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INTRODUCTION 

1. The fourth session of the Statistical Commission's Working Group on 
International Statistical Programmes and Co-ordination took place from 
21 to 23 June 1972 at Geneva. 

2. J. Ripert (France) was elected Chairman, 

j. The agenda of the meeting was as follows: 

(1) Election of Chairman 
(2) Adoption of agenda 
(3) Publications of statistics 
(k) Technical assistance in statistics 
(5) Electronic data processing 
(6) International Statistical Programmes, 1973-1977 
(7) Date and place of the fifth session of the Working Group 
(8) Other business 

I. PUBLICATIONS OF STATISTICS 

U. The Working Group based its discussions of the recommendations of the 
"Report on recurrent publications of the United Nations by Robert M. Macy 
лГ the Joint Inspection Unit (jIU/REP/7l/8, hereafter called the JIU 
report), in respect of the publication, collection, processing and storage 
of statistics, mainly on document E/CN.3/^39* The document quoted the 
recommendations of the JIU report, coupled in each case with the pertinent 
background information and the comments of the Secretariat. The JIU report 
and "Recommendations of the Joint Inspection Unit concerning the 
statistical bulletins of the Economic Commission for Europe" (Conf.Eur.Stats/ 
312/Add.l), which was to be discussed by the Conference of European 
Statisticians at its twentieth plenary session, were also made available 
to the Working Group. 

The Working Group noted that Conf.Eur.Stats/312/Add.l complemented 
E/CN.3/U39 in that it dealt with the comments of the JIU report on the 
specialized statistical publications of the ECE. Document E/CN.3/^39 
included only a general discussion of the regional statistical publications. 
The Working Group attempted a very preliminary discussion of these 
publications. The regional statistical publications ought to be examined 
by the relevant regional conference of statisticians before the 
recommendations of the JIU report are considered by the Statistical 
Commission at its seventeenth session. 

6. The Working Group noted that the Economic and Social Council, scheduled 
to hold its fifty-third session 3 to 28 July 1972, would consider the JIU 
report and that the Council had requested that its subsidiary bodies transm 
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oSject°toettf РгёзайаиоГо^Цо^з S'theT "Т"6 °r°UP dW «* 

sssss:*¿sB=sl2^isS? ̂ ï?ss.er1£,«ï,îrssat 
ЖьЕ1Й4 to review the JIU retiort ТЪР и « т,- n should have the opportunity r^ásass-r. 

....«Î яп'^г» 
A. General considerations 

7. The Working Group had grave reservations about the recommendations 
made in the JIU report. The criteria used in the report were too 
restricted and were applied too rigidly. Disproportionate emphasis was 
given to reducing expenditures on the publication of statistics. Little 
or no attention was devoted to the obligation of the United Nations to 
satisfy the wide range of requirements for internationally comparable 
statistics, and the recommended criteria for the timeliness of the inter­
national publication of statistics were too strict and were'used without 
taking other important considerations into account. Contrary to the 
recommendations of the JIU report, the Working Group emphasized that 
duplication in the publication of series of data was required in order to 
disseminate the data widely for the convenient use of the statistical 
publications of the United Nations system. Otherwise, the users of these 
publications would often find it necessary to consult a number of different 
statistical publications in order to assemble the statistics they require. 
Furthermore, the costs of publishing statistics are small relative to the 
costs of gathering and processing the data. The Group agreed with the 
JIU report that any duplication that existed in the collection of statistics 
from Governments should be eliminated but considered that the means 
recommended in the report for ensuring this would create serious obstacles 
to the efficient collection of timely data. 

В. Publication of statistics 

8 The Working Group considered that a full-scale review of the «current 
statistical publications of the United Nations :as m the JIU report, should 
be undertaken from time to time. The demands for the international 
publication of statistics shifted as e^ooic^n,lierai cond^ons^ ^ 

