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1. This progress report covers the statistiesr]l activities of the gpecialized
agencies since the seventeenth session of the Statistical Commission, in November
1972. A report on the work of the Statistical Office of the United Natlons is
also before the Commission (B/CN.3/463), as is one on the statistical work of
the regional conferences and similar bodies (#/CN.3/466).

o, Additional informatioh on the work of the specialized agencies is before
the Commission in "International statistical programmes, 1975-1979" (E/CN.3/ulk)
and "Internaticnal technical assistance in statistics, 1975-1979" (E/CN.3/LL6).

I. INTERNATIONAL LAROUR OFFICE (ILO)

3. In the pericd from November 1972 to May 197L, the main statistical activi-
ties of the IL0 concerned the preparation and the holding of the Twelfth Interna*
tional Ccnference of Tabour Statisticians, the analysis of current population
censug data and the application of 1970 benchmark data to the preparation and
revision of labour force projections and the continuing work of coliection anrd
dissemination of statistical information on labour gquestions in the Year -Book

of Labour Statistics and the Bulletin of labour Statistics.

L. Three reports were prepared for consideration by the Twelith Conference.
The report entitled "General review of labour statistics" centained, in its first
part, a discussilon of the extent to which the different countrieg are currently
purguing similar, or divergent, objectives in their labour statistics programmes,
and threw some light on the reasons underlying the cholce of particular objec-
tives of current and long-term programmes. The second part of the report
related to basic labour statistics needed for the establishmenht of sound economic
and social development policies and planning, a matter clearly of primary

concern to developing councriles.

5. The report on "Statistics of wages and employee income" reviewed nationel
practices in the collection and compilation of wage statistics, and studied
the objectives and principal uses of wage sgtatistics, the concepts and defini-
tions used in their ccllection and existing international standards in this
field., Statistice of wages and hoursg of work in sgriculture were dealt with in
s, sepearate chapter. Finally, the report proposed a framework for an integrated
system of current and ncn-current wage statistics.

6. The report on "Scope, methods and uses of family expenditure surveys"

dealt with developments in these statistics; their cobjectives, scope and uses;
concepts and definitions; survey methodology; classifications of household income
and expenditures; tabulation, analysis and presentation of results. It concluded
with a draft resoluticn (see paragraph 9) proposing a set of recormmendations

to replace those adopted by the Seventh Conference, 19&9, including recommendations
on clasSifications of income and expenditure for use in connexion with household
sample surveys.



E/CN.3/L67 .
Hnglish i
Page 3

T The Twelfth Conference met from 14 to 24 October 1973, Forty-seven countries
were represented, as were the United Nations, the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development, the Council for Mutual Economic assistance, the Organisaticn
for Feconomic Co-operation and Development, the Statistical Office of the Iuropean
Communities and the Internationsl Organisation of Employers. The debate provided
the occasion for & review of recent develcopments in labour siatistics in the
various countries and for the study of a basic programme of labour statistics for
developing countries in the light of the major international programmes of
econemic and social development such as the International Development Strategy

for the becond United Nations Development Decade and the World Fmployment Pro-
gramme, and international statistical systems such as the System of National
accounts {8Na), the System of Balahces of the Naticnal Economy (MPS), the comple-
mentary system of statistics of the distribution of income, consumption and
accumulaticn and the System of Social and Demographic Statistics (353DS).

8. The Conference adopted three resolutions. The first recommends the develop-

ment by each country of an integrated system of wage statistices desighed to pro-

vide for the needs of users in comnexion with the measurement of levels of living

of employees, wage determination, ccllective bargaining, planning, etec.; it

defines the ccncepts and definitions to be used in the preparation of wage

statistics, proposes a current wage statistics programme as well as the production

of data on the structure and distribution cf wages and supplies guldellnes on the 1
scope and best metheds cof settlng up wage statistics.

9. The second resolution concerns household income and expenditure statistics;

it points cubt their objectives and contains recommendations on their periodieity,
thelr scope and thelr corganization as well as con the concepts, definiticns,
methodology and classifications Lo be used; 1t ends with recommendations on the
tabulation and presentation of results., It takes fully into account the need to
ensure that any recommendation concerning surveys deslgned to supply household

income and expenditure statistics should, as fully as possible, be consistent

with standards concerning statistics of households stemming from the SNA, MPS and

the complamentary system of statistics of the distribution of 1ncume5 ccnqurptlcn and
accumuiation adopted by the United Nations Statistical Commission.

10, The third resolution reviews the practical difficulties raised by the
implementation of the Convenfion concerning Statistics of Wages and Hours of
Work, 1938 {No. 63). Despite great advances made in many countries in their
national statistics of wages and hours cf work, oniy a limited number of
countries have ratified the Convention, in particular because it does not provide
for the compilation of statistics of wages and hours of work that meet modern
requirements of economic and social planning, while at the same time some of 1ts
provisions are in conflict with modern statistical practices, The resclution
accordingly requests the Governing Body te direct the Office to undertake as socn
as possible a thorough review of Convention No. 63 and to place the guestion of
its revision on the agenda of the Tnternational Labour Conference in corder to bring
it inte harmony with modern practices and needs in the field of wages and hours
of work.
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11. In the field of labour force projections, the ILO published in 1973, in:
English, French and Spenigh, a Methodologlcal Supplement which formed part VI
of the five parts on Labour Force Projections, 1965-1985, published in 1971.
The ILO also participated actively in the development by the United Nationg,
FAO and UNESCO of an inter-agency programme of co-ordinated demographic pro-
jections. :

12. The anlysis of the 1970 round of population censuses was intensified in
1973, following the increase in the number of countries publighing the results

of population censuses carried oubt in 1370 or around that year: labour force data
were analysed and tabulated by sex and age and according to urban and rural
distribution. This informaticn will form the basis for the elaboration of a new
set of labour force projections covering the period 1975-2000, to be completed

in 1975 and published in 1976.

