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INTRODUCTION

L. The fourth session of the Statistical Commission's Working Group on
International Statistical Programmes and Co-ordination toock place from
21 to 23 June 1972 at Geneva.

5. J. Ripert (France) was elected Chairman.

[}
=3
(1]

3. agenda of the meeting was as follows:
Election of Chairman
Adoption of agenda
Publications of statistics
Technical assistance in statisties
Electronic data processing
International Statistical Programmes, 1973-1977
Date and place of the fifth session of the Working Group
Other business

ST P P P S P P TN
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I. FUBLICATIONS OF STATISTICS

4, The Working Group based its discussions of the recommendations of the
"Report on recurrent publications of the United Nations" by Robert M. Macy
@ the Joint Inspection Unit (JIU/REP/T1/8, hereafter called the JIU
report), in respect of the publication, collection, processing and storage
of statistics, mainly on document E/CN.B/M39. The document quoted the
recommendations of the JIU report, coupled in each case with the pertincnt
background information and the comments of the Secretariat. The JIU report
and "Recommendations of the Joint Inspection Unit concerning the
statistical bulletins of the Economic Commission for Europe" (Conf.Eur.Stats/
312/Add.1), which was to be discussed by the Conference of European
Statisticians at its twentieth plenary session, were also made availeble

to the Vlorking Group.

5. The VWorking Group noted that Conf.Eur.Stats/}l2/Add.l complemented
E/CN.3/439 in that it dealt with the comments of the JIU report on the
specialized statistical publications of the ECE. Document E/CN.}/&39
included only a general discussion of the regional statistical publications.
The Working Group attempted a very preliminary discussion of these
publications. The regional statistical publications ought to be examined
by the relevant regional conference of statisticians before the
recommendations of the JIU report are considered by the Statistical
Commission at its seventeenth session.

6.  The Working Group noted that the Economic and Social Council, scheduled
to hold its fifty-third session 3 to 23 July 1972, would consider the JIU -
report and that the Council had requested that its subsidiary bodies transmit
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In order to submit
to the Council on the recommendatj

it was necessary that the Statistical Commission scheduled to meet for its

:gvirel‘t;i:st:h:e;s[éon 13 :o 2k November 1972, should have the opportunity
report. The Working Group, therefore, suggested
] ¢ th
Eﬁe Counc.:ll §hould con51qer the recommendations of the 3IU ffport coninnin
: e.publlcatlon, collection, processing and storage of statistics on the ;
asls of the report of the Statistical Commission on the subject. The Group

invited its Chairman to Present its views to th i i ; :
session. O the Council at its fifty-thirg

A. General considerations

7. The Working Group had grave reservations about the recommendations
made in the JIU report. The criteria used in the report were too
restricted and were applied too rigidly. Disproportionate emphasis was
given to reducing expenditures on the publication of statistics. Little
or no attention was devoted to the obligation of the United Nations to
satisfy the wide range of requirements for internationally comparable
statistics, and the recommended criteria for the timeliness of the inter-
national publication of statistics were too strict and were'used without
taking other important considerations into account. Contrary to the
recommendations of the JIU report, the Working Group emphasized that
duplication in the publication of series of data was required in order to
disseminate the data widely for the convenient use of the statistical
publications of the United Nations system. Otherwise, the users of these
publications would often find it necessary to consult a number of diffc?rent
statistical publications in order to assemble the statistics they require.
Furthermore, the costs of publishing statistics are small relat'ive to the
costs of gathering and processing the data. The Group agregd with the '
JIU report that any duplication that existed in the collection of statistics
from Governments should be eliminated but considered that thc'e means
recommended in the report for ensuring this would create serious obstacles
to the efficient collection of timely data.

B. Publication of statistics

e recurrent

i i " - i f th
3. The Working Group considered that a full-scale review o rrent

statistical publications of the United Nationsf:astihn ?hieiﬁtﬁipnoarlt,
i i ds for e in
taken from time to time. The deman_ ] tic
beb‘iri]g:zion of statistics shifted as economlc and soc1rf11 conci.ltlz?gl,qs of
or neements and problems changed. As a result, cer.'taln pl.lb 1§2r o O e
aggiiftics might become obsolete and requirements might arise
s

of new series of data.
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1. Criteria for the review

