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1. This report covers the work of the Q

e sixbeenth (October 1970) session of Iéﬁitgg mﬁ:ggi.St;:m:icaltorﬂce since

information for the use of the Commission; no action is expeIc)te:egfst:aciésrc\&md

The following <:Jlocuments,bei_‘o‘re the Commission at its seventeenth aesslg Omts:lon.

supplementary information on the work of the Office: E/CN.3/422 (elect?o :?2 aln

data processing and data banks), E/CN.3/423 (statistical requirements of the

Second United Nations Development. Decade), E/CN.j/l;eh and E/5059 (technical

aSSiStan9e)5 E/CN.3/425 (system of statistics of the distribution of income

consumption and accumulation), E/CN.3/427 (system of price and quantity statistics)

£/cN.3/428 (collection and compilation of price and quantity statistics) '

E/CN.3/429 (Standard International Trade Classification, Rev. 2), E/cn.ﬂu}o

(statistics of the distributive trades and services), E/CN.3/L32 (system of

demographic and social statistics), E/CN.3/U34 (international migration statistics),

E/CN.3/4%5 (internal migration statistics), E/CN.3/439 (publications of statistlcs).

' I. DEVELOPMENT STATISTICS AND CO-CRDINATION SECTION

A. Co¥ordihated and integréted statistical progracces

2. The major portion of the work of the section involves the promotion of a
co-ordinated and integrated statistical programme for the United Nations syatem
in order to contribute to the efficiéncy of national statistical systems in both
developing and developed countries and to ensure the effective use of rescurces
at the international level, particularly in the context of the policy measures
and objectives of the Second United Nations Development Decade. Over one third
of .the section's resources were devoted to thiese programmes, including the
preparation of documentation for and servicing the sessions of the Administrative

Committee on Co-ordination's Sub-Committee on Statistical Ac?izitiiapnnd the .
Statisti iasion’ i up on International Statistical Prograzme
atistical Commission's Working Group 1973-1977" (E/Cl.3/b21)

and Co-ordination. "International,statistical programmes, Lioha
is before the Commission. Work continued, in co-operation with the specia Z:i
agencies, on the Directory of International Statistics, including the preparation

of a comprehensive list of international statist:!.cal serlies.

f‘our—‘ or five-year scheme of technical assistance

¥
in statistics provided by the United Nations systexg, as proposed in19‘§‘ccsgi§:1“
assistance programmes of the United Nations systen" (E/5099, para. LJ),

before the Commission with E/CNJ/MQI“"

3. Vork began on an integrated

B. Co-ordinated and integrated data banks of economic and
social statistics

d and integrated data tanks of
der to im;rove the interchange and Jol¥t uge
te deficiencies and the duplication o -
on International Statistical Prograzz
information on these data
definitions "would be of

4. Work has been done to promote co-ordinat

economic and social statistics in or
of these types of data and to elimina
effort, The' Commission's Working GroupP ¢
and Co-ordination felt that a detailed inventory ©

banks with respect to concepts, classifications and
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considerable value to the Statistical Commission in the work on Co;Ordinétié )
of the statistical activities of the United Nations family" (E/CN.3/L19 par: '
Furthermore, it would provide information on available data to potentiai. userSEI).
of stored data. To meet these and other goals, a questionnaire on data baseg
of economic and social statistics was prepared and work on the inventory of
international data banks began during the period under review. Document E/CN 3/h
entitled "Electronic data processing and data banks", is before the Commissioz.l. %
C. Statistical programmes for monitoring, appraising and diagnosing

economic and social progress during the Second United Nations -

. Development Decade

5. The General Assembly, in resolution 2626 (XXV), para. (79), indicated that

' "aAppropriate arrangements are necessary to keep under systematic scrutiny the
progress towards achieving the goals and .objectives of the Decade - to identify
shortfalls in their achievement and the factors which account for them". A new
concerted programme in statistics (Development Statistics Project) was instituted

 involving the compilation and publication, in 1973, of the relevant series of
data within a framework designed to meet the statistical requirements of the -
Decade.  The report entitled "Required statistics and methods and priorities
of collection" (E/CN.3/423) is before the Commission. -

