
ISWGNA | Communication TT 1

Communication TT: 
Governance and 
Structure
OCTOBER 5, 2020

Sanjiv Mahajan (co-chair of TT)
Head of Methods and Research Engagement 
UK Office for National Statistics



2ISWGNA | Communication TT

Outline

 Background
 Objective
 Workstreams
 Deliverables
 Composition
 Timeline



ISWGNA | Communication TT 3

Joint TT on Communication: Background

• Terminology and Presentation have a significant 
impact on data interpretation and use by 
governments, researchers, students, businesses, 
media, citizens and other statistical producers.  

• The way we communicate the SNA concepts 
should maximize analytical usefulness, quality, 
scope, comparability (time and countries), and 
policy applications of macroeconomic statistics. 

• Coordination across statistical domains is needed 
to maintain consistency and coherency between 
macroeconomic accounting frameworks. 

Communication added as a fourth priority for the SNA 
research agenda.
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• Objective: oversee the development of recommendations and tools aimed to improve the 
way macroeconomic statistics and accounts are communicated and presented to a diverse 
set of users. 

• Joint TT: approved by the 51st UN Statistical Commission (2020). 

• The Joint TT includes representatives of: ISWGNA, AEG, BOPCOM, GFSAC, etc.

1953 1968 1993 2008

Joint TT on Communication: Objective
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Joint TT on Communication: Workstreams

Terminology
Review of macroeconomic accounting terminology.

Taxonomy
Development of a taxonomies related to SNA products and processes.

Alignment
Review of the assessment framework used to measure alignment with the macroeconomic 
accounting statistical standards.

Compilers Hub
Development of a Collaborative Hub for Compilers of economic statistics for networking, 
sharing tools, and co-development. 

Digital Manuals
Digitalization of ‘new’ macroeconomic accounting manuals and related materials and digitization 
of ‘old’ material.
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Joint TT on Communication: Deliverables

Terminology
Guidance note on terminology of macroeconomic accounts.

Taxonomy
Guidance note on taxonomies of SNA products and processes.

Alignment
Guidance note on assessment framework for alignment with standards. 

Compilers Hub
Online platform: collaborative hub for compilers of macroeconomic statistics. 

Digital Manuals
Digital macroeconomic accounting manuals. 
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Joint TT on Communication: Composition

Terminology
Chairs: Sanjiv Mahajan & Yuko Ueno
Secretariat: IMF & WB

Taxonomy
Chairs: Sanjiv Mahajan & Yuko Ueno
Secretariat: IMF & WB

Alignment
Chairs: Sanjiv Mahajan & Yuko Ueno
Secretariat: IMF & WB

Compilers Hub
Chairs: Michael Smedes & tbd
Secretariat: IMF & UNSD

Digital Manuals
Chairs: Andrew Hancock & tbd
Secretariat: UNSD
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Joint TT on Communication: Timeline

October 2020
First meeting of 

each sub task team

End-2020
Development of wire 

frames for Hub

By October 2021
Draft of guidance 

notes

2021
Launch of Compilers 

Hub

2022-23
Consultation and test of 

guidance notes & 
development of digital 

manuals
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• Are the 5 workstreams defined by the TT considered suitable?

• Should other workstreams be included?

• Are you interested in participate in any workstream?

Joint TT on Communication: Questions to AEG
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END

Thank you!
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