13. The ILO continued in 1972-197h its work on the collection, compilation and
publication of current statisetics, which represents 25 percent of the total
resources spent by ILC on its statistical programme. The 1972 and 1973 issues

of the Year Book of Labour Statistics (respectively 800 and 900 pages, mainly

of data) were published in December 1972 and 1973; the Quarterly Bulletin of
Labour Statistics was published regularly. Volume I (consumer prices of the 1972
edition of the Technical Gudide, 300 pages) giving sumary methodological descrip-
tions of the series published in the Year Book and in the Bulletin, was published
in January 1973, and volume TI (employment, unemployment, hcurs of work and wages,
350 pages) in April 1973. A new edition of the Bulletin on Household Income and
Bxpenditure Statistica, presenting in standardized form the results of gurveys
conducted in Africa, Asia and Tatin America from 1960 to 1972, was published in
197k,

14. The technical co-operation work of the ILO in the field of labour statistice
continued during the period 1972-197L4. This work involves mainly recruiting and
supervieing the work of experts, sent at government request, to countries to
assist them in the development of labour statistice, particularly manpower
statistics. The number of experts in the field remained around ten during the
period. The ILO also has regional labour statisticians: as an example of the
type of work done by these officials, it may be noted that during the biennium
1972-1973, the regional labour statistician in Africa undertook seven direct
assistance missions, from one to three weeks' duration, in response to countries
reguests, to advise on setting up labour statistics systems, on the strengthening
of existing ones, or on specific technical statistical problems; he alss conducted
thirteen training courses in labour statistics, repregented the ILC in various
statistical meetings in the region and assisted other organizations on various
agpects of labour statistics.

15. The Btatistical Branch of the ILO also carries out a large number of mig-
cellaneous and relatively limited tasks, which together consume a sizeable part
of the small rescurces available in the ILO for statistical work. Thus the
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Statistical Branch supplied a large amcunt of statistical data on labour force,
employment and wages to the World Employment Programme and to the International
Bank for Beconstruction and Development for the preparation of comprehengive
mizzsions organized by these bodies in various developing countries, made statisg-
ticael conbributions to reports and studies prepared by other departments of the
110, issued annual press releases on the situation of the workers in the world,
undertook a limited inguiry on the costs of labour force sample surveys, computed
annual estimates of days lost through industrial dispubes per thousand workers,
analysed government reports on the application of Convention No. 63, etec.

Finally work on inter-city price comparisons for the determination of post adjust-
ments of international officials in European duty stations, already representing
uswailly 5 man-years of work per year, had to be increased mainly to cope with

the difficultiss created by currency.

II. FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE
UNITED NATIONS (FAO)

16. The number of countries taking a census of agriculture under the framework

of the FAQ programme for the decennial World Census of Agriculture (WCA), has

been increasing ever since this worldwide activity started. By the end of 1973,
almost one hundred countrieg had completed their censuses. The final results from
eight of these participating countries have been published in the four issues of
the Census Bulletin devised Tor this purpose in 1973. In addition, results from
eight other countries were prepared for publication in early 1974. The results
will continue to be published as received from the countries.

17. FAO has initiated preparation of a programme for the 1580 World Census of
Agriculture. Before it goes to the 1975 FAQ Conference for approval, the draft
programme will be reviewed by the regional Commissions on Agricultural Statistics
and the FAO Statistics Advisory Committee. :

18. Action was taken to promote long bterm (five or more years) integrated national
gtatistical programmes of food and agricultural statistice, indicating the type

of data to be compiled, the methods to be utilized as well as the organization

and training requirements, together with a time schedule for all components of

the programmes, The first such extensive integrated programme covers five Central
African countries: Camercon, the Central African Republic, Chad, the Congo and
Gabon. The objective is to carry out a census of agriculture and, using the

census regults and regources, to establish a permanent system of current agri~
cultural statistics.

19. TIn order to expand this work, FAO has initiated pilot studies in Ecuador,
Iran, Indonesia and Zaire. There vere alego several atfempts by FAC and other
experts to prepare such programmes 1n other countries.

20. Major emphasis in statistical analysis has been placed on the Food and
Population Study. While the essential purpose of the gtudy has remained to assess
the present and future availability of food in relaticn to the needs of mankind,
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the depth of the analysis and the scope of the factorg considered have been pro-
gressively intensified and extended.  Although the study will be published ag a
scparate document towards the middle of 1974, the analytical materizl has been
used in the preparation of documenteg such as "Population, food supply and agri-
cultural development"” presented at the United Nations Sympesium on Population
and Development (Cairo, June 1973}, "The FAO background document for the World
Populetion Conference" (Bucharest, August 197L) and the "Preliminary assessment
of the world food situation" for the World Food Conference (November 1974). Tt
is planned to develop this study further into a "Forth World Food Survey", to be
published in 1976, S . o :

21l. The Projections of Agricultural Population and Labour Force prepared in 1971
on a country basis for the period 1965-1985 were extended on a regional basis

up to the year 2000. Considerable research has been undertaken to improve the
methedology for such long-term projections, leading to the revision of the
currently available prejections reflecting also on the results of the 1970 popu-
lation cenguses., These projections will be-prepared on a country basis and will
cover the period 1970-2000.

