Inventory, to be
submitted to the Worki ng Group on International Statistical Programres and
Coordination at its 1995 session, after review by the ACC Subcommittee.
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Chapter 111

| MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE 1993 SYSTEM OF NATI ONAL ACCOUNTS (1993 SNA)

42. The Conmi ssion considered item4 of its agenda at its 471st neeting, on
13 April 1994. 1t had before it the foll ow ng docurments:

(a) Report of the Working Group on International Statistical Programres and
Coordi nation on its sixteenth session (E/ CN. 3/1994/2);

(b) Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report of the
I nter-Agency Task Force on National Accounts (E/ CN. 3/1994/5);

(c) Report of the Secretary-General on strengthening international
statistical cooperation; inplenmentation of the 1993 Systemof National Accounts
(1993 SNA); and programme questions: progranme performance and i npl emrent ati on
(E/ CN. 3/ 1994/ 16) .

43. The Conmi ssion expressed its thanks for the report subnmitted by the
Intersecretariat Worki ng Group on National Accounts (I SWENA) and for the excellent
wor k done in conpl eting and publishing the English version of the 1993 SNA. The
Conmi ssi on al so thanked all the authors of the 1993 SNA and, in particular, M.
Peter Hill, one of the principal authors, M. André Vanoli, another main
contributor to the 1993 SNA text and di scussi on, and Ms. Carol Carson, for her
managenment and coordi nation support to | SAGNA during the last critical stage.

SNA guestionnaire

44. Al menbers of the Conm ssion wel coned t he proposal of designing and

i mpl enenting one single coordinated i nternational SNA questionnaire for collecting
data on the revi sed basis. The revised questionnaire would be di scussed at the
forthcom ng neeting of | SWGNA and al so at t he Economi ¢ Conmmi ssi on for Europe
(ECE) / OECD Meeting of National Accounts Experts to be held at Geneva from27 to 29
April 1994. The Statistical Division of the United Nations Secretariat should
ensure that the proposed new questionnaire was al so properly revi ewed and

di scussed by all regional conm ssions of the devel opi ng regions, taking into
account in particular the feasibility of devel oping and transition countries to
supply the data request ed.

Research agenda

45. Regardi ng the research agenda proposed in the report to the Comi ssion
(E/CN. 3/1994/5), there was agreenent that further work should continue in that
area, but careful consideration should be given not to take resources away from
i mpl enentation in order to do research. Gven the limted resources avail abl e,
priority shoul d al ways be given to i npl enentation, but a distinction should be
made between research necessary for the i nplenmentati on of the 1993 SNA (i.e.,
practical guidelines for the explicit allocation of financial intermediation
services indirectly measured (FISIM, distinction between fornmal/infornmal
activities, primary sector accounts, househol d sector accounts, environnmental
accounts, classifications and others) and research for a future revision of the
SNA.
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Techni cal cooperation, training and resources

46. All aspects related to technical cooperation and training onthe 1993 SNA
were very prom nent in the discussion, including the limted resources avail able
so far. It was noted that there shoul d be a bal anced i npl enentati on of techni cal
cooperation and traini ng programres between transition and devel opi ng countri es.
Bilateral and nultilateral assistance should be well coordi nated to nmake the best
use of avail able resources. In addition, regional conm ssions should play a key
role inthe inplenmentation of the SNAin their respective regions. The Comi ssion
noted that the Statistical Division of the United Nations Secretariat was
preparing training material s.

Basic statistics and reorientation of statistical systens

47. Several nenbers of the Conmi ssion enphasi zed the urgent need of further
devel opi ng and reorienting basic statistics programmes in nost countries of the
world if they were expected to i nplenent the 1993 SNA. In that respect, the
Conmi ssi on was requested to comunicate to countries the i nportance of the

i mpl enentati on of the 1993 SNA not only for international reporting but also for
their own specific policy and anal ytical needs. The Conmi ssion noted that

i mpl enent ati on woul d take tine and woul d di ffer anong countries.

SNA newsl etter

48. The Conmi ssi on wel coned the proposal of creating an SNA newsl etter to keep
all countries inforned of new devel opnents, experience gained in the course of
i mpl enent ati on, sem nars and wor kshops and ot her matters.