1

6.  Existing gaps in international statistical standards and guidelines will

be identified and countries will be assisted in collecting, compiling and - reporting
internationally comparable data on as current a basis as feasible through
seminars, workshops and regional and interregional advisers. A proposal for
holding an interregional seminar on statistical organization in co-operation
with interested specialized agencies and with financial assistance from the
United Nations Development Programme, as requested by the Commission at its
sixteenth session, is currently being circulated among several developi'ng‘countrles-
The seminar, proposed for 1973, would bring together the chief statisticians of
the developing nations in order to apprise them of the statistical requirenents
of the Second United Nations Development Decade and assist them in strengthenlng

~ their statistical services to meet the new requirements of the 1970s.

D. International Comparison Project (ICP)

7. - This project of the Statistical Office of the United Nations, carried ?ug
in co-operation with the University of Pennsylvania, is intended to qevelopi

" apply methods for the international comparison of national product, income ¢
expenditure aggregates and the purchasing power of currencies in order to vrison
produce comparable valuations for such aggregates. The Tnternational Comp?_oped

" Project continued during the period under review, and the methodology deve'Ve
during the first years of the comparison have been applied in order to arrxlmtries

- at purchasing power equivalents for 10 selected currencies. Additional €0
‘have agreed to participate in the next round of comparisons.
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} II’. f:‘ NATTONAL ACCOUNTS, FINANCE AND PRICESv BRANCH

| A " The System 'of National Accounts (sma)

8. Since the ACorflmlsslon',S §}x’§een’?h session, considerable attenticn has been
devoted to promoting and assisting in the introduction of the revised SNA in

the national accounting of countries with market economies. Technical assistance
experts in natic;n_alvacco‘unting - regional advisers in Africa, Asla and Latin
America and experts stationed in selected African and Latin American countries -
have concentrated on helping countries, on request, to use the system as a basis
for their national accounting and for improving their basic economic statistics.
For the same purposes, training courses have been held in Africa and Central
America and working groups have been convened in Africa and Asia. These working
groups are part of a series of annual meetings which are to go through the SMA
systematically. A similar series of annual meetings are proposed for Latin
America. For Africa and Asia,: thé annual.working groups may be interrupted

for lack of funds. Meetings will probably not be convened during 1972. African,
Asian and Latin American statisticians and economists have also met to discuss
the ways in which the revised SNA might be used in planning, assessing and

' analysing economic and social development.

9. The technical papers prepared for ,thﬁ aforementioned meetings were largely

drawn from drafts of manuals on the SNA as a whole and on the public sector in
the SNA. These handbooks, as well as a technical manual on input-output tables

and analyses, are near completion.’ -.

¢h use the revised SNA has

10. Th ' ’ " t-'eébﬁom countries whi
e number of marie y Gixteen countries - six of thes

increased steadily during the last two years.
developing - used the new system in reporting data in the 971 Nationﬁl I;:“:Qza
Questionnaire. Since additional countries have been engaged intigt!;o:cthg
revised SNA, a greater amount of reporting based on it 1{; expecte
1972 questionnaire. * . - - . o ’ .
S ti
11. In order to simplify the international rel.aortinz Oih:agigggéizcgt::m:?cs
data, the Statistical Office of the United Nations £ : Economic Co-operation
and National Accounts Division of the Organ%sation or estionnaires. This goal
and Development (OECD) have striven to use identical unuestionnaire tables and
has been shtmined in the  joint 1972 National Accounts

instructions. .
‘ L o ) the definitions

12, Work has been carried forward duripg t?‘e"iasgu:ﬁox{c:xofxgts'of the reviged

and classifications of the bala_nce-s.heet agdtrg‘{zs.