22, 1Increaged work for the compilation of food consumption statistics from
countries has been carried out, mainly to provide the necessary data for the

Food and Population Study but 8lso in line with requiremsnts for the International
Development Strategy for the Second United Nations Development Decade: Pilot
surveys on inter-relstionships between food consumption and population dynamics
were undertaken in Lesotho and the Philippines in 1973/74. A follow-up project
for the promotion of agro-demogreaphic and fertility surveys will be initiated
towards the middle of 197k, :

23. The increasing policy and planning orientation of FAO's statistical work
requires the development and maintanance of regular series of social statistics
and indicators. Indicators are being conetructed from the data readily avallable
or which can easily be collected. WWork is gimilarly being initiated for the
development of a system of sccial statistics pertinent to agriculture. Attempts
will be made to relate this work, as much as posgible, with the over-all United
Naticne Bystem of Bocial dnd Démographic Statistics (SSDS).

2L, Work on economic accounts for agriculture has continued. A recent report
containing production acecounts for agriculture at current prices for 60 countries
- for the 1961/71 period has been published, The next issue will contain informa-
tion for additional countries. A Eandbook of Economic Accounts for Agriculture
hag been published jointly with the Statistical Office of the United Natione.

The Handbook deals with the conceptual framework of the economic accounts for
agriculture and provides a set of standard forms with gupporting tables to
facilitate the consgtruction of various accounts, particularly the production
accounts and capital formation accounts. The Handbook was discussed by experts
of European countries, Canada and the United States of America at & meeting,

6-10 May 1974, with a view to developing a European programme of ebonomic'accounts
for agriculture. Preliminary work on income and outlay accounts and capital
Tormation accounts is also being initiated, particularly within the Furopean
Programme of Agriculture. '
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25, Increased pricrity has been assigned to the development of agricultural
producer price series at country levelg. Tentative annual average price
estimates at producers' level have been prepared for some 80 developing ccuntries
for a number of important agricultural commodities. In addition, the Statistics
Diviegion has assumed responsibility for the collection and analysig of country
support prices for major agricultural products and has published a document
entitled "Developments in agricultural price stabilization and support policieg”
covering a pericd of five years, which is discussed every year by the Committee
on Commodity Problems (CCP). '

26. During the past two years, the Division has taken = leadership role in the
establishment of the FAC Interlinked Computer System (ICS) which will provide
computerized information on the basic items of agricultural information generally
needed by the Organization. Progress hag been good. The availability of agri-
cultural data has been subsbtantially increased and steps are being taken to expand
and further standardize information on such items as production, yields and trade.
Tt is expected that the system will enable FAC to service more efficiently and
promptly national and international agencies and ensure a consistent and standard-
ized get of current and long-term series of food and agricultural gtatistics.

27. An important element of the ICS is the egtablishment of supply/utilization
accounts for 80 developing countries covering the period 1961 to date. Thege
accounts are now being reviewed internally and will be sent to the countries for
review, revision and approval. The preparation of the data in the form of
supply/utilization accounts has proved to be a useful tool for preparing estimates
for missing data and for checking the consistency of the egstimateg as part of the
process of revision. The usefulness of the supply/utilization accounts is now
clearly recognized in providing a basis for a consistency check of the data for
the establishment of a dialogue with the eountries, as well as within the agency,
thus stimulating the improvement of national statistics at the source.

28. In 1971 foed balance gheets were pubiished for the 1964/66 period, covering
132 countries. The supply/utilization accounts will provide a basis for a new
report covering a five-year period centred on 1970. It also provides a basic
input for the "Fourth World Food Survey". The new publication may include non-
food crops end be entitled "Supply/utilization accounts and food balance sheets
for food and agricultural commodities”. As an ad hoc task for the preparation
of papers for the World Food Conference, draft feood balance sheets (1969/1971

average) for about 80 developing and developed countries covering approximately 38
percent of world population were prepared cn the ®asis of draft Supply/gtilization
accounts.

29. The Prqduction and Trade Yearbooks have been re-organized and thelr publi-
cation computerized during the past year. A long-term geries of 12 years for
selected major commodities will now be published cn a cyclical basis, i.e.
different commodities in each edition. One of the impcrtant achievements was
tc advance the publication of trade data by about ten months, thus showing data
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for the year indicated on the cover page of the Yearbook, as is the case with the
Froduction Yearbook. The Irade Yearbock now includes, for the first time, index
numbers on quantun, unit value and value for exports and imports of food and agri-

cultural commodities.
30. Data on production and trade for thefForest Products &earbool have been incor-

porated in the ICS. The first issue of the Yearbook making use of this system is
at an advanced stage of preparation. The opportunity provided by the introduction
of the computer system is being taken to present 12-year series of data (1960-72).
To the collection of data on the capacity of the pulp and paper industry, statis-
tice on production for 1973 have been added. This makes preliminary information

on this gector available considerably in advance of information from routine
returns. The possibility of obtaining early indicators in other areas of forestry
production end trade is under consideration. Preparation has been made to increase
the detail of data on production and trade in tropical hardwood timbers, the
products most important to developing nations.

31. A set of early indicators on current production by regions and world totals,
initiated in recent years, have been further developed to also show indicators by
economic clagses of countries covering all major crops a lives%gck roducts.
Thege indicators are published in the Monthly Bulletin d%;g%é 1stics on a quarterly
bagis. " A

32. The Annual Ferbilizer Review has been computerized since 1971, utilizing tapes
prepared and furnished by the United States Tennessee Valley aAuthority. A tri-
lingual edition has replaced the three separate languege editione.