SNA publication in other | anguages and el ectroni c versions

49. The Conmi ssi on requested that ot her | anguage versions of the 1993 SNA be
publ i shed as soon as possible. It also stressed the useful ness of disseninating a
CD- ROM and/ or di skette version of the 1993 SNA.

Functi oni ng of | SWGNA and accountability

50. Several nenbers expressed strong concern about the future all ocation of
responsibilities in the inplementation process and the consequent | ack of nornal
accountability processes. O her nenbers noted that a clear division of work under
the direction of | SWGNA was consi dered to be nore appropriate and feasible.

Action taken by the Conm ssion

51. The Commi ssion requested that:

Comuni cati on

(a) Inorder to stress the i nportance of the i ssue, the United Nations
Secretariat should formally convey Econoni ¢ and Soci al Council resolution 1993/5
of 12 July 1993 concerning the revised SNAto all statistical offices world wi de;

(b) As a neans of inproving conmunication with all statistical offices about
all aspects of the inplementation of the revised SNA, the Statistical Division
mai nt ai ns an up-to-date directory, and appropri ate neta-data, of all papers and
docunent s associated with the process, which could be accessed el ectronically and
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whi ch coul d be provided in hard copy to the regi onal conm ssions on a quarterly
basis; all international agencies involved in the inplenmentation exercise be asked
to cooperate fully with the Statistical Divisionin that endeavour, and the

regi onal comi ssions be asked to ensure that countries are kept fully inforned, as
appropri ate;

Managenent

(c) Because of the concern expressed about the future allocation of
responsibilities in the inplementation process, the Director of the Statistica
Di vi sion be asked to identify the person/group responsi ble for the day-to-day
managenment of the inpl enentati on process so that nornmal accountability processes
coul d be put in place;

(d) The person/group responsi bl e for the managenent of the inpl enentation
process be asked to have a consol i dated work progranme drawn up, in outline at
least inthe first instance, which enconpassed the work of the Statistical
Di vi sion, the international agencies and the regi onal conmm ssions for the next 12
or 24 nonths; thought shoul d be given to devel opi ng qui ckly nil est ones agai nst
whi ch progress coul d be judged and, in the nediumterm an anal ytical report that
mat ched dermand for and supply of technical assistance and training over, say, the
next two years so that probl enms/gaps could be identified,

Reqgi onal conm ssi ons

(e) The regional comi ssions be asked to draw up a consol i dat ed st atenment of
t he conditions that need to be met for the successful inmplenentation of the revised
SNA, in outline at least inthe first instance, taking into account their best
estimtes of the requirenents of the countries of their regions for training,
techni cal assi stance and the need to devel op, or inprove, the quality of basic
statistical services; the regional conm ssions be asked to cooperate fully with
t he devel opnent of a consolidated work progranme for inplenmentation;

O her

(f) | SWENA consi der how all the know edge and i nplications arising fromthe
research work undertaken in the international agencies and in the countries could
be consol i dat ed, nade avail abl e as required, and brought to bear to i nprove the
i mpl enent ati on process and to assist in further devel opnents of the SNA,

(g) | SWENA be asked to draw up a set of illustrative strategy papers setting
out how di fferent groups of countries night go about inplenenting the revised SNA,
taking into account, in general terns, the differing requirements of countries by
regi on, and by their devel opnent status, drawi ng on various studies that m ght be
carried out by countries;

(h) Avreport on the progress nade in inplenenting these deci sions be

provided to the forthcom ng neetings of the Wirking G oup on | nternational
Statistical Programmes and Coordi nati on and t he Comi ssi on
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Chapter 1V

TECHNI CAL COOPERATI ON | N STATI STI CS

52. The Conmmi ssion considered item5 of its agenda at its 472nd neeting, on
14 April 1994. 1t had before it the report of the Secretary-General on technical
cooperation in statistics (E/ CN. 3/1994/14).

53. The Conmi ssi on wel coned the report as an overvi ew of operational issues that
appear repeatedly in the provision and utilization of the United Nations techni cal
cooperation progranme in statistics and as a revi ew of the progress and
consequences of the new agency support cost arrangenents affecting the activities
of the Statistical Division of the United Nations Secretariat and the regional
comm ssi ons.

