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This template allows you to record your comments on draft SNA chapter 28 “Input-
output and other matrix-based analyses” and, at the same time, makes it easy for us to use 
your comments in considering revisions to the draft chapter.  You may complete any or 
all parts of the template. 
 
There is no file comparing existing text with draft text for this chapter because the draft is 
largely new text. 
 
Save this template and send it as an attachment to the following e-mail address:  
sna@un.org 
 
 
Note 
 
The chapter does not attempt to describe IO tables at any length.  There are many other 
documents that do this including the newly released Eurostat manual.  The chapter 
concentrates only on the process of converting the supply and use tables to a symmetric 
format. 
 
The material in section B was suggested at a stage too late for incorporation in chapter 14 
but was felt to be useful to include in this chapter. 
 
There are two large tables needed for the chapter that are still under preparation;  these 
are the table showing the supply and use table with the cross-classification of 
intermediate inputs by industry and institutional sector and the symmetric IO table.  They 
will be posted as soon as they are available but should not be a cause for delaying the 
comment on the chapter. 
 
 
Part I: General comments 
 
In the space below, please provide any general comments.  This may cover e.g. the 
structure of the chapter, issues missing and (lack of) consistency with other chapters of 
the 2008 SNA. 
 

 1

mailto:sna@un.org


 
General comments: 
General 
comment 

Belatedly, I have had a quick look at the new SNA and this chapter. 
 
In the SNA93, SAMs rightly had a chapter to themselves.  They are 
particularly relevant to developing countries.  Mere input-output analysis 
is surely outmoded, especially given the miniscule size of the 
manufacturing sectors in most poorer countries.  Forward linkages 
captured in a SAM are just as (if not more) important.  And where is the 
pro-poor analysis in the new SNA? 
 
So why have SAMs been relegated to and dismissed in a short paragraph 
as nothing more than a satellite account?  SAMs are hardly a satellite.  
They encapsulate the whole SNA.  The idea that a SAM “…moves 
beyond a rigorous accounting structure based on observations…” is quite 
extraordinary:  In the countries that I work with, most of the SNA is 
already well beyond rigor, given the size of informal and own-account 
production (over half the economy in many cases).  And are household 
expenditure survey data not legitimate observations for national 
accounting?  In fact they are often the most comprehensive source in 
terms of percentage of GDP.  How else do you determine the likely size 
of informal and own-account production? 
 
Admittedly income of households is problematic to measure, but since 
when does the SNA consider income as accruing exclusively to 
individuals?  Since when have measurement problems limited the 
production boundary? 
 
I can only conclude that the SNA is no longer as universally applicable 
as it claims to be.  It takes virtually no account whatever of the limited 
needs and even more limited resources of the large majority of countries 
in Africa (and more than a quarter of UN member states) that have GDPs 
of less than $10 billion US dollars.  No problem, provided not all 
countries are expected to “implement” the SNA. 
 

 
 
 
Part II: Comments on specific draft paragraphs and sections 
 
All comments on specific draft paragraphs are welcome. They can be about e.g. scope, 
content and clarity.  Proposing a concrete alternative text or table is also possible.  For the 
paragraphs in separate sections, separate forms are used for providing and collecting 
comments (see below).  
 

A.  Introduction (paragraphs 28.1-28.4) 
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General 
comment 

 Click here and start typing.   
 

28.1  Click here and start typing.   
 

*  Click here and start typing.   
 

      * Insert rows in this Word table for each paragraph on which you wish to comment. 
 

B.  Further discussion of the supply and use tables (paragraphs 28.5-28.20) 

General 
comment 

 Click here and start typing.   
 

28.5  Click here and start typing.   
 

*  Click here and start typing.   
 

      * Insert rows in this Word table for each paragraph on which you wish to comment. 
 

C.  Deriving an input-output table (paragraphs 28.21-28.41) 

General 
comment 

 Click here and start typing.   
 

28.21  Click here and start typing.   
 

*  Click here and start typing.   
 

      * Insert rows in this Word table for each paragraph on which you wish to comment. 
 

D.  Expressing the sequence of accounts in matrix form (paragraphs 28.42-28.52) 

General 
comment 

 Click here and start typing.   
 

28.42  Click here and start typing.   
 

*  Click here and start typing.   
 

      * Insert rows in this Word table for each paragraph on which you wish to comment. 
 

E.  Social accounting matrices (paragraphs 28.53-28.56) 

General 
comment 

 Click here and start typing.   
 

28.53  Click here and start typing.   
 

*  Click here and start typing.   
 

      * Insert rows in this Word table for each paragraph on which you wish to comment. 
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Part III. Other specific comments 
 
You are welcome to make other specific comments.  To assist you in doing so, the 
following points are provided as a guide to the types of points on which you might wish 
to comment.  Note, though, that you are not restricted to commenting on only these 
points. 

 

1.  Is the alternative treatment of the CIF to FOB adjustment clear? 

2.  Is the impact of the revised treatment of goods for processing on the SUT 
clear? 

3.  Is the discussion on how to convert the SUT to IOT clear? 

4.  Is the matrix presentation of the sequence of accounts clear? 

5  Are there references that should be added (especially for SAMs)? 
 
Specific comments: 

Specific 
comments 

 Click here and start typing.   

 
You are also welcome to comment directly on the PDF file of the draft chapter. Please do 
so by using Adobe Acrobat Version 6 or 7. 
 
If you don’t have Adobe Acrobat Version 6 or 7 and would like to make detailed 
comments, please send a message to sna@un.org requesting a version of the draft chapter 
that permits you to comment. To optimize your commenting tools, please download 
Adobe Reader 7.0 for free from http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html 
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