SNA and the connected standard accounts &n a



" B. _The Systen 6F Material Product Balances (MPS)
o " and links between MPS and SNA

13. The study eﬁitled Basic Principles of the System of Balances of the
National Economy=/ was published in English, French, Russian and Spanish. - N
and circulated to all national statistical offices and interested intérnational
_agencies. The work on a technical publication concerning the conceptual
relationships and links petween MPS and SNA is almost completed. Thi's'pubiica.
" tion includes examples of the conversion of data from one system to the other,
 The shift from SNA to MPS is illustrated far Japan, the United Kingdom of Grea
Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of America. The conversion
of MPS data to SNA data is shown for Hungary and Yugoslavia. The extensive
‘co-operation of thege countries in furnishing special tabulations of data made
- possible the preparation of the illustrations. g

C. Statistics of the distribution of incone,
consumption and accumulation

. 1. The final-text of the draft international guidelines for a system of
‘statistics of the distribution of income, consumption and accumulation that is
complementary to the national accounts and balances was prepared . (E/CN.3/425).
Tt was based on comments gathered on the earlier text of the proposed system

~ (E/CN.3/400) and on further research into national practices. Document = -

. E/CN.3/425 has been considered by a working party of the Conference of European
‘Statisticians and by the Expert Group on Statistics of the Distribution.of

- Income, Consumption and Accumulation at its second session. The discussions
and conclusions of the latter meeting are set out in E/CN.3/426. Documents

 E/cN.3/425 and E/CN.3/426 are before the Commission; it 1s noped that the .-

 Commission will be in a position to adopt international guidelines for income

- distribution and related statistics. '

“15. In addition to E/CN.3/L425, the work that the Commission at its sixteenth

_-session reque sted on the comparative study of national practices in stat}étl“
" of the distribution of income, consumption and accumulation has been 9alﬁrled

forward. The manuscript of this study is almost finished. :

D. Statistics of prices and quantities -
16. 'VA system of price and quantity statistics" (E/cN.3/427) and "The .
collection and compilation of price and quantity statistics” (E/CNJ/LLEB)’thered
which are before the Commission, were prepared in the light of comments gi"dnal
~ on the preceding texts of these documents and of further research into B8 l ‘
=“fpractices. . The Commission at its sixteenth session and meetings in Afrlca:)f
Asia, Latin America and Europe discussed the preceding versions. A Sj?udssr"
.. national practices concerns the concepts, definitions and classificatlon=

_ jes 1B
sources of data, and methods of collection and compilation used bb.f ’Counzzant—
series of traditional index numbers of prices and quantities and 1n con=u™ 3 ot

o . : : ize
. price national accounting. The results of the study are now belng 0f€?ﬁ?,
" ~analytical tables. - L AR S

_l_/ ~United Nations ‘pﬁblicatiqn,. Sales No.- E.7L.XVII.1O.
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E. A system of ’demdgfgphic and social statistics

17. Two documents on'a system of demographic an

and E/CN.3/432 (the latter is before tﬁe gommiss(ilofsciaie::a:::ggad;rsgészﬁ:'u9
last two years, and the first extensive round of consultations with national
statistical authorities was completed. During the consultations ST/S‘I‘AT L9

was the subject of discussion at meetings in Africa, Asia and E\x;‘ope and c;t
detailed written comments from national statistical offices throughout the world
and from interested internatlional bodies. In accordance with the request of

the Commission at its sixteenth session; the document deals with the ccncepts,
scope, basic series and. classifications, and social indicators of a system of
demographic and social statistics. . Document E/CN.3/M52, vwhich concerns the
framework, accounts and techniques of analysis of the system, in addition to the
aspects covered in ST/STAT.A9‘, was prepared in the light of the comments gathered
_on the latter paper and on E/CN.3/304 which wus elsc the subject of discussicrs
du’ringl"the last two years... B CH.5/391+ had covered sbout the same grount ns does
E/CN.3/432 and had been considered by the Comrission at its sixteenth session nrd
by working groups in Africa, .Asia and Europe.

18. As the Commission requested at its sixteenth session, work was undertaken,
with the assistance of an' expert, on the character, concepts and content of

a system of demographi'c‘and social statistics appropriate to the circumstances
~and problems of the deireloping countries. It has not yet reached the stage

where a paper can be issued.