54. The Commi ssion noted that the decline in funds avail abl e t hroughout t he
United Nations systemhad seriously affected the statistical work bei ng undertaken
i n devel opi ng countries, especially inthe African region. Furthernore, in view
of the fact that the United Nations Devel opment Programe (UNDP) and the United
Nat i ons Popul ati on Fund (UNFPA) were princi pal sources of fundi ng support for
multilateral technical cooperation in statistics, the Comm ssion noted that the

i mpl enent ati on of the new support cost arrangenents had adversely affected the
ability of the regi onal conmi ssions and the Statistical Divisionto provide

techni cal support to countries, including training activities and nmet hodol ogi cal
wor k associ ated with technical cooperation.

55. Several participants suggested that i nnovative i deas for cost-effective
action and the careful establishnment of priorities at the country |l evel were
required in the light of the constraint on resources. Technical cooperation needs
at the country | evel should be identified. In that context, it was noted with
regret that the regional commi ssions, the Statistical Division and, very often,

t he national statistical offices of the countries concerned, were not represented
in the periodic country progranm ng exerci ses undertaken by UNDP, in which
resources were allocated to priority areas. The Conm ssion noted that a nunber of
di fferent approaches to technical cooperati on were enpl oyed and recogni zed t hat no
si ngl e nodel seened applicable to all circunstances.

56. The Commi ssi on stressed the i nportance of the training conponent of technical
cooperation activities and urged i ncreased support for that conponent, especially
intraining fromone devel opi ng country to anot her, which was very cost-effective.
The Commi ssi on enphasi zed the rol e of the regional comm ssions and the Statisti cal
Di vision in promoting the revised SNA t hrough techni cal cooperation. The specific
probl enms of the countries in transition should al so be addressed. The Conmi ssi on
acknow edged the value and the utilization of reliable statistics onthe part of
policy makers in the devel opi ng countries and the provision of technical
cooperation on a regional |evel geared to the specific needs and conditions of the
countries of the region by a well-coordi nated network of international and
national institutions. The inportance of bilateral technical cooperation
progranmmes was stressed and the need to i ncorporate themfully into the network was
recogni zed. The i nportance of collecting statistics on refugees was al so
stressed.
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Action taken by the Conm ssion

57. The Conmm ssi on:

(a) Noted, with dismay, the dimnished resources avail able to provide
techni cal support to devel opi ng countri es;

(b) Requested UNDP, UNFPA and the United Nations administrative authorities
responsi bl e for inplenenting the new agency support cost arrangenents to ensure
that the full est possible consideration be given to continuing needed support
services in statistics;

(c¢) Requested the regional conmissions and the Statistical Divisionto
provide nore information to national statistical offices about the possibilities
of maki ng avail abl e Techni cal Support Services - 2 (TSS-2) resources to support
t he costs of UNDP technical cooperation nissions in statistics;

(d) Requested UNDP to give nore clear-cut briefings to|local UNDP of fices
and national officials on the use of TSS-2 resources in the light of thelimted
amount of information that appeared to be avail able in a nunber of devel opi ng
countries concerning that facility;

(e) Enphasized the inportance of technical cooperation related to the
i mpl enent ati on of the revised SNA and urged that training in that subject be
undert aken;

(f) Urged that national statistical offices be associated with the country
programm ng exerci ses for the determ nation of technical cooperation needs and
priorities whenever possible and that the regi onal conmi ssions and the Statisti cal
Di vi si on al so be associ at ed whenever feasi bl e;

(g) Urged the establishment of clear-cut priorities for technical
cooperation; and in that regard considered that the preparation of training guides
and wor kbooks, and various forms of training should be given priority;

(h) Requested ECEto circulate to the other regional conmmi ssions the m ni mum
progranmmre of statistics devel oped by the Conference of European Statisticians;

(i) Requested the Statistical Division to provide an analysis of the crisis
in technical cooperation, including details of possible fundi ng sources, a canvass
of innovative suggestions, a description of the major requirements of the
devel opi ng countries and an assessnment of their priorities - and to provide the
first steps of that issue to the Wrking Group on International Statistical
Pr ogrammes and Coor di nation and t he Conmi ssion at their forthcom ng neetings;

(j) Considered that the regi onal conmi ssions shoul d be nore involved in
provi ding technical cooperationin their regions.
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Chapter V

FUNDAMENTAL PRI NCI PLES OF OFFI CI AL STATI STI CS

58. The Commi ssion considered item6 of its agenda at its 473rd neeting, on
14 April 1994. 1t had before it the foll ow ng docunments:

(a) Report of the Working Group on International Statistical Programres and
Coordi nation on its sixteenth session (E/ CN. 3/1994/2);

(b) Note by the Secretary-General transmtting the fundanmental principles of
of ficial statistics (E/CN. 3/1994/15).