9. The review of the statistical publications in the JIU report had not
taken into account the changes in the requirements for internationally
comparable statistics that had occurred in the past or that would take

place in the foreseeable future. For example, the requirements of the
Second United Nations Development Decade would give rise to requirements

for the publication of new and more data. Nor had the report given adequate
consideration to some of the important implications for the publications

of the proposal that the United Nations should be the sole authoritative
source of international statistics. The mail canvass that was undertaken

of the recipients of selected statistical publications in order to determine
the usefulness of the publications could not reveal many of the important
uses to which the statistics were put. Wide dissemination of the statistics
through the various publications of the United Nations was essential in
order that they would be the useful authoritative source of international
statistics, and expenditures on publications usually accounted for a very
small proportion of the outlays required on statistical works. ~Furthermore,
account had to be taken in applying the criterionof timeliness to the
publications of the circumstances in which the data were gathered and issued,
the links between the quality and the timeliness of statistics and the
purposes to be served by the data. '

10. The Working Group concluded that in reviewing the statistical
publications, criteria for the requirements for and the uses of the data
issued, for the timeliness and quality of the statistics, and for the costs
of and the income from the publication in question should be balanced
judiciously, in the light of the circumstances in each case. Methods of
improving the speed and effectiveness with which the publications were
distributed also had to be considered. The Group felt that for the purposes.
of discussing the JIU report, the Statistical Commission would find it AN
useful to have a table listing each statistical publication, indicating its
periodicity and timeliness, and summarizing its content, purposes and uses,
circulation, income and costs.

2. Timeliness and guality

11. Discussion next turned to the recommendation of the JIU report that
data relating to a given month, guarter or year should be issued by the

end of the immediately following month, quarter or year, respectively, and
that if this were not possible, the publication in question should be issued
less frequently, for example, quarterly instead of monthly or every two or
three years instead of annually, or should even be dropped..

iQ- The Viorking Group considered that while the criteria of timeliness ]
ecommgnded in the JIU report set worthy objectives, they were not realistic
€°als in the case of the international publication of many series of data
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in v%ew.of the dates at which a number of countries, in particular the
§tatlst1cally less-developed, were able to supply the information. Wni}
}t was much more practicable tc meet the recommended criteria of timelhf
in the case of the national publication of statistics, though a number .
of countries had not yet met them, the international issue of the data
necessarily lagged behind because of the time required for gathering
processing and publishing the national series. The Group recommendeé that
the timeliness of the various series in the United Nations statistical
publications should be reviewed and that, where appropriate, ways should
be investigated and efforts should be made to improve the situation. This
should not be done at the expense of unwarranted reductions in the
completeness or reliability of the series, and attention should be devoted
to devising ways and means for transmitting data from national statistical
authorities to the international statistical offices.

135. The Group emphasized that the frequency with which a statistical
publication was issued should not be reduced solely because the desired
criteria of timeliness were not met. Nor should the publication be
abandoned. These were counter-productive measures. Users of the inter-
national publications wished to have data as up to date as could be
issued. Less frequent issue of the publication would lengthen the lag
between the time at which series were available and the time at which they
were issued. :

3. The Moﬁthly Bulletin of Statistics and the Statistical Yearbook

14. The Working Group stressed that it was essential to continue ﬁo issue
a Monthly Bulletin of Statistics and an annual Statistical Yearbook. The
Group considered that the Monthly Bulletin of Statistics and Fhe \
Statistical Yearbook should be reviewed with a view to enhancing the content
timeliness and rapidity of distribution of the publications. It was

recommended that a group of national experts should be convened in 1973 for
this purpose.

onthly Bulletin of Statistics was widely used in the Un}teé
&Zéioﬁzefgmily,yin other internationa} orggnizationg, in the s@::;zgzgal
and other agencies of Member States, in pr%vate business organ; source’
and in private research and other institutions, as a convenleg o
of the most up-to-date, internationally coypgrable monthly an )
data available on economic and social conditions.

P . s a

16. The Statistical Yearbook was used by a similarly wtde 322;:2;:.35Th8
source of more comprehensive, most up-to-date annual di aaz 3 e the

sults of a user survey carried out for the J;U report, e audience:
oo f the two publications, attested to their value to a wi aely
e i to the user survey, the Statistical Yearbook was used mozﬁl
Q;CErZ;;gotﬁer United Nations statistical publication, and the Montbly

a

jes sold ©
Bulletin of Statistics was very widely used. The rumber of copile
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each publication was large. The Statistical Yearbook was the only
publication of the United Nations for which the income from sales
significantly exceeded the costs of printing and binding.