Pl Cléésificé’tioh of all1 goods and services

n, comments have been gathered on
Classification of All Goods and
sidered at meetings in Asia and

19. Since the Commission's sixteenth se§sio
the "Draft International Standard Commodity

Services" (ST/STAT.47). This paper was con
Europe' and coémented on in detall by national statistical offices throughout

e
the world and by interested international organizations. A second draft of th

; : . sed
classification is being prepared in the light of those comments. The Propo

‘ : : 1g and services
classification is based on the principle of classifying go;:enta {n vhich they

according to the industrial classification of the establis

are characteristically produced. - ‘ ng/
- ' al Origlin

20. A revised text of the Classification of Commodiﬁiz ga;t:r;::s:;i T

was issued -in 1971. This publication sets out the K nal Standard Industrial

(four-digit classes) of the latest text of the in:}el:n:ub;rouw ~d te=s —

Classification of All Economic Activities 3/ en e opal Trade Clacsl:

(four- and five-digit c;ategorieS) of the Standard Interna

fication, Revised. 4/

. LWL
2/ United Nations publication, Sales No.: E@;{ XVII.8
é/ United Nations publicé.tion, Sales NO.: Z x\-'n p
] .3 O1.XVELTe
4/ United Nations publication, Sales 10

-
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 III. SPECIAL PROJECTS SECTION

. o A.. National accounts data

'21. National accounts data have been collected from approximately 140

~ countries through questionnaires and other sources. These were processed on

" the computer at the United Nations and stored on magnetic tape. This tape hag
increasingly become the main source of basic national accounts data foranyone

- interested in undertaking analyses for a large number of countries, for which
such data are available. A number of units of the United Nations, some. )
specialized agencies and other international organizations have depended heavily
on the data contained in this tape. : , S

05,  The Statistical Office continued its publication programme in the field
of national accounts. The Yearbook of National Accounts Statistics, 1970, in
press, will be the first issue containing data according to the revised Systen
of National Accounts (SNA).I Tt shows data for about 14O countries. In volurﬁe‘I,
_ country estimates are shown in terms of both the former SNA and the present SN,
' generally for the years 1960-1969 (former SNA) and 19683-1969 (present SMA), -
In volume II, the formats of two tables, (1) the finance of gross accumulation
~and (2) saving as percentage of disposable income and by percentage distribution
by sector, have been shown to accord with the present SNA. Also, the countries
_with centrally planned economies received a Material Balances Questionnaire
for the first time; this questionnaire requests more items of data than provided
‘heretofore by this group of countries. Since both the SNA questionnaire and
MPS questionnaire request many more tables than did the former questionnaire,
the 1970 edition of the Yearbook shows an increase of 333 pages over the 1969
edition. -

23. These changes in the Yearbook of National Accounts Statistics have alS?
been introduced in the other Statistical Office publications which carry.n"ltlonall
accounts tables, namely, the Monthly Bulletin of Statistics, the _S_ligjﬁ,iﬁi?}fﬂ
Yearbook and the forthcoming Yearbook of Housing Statistics as well as 1Y the
I10 Yearbook of ILabour Statistics.

" ol.  The Office continued to publish the public finance chapter in thég £ in the
Statistical Yearbook. It covered 75 countries in the 1970 edition and 201
1971 edition. ' : B T

25. Further work on national accounts data involved the <ilevelopme{fG -o? inter
"polation models and the programming of them on the computer for estlmat%nngrom
‘missing national accounts series. Approximately 6,0C0 printouts resultlngaata
these series were prepared, containing manipulations of national accoundS :

such as growth rates, ratios, implicit price deflators and other relatethe\ 1
computations. These are unpublished data, primarily intended to serVeh United
various users of national accounts data such as the various unitsxof')G €
Nations, the specialized agencies and other international organizatlons'
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o6. With the growing. tendency among t i /

2 rmational Sgencies to ,useystatiiti}clz zzl‘zsbzgi:hgol!{nig:ld Hations and other
other decisions, the Statistical Office has provided subzt x{:istrauve and
servicing for the General Assembly, the Office of the Secrl:;x veC:tau“:i“l
Committee on Contributions, the Office of the Controller th:n&nnera}, e

the Department of Political and Security Council Affairs’ the Unlzzdoll {:raomel,
conference on Trade and Development, the United Nations industrial Deve?.opzcmt,
Organization, the United Nations Development Programme and a number of ’
gpecialized agencies. For example, for the work of the Committee on Contributions
the Statistical Office in 1971 and 1972 provided for each Mecber State national '
accounts data, population esfcimates , exchange rates, prices and data on the
servicing and amortization of the external debt. Examples of other tasks
performed by the Office since October 1970 include: (a) the preparation of