In considering the report of the Wirking Group on the question (E/ CN.3/1994/2),
t he Comm ssion was i nformed of the outcone of the Round Tabl e on t he Fundanent al
Principles of Oficial Statistics inthe Countries in Transition, held at
Jachranka, Pol and, from26 to 29 Septenber 1993.

Action taken by the Conm ssion

59. The Commi ssi on adopted the fundanental principles of official statistics as
set out in ECE decision C(47), but incorporating a revised preanble. The preanble
and principles, as adopted, are set out bel ow

FUNDAMVENTAL PRI NCI PLES OF OFFI CI AL STATI STI CS

The Statistical Conm ssion,

Bearing in nmind that official statistical information is an essenti al
basi s for devel opnent in the econonic, denographic, social and environnent al
fields and for nutual knowl edge and trade anpng the States and peopl es of the
wor | d,

Bearing in nmind that the essential trust of the public in official
statistical informati on depends to a |l arge extent on respect for the
fundanment al val ues and principl es which are the basis of any soci ety which
seeks to understand itself and to respect the rights of its menbers,

Bearing in mind that the quality of official statistics, and thus the
quality of the information available to the Governnment, the econony and t he
public depends | argely on the cooperation of citizens, enterprises, and ot her
respondents i n providing appropriate and reliable data needed for necessary
statistical conpilations and on the cooperation between users and producers
of statistics in order to neet users' needs,

Recal ling the efforts of governnental and non-gover nnent al
organi zations active in statistics to establish standards and concepts to
al | ow conpari sons anbng countries,

Recalling also the International Statistical Institute Declaration of
Pr of essi onal Ethi cs,
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Havi ng expressed the opinion that resolution C (47), adopted by the
Economi ¢ Conmi ssion for Europe on 15 April 1992, is of universal
significance,

Noting that, at its eighth session, held at Bangkok i n Novermber 1993,
the Worki ng Group of Statistical Experts, assigned by the Conmittee on
Statistics of the Econonic and Soci al Commi ssion for Asia and the Pacific to
examni ne t he Fundamental Principles, had agreed in principle to the ECE
versi on and had enphasi zed t hat those principles were applicable to all
nations,

Noting also that, at its eighth session, held at Addis Ababa in March
1994, the Joint Conference of African Planners, Statisticians and
Denogr aphers, considered that the Fundanental Principles of Oficial
Statistics are of universal significance,

Adopts the present principles of official statistics:

1. O ficial statistics provide an indispensable element in the
i nformati on systemof a denocratic society, serving the Governnment, the
economy and the public with data about the econom c, demographic, social and
environnental situation. To this end, official statistics that neet the test
of practical utility are to be conpil ed and made avail abl e on an i nparti al
basi s by official statistical agencies to honour citizens' entitlenent to
public information.

2. To retain trust in official statistics, the statistical agencies
need to deci de according to strictly professional considerations, including
scientific principles and professional ethics, on the nethods and procedures
for the collection, processing, storage and presentation of statistical data.

3. To facilitate a correct interpretation of the data, the statistical
agencies are to present information according to scientific standards on the
sources, nethods and procedures of the statistics.

4. The statistical agencies are entitled to conment on erroneous
i nterpretation and m suse of statistics.

5. Data for statistical purposes may be drawn fromall types of
sources, be they statistical surveys or adm nistrative records. Statistical
agenci es are to choose the source with regard to quality, timeliness, costs
and t he burden on respondents.

6. I ndi vi dual data collected by statistical agencies for statistical
conpi | ati on, whether they refer to natural or |egal persons, are to be
strictly confidential and used exclusively for statistical purposes.

7. The | aws, regul ati ons and neasures under which the statisti cal
systens operate are to be nade public.

8. Coordi nation anong statistical agencies within countries is
essential to achieve consistency and efficiency in the statistical system
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9. The use by statistical agencies in each country of internationa
concepts, classifications and net hods pronptes the consi stency and
efficiency of statistical systens at all official |evels.