ÎŒM become^obsolete ¡nd re^ireoenh oiBht arise for the issue 
of new series of data. 
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1. Criteria for the review 

q. The review of the statistical publications in the JIU report had not 
taken into account the changes in the requirements for internationally 
comparable statistics that had occurred in the past or that would take 
place in the foreseeable future. For example, the requirements of the 
Second United Nations Development Decade would give rise to requirements 
for the publication of new and more data. Nor had the report given adequate 
consideration to some of the important implications for the publications 
of the proposal that the United Nations should be the sole authoritative 
source of international statistics. The mail canvass that was undertaken 
of the recipients of selected statistical publications in order to determine 
the usefulness of the publications could not reveal many of the important 
uses to which the statistics were put. Wide dissemination of the statistics 
through the various publications of the United Nations was essential in 
order that they would be the useful authoritative source of international 
statistics, and expenditures on publications usually accounted for a very 
small proportion of the outlays required on statistical works. "Furthermore, 
account had to be taken in applying the criterion of timeliness to the 
publications of the circumstances in which the data were gathered and issued, 
the links between the quality and the timeliness of statistics and the 
purposes to be served by the data. 

10. Th e Working Group concluded that in reviewing the statistical 
publications, criteria for the requirements for and the uses of the data 
issued, for the timeliness and quality of the statistics, and for the costs 
of and the income from the publication in question should be balanced 
judiciously, in the light of the circumstances in each case. Methods of 
improving the speed and effectiveness with which the publications were 
distributed also had to be considered. The Group felt that for the purposes 
of discussing the JIU report, the Statistical Commission would find it \ 
useful to have a table listing each statistical publication, indicating its 
periodicity and timeliness, and summarizing its content, purposes and uses, 
circulation, income and costs. 

2. Timeliness and quality 

11. Di scussion next turned to the recommendation of the JIU report that 
data relating to a given month, quarter or year should be issued by the 
end of the immediately following month, quarter or year, respectively, and 
that if this were not possible, the publication in question should be issued 
less frequently, for example, quarterly instead of monthly or every two or 
three years instead of annually, or should even be dropped. 

The Working Group considered that while the criteria of timeliness 
recommended in the JIU report set worthy objectives, they were not realistic 
Goals in the case of the international publication of many series of data 
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n view of the dates at which a number of countries, in particular the 
statistically less-developed, were able to supply the information. While 
it was much more practicable to meet the recommended criteria of timelinL 
in the case of the national publication of statistics, though a number 
of countries had not yet met them, the international issue of the data 
necessarily lagged behind because of the time required for gathering 
processing and publishing the national series. The Group recommended that 
the timeliness of the various series in the United Nations statistical 
publications should be reviewed and that, where appropriate, ways should 
be investigated and efforts should be made to improve the situation. This 
should not be done at the expense of unwarranted reductions in the 
completeness or reliability of the series, and attention should be devoted 
to devising ways and means for transmitting data from national statistical 
authorities to the international statistical offices. 

13. The Group emphasized that the frequency with which a statistical 
publication was issued should not be reduced solely because the desired 
criteria of timeliness were not met. Nor should the publication be 
abandoned. These were counter-productive measures. Users of thé inter­
national publications wished to have data as up to date as could be 
issued. Less frequent issue of the publication would lengthen the lag 
between the time at which series were available and the time at which they 
were issued. 

3. The Monthly Bulletin of Statistics and the Statistical Yearbook 

lh. The Working Group stressed that it was essential to continue to issue 
a Monthly Bulletin of Statistics and an annual Statistical Yearbook. The 
Group considered that the Monthly Bulletin of Statistic^ and the 
Statistical Yearbook should be reviewed with a view to enhancing the conten,  
timeliness and rapidity of distribution of the publications. . 
recommended that a group of national experts should be convened in 1975 
this purpose. 

IS. The Monthly Bulletin ̂ Statistics was widely used in 
Nations family, in other international organizations, m the statistica 
and oïher agencies of Member States, in private business organizations, 
and in private research and other institutions, as a convenient sourc 
of the most up-to-date, internationally comparable monthly and annual 
data available on economic and social conditions. 

The Statistical Yearbook was used by a similarly wide au^e"oe as a 

Lcf '.ГЕÎ' 7b? results of a user survey carried out for №e JIB ^Po^as audieIKe. 

According'to ïï 
Bulletin ofstaSstic/was^er; uldely used. The number of copies soid о 
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each publication was large. The Statistical Yearbook was the only 
publication of the United Nations for which the income from sales 
significantly exceeded the costs of printing and binding. 