2 "Study of the nature of the increase in the level of expenditure in the

United Nations regular budget” (/C.5/1307), a document submitted to the General
Assembly at its twenty-fifth session, and (b) the preparation of statistical
material on gross. domestic product, capital formation, military expenditure,

and expenditure on education and health and on persons in the armed forces, for
inclusion in the report of the Group of Consultant Experts on the Economic and
Sooial Consequences of the Arms Race and Military Expenditures (/3469 /Rev 1)

' B. Sampling

27. Two publications were 1ssued since the 1ast session of the Commisgsion.

23. The first, A Short Manual on Sampling, Vol. I Elements of Sample Survey
Theory, _5_/ is a revision of the first edition, published in 1961, This revisicn
fook into account a number of the important advances in the field of nazpling,

! i i : ling processes were
articularly for economic and social surveys. Ten new samp
. e ¢ The 10 new processes relate

added to the 22 included in the first edition.

to sampling for proportion and percentage, sample size estix;mtior;éczgsi::t.:zn

of gain due to stratification, ratio and regression estimzla:t (t).nrpannpung o il
stratified random sampling, estimation c.>f proportion inc :ze;utic.snmpli o
probability without replacement in nultistage sampling, s¥ cantle 0rp M eors
ratio estimation in multiphase sampling and the optimxé: Bzggitignnl ction a2
non-respondents- in mail inquiries. Althoug fed :n.h e to e ancing
was previously known to sampling experts, it was adde chices e alre e Ltutes
the usefulness of the Manual to national stati\stical offices,

and univers ities.

‘ rort, Man g8 for
. She i 1. TI, Computer Progrosres
29. The second, ‘A Short Manual on Sampling Vo.e L rien T

ry ] - th
Sample Designs, 6/ was written to facj-'ntgtf;‘elarge apounts of data. The publica-

techniques in volume I to the processing O ch of the processes
tion contains a set of FORTRAN T computer PrOBT Y M ose who have mot had euch
described in part II of volune I- This WJ.lltenaroce:’.s data collected fros
previous experience-in computer programming o P

sample inquiries more efficiently- _

, , . ;
5/ United Nations publication, -y
6/ United Nations publication ales No.:
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V. INDUSTRIAL STATISTICS SECTION

A. ' The 1973 World Programme of Industrial Statistics

30, Parts I and II of the final recommendations for the programme in Eﬁglish
)

French and Spanish, _7_/ were published during the period under review ang

' distributed to countries. Part III. Organization and Conduct of Industrial,:

" . Ceususes, was completed with the help of consultants, according to the -

Commission's recommendations, and is now in press. The most salient'addition

| to the previous draft of part III is the inclusion of an annex on practical

" sampling techniques in industrial censuses. :

" 31, A Working Group on the 1973 Basic Industrial Statistics, ofganized :by ECAFE

and the Statistical Office, was held at Bangkok in November 1971.

- B. The Growth of World Industry I

32, During 1971, the 1969 edition was published. 8/ Volume I included general
data up to 1968 on the industrial production of Tl countries, and volume II-
contained commodity detail up to 1969 on a maximum of 327 industrial commodities
for more than 160 countries. SR

; 33, Volumes I ahd II of the 1970 edition were also issued. Volume I included
general data up to 1969 on the industrial production of 82 countries, and -

" volume IT contained commodity detail up to 1970 on a maximum of 350 ipdustrial

commodities for more than 173 countries.

3. . Work on the 'ﬁreparation of a data bank (1963-1970) for countries ‘included
in volume I was initiated as a first step in the computerization of future
“editions of The Growth of World Industry. Towards the end of 1972, countries

' will be requested to examine and correct the estimates.