33. A new statistical clagsification for pesticides was worked out in co-gcperation
with industry, taking into consideration new developments and new products in

this field. The new classification is being used in the FAOQ Annual Production
Questionnaire, and it is expected that this will facilitete responses from the
countriesg. '

34, The following volumes of the Yearbook of Fishery Statistics have been published
in early 1973 and early 1974, Volume 32, Catches and Landings 1972; Volume 33,
Fishery Commeodities 1972; Volume 3&, Catches and Landings . 1973; Volume 35, Fishery
Commodities 1973.

35. With the improvement in national data and also With the increasing demand for
sophisticated data to help in the assessment of stocks in the formulation of
research management programmes by regional sea area bodieg, significant improve-
ments have been made in the presentation of the data in the Catch and Landings
volumes. Some of these arrangements facilitate the extraction and publication of
data in sea regionally oriented publications. The STATLANT programme including

this catch and effort:data have also been extended to Aréad in which these kind
of details haveknot‘yet“béen included. Particular-attention has been paid to areas
such as the West Coast of Afrid&}%phe East Coast"of South America, the Caribbean

““:ﬁff 7 Y . .
_%r CZK£%££2’ ) //ﬁfhzf-
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and other waters of the Western Central Atlantic. Statistical improvements
cecurred under the Indian (Qcean Fisheries Commission (IOFC) and Indian Ocean
Programme (TOP) for all countries fighing in the Indian Ocean.

36. Further development on the tables of fishery commodities (production as
well as international trade) is pending until the new international commodity
classifications have been revised and a final classificaticn established.

%7. TFellowing the restructuring of the Department of Fisheries on 1 January
1974, the Fishery Statistics and Economic Data Branch became the Fishery
Statistics Unit of the Policy and PlLanning Service, attached o the office
of the Assistant Director-CGeneral, Department of Fisheries.

38, The sixth session of the FAO Statistics Advisory Commitfee of Experts

took place in Rome, 3 - 11 October 1975. Important recommendations were made

for enhancing the work programme for the 1980 World Census of Agriculture,

the implementation of integrated national programmes in agricultural statistics
and the "Fourth World Food Survey". The sixth session of the African Commission
took place in Addis Ababa, 12-17 November 1975. Discussicns included integrated
programmes of food and agricultural statistics and the 1980 World Census of
Agriculture.

39. The first phase of the FAC Near East Regional Statistical Institute on
Research and Training in Statistics, hosted by the Government of lrag, started
on 1 July 1971, including pre-project activities, andwwas suceessfully concluded
on 28 February 1974. During this pericd, over EOO gtatistical officers from
the region were trained in its 11 short- and leng-term regional and sub-regional
courses. The practical training courses were centred on agricultural census

and other pricrity topics in the fileld of food and agricultural statistics.

The Institube undertook 12 research projects in © participating countries and

16 consultant assignments were carried out in 9 countries in the region.

LO. Phase two of this project, covering all fields of gtatistics and to be
executed by the United Nations, is under consideration by the United Nations
Development Programme.

L41. During the period reported, about 50 field experts per year were engaged
in promcting the development of agrlcultural statistics in various countries.

U/I/E'Jd’ﬂ e f’é 7 AL

T1T. INTERNATIONAL CIVIL AVIATION ORGANIZATION (ICAO)

ho, ICAOQ is in the process of systematically improving its statistics on
ascheduled airlines of the world. Airline traffic statistics have been converted
to computerized data processing, and the relevant publications have been
completely redesigned to improve their utility and permit earlier release. Also
a programme has been implemented on the statistics of the non-scheduled air
transport operators of the world. The first report giving non-~scheduled operators
statistics on traffic, financial studies and fleet was published in early 1975.

[eve
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4%, The traffic-flow statistics programme which provides data on the movements
of aircraft, passengers, freight and wail for international flight stages of
world's airlines has also been converted to computerized data processing and a
redesigned Traffic Mow _Digest has been in production for over a year. ILCAQ is
now in the process of studying whether to expand this programme to collect on-
flight origin and destination statistics, as well as traffic-flow statistics by
flight stage, and a decision may be taken by late 197L.

., As a result of computer operations in these programmes, it is expected that
current statistical data tapes as well as the published Digests will become readily
availatle within the next two years.

L5, Work has conbinued in the collection and rublication of airport traffic
statistics for the principal international airports of the world. Also, ICAOQ is
developing a programme of statistics on traffic and finances of en-route air
navigation facilities. A programme for the collection of financial statistics of
international airports is under development.

46, A Statistical Programme Manusl was published to assist countries of the world
in reporting and using the international civil aviation statistics of TCAC, The
Maruel includes a multi-lingual glossary of statistical terms and definitions.

It also contains descriptions of standard measurement and computational methods
used in the civil aviation statistics, '

47. To assist States in developing civil sviation statistics rrogrammes, &
statistical workshop meeting was conducted in Mexico in Februsry 1973 by a
statistical officer of ICAQO headquarters, and air transport officers in the
regional offices have given guidance and short courses on air transport statistics
to civil eviation officials.