17. If the JIU recommendations were followed that the Bulletin should be 
issued quarterly and that annual data should be shown in only one issue 
each year in order to reduce costs, not only-would the usefulness of the 
Bulletin be markedly reduced, but also the costs of publishing it would rot 
be significantly cut. Users of the publication would not have the latest 
available data that they urgently require and they would be unable to 
discern conveniently trends in, or the significance of, the monthly series 
shown because annual data would not be given. The costs of gathering, 
checking and preparing the series of data for publication would probably 
not be reduced and the costs of printing the publication would not be cut 
by one-third. 

16. If the recommendation of the JIU report that the Statistical Yearbook 
should be issued once every two or three years were followed, the value 
of that publication would be markedly reduced. The lag between the 
time when annual series of data became available and the time when the 
statistics were issued, would be significantly lengthened. Nor would this 
step substantially reduce the cost of gathering and compiling the data 
for printing. 

4. Duplication in dissemination of statistics 

19- While the JIU report recommended steps designed to eliminate 
duplication in series of data in various publications, the Working Group 
pointed out that it was necessary to disseminate international statistics 
widely and that it was therefore essential in certain cases to issue.the 
same series of data in more than one publication. Users of statistics 
who wished to ascertain the general economic and social conditions and 
trends in a given country or region, the distribution of economic activities 
or resources over countries etc., needed the key series of data from more 
specialized publications brought together in general publications such 
as fche Monthly Bulletin of Statistics and the Statistical Yearbook. On 
the other hand, users of specialized statistical publications wanted the 
appropriate measures of over-all conditions and trends presented in these 
publications, so that they might assess the detailed specialized series 
of data against the background of the over-all measures. 

20* Unnecessary duplication in the statistics published by the United 
Nations system had been practically eliminated through co-ordination 
activities. An objective of the work on co-ordination by the Statistical 
Commission and by the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination's Sub-Committee 
on Statistical Activities, was to ensure that undesirable duplication in 
the publication of statistics did not creep in. 



E/CN.3/1+20 
English 
Page 6 

Çojj^ction^^ocessing andptorage of Sitatis+^o 

Щ aupIi!atíonginr?he conSS ÏÏfproces" "T* «««^.trf 
of the United Nations family. As a reïÎltIr^h df'a am0°e ancles 
Commission and the ACC Sub-Committee — Statls«^ 
co-ordination of statist i рЯ1 0рц ч.- statistical Activities on the 

cr:?1 
Of the specialized agencies and between other international organization 

,^ie*a^e> 0ECD an(^ EEC> and the members of the United Nations family. 
Y/hile strictly speaking, there was no duplication in the collection and 
processing of statistics among the United Nations agencies, there were • 
problems of inadequate co-ordination in, and insufficient links between, 
the definition and classification of some of the series that they gathered. A'j 
the timing in the sending and requested return of questionnaires left 
much to be desired. 

22. The Group emphasized that the recommendation of the JIU report that 
all the statistics sought by the members of the United Nations family 
should be assembled on a single questionnaire under the auspices of the 
Inter-Organization Board for Information Systems and Related Activities (IOB) 
and that the IOB should parcel out these series for storage and publication, 
was impracticable and would raise serious obstacles to the collection and 
use of the statistics. No government in the world used a single question­
naire to gather all statistics sought. Nor would the recommendation 
help rectify the deficiencies in the co-ordination and linkages between 
the various sets of data. The Group considered 
continued efforts by the Statistical Commission and the ^CC! Sub-C°mmitte 
on ati-tical Activities to identify and rectify the deficiencies in the 
cS-oídinátion of thï definitions and classifications of the statist^ 
sought and in the timing of the various questionnaires. It was ^ ̂  
suggested that it ^ ^cies, were to assemble 
Nations, in co-operation with the speciaii ь tional statistical 
each year a list of the gestionnaires to Ьев«* to^na ^ 
authorities during that year an JJ®£ethe nationai offices could organize 
statistical offices prompt y auestionnaires. A further suggestion wa 

^tEï"tbe the Unlted Na"°nS Sh°Uld "" 8 

of all the questionnaires used. 
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II. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE IN STATISTICS 

" This question was considered on the basis of "Statistics: Technical 
distance programmes of the United Nations system" (E/5099), which was prepared by 
r> statistical Office of the United Nations, in co-operation with the specialized 
U „¡¿.с for the Economic and Social Council at its fifty-second session. 

