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Guest of Honour
The Host, Executive Director
Development Partners present

National Accounts experts,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

May I first of all, on behalf of the African Development Bank Group, wish thank the Government and people of Uganda for their warm hospitality. I am also grateful to the host, the Uganda Bureau of Statistics as well as all the development partners who have contributed to make this seminar on Developing a Programme for the Implementation of the SNA and Supporting Statistics and Developing an Implementation Strategy for the System of Environment Economic Accounting in the ECOWAS, EAC and COMESA regions a success; namely, the United Nations Development Programme, United Nations Environment Programme and the World Bank.
Guest of honour,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Before I talk to the issues relating to the seminar, let me say a few things about the Bank. The African Development Bank, a premier development finance institution in Africa, has its fundamental mission and core function of financing development projects and programs by deploying concessional and non concessional resources to promote socio-economic development in African countries. But its role is more than just financing development projects. It also assists member countries to better target their development projects, programs and policies and to develop clear and systematic measurement and reporting mechanisms on achievements of outputs, outcomes, and their impacts on the lives of African people. This approach is premised on the Bank’s ongoing commitment to the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness, to the Accra Agenda for Action, and in line with the directives of the ADF Deputies which mandate the Bank to place results measurement at the core of its development agenda. And the achievement of the results agenda hinges critically on the availability of reliable and timely statistics. In this context and, as part of the global agenda on Managing for Development Results, the Bank is making considerable efforts to strengthen both its own capacity and the capacity of its regional member countries to manage for, monitor and report on development results that reflect country priorities.

Guest of honour,

The Bank has since January 2008 systematically required the incorporation of a standardized set of indicators that measure the most recurrent outputs and intermediate outcomes achieved through its operations. To this end, the Bank makes it mandatory that efforts are made to ensure that adequate capacity is developed to generate the requisite data and monitor project indicators at the country level. Following international best practice, the Bank henceforth requires that all its projects and programs set aside adequate resources of a project’s total cost on monitoring and evaluation efforts, both to build country capacity and to collect data as part of project implementation. The Bank will allow for higher allocations to projects that are deemed complex or where existing national statistical systems are weak. Consequently, this move will scale up our statistical development activities in African countries both in terms financial and technical support for national statistical systems. In 2014, we have targeted about 10-12 countries to benefit from this initiative.
Guest of honour, Ladies & Gentlemen,

Today the Bank stands as the leading provider of technical assistance and financial support for statistical development in 54 African countries. This assistance and support also covers sub-regional organizations and statistical training centers in Africa. Through its statistical capacity building program, the Bank has provided over 100 million US Dollars in direct grants over the last 10 years to build capacity in African countries. The Bank is currently in the process of preparing another statistical capacity building program for three years, which will commence in 2014. This is should further continue to sustain the efforts and achievements so far attained in the last decade.  

Guest of honour Ladies and Gentlemen
Reliable economic data is critical for the formulation of good macroeconomic policies and tracking their outcomes effectively. They also underpin investors’ sentiments and credit ratings for the country. Africa has recorded very good performance over the past decade and although growth has slowed over the past few years, it is still high compared to other regions. Part of this success is due to improved macroeconomic management resulting from better macroeconomic policies, better qualified staff engaged in these policies and improved data availability and quality.  

There has also been a continuous increase in demand for data to effectively respond to crises, analysis and policy work. With the increased interconnectedness between economies, the need for access to more and comparable data on a timely basis is continuously growing. 
Ladies and Gentlemen  

As you may be aware during 2012, concerns were raised in the international press about the quality of statistics in Africa and particularly about GDP estimates. The reliability of economic statistics is a crucial concern now that African development is gathering pace and foreign investors need reassurance that they can rely on African statistics.  The African Development Bank was naturally concerned about these criticisms because for over a decade now it has run an extensive and successful statistical capacity building program aimed at enhancing statistical capability in its regional member countries. An additional reason for concern is that the Bank was coordinating an African regional component of the 2011 round of the International Comparison Program. The main purpose of the program is to compare the real levels of GDP in Africa –“real” in the sense that price differences are removed, so that the comparison is between the underlying volumes of goods and services being produced and consumed in the participating countries. If countries’ GDP estimates for 2011 are really as weak as these critics allege – whereby some countries may be under or over stating their GDP by 60 percent or more, then the whole African component of the ICP could be undermined.
As a result the Bank in the first quarter of 2013 carried out a survey to better gauge the reliability of GDP estimates in its 54 member countries through the issuance of a questionnaire to experts in national statistical offices. Overall, the results of the situational survey as regard to GDP estimates in Africa were not nearly as bad as has recently been suggested. Nevertheless, the survey points out some areas of weakness which must be addressed.
Ladies and gentlemen,

It is with this understanding that the Bank finds this seminar timely as it is in resonance with its effort to support countries produce liable, timely and comparable statistics. As outlined above the Bank together with other partners stands ready to contribute in the statistical development endevours on the continent. We believe that by coordinating our statistical building activities in all countries, we stand to benefit from economies of scale, standardization of methodologies and improvements in data harmonization and comparability. The continent also stands to gain in fostering the culture of accountability, good governance and results measurement in the pursuit of development and in ensuring the optimal use of the scarce development resources. All this would be very difficult to achieve, if not impossible, in the absence of reliable and timely statistics.
Guest of Honour, 
Allow me, to end my remarks by once again reiterating the Bank’s strong commitment to support African countries, in their efforts to strengthen their statistical systems and in advancing the results agenda through evidence based development policy management.
I wish you all a successful seminar.  Thank you for your kind attention. 
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