17. If the JIU recommendations were followed that the Bulletin should be
issued quarterly and that annual data should be shown in only one issue
each year in order to reduce costs, not only would the usefulness of the
Bulletin be markedly reduced, but also the costs of publishing it would mt
be significantly cut. Users of the publication would not have the latest
available data that they urgently require and they would be unable to
discern conveniently trends in, or the significance of, the monthly series
shown because annual data would not be given. The costs of gathering,
checking and preparing the series of data for publication would probably
not be reduced and the costs of printing the publication would not be cut
by one-third.

13.  If the recommendation of the JIU report that the Statistical Yearbook
should be issued once every two or three years were followed, the value

of that publication would be markedly reduced. The lag between the

time when annual series of data became available and the time when the
statistics were issued, would be significantly lengthened. Nor would this
step substantially reduce the cost of gathering and compiling the data

for printing.

4. Duplication in dissemination of statistics

19. While the JIU report recommended steps designed to eliminate
duplication in series of data in various publications, the Working Group
pointed out that it was necessary to disseminate international statistics
widely and that it was therefore essential in certain cases to issue.the
same’'series of data in more than one publication. Users of statistics
vho wished to ascertain the general economic and social conditions and
trends in a given country or region, the distribution of economic activities
Or resources over countries etc., needed the key series of data from more
specialized publications brought together in general publications such

as the Monthly Bulletin of Statistics and the Statistical Yearbook. On
the other hand, users of specialized statistical publications wanted the
appropriate measures of over-all conditions and trends presented in these
publications, so that they might assess the detailed specialized series
of data against the background of the over-all measures.

20. Unnecessary duplication in the statistics published by the United

Nations system had been practically eliminated through co-ordination
activities. An objective of the work on co-ordination by the Statistical
Cemmission and by the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination's Sub-Committee
on Statistical Activities, was to ensure that undesirable duplication in

the publication of statistiecs @id not creep in.
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C. Collection, processing and ¢ torage of S,tatisties

f}];e dggiigoglfing.Grzﬁp considered that the JIU report greatly exaggerated
ation in € collection and rocessing of dat
of the United Nations family. . h s

e L As a result of the work of the Statistical
Co.'nmls§1on-and the ACC Sub-Committee on Statistical Activities on the
co-ordination of statistical activities and the arrangements that had

been.wor.'ked out between the specialized agencies, the regional economic
commissions and the Statistical Office of the United Nations, duplication
among them in the collection and processing of statistics had been gradually
climinated. There was, however, duplication in the collection and
Processing of data between the substantive and statistical divisions of

come of the specialized agencies and between other international organizaticy
for example, OECD and EEC, and the members of the United Nations family. |
While strictly speaking, there was no duplication in the collection and
processing of statistics among the United Nations agencies, there were
problems of inadequate co-ordination in, and insufficient links between,

the definition and classification of some of the series that they gathered.AT

E/CN.3/L2o
\
|

the timing in the sending and requested return of questionnaires left
much to be desired.

22, The Group emphasized that the recommendation ?f the JZFU regor:lthat.
all the statistics scught by the membgrs of.‘ the United Natlo{ns amf {he
should be assembled on a single questionnaire under the]_a:sgl}iits;igities (108)
Inter-Organization Board for Informatlon Sys?emsfi?dsxr:g: and publication,
t these series
and that the IOB should parcel.ou ; Lleotion and
was impracticable and would raise serious obstacles todtl;esgig]l.: o J
o he statistics. No government in the world use q ion |
use of the s isti ht. Nor would the recommendatio |
ai to gather all statistics sought. : i tween |
nalire & s ies in the co-ordination and linkages be
help rectify the deficlenciles 1n e r 3 that what was needed were
the various sets of data. The Group cons}dex"e d the ACC Sub-Committee
tinued efforts by the Statistical Commission anthe S iciencies in the
gzomnstl;atirtical Activities to identify and ?;?sz‘{ons of the statistics
o . . : sl l
-ordination of the definitions and clas tionnaires. It was also
sought and in the timing of the e the Stabistical Office of the United
soug : be helpful if e . to assemble
suggeSted~thaz é;e‘;eotljcﬂi-gn with the specialized ag:nzgez;tvi‘gzzl statistical
Nations, 1n co- ionnaires to be sen . 1
. f the question he lists to nationa
cach year a list © ' d were to send the . anize
s 43 i that year an ; 1 offices could org
authorities during 1 that the nationa tion was
e P s mptly so . - her sugges
Statlstlc?l ?‘ffzggcsmggigpto the questionnaires. A furt
their work o

dy

i i hould make a stu |

gtatistical Office of the United Nations s ‘
»~ that the a :