-1} The Working Group welcomed the joint efforts of the United Nations and thé  
«-¡cialized agencies in providing the detailed information in the report in 
respect of the technical assistance activities in statistics of the United 
'¡itlcns system. In accordance with the request of the Working Group at its 
"third s ession, the report covered the technical assistance activities financed 
(i) under the regular programme of each agency, (b) as large-scale and small-
scale p rojects of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and (c) 
thrcugh ot her special sources. 

2% As in the case of its preceding session, the Working Group stressed that, 
f:r purposes of successful implementation of the Second United Nations Development 
2-jcade, high priority should be assigned to statistical activities designed to 
ecet the needs of the developing nations and, in particular, to technical 
assistance in statistics. It was noted that over the period 1969-1971, while 
the ou tlays on large-scale projects in statistics and on training fellowships 
ar.d scho larships had increased, the. expenditures on regional technical assistance 
projects - regional statistical advisers and seminars, workshops and other 
reetings in the developing regions - had declined and the outlays on small-scale 
technical assistance projects had remained essentially unchanged. The Group 
v: Informed that the situation in respect of regional technical assistance, 
except in respect of demographic statistics, would deteriorate further in 1972.' 
¿r.is w ould not be so in the case of demographic statistics because of financing 
frca th e United Nations Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA). The Working 
Crcup wa s gratified by the increases in the outlays on large-scale projects 
a.".l o n fellowships, but expressed great regret at the decline in regional 
^chnical assistance projects and the stagnation in small-scale country projects. 

®rouP emphasized that the latter forms of technical assistance in statistics, 
ji veil as the former, contributed significantly to the required improvement 
*ri' s^a^s^icai services of the developing countries and deserved greater 

Working Group also stressed the need to increase technical 
' fnce *n statistics furnished to the least developed of the developing •--^Wies. 

^ ̂°r^ing Group noted that, in the discussions of E/5099 at the 
Social ^ogramrae and Co-ordination's ninth session and at the Economic 

^scernin ^°uncii's fifty-second session, various views were expressed 
ь <?Uestions dealt with, in particular the desirable modes of 

»Г:£г&тг.1п n*ca*- assistance activities. In view of the complexity of 
s/sic- ® an<^ financing arrangements that now existed in the United Nations 

statist! Preparation an integrated scheme of technical assistance activities 
cs was especially important. With the adoption of country programming, 
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the decision-making process for t^time^f, coherent 
decentralized. There ore t £££*£"saietance in statistics over 
reports that covered trf d*/"J^nsabLe if the Statistical Commission 

statistical development. 

27 The Working Group considered the relative merits of various forms 
о"!'assistance; fn particular the provision of experts to developing 
countries and training statisticians from those countries. The training 
of a national cadre of statisticians was the ultimate answer to the 
lack of qualified statisticians in the developing nations. Therefore, 
both national and international efforts to increase training activities 
were desirable. As a cadre of experienced statisticians could be built 
up only gradually through training activities, it was essential that 
expert advisers should be provided to those countries - at their request 
in order to meet the pressing requirements for statistics. In view of the 
low stage of statistical development in the least developed among the 
developing countries, special attention should be devoted to technical 
assistance to them. 

28. The Working Group considered that the review of the integrated 
scheme of technical assistance should cover trends and developments in 
all the main forms of technical assistance in statistics and the 
activities financed from all the sources available for such purposes 
in the United Nations system. The Working Group hoped that at the time 
of the review of the first draft of the integrated scheme, it would also 
have information on the technical assistance in statistics furnished by 
donors outside the United Nations system, including the bilateral 
activities of governments. 

™V°rïing СГ^Р recommended that a representative of the United 
Nations Development Programme should be invited to participate in the 

training activities. This should in international 
programmes in substantive fields as well^s^statistics11 *Га1П±П6 

possible toxoid arsecondSinternatïonalU^ t<? °f fu?ds.U not 
in 1972. It was important that this seminar"^statistical organizati 
elements in the programme drawn up to mS th/îî'ï °Пв °f the ke^ 

Second United Nations 
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The W orking Gr oup noted with gratification that, in the absence of 
financing fro m the United Nations Development Programme or the United 
Nations r egular technical, assistance programme, funds were provided from 
the U nited Nations Trust Fund for Development Planning so that a seminar 
could b e held in 1972 in Africa on household sector accounts and statistics 
of the d istribution of income. 