10. Bilateral and nultilateral cooperation in statistics contributes
to the i nprovenent of systens of official statistics in all countries.
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Chapter Vi

COORDI NATI ON AND | NTEGRATI ON OF | NTERNATI ONAL
STATI STI CAL PROGRAMVES

60. The Commrittee considered item?7 of its agenda at its 473rd nmeeting on
14 April 1994. 1t had before it the report of the Working Group on International
Statistical Programmes and Coordi nation on its sixteenth session (E/ CN.3/1994/2).

61. The Commi ssion only considered those el enents of the report of the Working
Group that had not al ready been covered under other agenda itens.

62. The Commi ssion expressed its appreciation for the work of the Wrking G oup

and the contribution that its report had nade to the consideration of several itens
on the agenda of the special session.

Action taken by the Conm ssion

63. The Conmm ssi on:

(a) Endorsed the proposals for an enhanced role for the Wrking Group (see
E/ CN. 3/ 1994/ 2, para. 21); in particular that the Wrking Group "coul d address sone
current and evol ving i ssues whi ch m ght otherw se be addressed by the Comi ssi on,
and so provide nore tinmely direction to the work of international organizations,
gi ving the Comi ssion additional tinme to consider other mgjor issues”;

(b) Decided that the Working Group at its seventeenth session should
conpri se:

(i) Oficers of the Statistical Comrission at its special session:
Chairman: J. O enski (Pol and)
Vi ce- Chairmen: H. Montero (Argentina)

R Thamar aj akshi (I ndi a)
D. Di angano (Zanbi a)

Rapporteur: W MLennan (United Ki ngdomof G eat Britain and Northern
I rel and)

(ii) Represent ati ves of States nenbers of the Statistical Conmission:

Kudo (Japan)

Kal | aa (Kenya)

Jar que ( Mexi co)

Yur kov (Russi an Federati on)

Wal | man (United States of Anerica)

A<OTT

(iii) Al ternates selected fromrepresentatives of States nmenbers of the
Statistical Conmmi ssion:

G Chirunbura (Botswana), alternate to D. Di anganp (Zanbi a)
M Ferrao (Brazil), alternate to C. Jarque (Mexico)
S. Ahmad (Paki stan), alternate to R Thanaraj akshi (1 ndia)
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R. Booth (Jammica), alternate to H Mntero (Argentina)
N. Ghenmires (Morocco), alternate to P. Kallaa (Kenya);

(c) Noted that the Worki ng Group would hold its seventeenth session in

New York from6 to 9 Septenber 1994 and endorsed t he proposed agenda as anended by
the Commi ssion during its special session.
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Chapter Vi1

PROGRAMVE QUESTI ONS

A. Programme perfornmance and i npl enent ati on

64. The Comnmi ssion considered item8 (a) of its agenda at its 473rd neeting on
14 April 1994. 1t had before it the report of the Secretary-General on
strengthening international statistical cooperation; inplenmentation of the 1993
Systemof National Accounts (1993 SNA); progranme questions: programe
performance and i npl enentati on (E/ CN. 3/ 1994/ 16) .

65. The Commi ssion noted with satisfaction the work done by the Statistical

Di vi sion of the United Nations Secretariat during the bi ennium1992-1993. It was
not ed, however, that although the format of the progress report was self-
contained, clarifications were needed for certain itens.

66. The vi ew was expressed that human settl ements statistics should be given nore
attention in the future work of the Statistical Division, particularly in the
light of the forthcom ng United Nations Conference on Human Settl enents

(Habitat 11).

Action taken by the Conm ssion

67. The Conmm ssi on:

(a) Welconed the report of the Secretary-General providing information on
t he progress of the work of the Statistical Division of the United Nations
Secretariat and requested the Statistical Divisionto prepare a sinilar report for
the Commi ssion at its twenty-eighth session;

(b) Requested that nmore visibility be given to inportant new out puts of the
Statistical Division such as the CD-ROMversion of the Statistical Yearbook.

B. Programre objectives and pl anni ng

68. The Comni ssion considered item8 (b) of its agenda at its 473rd neeting, on
14 April 1994. 1t had before it the note by the Secretary-General entitled
"Progranmme questions: programe objectives and pl anni ng" (E/ CN. 3/1994/17).

