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Li At its seventeenth session, the Statistical Commission heard a progress
report on the work of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) on its draft International Standard Classification of
Education (ISCED) "with special reference to measures taken to ensure co-ordina-
tion with related statistical classifications and programmes within the United
Nations system". 1/ With that in view, the Commission decided to include ISCED
on the provisional agenda of its eighteenth session. g/

I. INTERNATIONAL STANDARD CLASSIFICATION OF OCCUPATIONS (ISCO)

2. ISCED's most closely associated clasgification system in the manpower field
is the International Standard Classification of Occupations (ISCO), prepared by
the International Labour Office. Each statistical classification is, of course,
an independent system useful in its own right. ISCO, for example, being a
classificatlon of occupations, is based upon occupational criteria, principally
the kind of work performed in each occupation, irrespective of the industry in
which the work is performed or of the educational gqualifications of the indivi-
duals in an occupation. ISCED, being a classification of education, has been
developed on educational criteria, principally the level and content of fields
and programmes of study, irrespective of the occupational plans of those enrolled
in the constituent courses. At the game time, the two classifications are re-
lated in the sense that many educational programmes have a vocational or occupa-
tional emphasis. The majority of the individuals involved in the education
process either will move on to employment or are already employed. Thus, =2 -

l/ Offiéial Records of the Economic and Social Council, Fifty-fourth
Session, Supplement No. 2, para. 13.
g/ Ibid., para. 22(3)-
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