IV, WORLD HEALTE ORGANTZATTON (WHO)
A, Conferences

1. Second Internaticnal Conference of National Committees on
Vital and Heglth Statistics

L8, The Conference marked the twenty-fifth anniversary of the establishment of
national committees on vital and health statistics and the twentieth anniversary
of the First Internaticnal Conference of National Ccmmittees on Vital and Health
Statistics, which took place under WHO auspices in 1953 in London. ;/ The
Conference provided an occasion for discussions between the producers and users

1/ World Health Organirzation. Technica)l Report Series, No. 85.




®/CH, /467 ;
Fnglish |
Papge 11

of health statistics, as well as teachers of public health, health statistics and i
health plamning. The Conference was devoted to new approacheg in health statistics

and their implication for national committees. A review was made of the most
important changes and events in health statistics over the last twenty years and
those predicted for the near future. 'What information is needed" and "How %o
neet the needs' were twe crucigl items of discussion. More than 150 delegates
and representatives from 60 WHO Member States and from nationzl and international
organizations participated.

5. Furopean Conference on Health Information Sysfems {Hi3)

49, Countries are gradually developing HIS, integrating the data required for

the management of health services at the local level with those needed for medium-
and long-term planning, evaluation and regearch. The Conference discussed

(a) objectives and concepts of HIS; (b) present status of HIS in Lurope;

(c) plerning and development of HIS; (d) organizational and managerisl problems;
(e} the use of computers in HIS. The Conference was attended by participants from
25 countries,

P Consultation on assistance to countries in planning snd operating
national health statistical information systems

50, This consultation was one of a series that arose Trom the attention that the
Divigion of Health Statistics is paying to the development of national health
statistical information systems. It defined the scope and objectives of WHO
sssistance 4o the countries in (a) ilmproving communication between users and
producers of information, (p) planning a responsive health information system
and (c¢) processing national health statistics.

L. Consultation on cost-effectiveness studies of public health Drogrammes

51. The group met in Geneva from 0~1% April 1973, and was concerned with
answering the following questions: (a) is cost-effectiveness analysis likely to
be a useful tool Tor the evaluation of health programmes in general, and of Tamily
plerming programmes in particular? (b) what is the methodology by which coste
ePfectiveness analysis can be applied to health programmes? (e¢) what are the
statigtical and data-gathering requirements which must be met in arder to suppert
the application of cost—effectiveness anglysis to family planning and other public
health programmes? The group agreed that cost-effectiveness gtudies of fTamily
planning programmes within a public health context have to examine four broad
levels of effects: the programme support level, the service volume level, the
demographic and health effects and the bread social effects.

5 Joint WHO/UNICEF consultation on school health statistics

52. The meeting (Geneva, 26-30 November 1975), attended by experts on health
ctatistics and school health froam 1% countries of all WHO regions, had the
following cbjectives: (2) to review the current state of the availability of

fonn
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statistical information on the health status of school-children; (b) to discuss
the administrative, methodological and technical problems involved in the collection
campilation, processing, interpretation and use of information (health and related)
on school-children; (c) to locate existing gape in the information needs and to
formuiate guidelines for the development of an adequate school health data systenm
within health statistical information systems, or to strengthen existing systens,
with a view to further establishing an integrated system of demographic, econcmic
and soclal statistics; (d} to make suggestions on the development of an exchange

of information on school health statistics at the internaticnal level; (e) within
the framework of family health, to discuss the information needed for setting up
country programmes for school-children adapted to economic and social development.

]

6. HMeeting on fanilv plannine statistics

53. The WHO meeting of Temporary Advisers on Family Planning Statistics (Geneva,
3-7 December 1973), had as an objective to review past project activities and make
proposals for future programmes of WHO in this field, The consultation delineated
the role of health statistics in family planning and human reproducticn studies in
general, and the mandate and programme of WHO in this field in particular, namely
(a) to identifly the principal statistical problems involved in the plamning,
execution and evaluation of family planning care; (b) to review nationsl experience
in this field; (c) to point out areas where gaps in existing knowledge required
research; and (d) to formulate recommendations for an action—ocriented programme

of activities with particular consideration to field studies designed to broaden
substantive and techniecal experience, :

"B, Studies and resesrch

1. Study missionsg for assessment of needs for statistical informaticon

54. Three study missions were sent to nine countries of the African and Eastern
Mediterranean regions {(February-March 1973) to assess the need for information
requested for the planning and evaluation of health services; to sbudy naticnal
health statigtics information systems, their adequacy and the extent to which they
meet the needs of the country ccncerned; and to identify the kind of assistance
WHO can provide to improve the existing situation. Following the study missions,
a consulitation was convened te discuss the findings and to suggest a course of
action for WHO,

2. Studies in relation to the International Classification of Diseases (ICD)

55. Various consultations took place concarning questions of revision of the ICD,
Thus, one group, at the beginning of 1973, reviewed revision proposals for all
chapters of the ICD and for certain related classifications (envirormmental factors,
impairments, surgical operations and other procedures in medieine) and made broad
recommendations enabling WHO to prepare the first draft of the ninth revision of
the ICD, for circulation to Member States. The group also discussed the ways in

fens
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which WHO could assist countries to prepare national language versions of the ICD
and methods for Tamillsrizing users with the ninth revision. Another consultation
discussed the value, methodology and applicaticn of lay reporting of perinatal
and maternal morbidity and mortality.