Action taken by the Conm ssion

69. The Commi ssi on took note of the possible new approaches to programe pl anni ng
to be adopted in the United Nations.

Chapter Vi1

PROVI SI ONAL AGENDA FOR THE TVEENTY- ElI GHTH SESSI ON
OF THE COW SSI ON
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70. The Conmi ssion considered item9 of its agenda at its 473rd neeting, on

14 April 1994. It had before it a note by the Secretariat contai ning the draft
provi si onal agenda for its twenty-eighth session (E/CN. 3/1994/L. 3), which was
orally amended in the |light of suggesti ons and deci si ons nade by the Commi ssi on at
its special session.

Action taken by the Conm ssion

71. The Conmm ssi on:

(a) Requested the Working Group on International Statistical Progranmres and
Coordination to (i) reviewthe agenda and docunentation carefully, (ii) adjust and
restructure the agenda as necessary to allowthe Comm ssion to acconplishits
essential business within five days, (iii) determ ne the docunents or agenda itens
t hat shoul d be for discussion or for information only, (iv) ensure that the
docunentation, in quantity, structure, focus and tineliness, is such as to support
the efficient working of the Conmi ssion and (v) address sone current or evol ving
i ssues that otherwi se woul d have to be addressed by the Comm ssion (see para. 63
(a) above);

(b) Requested the Secretariat in future to prepare self-contained reports,
inso far as it was possible;

(c) Requested the Working Group, in cooperation with the ACC Subcomittee on
Statistical Activities, and together with the International Statistical Institute,
to prepare a progranmme for a suitable comenoration of the fiftieth anniversary of
statistical work inthe United Nations systemin association with the twenty-
ei ghth session, and to explore the feasibility of a comrenorative publication as
wel | ; requested those bodies al so to explore the possible establishnent of a world
statistics day.

72. Subject to final reviewby the Wrking Goup, the Conm ssion generally
approved t he provi sional agenda and docunentation for its twenty-ei ghth session,
amended at its present session. The Conmi ssion recomended that its twenty-eighth
session be held in New York from27 February to 3 March 1995.

73. Also at the same neeting, the Commi ssion decided to reconmend to the Econonic
and Soci al Council the approval of the revised provisional agenda and

documentation for its twenty-eighth session (see chap. |, sect. A draft
deci si on).
Chapter 1X

ORGANI ZATI ON OF THE SESSI ON

A. Opening and duration of the session

74. The Statistical Conmission held a special session at United Nations
Headquarters from11 to 15 April 1994. The Conmi ssion held nine neetings (466th to
474t h) .

75. The session was opened by the tenmporary Chairnman, M. M guel Cervera Flores
(Mexi co) .

- 25-



76. The Under-Secretary-Ceneral for Econom ¢ and Social |Information and Policy
Anal ysis and the Director of the Statistical D vision addressed the Conm ssi on.

B. Attendance
77. The session was attended by all 24 States nenbers of the Conmi ssion,
Observers for other States Menbers of the United Nati ons and observers for

i ntergovernmental and non-governmental organi zations also attended. A list of
participants is given in annex |.

C. Election of officers

78. At its 466th neeting, on 11 April 1994, the Comni ssion el ected the foll owi ng
of ficers by accl amati on:

Chai rman: Jozef O enski (Pol and)
Vi ce- Chai rmen: Héctor Eduardo Montero (Argentina)

R Thamar aj akshi (1 ndi a)
Davi d Di angano (Zanbi a)

Rapporteur: W]IIliamMLennan (United Ki ngdomof G eat Britain and
Nort hern Irel and)

D. Agenda and organi zati on of work

79. At its 466th neeting, on 11 April 1994, the Commi ssion adopted t he
provi si onal agenda contai ned i n document E/CN.3/1994/1. The agenda was as
fol | ows:

1. El ecti on of officers.

2. Adoption of the agenda and ot her organi zati onal matters.

3. Strengt heni ng i nternational statistical cooperation.

4. | mpl ement ati on of the 1993 Systemof National Accounts (1993 SNA).

