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Report on the Outcome of the Global Consultation on the Annotated Outline of BPM7 Chapter 16/2025 SNA Chapter 22 – Digitalization[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Prepared by Marshall Reinsdorf (SNA editor) and Venkat Josyula (BPM lead) and cleared by SNA and BPM Project Managers.] 


Overview
As shown in the table below, the responses from the global consultation indicate strong support for the coverage and balance of the proposed chapter content, and a large majority of respondents found the outline to be clear.[footnoteRef:3] The substantive comments received are discussed below.  [3:  The global consultation on the draft AO took place during December 2022–January 2023, collecting input from 58 respondents representing 47 economies. European countries had the largest participation (29 percent), followed by Middle East and Central Asia countries (24 percent), Asia and Pacific countries (22 percent), Western Hemisphere countries (16 percent), and African countries (nine percent).] 

	
	Is anything missing?
	Is anything unnecessary?
	Is anything unclear?
	Is the balance appropriate?

	Yes
	9
	2
	9
	52

	No
	48
	56
	49
	5



Responses to Specific, More Substantial, Comments and Suggestions
· Many respondents asked for the sort of detailed compilation guidance normally found in a compilation manual. This includes requests for industry and product classifications of digital activities/products. Compilation procedures and classification will be covered in future compilation guidance. This chapter will cover the broader conceptual framework and high‑level compilation guidance that won’t need to change as conditions evolve.
· There were requests to cover crypto asset "exchanges" and crypto asset deposits/loans. The classification of crypto asset exchanges as financial auxiliaries will be mentioned, and the chapter will discuss the similar treatment of their income from bid-ask spreads to security dealers/market makers (since at least some crypto assets have a corresponding liability—e.g., stable coins—the exchanges can be classified as financial auxiliaries). The treatment of crypto assets deposit and loans is currently in flux. Any relevant developments will be taken into account in the editing process. 
· There was a request to discuss the construction of datacenters (in Section II on Digital Goods and Services) and the treatment of recurring (auto-renewing) digital orders (in Section V on Measuring Prices and Volumes of Products affected by Digitalization). Investment in datacenters will be covered, but because the purpose of the SNA does not provide the detailed compilation guidance, the discussion of digital ordering will not be detailed enough to provide advice on recurring digital orders.   
· There was a request to discuss the difference between e-money and digital currencies. This distinction will be made clear in the section on crypto assets and digital currencies.
· There were suggestions and requests for clarifying the discussions on fungible crypto assets and NFTs, including the classification of these assets. These suggestions and clarification requests will be taken into account when drafting the chapter.
· There was also a comment that the typology of fungible crypto assets has not yet been fully discussed and needs more work. For example, the treatment of crypto assets designed to act as a medium of exchange within a platform doesn’t take account of Ether, which is a medium of exchange within the Ethereum platform (Ethereum). Further guidance will be provided at the drafting stage based on the outcome of GN F.18 (related to the treatment of crypto assets without corresponding liability). 
· There were requests for more discussion of digital trade, including a mention in the introduction, its definition, and a link to the Handbook on Measuring Digital Trade. Digital trade will be mentioned in the introduction and a brief discussion of measures of digital trade will be added to the section on tools to increase the visibility of digitalization. In addition, discussion on Digital Trade from BPM7 Annex 5 will also be referenced. The Handbook will be listed in the reference list at the end of the SNA. We will also mention, concisely, the measurement challenges arising from digital trade recognizing that the SNA generally does not provide detailed guidance on compilation issues.
· There was a request to locate the guidance on prices and volumes, digital trade and globalization, and crypto financial instruments in the wider topic chapters rather than in this thematic chapter. A related comment said that we are asking too much of NSOs by including digital SUTs and the extended SUTs on globalization of Chapter 23. The existing organization is considered effective, and the optional tools for enhancing the visibility of digitalization and globalization are considered critical.
Responses to Specific, More Minor, Comments and Suggestions
The following, more minor, comments and suggestions will be taken on board while drafting the chapter: 
· Clarify the treatment of data inputs used in producing data assets or AI decision-making. 
· Mention the important influence of digitalization of inputs on production processes.
· Use the same terminology in the section on Digital SUTs and the section on DIPs and clarify the terms’ definitions. 
· Clarify the relationship between digital SUTs and the digital economy thematic account.
· Note that central bank digital currencies (CBDCs) are not crypto assets. 
· Clarify what’s inside the production boundary, including free digital services.
The following, more minor, comments and suggestions have not been taken on board:
· The section on Digital Goods and Services omits digital platforms and digital financial services. They could be elaborated in subsections of a broader section with a complete taxonomy of digital goods and services. In response, introductory language will be included in this section clarifying the scope of the section and the range of digital goods and services.  
· One comment said that a clear methodology for measuring the digital economy is missing. The chapter will not offer a definition of the digital economy, but it will discuss digital SUTs and a digital economy thematic account. 
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