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Preface

At its fiftieth session in March 2019, the United Nations Statistical Commission 
adopted the United Nations National Quality Assurance Frameworks Manual for Offi-
cial Statistics and the recommendations contained therein (decision 50/106).1 The  
Statistical Commission welcomed the Manual as an important contribution in guiding 
countries in the implementation of a national quality assurance framework, including 
for new data sources, new data providers and for data and statistics of the Sustainable 
Development Goal indicators. The Manual was developed by the Expert Group on 
National Quality Assurance Frameworks, which was re-established by the Statistical 
Commission at its forty-eighth session in March 2017.2 The Manual builds on and 
replaces the generic United Nations national quality assurance framework template 
and guidelines (UN-NQAF template and guidelines) adopted in 2012.

At its forty-eighth session, the Statistical Commission agreed to update the UN-
NQAF template and guidelines of 2012 to address the new challenges posed by the 
enlarged data ecosystem and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. In its 
decision 48/106, the Commission: (a) requested the Expert Group to take into account 
the work on data quality already undertaken at the national, regional and global levels 
to avoid duplicating existing efforts and with a view to harmonizing existing frame-
works, and to consider the relationship with the Fundamental Principles of Official 
Statistics; (b) emphasized the importance of ensuring the quality of data derived from 
new sources and new data providers, including those outside the official statistical sys-
tem; and (c) requested the Expert Group to address issues involved in the implemen-
tation of the national quality assurance framework, including issues of coordination, 
and the need to support countries in its implementation.3

The Expert Group developed the Manual supported by a series of virtual meet-
ings and two rounds of formal consultations. The Expert Group also conducted a sur-
vey of national practices that informed its work.4 In October 2018, the Expert Group 
met in New York to discuss and finalize the draft of the Manual.  In November 2018, 
the draft of the Manual was sent for worldwide consultation and review to all Member 
States and shared for information with the international and supranational organiza-
tions that are members of the Committee for the Coordination of Statistical Activities. 
More than 60 countries and three international/regional organizations provided their 
feedback. Respondents expressed strong support for the draft Manual. All comments 
were carefully reviewed by the Expert Group and incorporated to the extent possible. 
Furthermore, the Expert Group incorporated additional suggestions expressed during 
the fiftieth session of the Statistical Commission. Pursuant to its further programme 
of work5 endorsed by the Statistical Commission, the Expert Group will develop and 
provide additional materials and tools to support the implementation of a national 
quality assurance framework in countries, including best practices. Many countries 
have already updated the information about their national practices on the website of 
the Statistics Division of the Department of Economic and Social Affairs of the United 
Nations.6

1 See E/2019/24. 

2 For more information on the 
Expert Group on National 
Quality Assurance Frame-
works, see https://unstats.
un.org/unsd/methodology/
dataquality/expert-group.

3 See E/2017/24.

4 See https://unstats.un.org/
unsd/statcom/50th-session/
documents/BG-Item3d-
NQAF-E.pdf.

5 See E/CN.3/2019/6. 

6 See https://unstats.un.org/
unsd/methodology/data-
quality/quality-references/.

http://undocs.org/E/2019/24
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/methodology/dataquality/expert-group/
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/methodology/dataquality/expert-group/
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/methodology/dataquality/expert-group/
http://undocs.org/E/2019/24
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/50th-session/documents/BG-Item3d-NQAF-E.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/50th-session/documents/BG-Item3d-NQAF-E.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/50th-session/documents/BG-Item3d-NQAF-E.pdf
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/50th-session/documents/BG-Item3d-NQAF-E.pdf
https://undocs.org/E/CN.3/2019/6
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/methodology/dataquality/quality-references/
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/methodology/dataquality/quality-references/
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/methodology/dataquality/quality-references/



