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Report on the outcome of the Global Consultation on the Annotated Outline of SNA Chapter 34 – Measuring wellbeing

Overview
A total of 28 respondents contributed to this consultation. As shown in the table below, there was strong support for the coverage and balance of material proposed for inclusion in the chapter and the outline was generally seen as being clear. A number of more substantive comments were received that are discussed below.
	Region 
	Number 
	Percentage 

	Central and Southern Asia
	2
	7%

	Eastern and South-Eastern Asia
	4
	14%

	Europe and North America
	12
	43%

	Latin America and the Caribbean
	2
	7%

	North Africa and Western Asia
	4
	14%

	Oceania
	1
	4%

	Sub-Saharan Africa
	3
	11%

	Total 
	28
	100%



	 
	Is anything missing? 
	Is anything unnecessary? 
	Is anything unclear? 
	Is the balance appropriate? 

	Yes 
	4 
	2
	6
	26 

	No 
	24
	26 
	22 
	2


Responses to specific, more substantial, comments and suggestions
· There was a request for an explicit definition of wellbeing rather than a description as proposed. Developing definitions will be considered in the drafting process and the descriptions will be as precise as possible, but it is not the intention that the revised SNA will provide a final statistical definition of wellbeing that can be applied in all contexts
· As part of drafting the description of wellbeing and placing the role of the SNA in the broader discussion of wellbeing, it will be necessary to incorporate content about a range of topics that were noted in a number of comments. These topics included subjective wellbeing, links to the SNA production boundary, welfare measurement, value perspectives and judgements, consumer surplus, non-market outputs – links to quality adjustment of volume indicators (including discussion of outputs and outcomes), and non-use values. It is evident that many of these topics are outside the measurement scope of the SNA sequence of economic accounts. However, it is expected that, in drafting the chapter, the topics listed above and other relevant concepts will be discussed to ensure that the relationship between these concepts and the role of the SNA in supporting their measurement is clearly described. At the same time, it is recalled that it is not intended to provide a complete approach to the measurement of all aspects of wellbeing but rather to focus on the SNA’s contribution to this endeavour.
· A number of comments raised concerns about the inclusion of the topic of decent work in the measurement of wellbeing. Its inclusion reflects that the topic of decent work is an emerging one within the wider discussion of employment and wellbeing which combines a range of topics inherent to understanding the nature of employment and work (e.g. hours of work, occupational safety, child labour). Its inclusion also recognizes that decent work is an established statistical term with relevant standards adopted by ICLS in 2013. In drafting, focus will be placed on the potential of SNA data to support some aspects of its measurement, recognizing that the precise nature of the link between decent work and wellbeing remains an area of research.
· One comment noted a concern about the mention of composite indicators. It is not intended to propose or recommend a composite indicator but their relevance to measurement in this area will be noted in the draft chapter. 
· It was noted that some Guidance Notes on wellbeing and sustainability have consultation processes ongoing and there are potentially other GNs (for example on valuation principles) that may have connections to the discussion in this chapter. In the drafting of the chapter, the outcomes from those processes will be incorporated.
· One comment raised concerns about the potential for this chapter, combined with the associated chapters (chapters 2 and 35) will provide too much material on these topics relative to (a) the overall size of the SNA and (b) the relative maturity of the discussion. There was also a concern of duplication occurring across the 3 chapters. Given the overall support for the structure and coverage of the SNA as a whole, there is no plan to reduce the number of chapters or fundamentally change the proposed chapter structures. It will, of course, be important to ensure the material is carefully drafted to remove redundancy, ensure coherence (both across these chapters and with other chapters) and maintain a focus on key issues.
Responses to specific, more minor, comments and suggestions
The following, more minor, comments and suggestions will be taken on board while drafting the chapter: 
· Consideration through the drafting process for the discussion of additional topics that can be related to wellbeing including: gender equity, violence in all its forms, access the housing and finance, volunteering, leisure, tax havens and the treatment of non-residents. In a number of these cases, the links that can be made to the role of the SNA may be less strong or evident and this will be an important consideration in determining the balance of content in the chapter. 
· Further, concerning specific topics included in the outline, there was a request for explanation of the relevance and role of SNA in relation to: non-market digital services, unpaid household services (and own-account production), health care, forms of work, and the informal and non-observed economy
· For all of the topics raised in the last two dot points, clarity is needed on the links to different accounts either within the sequence of economic accounts or in thematic/extended accounts.
· There was a request for explicit mention of wealth in relation to the use of the SNA for assessing distributional aspects, i.e. in addition to income and consumption. 
· There is a need to clarify the meaning of “integrated datasets”.
· There will be a need to refer clearly to other bodies of statistical work, guidance and standards including ICLS, the Statistical Framework for Measuring the Sustainability of Tourism and the UN Network of Economic Statisticians
· Text will be included explaining relevant changes from the 2008SNA.
The following, more minor, comments and suggestions have not been taken on board:
· As for the SNA generally, the chapter will not include content concerning the compilation of estimates and data sources. Thus, the chapter will not provide content concerning, for example, challenges with data reliability and survey response rates.