C, ‘Construction statistics

%5. " A duestionnaire on construction statistics was sent to countries I Vay

| 1972 in respect of the years 1963-1971. This first .questionnaire is ~

.experimental and was designed in the light of the international requirements

for annual construction statistics and the results of an inquiry carried out

© during the second half of 1971 concerning the data available pationally o

-

e

Z/ ~Recommendations for the 1973 Wo‘rld Programme of Industrial StatistlcS: ‘

T ‘Q/ The Growth of World Industry, 1969 Edition, Vol.I. Ge&w‘%ﬁ/

- Part I, General Industrial Objectives
Sales No.: E.Tl.XVIL.13); = N

' Part II, List of Selected Products and Materials, (United Nations'.
- publication, Sales No.: E.TL.XVII.16) ‘

(Tinited Nations publicaf:ion,,l_‘

]

jal

. Statistics,(United Nations publication, Sales No.: E/F.T1.XV1L: ga{esNW’
. Vol.IIl. Commodity Production Data, (United Nations publlcatlon’g o
‘ME571.XVII,7.)7 o - . ‘ ‘ ' :
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36, A new annual publication on éoﬁéﬂrﬁétién ‘
rirst issue to be released in 1973. o ; Svtatis’tics is planned, with the

D. DiStfib@fii%é—'férades and sveirvil.c'es statistics

37, At the request of the Commission, a draft revised

recomendations on statistics of the distributive ’crade:e::éogeﬁlzge:g:t;:g&;red
.nd is before the Commission (E/CN.3/430). In order to up-date the study cn g
national practices, countries had been requested to revise their entries in

amex B of E/CN.3/h07. . On the basis of some 50 replies received, an up-to-date
version of the annex was used as background information in the preparation of

the international recommendations. .- :

V. INTERNATIONAL TRADE STATISTICS CENTRE

A, Commodity Trade Statistics

%3, With the establishment of the International Computing Centre at Geneva in
1971, on which the Statistical Office 1is to rely for the processing of the

bulk of the data, a unit of eleven persoris(consisting of three professional
statisticians transferred. from Headquarters and eight locally recruited General
Service personne]_) was installed in Geneva to process Commodity Trade Statistics.
Because of the need to convert a large number of computer progracmcs originally
written for the IBM TOk4 computer -into new programnes suitable for the 1EM

in Geneva and to train newly recruited personnel, the routine output of
mechanically processed data was substantially delayed for many gonths, especially
during late 1971 and the beginning of 1972. The unit, however, 1o now in full
operation and the normal schedule of production has been resumed. The output

is expected to increase significantly as the staff, reinforced with a much larger

computer, becomes more proficient.

fadé f£lows by country for about 200 corcodities

B. World trade matrices showing t

39. While the data alvailablé ‘in long-time series, cgﬁilziagieghgriegxzr:ﬁ;xn&
trade flows betveen econouic reglord o aiyol comy aie fnoufficient In detall

. i nalysis
regarded as basic for general econom's B ofythe’economic perforrance of t

for meaningful‘evaluation' for instance, ecade.
developing countries durir’lg the Second United Natioﬁiegezglzﬁegzngre cach
other hand, the detailed statistics, regularly repoo countries, do not provide
year via magnetic tapes OF punched cards by 60 to T :

i1di network of trade flows for
oesuste CovereE IO tonmodt o comgzegﬁzsézgority of developing countries, a8

most of the i t commodities becad ve not teen sble
well as th: éﬁﬁiﬁﬁs with centrally planned economi;s‘; if'i;::: };:Ltable for

to send, or have sent with excessively long delays, im of furnishing the tasic
immediate machine processing. Theref?r?’ ong ot the review of
statistical information that will facilitate, 3:.'. 138. the Decade, the Centre has
trade performance of the developing countries ur

¢n the
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.‘fbeen making a serious effort, during the period under review, to compile /aiset
 of world trade matrices showing trade flows between any pair of countries, ope

" for each important commodity or commodity group. This involves, for each’

- country not reporting or.reporting late to the office via tapes or cards, tpe

. extraction from published sources, and/or compilation through research, of the -