3. Ad hoc surveys of infant and early childhood mortality and
fertility patterns

56. 'Two recent major programmes of the WHO Regional Office for the Americas made
a significant contribution to a better understanding of health problems during
infancy and early childhood (inter-American investigation of mortality and of
mortallity in childnood). A study clearly demonstrated the value of collagborgtive
efforts in studies of mortality and morbidity. The basic objective of the present
2d hoe surveys is to provide sound estimates of levels and patterns of fertility
and mortality in infancy and early childhood in other parts of the world, and to
give meaningful informaticn cn factors determining these levels and patterns.
Five countries have agreed to participate: Afghanistan, Algeria, Sierra Leone,
the Sudan and Trinidad and Tobago. These countries represent a wide range of
social and economic conditions and are in various stages of development of health
services.

L, International comparative study of social and biological Tactors
affecting infant mortality

57. The meeting (Geneva, September 197%), discussed the feasibility of a
collaborative investigation into the biological and social effects on infant
mortality. It was attended by participants from Chile, France, Hong Kong,
Mauritius, Poland, Romania, Switzerland, United Kingdom and Yugoslavia. The
project forus part of a co-ordinated programme of WHO to promecte the collection,
appraisal, analysis and utilization of statistical information on health trends
and differentials,

5, Cancer regigtration

58, Cancer registration was discussed by « Working Group on the Crganization of
Comprehensive Cancer Control Programme, convened by the Regicnal Office for Europe.
Discussion focused on hospital-based and population-basged (regional and national)
registries, Tor both medical and administrative reasons, cancer registration at
local (hospital), regional and national levels should be encouraged, and the

provision of financial resources for this should be regarded as a sound investment.

¢, Fducation and iraining

59. A Directory of Health Statistics Trainine Courses in WHO Member States was
issuec (document WHG/HS/NAT.COM,/73.300). :
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1. Post—zraduste WHO-zssisted training Coursas in epidemiology
and medical statistics

60, 1In the European region, the courses on the application of statistical and
epidemiclogical methods to medicine znd public health, spcnsored by the WHO
Reglonal Office for Burope and to which WHO fellows are admitted, continued to be
organized as follows: in Bratislava (in the Russian language) at the Institute
for Post-graduste Medical Educetion; in Brussels (French) at the Université libre;
in London (English) at the London School of Hyglene and Tropiecal Medicine,

2. Assistance of the other WHO regions in Statistiqagrtraig;gg

61l. In the WHO regions for Africa, the Americss, South—east Asia, the Eastern
Mediterranean and the Western Pacific, the training of statistics and medical
records personnel continued to be an important element of WHO assistance to
countries.

3. First Travelling Seminar for Teachers of Health Statistics

2. The seminar was organized for a group of teachers of health statistics %o
exchange experiences about thelir own teaching methods and programnes snd to study
those used in schools visited in the United Kingdcom and the United States of
America. The group recommended that WHO should devise a manual Tor teachers of
health statistics with special reference to medical students. Other recommendations
mede were as follows: (1) establishment of werkshops on educational issues
relating to heglth statistics; (2) convening an interregional conference on the
teaching of health statistics towedical students; (3) organization of "orientation”
meeting for policy-malters from ministries of kealth to ensure better use of the
training facilities available to them, by relating these facilities to the needs

of their countries,

i, Iraining workshops for national statisticians on the health
asvects of family planning

63. Two workshops were organized, one in the African region, the other in India,
to familiarize national statisticians with the integration of family planning
statistics into basic health services statistics, and to train them in statistical
aspects of family planning. The workshops were part of a scheme for training
national statisticians from different WIO regions in family planning statistics.

D. Advisory services

64. WHO assistance to countries - in addition to fellowships and consultantships ~
was provided by the implementation of projects (country, intercountry and
interregional) to help establish hospital in-patient statistics, carry ocut
cpidemiological surveys, train perscnnel in heslth statistice and medical records,
develop vital and health stetistical services, assist data processing centres in
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making use of computers for health services, etc., More than 60 WHC-assisted
projects for the development of naticnal vital and health statigtical services
weare in operation during 1973.

E, Publiecations

5. The following were issued:

World Health Statistics Report: Vol. 26, Nos. 1-12, 1973

I. Current data: Mortality and morbidity statistics,
nealth perscnnel, heaslth establishment, health
expenditure

II. Special subjects: Psychiatric care, specific diseases, suicides,
hcmicides, ete.

World Health Statistics Annual:

Vol. I, 1970 Vital statistics and causes of death
I1, 1970 Infectious diseases: cases, deaths and vaccinations
IIT, 1970 Health persconnel and hospital establishments

66. WHO has been operating an information service since 1950 to help countries
keep abreast of new developments in health statistics. Over 300 documents on
naticnal and international work in this field have been issued; in 1973, the

emphasis was on health manpower statistics, assistance to countries in the planning

and operation of national health information systems, cogt-effectiveness studies.
Pericdic summaries on country activities in the field of vital and health

statistics, and annual reports on WHO statistical activities are issued in the
WHO/HS,/NAT.COM, series.

V. INTERNATIOWAL MONETARY FUND (IMF)

A, PBureau of Statistics

€7, During 1973%-19T74%, the Bureau of Statigtics continued to collect and process
o growing body of statistics relevant to the world's menetary and payments
problems; to release these in the monthly issues of International Financial
Statistics (IFS) and Direction of Trade (DOT) and their annual Supplements; and
to make them available in various other forms. The Bureau continued 1ts efforts
in rationalizing the means of assembling data, in normalizing the conceptual
basis of compiling internationally comparable statistics and in broadening the
range of thelr dissemination.

