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Report on the outcome of the Global Consultation on the Annotated Outline of SNA Chapter 35 – Measuring sustainability

Overview
A total of 25 respondents contributed to this consultation. As shown in the table below, there was strong support for the coverage and balance of material proposed for inclusion in the chapter. While the outline was generally seen as being clear, about one-third of respondents had comments on this issue. A number of more substantive comments were received that are discussed below.
	Region 
	Number 
	Percentage 

	Central and Southern Asia
	2
	8%

	Eastern and South-Eastern Asia
	4
	16%

	Europe and North America
	11
	44%

	Latin America and the Caribbean
	1
	4%

	North Africa and Western Asia
	3
	12%

	Oceania
	1
	4%

	Sub-Saharan Africa
	3
	12%

	Total 
	25
	100%



	 
	Is anything missing? 
	Is anything unnecessary? 
	Is anything unclear? 
	Is the balance appropriate? 

	Yes 
	5
	3
	8
	21 

	No 
	20
	22 
	17
	4


Responses to specific, more substantial, comments and suggestions
· A number of comments raised concerns about the title of the chapter and more generally about the focus of sustainability that is intended. While the general intention was to discuss the role of the SNA in measuring the sustainability of wellbeing, this was not clear. No clear alternative title emerged from the comments and hence the choice of title will continue to be discussed in the drafting process. 
· Related to the question of the focus for the chapter, a number of comments concerned the relatively high focus on environmental sustainability (in having its own section) and the lack of direct mention of economic and social sustainability. Different views were expressed on the appropriate way forward, some indicating a preference for a sole focus on environmental sustainability and others seeking a broader coverage. The general intention is for the chapter to consider the role of the SNA in relation to measurement of economic, environmental and social sustainability accepting that the balance of material on each of these aspects may vary reflecting the state of statistical development for each aspect. In this regard, it is also noted that it is not intended to provide a complete approach to the measurement of all aspects of sustainability but rather to focus on the SNA’s contribution to this endeavour. In the drafting of the chapter, attention will be placed on ensuring an appropriate balance of material and clarification of the intended scope of measurement for the chapter.
· Some comments referred to comments also made in relation to Chapter 2 about the need for definitions of wellbeing and sustainability. While it is agreed that definitions would be ideal, it is not the intention that the revised SNA will provide final statistical definitions of these complex and multi-dimensional concepts that can be applied in all contexts. Nonetheless, in the drafting process as much precision as possible will be incorporated.
· One comment raised concerns about the potential for this chapter, combined with the associated chapters (chapters 2 and 34) will provide too much material on these topics relative to (a) the overall size of the SNA and (b) the relative maturity of the discussion. Given the overall support for the structure and coverage of the SNA as a whole there is no plan to reduce the number of chapters. It will, of course, be important to ensure the material is carefully drafted to remove redundancy and focus on key issues.
· One comment raised concern about the inclusion of topics such as strong and weak sustainability, critical natural capital, and planetary boundaries. These are important and long-standing considerations in the broader discussion of sustainability and one aim in the chapter will be to discussion the role of the SNA in supporting discussion of these concepts. Again, it is noted that it is not intended to provide a complete approach to the measurement of all aspects of sustainability. How these topics are discussed in the chapter will emerge through the drafting process.
· One comment raised the concern that a number of the topics proposed for inclusion in the chapter (and the associated chapters 2 and 34) have not been sufficiently considered through the revision process to this point and more broadly the content reflects a subset of the breadth of topics that should be incorporated and which are part of the ongoing work in this space. While it is accepted that the material may not be exhaustive from all perspectives, the generally positive response to the outlines suggests that the proposed scope is appropriate to the ambition of describing the role of the SNA in the measurement of wellbeing and sustainability rather than the related but separate ambition of comprehensively measuring wellbeing and sustainability.
Responses to specific, more minor, comments and suggestions
The following, more minor, comments and suggestions will be taken on board while drafting the chapter: 
· Clarifying the measurement of financial sustainability including links to emerging financial instruments, such as green bonds, and environmental markets.
· Incorporating discussion of the potential for the derivation of net measures of income and wealth that take into account depletion and degradation recognizing the challenges and assumptions involved and noting the need to align with the discussion of net measures in other chapters.
· Extending the discussion of environmental sustainability to cover all environmental assets not only ecosystem assets.
· Incorporating discussion on the links to the SNA production boundary
· Incorporating discussion on the concepts of ecosystem capacity and ecosystem resilience.
· Incorporating discussion on biodiversity, the ocean economy and sustainable tourism which each represent distinct entry points to the discussion of sustainability.
· Recognizing the challenge of measuring social capital as an asset akin to produced and natural capital.
· Clarifying the framing being used to consider sustainability as relating to asset-based accounting, while also recognizing the relevance of a range of information on flows in assessing the links between the economic, environmental and social dimensions of sustainability. 
· Clarifying the appropriate level of discussion and location of discussion (within the revised SNA) about the communication of wellbeing and sustainability measures.
· Incorporating text explaining relevant changes from the 2008SNA.
The following, more minor, comments and suggestions have not been taken on board:
· Some comments noted a range of measurement challenges related to valuing assets (e.g. the use of net present value techniques, the use of sustainability assumptions, non-convexities in capital investment, marginal and total capital values, scarcity considerations, connections between asset values). While these challenges will be acknowledged in the chapter, a wider discussion on appropriate treatments will not be included and references will be made to relevant supporting material.
· As for the SNA generally, the chapter will not include content concerning the compilation of estimates and data sources. 