5. Techni cal cooperation in statistics.

6. Fundanent al principles of official statistics.

7. Coordi nation and i ntegration of international statistical progranmes.
8. Programre questi ons:

(a) Programre performance and i npl enent ati on;

(b) Programre objectives and pl anni ng.
9. Provi si onal agenda for the twenty-ei ghth session of the Comni ssion.
10. Report of the Commi ssion on its special session.
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80. At the sane neeting, the Conmi ssion approved the organi zati on of the work of
the session (E/CN. 3/1994/L.1).

E. Docunentation

81. The docunents that were before the Conmmission at its special session are
listed in annex Il to the present report.
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Chapter X

ADOPTI ON OF THE REPORT OF THE COVM SSI ON

82. At its 474th neeting, on 15 April 1994, the Commi ssion considered the draft
report (E/CN. 3/1994/L.4 and Add. 1-8).

83. At the sanme neeting, the Comi ssion adopted the draft report, as anended
during the di scussion.
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Annex |

ATTENDANCE
Menber s
Argenti na: Héct or Eduardo Montero, Renato C. Sersal e di Cerisano,*
Cscar A. Avall e*
Australia: |. Castles, R W Edwards*
Bot swana: G M Chirunbura
Brazil: Maurici o de Souza Rodrigues Ferrao, Ronal do Costa Fil ho, *

Tereza Cristina Nasci nento Araujo, **
Marci a de Castro Faria Graca Mel o**

Chi na:
Long Hua, Chen Quangen*
Czech Republic: Edvard Qutrata, O ga Betikova, * Karel Zebrakovsky*
France: Jean- Pi erre Behnoiras, Jean-Louis Bodin*
Ger many: Hans Guent her Merk, Waltraud Moore,* Mnika Oteneyer**
Ghana: Qi Boateng, Kwaku Attakorah*
Indi a: R Thamar aj akshi, Arun K. Si ngh*
Jamai ca:
Rol and Boot h
Japan: Hi r oyasu Kudo, Nobuhi ko Kosuge, * Ki m aki Yanashita,*
Masat o Aida,* Eiichi Tanabe,* Funi o Monpse, * Makot o Maeya**
Kenya: P. P. Kallaa
Mexi co: Carlos M Jarque, M guel Cervera Flores,* Mario Pal ma Rojo, *
Al fredo Bustos de la Tijera,* José Robl es Aguil ar**
Mor occo: Nai ma Gnemires
Paki st an: S. Ahmad
Pol and: Jozef O enski, Jolanta Szczerbi nska, * Wj ci ech Poni ki ewski *
Russi an Federation: Y. A Yurkov, A V. Zverev, A A Klochko,* N |. Tokmachev, *

Y. N. Isakov,* M E. Savosti anov*

* Alternate.
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* %

Advi ser.
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Spai n: Jose Quevedo, Carnen Arribas,* Ana Menendez*

Sweden: Jan Carling, Chris Denell*

Ukr ai ne: Mykol a | . Borysenko, Yuriy O Petrovsky,* | hor V. Hounenny*
Uni t ed Ki ngdom of

Geat Britain and

Northern lrel and: W1 liamNMLennan, John Pullinger,* Tony WIlians,*
Victoria Harris**

United States of
Aneri ca: Kat heri ne K. Wal | man, Suzann Evi nger,* Carol S. Carson, **
Her mann Haber mann, ** Thomas Dunl avey, ** Hugh T. Dugan**

Zanbi a: David S. Di anganp

States Menbers of the United Nations represented by observers

Canada, Cuba, Hungary, Italy, Mcronesia, Portugal, Romani a, Slovakia, Turkey

Uni ted Nati ons bodies

United Nations Children's Fund, United Nations Conference on Trade and

Devel oprment, United Nati ons Devel opnent Programme, United Nations Environnent
Programme, United Nations Popul ati on Fund, United Nations University, Economnic
Conmi ssion for Africa, Econonic Conmi ssion for Europe, Econom ¢ Comm ssion for
Latin America and the Cari bbean, Econonic and Soci al Conmi ssion for Asia and the
Paci fic, Econom c and Soci al Commi ssion for Western Asia, United Nations Centre
for Hurman Settl enents (Habitat), O fice of the United Nations Hi gh Conmi ssi oner
for Refugees, secretariat of the International Cvil Service Conmm ssion

Speci al i zed agenci es and GATT

I nt ernati onal Labour Organi zation, Food and Agri cul ture Organi zati on of the United
Nati ons, United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, Wrld
Heal th Organi zation, World Bank, |International Mnetary Fund, United Nations