_data indicating the direction of trade flows for each of the 177 Standard Inter-
national Trade Classification groups and a few important less aggregated commodity
headings. The data thus extracted or compiled will constitute inputs to the

_ computer operation which, together with the information reported regulariy by

- " individual countries, will produce a set of comprehensive trade matrices for - '

" gbout 200 commodity headings. It is planned that the data in the form of such

- matrices for 192-1970 will be published towards the end of 1972. :

C. Computerization

- LO. The compilation of the Yearbook of International Trade Statistics, which

" now covers annual data for 142 countries, has entailed massive hand extraction
~of national statistics during the past two decades. As the work of computerizing

the Yearbook is closely related to, or in fact may be considered a part of, the
compilation of the world trade matrices described in para. 39 above, much

_progress has been made during recent months. The 1970 Yearbook, which is to -

appear in 1972, will be primarily computer produced.

D. Price Movements of Basic Commodities in International Trade; 1950-19703/

41.. This publication was issued in 1972. It gives 31 annual price series in
index form, as well as quarterly data beginning 1954, which will be invaluable .
information for serious students of prices, especially in studies concerning
seasonality. ‘ : :

E. General revisioh of the Standard International Trade Classificatiop (SITC) .

42, Following the review by the Commission at its sixteenth session of .the
progress of work, the Centre made studies in depth on certain areas of the SIIC.
At the end of 1971, a draft revision of the SITC was completed and circulated

- to governments for comments. The second session of the Expert Group on th‘?
Second General Revision was convened (Headquarters, 5-9 June 1972) to consider

e . = : 2 /heQ,
. the draft revision together with the countries' comments. Document ﬁ/ CI"j/-ZC»Q*’
" which is before the Commission and contains the proposed draft SITC, Rev. o

is the result of the deliberations by the Expert Group. ro

/

2/ \Un’ited Nations publication,‘ Salés No.: E.T72.XVII.Z2
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F. External tradé statistics \anaiysed by mode of ¢y ansport

43, The Commission at\i’c\s" sixt’éériﬁh session recomme

The N nded that th

statistics by mode of transport should be continued and the pogsib:gzy ilﬁo&rl:de
pe explored g‘or the general . collection and processing of these statlst{cs
Following this recomepdation, the Centre took the following steps: .

44, In order to meet the pressing needs of the ocean transport industry, the
centre undertook a project of constructing a comprehensive analysis of trade
flows by volume on individual sea. lanes of the world for each of about 35
commodity groups under the headings of bulk dry, bulk liquid, general cargo
etc. While a few countries have been able to supply data for thelr trade
carried by sea, ‘this-project -had to rely mainly on the existing regular trade
statistics reported /by,governments' via tapes or cards. An elaborate systen of
adjustments by computer had to be devised in order to make the regular statistics
more suitable for ocean transport purposes. It is planned that, by the end
of 1972, the network of trade flows on world sea lanes in the form of matrices
for the period 1966-1968 will be completed. A similar network for 1969-19T1

will be prepared in 1975, . -

45. To investigate the possibility of the general collection of international
trade statistics by mode of . transport, the Centre sent letters to countries

in June 1971 asking governments whether they would be in a position to furnish
annual data basically at _the ‘three-digit SIIC group level. The responses have

been very favourable.. Counting the .countries which indicated an ability to

/ i ‘1 those which are known to be in @ position to
produce data of this type an be 10 & Foa to aend

furnish such data, there will be 46 countries that may.
information by mozie of transport beginning with the year 1973 or 19716;:“:210
représents a very promising‘situation because the trade of iheiﬁ sz‘;e of ocean
covers, in terms of the physical volume of commodity trade nentz o
transport, for instance, over g0 per cent of the global mzf':umstanccs it
merchandise carried by sea. Tn view of these f.‘avourabl: cnational trnac
appears desirable to begin the general collection of ix;ier and publication
statistics by mode of transport during 1974 for proce "
by the Centre. s .

vI. DEMOGRAPHIC AND SOCIAL STATISTICS BRANCH

o . the

o e peen published anpually in

Statistical YearbookK. Beginning in 1972, 1scue 18 no¥ in
be o rogular publication of the OFf1Ces the Tirst (197} 1y included