S?dzll the questionnalres used.
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II. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE IN STATISTICS

.. This question was considered on the basis of "Statistics: Technical
‘)-;1stance programmes of the United Nations systen" (E/5099), which was prepared by
3:e statistical Office of the United Nations, in co-operation with the specialized

scencies, for the Economic and Social Council at its fifty-second session.

4, The Working Group welcomed the joint efforts of the United Nations and the
-ecjalized agencies in providing the detailed information in the report in
;:spect of the technical assistance activities in statistics of the United
witicns system. In accordance with the request of the Working Group at its
v+ird session, the report covered the technical assistance activities financed
(1) under the regular programme of each agency, (b) as large-scale and small-
s:ale projects of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP).and (c)
thrcugh other special sources. _

25, As in the case of its preceding session, the Working Group stressed that, -
¢:r purposes of successful implementation of the Second United Nations Development
rscade, high priority should be assigned to statistical activities designed to
ecet the needs of the developing nations and, in particular, to technical
assistance in statistics., It was noted that over the period 1969-1971, while

the cutlays on large-scale projects in statistics and on training fellowships

ard scholarships had increased, the expenditures on regicnal technical assistance
frojects - regional statistical advisers and seminars, workshops and other
ceetings in the developing regions - had declined and the outlays on small-scale -
technical assistance projects had remained essentially unchanged. The Group

=2 lufermed that the situation in respect of regional technical assistance,
except in respect of demographic statistics, would deteriorate further in 1972.
‘tls would not be so in the case of demographic statistics because of financing
{rca the United Nations Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA). The Working

Greup was gratified by the increases in the outlays on large-scale projects

?’4 on fellowships, but expressed great regret at the decline in regional
;"-‘Cmical assistance projects and the stagnation in small-scale country projects.
;‘:ﬁi‘{“l’ emphasized that the latter forms of technical assistance in statistics,
in tl:e as ‘.che.former, contributed significantly to the required improvement -
"1~‘ statistical services of the developing countries and deserved greater
itlerity, The Working Group also stressed the need to increase technical

1 s A
;i:f:i:ge in statistics furnished to theleast developed of the developing

&\ The y
-itaitt
2 See

ce fiing Group noted that, in the discussions of B/5099 at the

tal cér Prx?gfamm? and Co-ordination's ninth session and at the Economic
“icerning tﬁuncll S.flfty—second session, various views were expressed

“22ncing teotn s U rONS dealt with, in particular the desirable wodes of
igrasmin nlC?l as§1stance activities. In view of the complexity of .

$75%~ € ang financing arrangements that now existed in the United Nations

! Preparation of an integrated scheme of technical assistance activities

. t") the
wstatg . :
sties was especially important. With the adoption of country programming,
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cal assistance projects was more

the decision-making process for technltion S o to time of  coherent

decentralized. Therefore, the prepa%'a r ] e
re;c;rts that covered trends in technical assistance 1n statistics over

about a five-year period was indispensable if the Stgtisticattgir:mgzsmn
were to discharge its function of advising the Council on ma

statistical development.

27. The Working Group considered the relative merits of various forms

of assistance, in particular the provision of experts to developing

countries and training statisticians from those countries. The training
1timate -answer to. the

of a national cadre of statisticians was the u

lack of qualified statisticians in the developing nations. There?f?rc?,
both national and international efforts to increase training activities
were desirable. As a cadre of experienced statisticians could be built
up only gradually through training activities, it was essential that
expert advisers should be provided to those countries - at their request -
in order to meet the pressing requirements for statistics. In view of the
low stage of statistical development in the least developed among the
developing countries, special attention should be devoted to technical
assistance to them.

23. The Working Group considered that the review of the integrated
scheme of technical assistance should cover trends and developments in
all the main forms of technical assistance in statistics and the
activities financed from all the sources available for such purposes

in the United Nations system. The Working Group hoped that at the time
of tho:;* review of the first draft of the integrated scheme, it would also
have information on the technical assistance in statistic; furnished by
don?rs outside the United Nations system, including the bilateral
activities of governments.