68. A4As regards data collection, the number of time series assembled directly

from national sources increased sizably in topical and country coverage. Data
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collected for new member countries were used or are in the process of being used
in the establishment of new country pages in IFS. Additional data collected for
old member countries resulted, in many cases, in either enlarging the dats bage
or revising data sections to conform to standard concepts. Use of computer-
generated report forms for general statistics hag improved the accuracy and
currentness of such data in TS, and it is intended to extend the report form
system to cover all financial statistics cother than those provided in printed
talance-sheet Torm. Within recent months, the Bureau has explored with several
member countries the feasibility of data tape receipt as a practical means of
data collection and direct entry in the Bureau's Data Fund. Direct tape exchange
between data banks is believed to further increase accuracy, currentness and
coverage by eliminating transcription, keypunch and other transmission errors.
Tape receipt also facilitates control over time-series history and reduces staflf
resources. MNatlcnal data are now being communicated in machine-readable FTorm
for direct entry into the Data Fund from six different scurces.

69, At the data processing and storage level, the existing computer routines to
combine and transform national source update materials into internationally
comparable publication and other user data have been further refined for efficiency
and cost. Unit cost of maintenance and calculation of time series for IFS and
other requests was reduced by about 50 per cent, These and cther improvements
allowed the Bureau to add to the Data Fund all balance-of-payments data for the
Balance of Paymenis Yearbook and numerous files for internal use, Likswise,
large-scale calculation routines were used to introduce some flexibility intc the
Bureau's publication programme. For example, the 1972 Supplement to INS carries
a broad spectrum of world tables on international reserves, trade, prices, money,
national accounts and ratics thereof, and the monthly issues of DOT have been
made to inciude, from time to time, world tables on transformations of trade dats
such as the percentage distribution of trade, its change over short and longer
pericds and the trade share of major countries in partner countries' trade,

TO. At the cutput end, the publicgtion programme has developed in several new
dimensions. Tape subscription to the Bureau's Data Fund files was established
for IFS and DCT and later extended to the Balance of Pavments Yearbook, and the
number of subscribers has markedly incregsed. Major work was done to improve the
producticn of the book version of IFS which the Bureau plans to produce in
separate English, French and Spanish editicns by photocomposition directly from
Data ¥und tapes. The application of such techniques was first demonstrated by
the publicaticn of the 1973 Supplement to ITS. Fhotcecomposgition of the monthly
issues of IFS will include equation—generated notes, i.e., the notes will he
generated from the equations from which the data are calculated. Through current
updates to the data files, the associated note files are autmmaticslly kept in
balance with the datg files. It is expected that the use of photoccmposition
techniques for IFS will add further to its accuracy and currentness, and the
flexibility of the publication programme. The Bureau believes that direct data-
bank-to-data-bank communicztion carries statistical reporting to its proper
conclusion and that direct data~bank-~to-photocomposition ¢communication carries
publicatidn to its proper conclusion,
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7l. A4bout one third of the time of the Bureau's econcmist staff is occupied by
its technical assistance programme, The Bureau has continued to provide technical
sesighance in statistics to member countries under the general programme for
esteblishment or improvement of central bank bulletins and in separate staff
missions. In both forms of assistance, emphasis has been given to the development
and inelusion in bulleting of financial and general statistics, prepared in
accordance with classification and definitional standards that help to make such

dats useful for monetary authorities and others concerned with the monetary
and payments problem.

T2. During 19735-1974%, the programme covered 25 countries. The Bureau helped to
inaugurate new central bank bulletins in five countries in 1973 and, at the end
of 1973, work was well advanced on the establishment of statistical bulletins in
seven other countries. Since technical assistance began in this field five years
ago, the Bureau has helped to establish 18 central bank bulletins and to bring
sbout substantial improvements in many others.

75. 1In separate short~term staff missions, the Bureau during this period assisted
three countries in financial statistics and conducted a stetistical semlnar for
officials and technicians in Central Africa. The over-all technical work covered
56 countries, of which 16 countries were in latin America, 11 in ihe Middle East,
12 in Asia, 14 in Africa and 3 in Europe.

74, Ancther area of aetivity to which the Buresu attaches importance relstes to
government finance statistics. For over twenty years, IMF has been compiling
government finance statistics for member countries, using such data in scme detall
in its consultation reports and publishing aggregate data in IFS, In 1972, LMF
launched & comprehensive programme in disaggregated government finance statistics
with a view to developing, compiling and publishing comparable statistics for all
member countries. 'This programme has thus far proceeded by carrying out further
study at headquarters of government finance statistics for particular countries,
exvanding the number of countries for which aggregate data appear in IS, fielding
o number of missions to discuss and undertake the compilation of disageregated
data in selected countries, and working closely with the Organisation for Eeonomic
Co-operation and Development (OECD) to co-ordinate work on clagsification and data
collection of revenue and expenditure. In addition, a draft manual on government
finance statistics has been prepared as a guide to the compilation of data by IMF
and the International Bank for Reconstruction and Develcpment (IBRD) migsions and
iy country correspondents for publication in IF3. This draft manual has been
discussed within IME and with IBRD and a revised draft manual has been sent to
countries for comment and as a guide for the completion of a guestionnaire on
goverrment Tinance statistics which will soon be issued., The manual wlll Dbe
retained in draft form pending comments frem and discussions with countries and
international agencies.

75. All data processing work of the Bureau is done on a BATCO Burroughs computer,
which recently replaced an older-model Burroughs. The new equipment includes

over 1 billion bytes of core storage, 12 tape units, approximately 800 million
hytes of dilsc storage, 3 printers, a card reader, snd 2 remote job entry stations.
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Improvements are under way to consolidete existing data files, provide linkages
between programme steps and substitute randem use of disc files For current serial
tape processing.