32. The W orking Grou p welcomed the information furnished on the seminar 
to b e hel d for statisticians and planners of Asia, which is scheduled 
to tak e place in August-September 1972 at Alma Ata in the USSR. The series 
of i nternational statistical seminars hosted by the USSR within the 
framework of technical assistance programmes of the United Nations family 
were de signed to meet the urgent needs of the developing countries for 
this type of assistance. Another example of technical assistance that 
the Group noted with gratification was the Interregional Seminar on 
Electronic Data Processing in Government, 1/ sponsored by the Public 
Administration Division and the Statistical Office of the United Nations, 
in co-operation with the Government of Czechoslovakia and financed- by 
UNDP, held a t the Computing Research Centre at Bratislava in 1971 and 
attended by p articipants from 30 developing countries. / 

III. INTERNATIONAL ST ATISTICAL PROGRAMMES, 1973-1977 

33. For the discussion of this item, the Working Group had before it the 
joint report (E/CN.3/1+21) of the Statistical Office of the United Nations 
and o f the statistical services of the specialized agencies. In 
accordance with a suggestion in the report of the Committee for Development 
Planning on its eighth session, 2/ that report was also made available 
to the W orking Group.. 

31*. The Wo rking Group expressed its appreciation of the efforts of all 
the organizations that co-operated in the preparation of the joint report. 
It was conside red to be a clear and we 11-structured statement on the 
statistical programmes of these organizations. 

У United N ations, Report of the Interrefiional Seminar on Electronic 
lata Processing in Government. Vol. I, Report and technical papers 
(ST/TAO/M/63) and Vol. II, Papers submitted by participants (ST/TAO/M/63.Add l). 
У Ses Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Fifty-third 
Vision, Supplement No. 7, para 106. 
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A. Content and form of future reports 

35. In view of the successful co-operation between the United Nations 
and the specialized agencies in meeting the earlier requests of the 
Working Group for information on programmes in statistics the Group re it 
it feasible that certain additional tables should be furnished by the 
organizations of the United Nations system for inclusion in future reports. 
The additional information would facilitate the Statistical Commission s  
analysis of these programmes in even greater depth. 

36. The additional information required in respect of subsequent five-year 
programmes, coupled with descriptions, such as those given in E/CN.3/^+21, 
of the highest priority projects, would enable both the Working Group 
and the Statistical Commission to analyse the following types of aspects of t: 
use of resources for statistical purposes: 

(a) The balance between the benefits of the programmes planned 
for the developing countries and for the developed countries; 

(b) The balance between the subject matter to which the statistical 
programmes relate; 

(c) The balance between the resources devoted to collecting, 
processing, analysing and disseminating statistics; and 

(d) The balance between new programmes,continuing programmes 
and discontinued programmes. 

approprïate ^thf^L^f C°™ents in resPect of the balances shown, as ppropriate, by the Secretariats concerned would be a welcome feature 
of the report and would facilitate the consideration of actual and 
if"! Jtnce;fbf the Working Group and the Statistical Commission 
ЙЛ? thought that it would be useful to show the share in the * ' 
total resources for statistical programmes of the high-prioritï  
programmes set out in the document. priority 

fir inSíusSí^ ï^e^tlllouïf s ^«tlon.1 information proposed 
Instead of precise figures. This wa. .n cases> c°nsist of estimates 
accounting proeedures^snd classification °î а1«"«псм in 
organizations of the system нпш„а Projects in the various 
accounting differences, work was in ого1" °ГавГ '° elimlnate th® major 
the budgets of the crg^izaïiôh.\flTZlT íh* "««"^ation'of 
data on expenditures on statistics should Kc«ase? сотрагаЬ1тУ of 

SionsI 11-о^оГ„ЧиГ^ЙамЙ^"=а1 United 
agencies, to draw up an appropriâtservices of the specialized 
and to submit it for reviS ™ 

•r iiipn session. 
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A criterion that should be used in formulating the classification was 
the government purposes to which the statistics involved in the projects 
could be pu t, for example, in formulating macro-economic policies. 