29. The Working Group recommended th '
at a representative of 1]
Ig:;’:ions'Development.Programme should be invited to participaggeign%lggd
a ;::s;zsezi‘ te:ﬁmcal.assistance matters by the Statistical Commission
eenth session and by the Working Group at its fifth session

30. .The Working Grou
statistics for purposes of anal,

to lack of funds it
. 0 was not
ln 1 L] i sem : : .
972. It was important that thig semina;?avrvhgghsxzzlg}l;cg% g;gaglzaticn
_ e ke
e]t; the statistical requiremeni:rs
ecade, should be held in 1973.
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The Working Group noted with gratification that, in the absence of

financing from the United Nations Development Programme or the United
Jations regular technical assistance programme, funds were provided from
the United Nations Trust Fund for Development Planning so that a seminar
could be held in 1972 in Africa on household sector accounts and statistics
of the distribution of income.

32, The Working Group welcomed the information furnished on the seminar
to be held for statisticians and plamners of Asia, which is scheduled

to take place in August-September 1972 at Alma Ata in the USSR. The series
of international statistical seminars hosted by the USSR within the
framework of technical assistance programmes of the United Nations family
were designed to meet the urgent needs of the developing countries for
this type of assistance. Another example of technical assistance that

the Group noted with gratification was the Interregional Seminar on
Electronic Data Processing in Government, y sponsored by the Public
Administration Division and the Statistical Uffice of the United Nations,
in co-operation with the Government of Czechoslovakia and financed. by
UNDP, held at the Computing Research Centre at Bratislava in 1971 and
attended by participants from 30 developing countries. y

III. INTERNATIONAL STATISTICAL PROGRAMMES, 1975-1977

35. For the discussion of this item, the Working Group had before it the
joint report (E/CN.3/421) of the Statistical Office of the United Nations
end of the statistical services of the specialized agencies. 1In

accordance with a suggestion in the report of the Committee for Development
Planning on its eighth session, g/ that report was also made available

to the Working Group..

34 The Working Group expressed its appreciation of the efforts of all
the organizations that co-operated in the preparation of the joint report.
It was considered to be a clear and well-structured statement on the
statistical programmes of these organizations. ‘

:17 United Nations, Report of the Interregional Seminar on Electronic
Data Processing in Government, Vol. I, Report and technical papers

(SI/TAO/N/E3) and Vol. II, Papers submitted by participants (sT/TAO/M/63.Add 1).

?j .See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Fifty-third
Session, Supplement No. 7, para 108.
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A. Content and form of future reports

i ) i tions
In view of the successful co-operation between the United Na

oo ting the earlier requests of the

cialized agencies in mee ; _req folt
Sggkzﬁg gﬁSup for information on programmes in statistics the Group

i the
it feasible that certain additional tables shou}d be ?urn}shggtzie reports.
organizations of the United Nations system for 1nclu§1op in Commiesionts
The additional information would facilitate the Statistical Com _
analysis of these programmes in even greater depth.

36. The additional information required in respect of.subs?qug?ng;;Eé{ear
programmes, coupled with descriptions, such as those given ;? G . ’

of the highest priority projects, would enable both Fhe Working Group ts of &
and the Statistical Commission to analyse the following types of aspec *
use of resources for statistical purposes:

(a) The balance between the benefits of the programmes planned
for the developing countries and for the developed countries;

(b) The balance between the subject matter to which the statistical
programmes relate;

(¢) The balance between the resources devoted to collecting,
processing, analysing and disseminating statistics; and

(a) The balance between new programmes,continuing programmes
and discontinued programmes.

The Working Group felt that comments in respect of the balances shown, as
appropriate, by the Secretariats concerned would be a welcome feature

of the report and would facilitate the consideration of actual and
desirable balances by the Working Group and the Statistical Commission.
It was also thought that it would be useful to show the share in the .

total resources for statistical Programmes of the high-priority
Programmes set out in the document.

37. 'The W?rking Group recognized that the additional information proposed
for inclusion in future reports would in many cases, consist of estimates
instead‘of Precise figures. Thig was so because of the differences in
accouptlng Procedures and classification of Projects in the various
organlzgtlon§ of the system. However, in order to eliminate the major
accounting differences, work was in progress on the standardizationJof

the budgets of the organizations. As a res i
. . ult, the compar i
data on expenditures on statistics should incr;ase. parabliity o

33. The Working Group requested the

Nations, in co-operation with the stati
agencies,

and to sub ki :
rking Group at itg £if

th seasicn. [
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4 criterion that should be used in formulating the classification was
the government purposes to which the statistics involved in the projects
could be put, for example, in formulating macro-economic policies.