I ndustrial Devel opment Organi zation, General Agreenent on Tariffs and Trade

| nt ergover nnent al organi zati ons

Statistical Committee of the Conmonweal th of | ndependent States, Statistical

O fice of the European Comunities (EUROSTAT), |Inter-Anmerican Devel opment Bank,
League of Arab States, Organisation for Econoni c Cooperation and Devel opnent,
Sout h Paci fi ¢ Comm ssion, World Touri smOrgani zation

Non- gover nnent al organi zati ons

Category I1: Data for Devel opnment, International Statistical Institute,
I nternational Union for the Scientific Study of Popul ation
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Roster: International Association for Research in I ncome and Weal t h
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Docunment synbol

Annex 11

LI ST OF DOCUMENTS BEFORE THE COVM SSI ON
AT I TS SPECI AL SESSI ON

Agenda i tem

E/ CN. 3/ 1994/ 1

E/ CN. 3/ 1994/ 2

E/ CN. 3/ 1994/ 3

E/ CN. 3/ 1994/ 4

E/ CN. 3/ 1994/ 5

E/ CN. 3/ 1994/ 6

E/ CN. 3/ 1994/ 7

E/ CN. 3/ 1994/ 8

E/ CN. 3/ 1994/ 9

E/ CN. 3/ 1994/ 10

E/ CN. 3/ 1994/ 11

2

3, 4, 6, 7

Title or description

Provi si onal agenda

Report of the Working Group on International
Statistical Programmes and Coordi nati on on
its sixteenth session

Progress in the nost critical areas
addressed by the Statistical Conmi ssion at
its twenty-seventh session: report of the
Secr et ary- Gener al

Not e by the Secretary-Ceneral transmtting
the report of the Subconmittee on
Statistical Activities of the Adnministrative
Conmittee on Coordinationonits
twenty-sevent h session

Not e by the Secretary-Ceneral transmtting
the report of the Inter-Agency Task force on
Nati onal Accounts

Not e by the Secretary-Ceneral transmtting
the report of the Inter-Agency Task Force on
I ndustrial and Construction Statistics

Not e by the Secretary-Ceneral transmtting
the report of the Inter-Agency Task Force on
International Trade Statistics

Not e by the Secretary-Ceneral transmitting
the report of the Inter-Agency Task Force on
Fi nance Statistics

Not e by the Secretary-Ceneral transmitting
the report of the Inter-Agency Task Force on
Price Statistics, includingthe

I nt ernati onal Conpari son Progranme (I CP)

Not e by the Secretary-Ceneral transmitting
the report of the Inter-Agency Task Force on
Envi ronment Statistics

Not e by the Secretary-Ceneral transmtting

t he report of the Chairman of the
Subcommittee on Statistical Activities of

t he Admi nistrative Conmittee on Coordi nation
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Docunent synbol

Agenda i tem

E/ CN. 3/ 1994/ 12

E/ CN. 3/ 1994/ 13

E/ CN. 3/ 1994/ 14

E/ CN. 3/ 1994/ 15

E/ CN. 3/ 1994/ 16

E/ CN. 3/ 1994/ 17

E/CN. 3/1994/L.1

E/CN. 3/ 1994/ L. 3

E/ CN. 3/ 1994/ L. 4
and Add. 1-8

94- 25843 (E)

3

3, 4, 8 (a)

8 (b)

10

Title or description

Not e by the Secretary-Ceneral transmtting
the report of the Inter-Agency Task Force on
t he Measurenent of Poverty

Coordi nation of statistical data collection
fromcountries: report of the Secretary-
Gener al

Techni cal cooperation in statistics: report
of the Secretary- General

Not e by the Secretary-Ceneral transmtting
t he fundanmental principles of official
statistics

Strengt heni ng i nternational statistical
cooperation; inplenentation of the 1993
Systemof National Accounts (1993 SNA);
programre questions: progranmme performance
and i npl ementation: report of the

Secr et ary- Gener al

Programre questions: progranme objectives
and pl anning: note by the Secretary-CGeneral

Organi zati on of the work of the session:
note by the Secretari at

Provi si onal agenda for the twenty-eighth
sessi on of the Conmission: note by the
Secretari at

Draft report of the Comm ssion
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