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A set of internationally consistent alignment frameworks have been established to 
provide users of System of National Accounts (SNA), Balance of Payments and 

International Investment Position (BPM) and Government Finance Statistics (GFS) with 
a better understanding of the methodological composition, comparability and quality of 
the estimates.  

  
The frameworks provide information regarding a country’s alignment to the concepts, 
methods, classifications and tables / accounts recommended by the macroeconomic 

accounting frameworks. The goal of the alignment framework is to communicate 
important metadata-type information to users, which will assist them in their use and 
interpretation of these statistics such as: (i) information about the quality of cross-

country comparisons and assist in making appropriate adjustments to achieve 
comparability in their analyses; and (ii) the extent to which major revisions should be 
expected in the future, such as in cases where an economy statistical compilation is not 

fully aligned with the international standards. 
  
The frameworks detail the key concepts: accounting rules; methods; classification 

systems; and tables/accounts pertaining to the respective macroeconomic framework — 
SNA, BPM, GFSM. A brief definition of each component of the framework is provided 
below: 

  
• Concepts reflect the articulation of a macroeconomic idea, activity, interaction, state, 

or notion of a macroeconomic accounting standard, and determine what gets 
measured. For example, the concept of production in the 2008 SNA ultimately 
determines the size of a given economy. Other key concepts include income, assets, 

capital formation, expenditure and consumption among others.  
  
• Accounting rules reflect the guidelines that macroeconomic compilers should follow 

when recording transactions and other economic flows. In the context of the 
macroeconomic statistics, accounting rules determine how activities get recorded. For 
example, a key accounting rule in the 2008 SNA that transactions are recorded “on an 

accrual basis throughout” (2008 SNA § 3.163).  
  
• Methods are closely associated with accounting rules. One way to interpret a method 

is to view it as the way a macroeconomic accountant implements an accounting rule or 
measures a concept. For example, one compiler may decide to use a series of price 



indices to derive an estimate of the market value for a stock of assets while another 
compiler may decide to obtain observed values recorded on the balance sheets of 

enterprises. Both are following the same valuation rule but are using different methods 
to apply the rule.  
  

Classifications, tables and accounts are used to determine what and the level of detail 
to be presented to users. They specify the structure and terminology that should be 
adopted when communicating macroeconomic statistics to users. They also outline 

what information is provided to users. Most macroeconomic standards have already 
identified a set of accounts or tables that are considered the minimum requirements to 

declare alignment to a set of standards. Since this is both well-defined and widely used, 
it is proposed that this is incorporated into the alignment framework.   
 

Instructions 
 
To respond to the questionnaire as a user of National Accounts information, please 

select the SNA version below. 
 
To respond to the questions as a user of Balance of Payments information, please select 

the BPM version below. 
 
For each question, please provide the answer by clicking the relevant check box or by 

typing in the framed textboxes, which will automatically expand to fit the text. 
 
Please note that the survey may reach one or more contacts in your agency; however, 

only one response is expected. A printable version of the questionnaire and the 
guidance note are available at the SNA Consultations webpage of the United Nations 
Statistics Division. If you have any questions, please contact: 

fberry@imf.org and sna@un.org. We look forward to and highly appreciate your 
collaboration. 

 
Sincerely,  
Communication Task Team 

 

Name and Affiliation 
 

0. Please provide your information below: 
   Country ________________________________________ 
   Institution/Organization ________________________________________ 

   Name ________________________________________ 
   Position/Title ________________________________________ 

   Email ________________________________________ 
 
 



1. Click below for the respective versions of the Questionnaire. 
    SNA version 
    BPM version 

 
Destination: SNA Version - Introduction (Set in 1 (SNA version)) 
Destination: BPM Version - Introduction (Set in 1 (BPM version)) 

 
(End of Page 1 ) 
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SNA Version - Introduction 
 
Below are the completed alignment frameworks have been prepared by Mexico and 

Costa Rica. We are asking you, as a user of National Accounts information to review the 
information and respond to the questions below. 
 

 
 
 





 



1A. Do the completed frameworks (as shown above) help you to better understand the 
level of alignment of Mexico and Costa Rica’s National Accounts to the System of 

National Accounts ? 
    Strongly Agree 
    Agree 

    Neutral 
    Disagree 

    Strongly Disagree 

 
1B. Please elaborate: 

   ______________________________________________________________ 
   ______________________________________________________________ 
   ______________________________________________________________ 

 
2A. Does this effectively communicate the comparability of Mexico’s National Accounts 
with Costa Rica’s National Accounts?  
    Strongly Agree 

    Agree 
    Neutral 

    Disagree 

    Strongly Disagree 

 
2B. Please elaborate: 
   ______________________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________ 
   ______________________________________________________________ 
 

3A. From your perspective, are there any elements missing from the framework? 
    Yes 
    No 

 

3B. Please elaborate: 
   ______________________________________________________________ 
   ______________________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________ 
 
4A. Is the language used to identify each of the categories (fully aligned, highly 
aligned, broadly aligned, partially aligned, not aligned, not applicable) clearly 
understood? 
    Yes 
    No 

 

4B. Please elaborate: 
   ______________________________________________________________ 



   ______________________________________________________________ 
   ______________________________________________________________ 

 
5A. Do you agree that the results of the self-assessment should be summarized and 
presented in this format? 
    Yes 

    No 

 
5B. Please elaborate: 

   ______________________________________________________________ 
   ______________________________________________________________ 
   ______________________________________________________________ 

 
6. In order to maximize transparency, we would like to publish the responses.  
 

Do you give consent that your response to this questionnaire can be published?  
    Yes 
    No 

 

 
(End of Page 2 ) 
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BPM version - Introduction 
 
Below are the completed alignment frameworks have been prepared by three 

economies. We are asking you, as a user of Balance of Payments information to review 
the information and respond to the questions below. 
 







 



1A. Do the completed frameworks (as shown above) help you to better understand the 
level of alignment of these three economies to the Balance of Payments ? 
    Strongly Agree 

    Agree 
    Neutral 

    Disagree 

    Strongly Disagree 

 
1B. Please elaborate: 
   ______________________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________ 
   ______________________________________________________________ 
 

2A. Does this effectively communicate the comparability of the three economies?  
    Strongly Agree 
    Agree 

    Neutral 
    Disagree 

    Strongly Disagree 

 
2B. Please elaborate: 

   ______________________________________________________________ 
   ______________________________________________________________ 
   ______________________________________________________________ 

 
3A. From your perspective, are there any elements missing from the framework? 
    Yes 
    No 

 

3B. Please elaborate: 
   ______________________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________ 
   ______________________________________________________________ 
 

4A. Is the language used to identify each of the categories (fully aligned, highly 
aligned, broadly aligned, partially aligned, not aligned, not applicable) clearly 
understood? 
    Yes 

    No 

 
4B. Please elaborate: 
   ______________________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________ 
   ______________________________________________________________ 



 
5A. Do you agree that the results of the self-assessment should be summarized and 

presented in this format? 
    Yes 
    No 

 

5B. Please elaborate: 
   ______________________________________________________________ 
   ______________________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________ 
 
6. In order to maximize transparency, we would like to publish the responses.  

 
Do you give consent that your response to this questionnaire can be published?  
    Yes 

    No 
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