35, The Working Group recommended that the Secretariat should explore

the possibilities of securing the co-operation of organizations outside
the United Nations system in furnishing data about their long-term
statistical programmes for purposes of the five-year programme that

wuld be reviewed by the Statistical Commission at its eighteenth session.

B. High-priority projects

0. The Working Group discussed various aspects of the high-priority
projects set out in"E/CN.3/h21. : '

4. The Group approved of the high priority that was assigned to work

cn the various aspects of demographic and social statistics in view of
the emphasis given to social goals in the strategy of the Second Uniteq
llations Development Decade and the improvements and extensions in social
stetistics required for this purpose. It was considered that important
aspects of the work on statistics for burposes of the Decade should be
(a) the formulation of a list of economic and social indicators for each
aspect of the strategy, and (b) identification and rectification of the
gaps in the available international standards or guidelines in the light
of this list. In view of the increasing dependence of macro-economic
folicies - fiscal, monetary and balance of payments - on economic indicators,
even more accurate and prompt data than available today must be sought.
The Working Group was informed that work on this subject was being
wdertaken. It was considered that too few resources were being assigned
to vork on statistics of the environment, and it was suggested that
considerable attention should be devoted to statistics of research and
fe"elcpment and to the statistical applications of electronic computers.
westions were also raised concerning the degree to which the gul ielines
of the comlementary system of statistics on the distribution of incone,
fersumption and accumulation would be taken into account in the work on -
kousehold budget inquiries. : B

%2, The Working Group expressed its continued interest in the A
tonsultations that were designed to meet the statistical requirements of
tfe Second United Nations Development Decade. This should be done

f“m“gh eXchanges of views between producers and users of statishics

nd tl}rough regular meetings of the ACC Sub-Committee on Statistical
Ketivities, The Group requested that the Statistical Commission should
te informeq at its seventeenth session of the consultations undertaken.
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se attention should be paid

Nations system to the

f employment, under-

the Verking Group noted
t Planning at its

45. The Working Group considered t[rlla;‘c.tgéo
by the statistical services.of the_ n o s
inadequacies in the statistics of :Lr‘1comormexj-on
employment and unemployment . ZFn this ¢ . velopr;en
the view expressed by the Committee for Dle

eighth session, that:

"If Governments shift their development prlorltlzs .u; i‘z.vpur
of the alleviation of mass poverty and unemployment, larl us
important that their statistical Programmes keep as ne : ymost
possible in step by improving their dz?.ta on manpower z?.n ’
particularly, on the distribution of_lncome and certain . _5/
specific aspects of the quality of life for the very poor."

44. The Working Group agreed tuat close co-operation betwee.:n 1.:,he
Committee for Development Planning and the Statistical Comqussmn was an
important prerequisite of further work to meet the statistical requirements
of the Second United Nations Development Decade. The Group therefore
agreed that the participation of the Chairman of the Committee for
Development Planning in the deliberations of the Statistical Commission
was very desirable and requested that the Secretariat endeavour to make
Possible his participation at the sevent:=enth session.

IV. 'ELECTRONIC DATA PROCESSING

1&5/. As the basis for the discussion of this item, the Working Group had
E/CN.3/422 and oral reports on the facilities and work of the International
Computing Centre (ICC), Geneva, and on the IOB. Document E/CNJ /422 dealt
with (a) the electronic data brocessing facilities of the ICC. Geneva

and the New York Computing Centre (NYCC), (b) the programme of work on

an mvel?tory of.international and perhaps national data banks of econonmic
and social statistics and (c) topiecs in respect of the organizational
arrangements for electronic data brocessing. As background information,

the section on electronic data i
attemtion ot the govron "8 Pprocessing of A/8490 was called to the

A. Electronice data Processing facilities

46. ki .
The Vorking Group noted with gratification the improvements that

had been made during the past e j
P year in the hardwa e
1cc, eva,  pas . Are and softwax.'e facilities
of the ICC, Geneva .and 11'1 1ts rendering of efficient ang rapid computer

2l ¢ .
370/155 central computer had markegrfpu?er and the installation of a model

rapid - s L. Y 1lncreas s
Pid large-scale or sophisticateq computing zgrﬁlilgcgapa;;ty to render
=S e Improvements

3/ Ibid., para. 20.
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:n the hardware had also reduced the costs of performing the services.
in

18, Work was in progress on expanding and improving the terminal facilities
lir.xked to the ICC, Geneva, 01:1 o generalized programming procedure for

this purpose and on computerized photo-composition for the publication of
data. Questions of efficient integra?ed data storage and retrieval were
being explored and a prograrme of training personnel from developing
countries in systems analysis, programming and computer applications had

peen developed.