B. Balance of Payments Divigion

1. Revigion of Balance of Payments Manual

76, During the 1972 Balance of Payments Seminar, practical and conceptual problems
of' balance-of-payments compilation and reporting were discussed in the context of
the revision of the Balance of Payments Manual. The discussions led to the
publication of a "Supplement to Third Edition of the Manual", an interim document
that slightly modifies the formal requirements for reporting balance-of-payments
statistics. Tt codifies the changes that had been adopted earlier and that had
been publicized by such devices as amendments to the reporting forms and their
instructions and explanations in the introduction to successive volumes of the
Balance of Payments Yearbook. At the same time, however, the "Supplement"
contains a few further amendments which seemed timely to introduce.

77. At the seminar, a general plan for continuing consultation with natiocnal
compilers during the preparation of a new Manual was proposed by IMF and accepted
by the participants. Consequently, a detailed plan for the preparation of the
new Manual was developed., This plan provided, zs a central Teature, for cbtaining
the services of z small group of national compilers to serve as part—time
consultants on =211 aspects of the new Manual.

78. In its initial meeting, this group reviewed the recommendations that had
energed from the seminar and ceonsidered in some detail how they could be carried
out. In addition, that meeting set up the working groups cn problems of recording
merchandise and private capital that were envisaged as part of the programme.

79. Participants in the first meetings of the working groups had before them some
25 background papers dezaling with most of the difficult or controversial aspects
of the recording of merchandise and private capital, including the results of the
survey conducted by IMF on national practices and peferences in the field of
merchandise statistics. On the basis of this material, the merchandise group

was able to reach almost complete agreement, with the exception of a few points
that were left for further study. The private capital group also took a number

of basic decisions but was not in a position at that time to make final
recommendations on all issues.

80. TFor the second meetings of the working groups, the findings of a detailed
survey on direct investment methodology were avsilsble. This sample survey, to
which a cross-section of national compilers had been asked to respond, provided
coneiderable insight as to the guidelines and practices that should be reccmmended
in the Manual's section on direct investment. In addition, the groups reached firm
conclusions on the pending issues regarding private capital other than direct
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investment; they considered first drafts for various secticns of the Manual; they
settled most of the remaining questions concerning classification and presentation;
and they reviewed and firmed up the understandings previously reached about the
outline of the Manual and the principles that should guide the drafting of the
remaining sections, inecluding those on the conceptual framework.

2. Computerization

81, IMF hae stored on magnetic tape 65 categories of standardized balance-of-
payments series for each of more than 100 countries. For most countries, annual
date are availsble for 1965 and later years; for 2 countries, quarterly data are
available from the beginning of 1970. The seriles arc expressed in millions of

SDRs (Special Drawing Rights), but conversion factors to facilitate conversion or
reconversion into national currencies are included in the tape when feasible,

The series are updated regularly and are being made availabie te the public through
tape subscriptions.

3. Statigtical training

82. During the pericd August 1972-August 197k, three intensive coursges on balance-
of-payments methodology, two in English and cne in French, were held at IMF
headquarters. Such courses are regularly scheduled to provide eight weeks of
training to spproximately 25 participants at a time,

VI. GENERAL AGREEMENT ON TARIFTS AND TRADE (GATT)

A, Tariff and trade data base

8%, The base covers, so far, 19 developed countries and is designed to supply
bagsic and up-to-date documentation reguired in tariff negotiations. The custcms
tariff data included in the base were updated to 197% and import stetistics are
at present being brought up to 1972. The dats are collected from naticnal
authorities., From this documentation, a series of analytical tables was produced
in order to enable both developed and developing Contracting Parties to carry out
an assessment of the various techniques and modalities envisaged in the multilateral
trade negotiations. Copies of the basic files are currently made avalilable to
participating governments. Summarized statistics (four volumes) were published

in 197%.

84, An expansion of the data base to incorporate production and consunption
statistics wes considered by a working party. The Secretariat has produced for
this purpose a pilot study considering the statistics at present available and

the problems which would be encountered in correlating production and foreign
trade statistice in the detail of the customs tarif? clagsification., On the

basis of the paper, the working party agreed to leave aside the project until a
higher degree of comparability 1is achieved between producticn and trade statistics.
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B, Statistics on textiles

85. GQuarterly statistics on production and trade in cotton textiles reguired
under the Long-Term Arrangement on Cotton Textiles were collected regularly and
circulated to participating governments until 1973, A new scheme covering
textiles and c¢lothing of all fibres is under consideration by a special group
of the Textiles Committee, and the collection of the relevant statistics is
expected to be resumed shortly.

C. Statistics on world trade

86. Statistics on international trade and related subjects required for the
analysis of world trade in 1972 and in 1973 were collected and published in the
annhual GATT publicaticn., These statistics are in genersl based on compllations
by the United Nations Statistical Office and specialized agencies (mainly IMF and
FAO) and the OECD, as well as on naticnal statistical publications.

D. Statistical ccmpilationg reguired by various committees
of the Contracting Parties

i

87. The compilation of statistics or background documentation for studies on
current problems in the field of commercial policy, which the Contracting Parties
or their subsidiary bodles require, has accounted for a significant part of the

statistical work of the Secretariat. In genersl, such documentation covers various
fields of world preduction and trade and is, as far as possible, based on published

statistics, The compilations recently prepared concerned textiles, tropical
products, various temperate zone agriculbural commodities, and fuels.
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