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Report on the outcome of the Global Consultation on the Annotated Outline of SNA Chapter 21-BPM Chapter 20 - Communicating and Disseminating Economic Statistics[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Prepared by Sanjiv Mahajan (SNA editor) and Jannick Damgaard (BPM lead) and cleared by SNA and BPM Project Managers. 
] 


Overview
· A total of 57 respondents[footnoteRef:3] contributed to this consultation. They are distributed as below: [3: ] 

	Region
	Number
	Percentage

	Central and Southern Asia
	2
	4%

	Eastern and South-Eastern Asia
	8
	14%

	Europe and North America
	20
	35%

	Latin America and the Caribbean
	5
	9%

	North Africa and Western Asia
	10
	18%

	Oceania
	2
	4%

	Sub-Saharan Africa
	10
	18%

	Total
	57
	100%



· As shown in the table below, there was overwhelming support for the coverage and balance of the material proposed for inclusion in the chapter and the outline was seen as being clear. The need for better use of, and clear, terminology was reinforced. 

	
	Is anything missing?
	Is anything unnecessary?
	Is anything unclear?
	Is the balance appropriate?

	Yes
	8
	4
	7
	52

	No
	48
	53
	50
	4

	No response
	1
	0
	0
	1




· Further points will evolve from the final CMTT Guidance Notes and user testing. The need to reflect different users have different user needs and the role of using easier to understand language is widely accepted. 
· Number of comments were also received which are discussed below.

Responses to specific, more substantial, comments and suggestions
· Some comments requested more on innovations covering the use of graphs, charts and social media and modern channels for disseminations targeting different users. Some aspects requested have been previously reduced or removed based on AEG/BOPCOM feedback, we will review the requests with a principles and guidance focus and avoid compilation advice. 
· Comments on the applicability of the alignment framework. The principles of the proposed alignment framework will be explained supported with examples to consider. It should be noted, it is voluntary and does not have to be published but may show to be useful for planning, prioritisation and metadata for users.
· One comment raised the issue of centralisation versus subsidiarity. The SNA sets out concepts, guidance and principles which can be implemented - however a country chooses how far it goes. The SNA does not form legislation or force full adoption of the SNA, thereby there are no subsidiarity issues. 
· One comment mentioned the policies in the annotated outline are very broad and appear to be relevant for all official statistics not just national accounts. This is correct. The purpose is to give producers a wide range of considerations, and the communication chapter is needed for national accounts and balance of payments, amongst other domains to develop more comparability. 
· A few comments on raising the prominence, importance and role of the net measures varied from this should not be in the chapter to more detail would be welcomed. It is up to countries how far they go but we will retain the point and explain further why it is needed. 
· One comment questioned the need, relevance and suggested dropping sections on ‘statistical confidentiality (Section V)’, ‘taxonomies and metadata (Section VI)’ and ‘a framework for measuring alignment with the economic accounting statistical standards (Section VII).’ These topics are viewed as key to providing users more details and increasing comparability as well as strong support for the topics through the Global Consultation covering the relevant Communication Guidance Notes.  
· One comment on the alignment framework covered the link to the IMF data quality assessment framework and the degree to which alignment was achieved could have positive and negative impact. The proposal will help countries to evaluate their compliance as well as inform planning, allocating resources and developing priorities. Countries are not obliged to publish such assessments, thus they can manage the impact. However for comparability purposes and users’ understanding there are benefits which will be reflected. The Guidance Note CM.3 is in the process of user testing and the feedback will be reflected.
· One comment suggested merging SNA Chapters 20 and 21. We have reviewed the two chapters and they will remain separate as there is sufficient difference in the aims and content of the issues. Duplicated material will be kept to a minimum using cross-references. 
· One comment reflected the need to avoid replicating or repeating other available guidance. We will do so wherever possible and use references as appropriate. 

Responses to specific, more minor, comments and suggestions
· Lots of supportive comments and ideas to reflect will be considered in drafting the chapter. The following, more minor, comments and suggestions will be taken on board: 
· More on the role and links with suppliers and legal frameworks to collect data from suppliers. 
· Clarify the links to the Generic Statistical Business Process Model (GSBPM) the focus on suppliers and users.
· Only cover overall principles and guidance in relation to statistical confidentiality but also provide greater clarity and aim to publish as much as possible.
· Data sharing in the context of confidentiality. 
· References to SDMX. 
· Publishing or making available methodological documentation.
The following, more minor, comments and suggestions have not been taken on board:
· As with the SNA generally, the chapter will not include content concerning the compilation of estimates and data sources. We will focus more on the principles and remove detailed guidance that could be addressed in appropriate compilation manuals. For example, it is recognised there will be measurement challenges improving the net measures but they will be covered outside the SNA via compilation manuals and information sharing.
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