49, The Working Group was informed that the corputing centres would be
maintained both in Geneva and New Yor!k, though it was prorosed that a
mmber of activities now being handled by NYCC would - it is heoped - be
transferred to ICC, Geneva (including the compilation of Practically

all external trade statistics and most demographic statistics). The

Group noted the view of the Statistical Office of the United Nations that,
in order to safeguard the confidentiality of the data supplied to the
Statistical Office by national statistical authorities and to ensure that
the national authorities are given the appropriate special tabulations,
the services of the computing centres in respect of the data bases of

the Statistical Office were to be obtained through the Office. The

Working Group stressed that arrangements should be such as to ensure a
speedy, uncomplicated and economical computer service to Governments in
respect of special tabulations, magnetic tapes, etc., of the data bases

of the Statistical Office, and expressed concern that there would be

delays if work to be done at the ICC, Geneva, had to be channelled through
New York. The Statistical Office was requested to review existing arrange-
ments in the light of these questions. The VWorking Group considered that
an important step would be to strengthen the branch of the Statistical
Office in Geneva as soon as possible.

X0. The Working Group was gratified to note that the Statistical Office
of the Uniteq Nations, in accordance with the recommendation made at its
freceding session, served as an observer, as well as adviser to the repre-
g:gtat”e Oof the United Nations, on the Management Committee of the ICC,
theev‘?g" _Thls fuz‘m}shed the channel through which the suggestions of
bear Ork:ng Gro‘fp,“? respect of the ICC, Geneva, could be brought to

o imno Ee fa0111t1e.:s m?d activities of the ICC. The Working Group stressed
fabul i'r ance of asslgning a high priority to the processing and

Jtetlon of statistics ip the work of the ICC.

oL, .

the Ug}ilf Worklpg Group noted with regret that the Statistical Office of

nd pro ed Nations still did not have the posts for systems analysts
grammers which the Group at its preceding session, had considered

Necessary j ; €
Statistli‘f:rsfn order to inuprove and expand the electronic data processing of
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B. Creanizational matters

nformed that the IOB vas 2 subcommittee of the

i therefore
=i e on Co-ordination (ACC) and that it, 1 e,
A e o ata h of the members of the United Nations

eac
ccrsisted of representatives of t its work mainly

2 cretariat and would carry ou
fa=ily. The ICB had a scall se S o the

i the IO
through task forces., The high-priority projects of ;
use :%h electronic data processing facilities for the work of the United

Yatlcrns agencies on problems of economic and social development.

62, The werking Group was §

53, The ICB, at its third session, established an i_nformal Work’ing Party to
drav up the tercs of reference of the IOB task force on data banks of

eccrozic ard social statistics. It was hoped that the Working Party would
gutelt sucgestions on this question to a meeting of the IOB in September 1972.
Prcblecs existed, and would need ty be resolved, on the dividing lines

tetveen the terms of raference of the IOB and the ACC

Sub-Cocmittee on Statistical Activities concerning data banks of economic and
social statistics. The latter at its sixth session, had made proposals

in respect of this question, which were summarized in paragraph 27 of
£/CN.3/422. The Working Group hoped that these suggestions would be taken
{ato account in forrulating the terms of reference of the IOB, as they

drev useful distinctions between the responsibilities of the IOB and the
functions of the ACC Sub-Committee on Statistical Activities concerning data
barks of econonic and soclal statisties. 4

V. [ATE AND PIACE OF THE FIFTH SESSICN OF THE WORKING GROUP
S4. The Werking Group agreed that, to facilitate the work of its future
:cuions, it was lzportant that the documentation should be made available
n all the working languages well in advance of the sessions. ‘

99, Tre Working Group recommended that i i |
in June 1573 1n Geneve. at its fifth session shoul@ be held

- . - e e - -





