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1. The aduinistrative Committee on Co-ordi.aetion (aCC) at 1ts fortieth
sess1on (New York, 18 - 19 October 1965) recommended that an ad hoc
interorganization meeting of senior statistical officers should take place in
the sumner of 1966, The meeting vas held in Geneve from 11 to 14 July 1966 and
was at.ended by the following organizations:

United .lavions

Internatlional Labour Crganisation

Food and Agriculture Organization of the Unived Nations

United Natiors oducational, Scientifzc end Cultural
Orgaenization

liorld Health COrgenization

International ilouetary Fund

General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade

24 In view of the importance of the statistical activities carried out in

1ts region by the Inter american Stabilscical Institute, the Secretary-General

of that orgenization was invited to partici-ate in the .eeting and »rovide
ianformation on the statistical »nrogramue of L.5I. =an observer from the United
dations Research Institute for Social Develomment also atbttended the ueeting.

3. In the light of the discussion at the last session of the Uomu1581on£{ the
follovnng suvmuary account of the inter-agency meeting 1s oresented for the

inlormation of the Comwission,.

1/ 0Ofricial Rocords of the rconomic and Social Council, Thirty-ninth Session,
Supplement No, 17  paras 171-17..
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L The weeting considered a vorking —aper wrepared by the Lnited Nations, setting
out the nrogrammes of the various agencies i1n the different snecial fields of
statisiics uvnder the title of "Integrated Five-Yecr “rogramme of Int rnational
Statistics', n the bosis of this drait, agencies were invited to subumit such
amendments and conditions as were necessary to indicate their work -rogrammes over
the five years 1966-1971. Tt was en-hasized, however, that these »rogramies being
deternizned by the needs and decisions of the organizations concerned were not,
concentually, parts of a si.gle international »rogr mme, lioreover, none of the
organizations, in fact, nossessed a definitive srogreamne for more than a year or
tio ahead and the projects listed uwust therefore be regarded as tentaivive and
subject to chance according to the circumstances in each agenc . The rartzcipating
agencies indicated that they would vrelcowe the coumwents of the Comuissicn on the
programues and on areas of work vhich vould varrant consideration for the

future (see I/CN.3/351 for a revision of the workiag paper).

5. The meeting discussed the mroblems and methods of co-ordination, It was
recalled that the 4CC, 1n recomnending the meebing, had stated that the weeting
should cunsider the subject ol co-ordination of the int.rnational stalistical
nrogrumue as vell as the guestion of future arrangements for inter-agency
consulbation on statistical watters. The wmecting noted that a Consultaiive
Comuittee on Statistical lLiatters, which had existed up to 1962, had been dis-
continued by ACC because 1t had not uwet for a number or vears. aftcer a full
dascussion of the various wethods of achieving inter-asency co-ordination, the
meeting decilded that in bthe »resent circumstances there vere immortant reasons for
establishing a co-ordinating committee on statistical activities as nart of the
machinery of aCC. The need for this ccuwittee arose from the growth in activities
which werranted inter-agency action and from the exnress desire of the Statistical
Comuission that "in smite ol the difiiculties hitherto encuuntered, it was
imherative thaet ositive eflorts should be made by the Secretary-General to achieve

2/

a co~ordinalted internctional statistical prograwmce, tmong the [ields

warrenting inter-agency consultations vere:

2/  Ibid., para. 173.
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l. Co=ordination of data collection and work programues;

2. Duplication of activities between agencies of the Umited
Nations family and other organizations;

3., The growing burdens being im-osed on national statistical
offices;

L. The need for joint action in such fields as computerization,
technical assistance, training and edvcation ol statiscical
personnel, and statistics for econcmic and social development.

6. In the light of these growing »roblems, the weeting recouuended that a
co-ordinating committee on statistical activities should be established and should
meet at least biennially to report to ACC. It vas felt that 1f aCC accepted this
recomunendation, the committee would from tame to tame fand 1t useful to invite
represent- taves of organizations outside the United Nations family to attend its
meetings. It was felt that a .eeting would also be necessary in the year 1967,
follouing the Statistical Comalssionts fourteenth session.

7o The meeting discussed the nroblem sosed by the initiative taken by the
Division of social Sciences of UM SCO in commiling a drait wmanual entitled,
"International Standards for Social Statistics: a Handbook for Research Torkers'.
The drait ol this handbook had been circulated to most of the agencies represented.
A number of the agencies ex- ressed serious cencern at the professional gqualaty of
this document. The weeting felt that 1ork of much higher quality covld be achieved
and that the vork of the international orgsnizations in the [zelds concerned would
have appeared to much greater advantage and showed a nigher level of exvertise if
the agencies concerned had been requested to suoply materzal fallong within their
resnective coupetence. The ueeting regarded this case as an indication of the
need for wore regular machinery [lor co-ordination which would wrovide a means of
consultation oa such nrojects ac a sulizciently early stage. The wmeeting
recommended that UN 5C0 be reguested to reconsider this project or to schedvle 1t
1n such a way thab agencies could nrovide tne waterial covering their resoective
fields of actavity.