. han previous
Preparation and will contain much more detailed data than P
in the Statistical Yearbook.

ata has proceeded through the data

4T. The computerizafion of demographic d

for 197]_. o take at leﬂst one r.aticml

‘ st
inued to encourage countrie g decade. The

e e Office has contnal nousing census during each censu

population and one natio
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. .success of 4this effort in relation to the 1970 census decade cannot be mesg
~ completely until the end of the. decade, in 1974, but if countries are able ltlred
~ "achieve their stated intentions, the 1970 round of censuses will cover more °
countries and a greater proportion of the world's population than ever befope,
Tt is anticipated that some 2,725 million persons, about 75 per cent of the '
world!'s total, will have been enumerated by the end of 197k, in contrast. with
" the 2,179 million, constituting some 68 per cent of the world's total,
~ enumerated during the 1960 round of censuses.

L9, Part VI, Sampling in Connexion with Population and Housing Censuses,lQ/ .
of the Handbook of Population and Housing Census Methods was issued in 1971
. Part IV, survey of Population and Housing Census Experience, 1955-196k4, and
Part V, Methods of Evaluating Population and Housing Census Results, will be
completed in 1972. Part III, Topics and Tabulations for Housing Censuses, ’11/
had been issued in 1970. There will be seven parts in all in the Handbook.

50. The Office has continued to encourage the establishment or improvement
of systems for the collection of vital statistics. The final text of the -
' Principles and Recommendations for a Vital Statistics System, (E/CN.3/41l and
annex), epproved by the Commission at its sixteenth session, will be ready for
. reproduction by about August 1972. . : S S

- 51. Recommendations for the improvement of international migration statistics
and of internal migration statistics were drafted; these are before the
Commission in E/CN.3/434 and E/CN.3/435. '

. 52. The staff has continued to give lectures at the training courses on census

° methodology regularly given to overseas fellows by the United States Bureau of
the Census. : C

- .5%. The provision of substantive support for technical co-operation in the‘\
field of population and housing censuses has greatly increased since the-
Commission's sixteenth session, so much so, in fact, that other activities ’havlel
had to be postponed to permit staff to work on this. Census programues in bot

' Africa and Latin America, financed by the United Nations Fund for Population o

" Activities (UNFPA), have received particular emphasis. One professional Off?ie
was added to the staff in March 1972 in support of these actbivities. FPlans %as-
"under way for similar activities in the Middle East and in Asia and the Far

' 10/ ' United Nations publication,v Sales No.: E.T0.XVII.9.
11/ United Nations publication, Sales No.: E.TO.XVII.6.
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~COST OF LIVING SECTION

sk, The Statistiéai Office has _ébntinuéd to provide substantive st

‘i nd 1] : atisti
servicing for the interagency Expert Committee on Post Adjustment est.abl‘i::t,;ed
by the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination for the purpose ::t preserving

equivalent standards of -living at-the various duty stations where international
civil servants are assigned. P _

55. Place-to-place studies were carried out in approximately 25 of the duty
stations each year;-these gtud:‘.es ‘involve collecting price and family expenditure
data, establishing weighting or’consumption patterns and computing the post-
adjustment indices.  Where no suitable local consumer price indices were
available - for about T5 cities' - time-to-time comparisons were made in order

to up-date the place-to-place-results based on current price data. For those
cities with suitable local indices, these were used in conjunction with the
appropriate United Nations -weighting pattern for each city.

56. In 1971, a revised Versi¢n- of -the publication Retail Price Comparisans for
International Salary Determination Lg/was issued, based on studies carried

out by the Statistical Branch of The International Labour Organization for
cities in Furope and by the Statistical office of the United Nations for cities
clsevhere in the world. It includes data on the basic survey (New York City) and
on surveys carried out in 76 other cities where United Nations offices are
located. The publication sets forth informetion on the methods used in the
calculations, as well as ‘some”of the retail price data upon which the comparisons

are based.

- ‘ . . . OXVII.9.
T2/ United Wations publication, Sales No.: E.T