55. The W orking Gro up recommended that-the Secretariat should explore 
the po ssibilities of securing the co-operation of organizations outside 
the U nited Nations system in furnishing data about their long-term 
statistical programmes for purposes of the five-year programme that 
vould be reviewed by the Statistical Commission at its eighteenth session. 

B. High-priority pro.jects 

40. The W orking Grou p discussed various aspects of the high-prioritv 
projects set out in~E/CN.3/4-21. 

IH. The G roup approved of the high priority that was assigned to work 
cn the various aspects of demographic and social'statistics in view of 
the e mphasis g iven to social goals in the strategy of the Second United 
flations De velopment Decade and the improvements and extensions in social 
s atistics required for this purpose. It was considered that important 
aspects of the work on statistics for purposes of the Decade should be 
W the form ulation of a list of economic and social indicators for each 
aspect of the strategy, and (b) identification and rectification of the 
Ê?+Vn ïh\aVaiLable international standards or guidelines in the light 
01 this list. In view of the increasing dependence of macro-economic 
po îcies - fiscal, monetary and balance of payments - on economic indicators, 
even more accur ate and prompt data than available today'must be sought, 
me ' .working Group was informed that work on this subject was being 
tn It was considered that too few resources were being assigned 

•f °" statisti^s of the environment, and it was suggested that 
dev 1 6 attention should be devoted to statistics of research and 
í'jpe+-РШеП^ аП^ statistical applications of electronic computers. 

s ions were a lso raised concerning the degree to which the guidelines 
стчц6 £?mi^emeiltary system of statistics on the distribution of income, 

iff ant* accumuIation would be taken into account in the work on Gcusehold bud get inquiries. 

¿suue,W°rking grouP exPressed its continued interest in the 
the Ser3 were designed to meet the statistical requirements of 
throu£rb°n ünited Wa^^-°ns Development Decade. This should be done 
bod t h ÜX£ "an^es views between producers and users of statistics 
Activiti^ ^Sala17 Meetings of the ACC S ub-Committee on Statistical 
be in fo/3; Group requested that the Statistical Commission should 

ma at its seventeenth session of the consultations undertaken. 
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•A r-ori that close attention should he paid 
Uj. The Working Group considered '5f¡ited Nations system to the 
by the statistical services of the U employment, under-
inadequacies in the statistics °f ^^шех1оп the Working Group noted 
employment and unemployment. In Deveiopraent Planning at its 
the view expressed by the Committee юг p 
eighth session, that: 

"If Governments shift their development priorities in favour 
of the alleviation of mass poverty and unemployment, it is 
important that their statistical programmes keep as nearly as 
possible in step by improving their data on manpower and, most 
particularly, on the distribution of income and certain ^ 
specific aspects of the quality of life for the very poor. 3/ 

Wt. The Working Group agreed that close co-operation between the 
Committee for Development Planning and the Statistical Commission was an 
important prerequisite of further work to meet the statistical requirements 
of the Second United Nations Development Decade. The Group therefore 
agreed that the participation of the Chairman of the Committee for 
Development Planning in the deliberations of the Statistical Commission 
was very desirable and requested that the Secretariat endeavour to make 
possible his participation at the seventeenth session. 

IV. ELECTRONIC DATA PROCESSING 

Й- Í/,,ooe b*sis f°r the discussion of this item, the Working Group had 
°r^^P?POntS °n the facilities and work of the International 

S tS Г í Geneva' and on the IOB. Document E/CN3 Л22 dealt 
Г Î i velfCtr°niC.data processing facilities of the ICC Geneva and the New Y ork Computing Centre ÍNYOcl fv,a ' 
an inventory of international and Sa4 *°Гк °П 

and social statistics and (c) topics în respÏc? of îbTnl °f.ec°faiC 

arrangements for electronic data processing А* ъ Ï organizational 
the section on electronic data processing of д/Якоп Г° information, 
attention of the Group. A/9490 was called to the 

A* Electronic data processing facilito  

J6. The Working Group noted with 
had been made during the past year in th ьf improvements that 
of the ICC, Geneva, and in itsrendering&nd s°ftware facilities 
processing services. lng of efficient and rapid computer 

^7- The acquisition of a new dirent-

-Lues. The improvements 
IbidT, para. 20. 
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in the hardware had also reduced the costs of performing the services. 