8. The meeting discussed the -roblem posed by projects vadertaken in one agency,

invulviag the co-cperation of other agencies. It would be necessary that svch
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projects should be notified as far in advance as wossible ard should, where time
permitted, be discussed at inter-agency meetings and, in any case, between the
agencies concerned. In this conuexion, 1t was felt that the five-year »nrogrammne
of statisiical activities siiould be kept un to date and reviewed at successive
inter-agency meetings,

g. The coumittee saw a need for inter-agency co-ordination in the anplicaticn of
computer methods in the field of international statistics. Interest vas

exprecsed, for example, i1n the generalized nrogr.mnes being prepared in the
International Comouting Centre at United lations Headquarters. 4 clear need was
seen for the inter=-change of rrogramues among organizations and for the inter-
change of experience in the recruitment and training of personnel for comnuter
work. Requests vere also being received from countries for advice in this field,
Possibiiities of economies were seen in the drawing up ol progremues for the
processing of the agricultural and vorulation censuses to be taken about the

year 1970,

10. The meeting dascussed the problem of co-ordination of international statistical
activities in Europe. It noted thav, from the consultations undertaken by the
Conference of Furopean Statisticians, 1t appeared that the oroblem of dunlication
and overlap~ing reguests arose mainly in certain subject fields such as national
accounts, forelgn trade, population, agriculture, industry and current economic
indicators. The wmeeting felt that the establishment of a co-ordinating committee

on statistical activities under the ACC, as orowosed above, would operate to
maintain co-ordination vithin the United Nations family of agencies, The chief
problem 1n hurope, however, 1s the co-ordinatior of the vork ol the organizations
outside the lnited llatiuns family such as the Organisabion for Iconomic Co-
operation and Development, the European T.conomic Community and the Council for
rtutual _conomic assistance. The weeting noted that these organizations »resent
renorts on their statistical vork to Lhe Conference of European Statisticians

at its annual sessions, and suggested that the Conference should arrange a series
of detailed consultations with these organizations concerning their statistical
needs, arrangenents and progremmes in the fields in vhich the problem is most
serious., Revnresentatzves of these organizations should also be invited to meetings

of the proposed co-ordinating committee on statistical activities, Lor discussion

of specific problems,
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11. The weeting noted thac the Conference ol Luropean Statiscicians iad
recomienced, in this connexion, that (a) a list be drawm w of current int rnational
statistical ctandards; (b) the faields of competence of the diflerent orgunizations
in statisuical matters be clarified and (c) a central i1le of statisuical
guescionnalres be established. The meeting considered that these stens would make
only an indirect and »erhaps delayed contribution to the solution of the problem
ol co=ordination in Hurope and that the direct consultations recommended above
would be more effective., It was agreed, however, that the co-ordinating committee
on statistical activities should keep under review the need for and the possibili-
ties of establishing the list of statistical standards and the file of
questionnaires suggested.
12, The weeting heard a statement by the observer from the United ilations Research
Institute for Social Development concerning the work programuie of the Institute,
Particular interest was expressed in the Institutels study ol measurement of levels
ol living, which involved components on vhich statistical work was being done in
the various agencies. The meeting velcomed the research vork being done on this
subject and expressed the vieir that it would be apnropriate that a future inter-
agency meeting shovld be given an oprortunity to review the statisiical asnects
of this work with representatives of the Institute.
13, The meeting discussed a working raper entitled "Relationship between
Jopulation and agricultural Censuses", jointly srepared by the Statistical Cflice
ol the United liations and the Statistics Division of FAO at the request of the
Statisiical Commission at its thirteenth session (see I/CN.3/352 [or a revision
of the working maper). The .eeting came to the following conclusions:
14. Tt 1s not possible to resolve the differences betwveen the conce~is of "farm
population” and "population em~loyed in agricultvral work', as used in the
agricultvral census, and "agricultural nopulction" as zdentzfied i1n the population
census, ‘The concepts are dastinct and have serarate uses. slthough the
elunination of these differences would fccilitate the coumarison ol socue results
of tne two censuses, 1t would not in itself make ~ossible the simultaneous use of

the results.
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15, Simultaneous vse 1s only possible 1f the two censuses have tihe sawe time~
reference, 1.e., 1f the enumerations take place simultaneously. lath simultaneous
enumeration, ol course, the difierences in concepts are not important because
any group of the population can be 1dentifaed as reguired for tihe nurposes of
either census. however, the drawbaclis of simultaneous enumeration preclude the
recommendation of the use of this procedure.

16, The consequence of this situacion -s the necessity 1t i1mposes for the
collection in the agricultural census of informavion on characteristics of the
pooulation which is also collected 1n the population censvs. Hovever, although
countries .1westigate 1n their agriciltural censuses a variety of 1nformacion

on ~onulation characteristics, the only three ol these charact-r.stics on which
data are required for the tabulalions recomuwended in FaO's Progrem [lor the 1970
Vorld Census of dAgriaylture are main occupation ol the holder and sex and age

of ncrsons conuected vith agricultural holdings. The two latter tooics should
not resent any diflizculties of collection in agricultural censuses. The greatest
advantagce of relating the results of the two censuses, therefore, lies only in
the »ossibality ol eliminating the need for the dunlicate collection of data on
occupation ol economically active rersons. walthough this 1s unlortunate, 1t

1s no umore so than the need to collect duslicate information on this and other
tonics 1n mopulotion <nd housing censuses which are not taken simultaneouvsly.

17. The meeting felt that the time and place of the next weeting on the

co~ordination of stabistical nrogromies shovld be decided by correspondence,