1$. Work was in progress on expanding and improving the terminal facilities 
linked to the ICC, Geneva, on a generalized programming procedure for 
this purpose and on computerized photo-composition for the publication of 
data. Questions of efficient integrated data storage and retrieval were 
being explored and a programme of training personnel from developing 
countries in systems analysis, programming and computer applications had 
been d eveloped. 

10. The Workin g Group was informed that the computing centres would be 
Maintained both in Geneva and New York, though it was proposed that a 
number of activities now being handled by IIYCC would - it is hoped - be 
transferred to ICC, Geneva (including the compilation of practically 
all external trade statistics and most demographic statistics). The 
Group noted the view of the Statistical Office of the United Nations that 
in order to safeguard the confidentiality of the data supplied to the ' 
Statistical Office by national statistical authorities and to ensure that 
the n ational authorities are given the appropriate special tabulations 
the se rvices of the computing centres in respect of the data bases of ' 
the Statistical Office were to be obtained through the Office. The 
Working Grou p stressed that arrangements should be such as to ensure a 
speedy, uncomplicated and economical computer service to Governments in 
"S^ct tabulations, magnetic tapes, etc., of the data bases 

f the Statistical Office, and expressed concern that there would be 
New York £ Ï6 ??Пе Qt thG ICC' Geneva> had t0 be channelled through 
Dients ¿ 'thP ?< ht î iî Office was requested to review existing arrange- 
an inroortant î .,hfe questions. The Working Group considered that 
«и* Г P WOU d be to strengthen the branch of the Statistical in Geneva as soon as possible. 

•r°up "raUrleii to noto that the Statistical Office 
preceding sec^inn10"8' J accordance with the recommendation made at its 
sentative of tho и Qf аП observer> us wel1 as adviser to the repre-
Geneva. Thi<. л Ulllbed Nations, on the Management Committee of the ICC, 
the Working г™, rn^"s ed bbe channel through which the suggestions of 
bear on the fa«-i?-f" resPect of the ICC, Geneva, could be brought to 
the importance l6a a?d activities of the ICC. The Working Group stressed 
tabuiation of 4+«+aSf^Gnin6 a h*£h priority to the processing and 

of statistics in the work of the ICC. 

the United^atifn^0^!?01055 With reGret that the Statistical Office of 
and progra mmers d«d n0t have the P°sts for systems analysts 
necessary in or¿)er. + • "rcuP its preceding session, had considered 
statistics, ° lriProve and expand the electronic data processing of 
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В# Organizational matters 

». *, ЯМ* croup «s inroad «W ̂  
Administrative Committee on Co;°^JJa f th[ menbers of the United Nations  
consisted of representatives of®^\ . ld carry out its work mainly 
family- The IC S ha d .ш f^etariat andwou:^ ^ 
through task forces. The hie^"^ ¿|ieg for the work o f the United 

Ui 

a. ̂ ?fí^"r~:TíhríÓBlífsf 
¡SLX^I «tal statistics. It «as hoped that the WorUng ^ 
submit suggestions on th is question to a meeting of the IOB i n September 1^(2. 
Problems existed, and wou ld need tf be resolved, on^the dividing lines 
between the terms of reference of the IOB an d the ACC _ 
Sub-Cccclttee on S tatistical Activities concerning data banks of economic and 
social statistics. The latter at its sixth session, had made proposals 
in respect of this question, which were sum marized in paragraph 27 of 
Е/СК.З/Ь22. The W orking G roup hop ed that these suggestions would be taken 
into account in formulating the terms of reference of the IOB, as they 
drew useful distinctions between t he responsibilities of the IOB and the 
functions of the ACC Sub-Committee on Statistical Activities concerning data 
banks of economic and s ocial statistics. 

V. CATE AND PIACE O F T HE F IFTH S ESSION O F T HE W ORKING G ROUP 

5*». The W orking Gr oup agreed that, to facilitate the work of its future 
sessions, it was important that the documentation should be made available 
In all the working languages well in advance of the sessions. 

55. The W orking G roup re commended t hat its fifth session should be held 
in June 1973 in Geneva. 




