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ANNEX 1 

HYPERLINK "http://www.tuik.gov.tr/UstMenu/yonetmelikler/vg.html" \l "4"
- Confidentiality Commitment Document 
 

FIRST SECTION

Purpose, Scope, Basis and Definitions
Purpose

ARTICLE 1- (1) The purpose of this Regulation is to organize procedures and basis to ensure data confidentiality and security of confident data in official statistics.

Scope

ARTICLE 2 – (1) This Regulation covers confidentiality and security implementations in statistics studies in the frame of Official Statistics Program.

 Basis

ARTICLE 3 – (1) This Regulation is prepared based on the provision of Article 13 of Turkish Statistics Law dated 10/11/2005 and No. 5429.

Definitions 

ARTICLE 4 – (1) The terms in this regulation expresses the following:
a) Presidency: the Presidency of the Turkish Statistical Institute, 


b) Individual Data: The data which is defined together with the characteristics of the statistical units on which information are gathered, 

c) Direct identification: Revelation of the identity of any statistical unit with its name, address or officially assigned and commonly known identity number, 

ç) Indirect identification: Revelation of the identity of any statistical unit by using other characteristics those are not included in direct identification, 

d) Confidential data: Individual data or data arranged in a table format which enable identification of the statistical unit directly or indirectly together with its characteristics and therefore enable the revelation of individual information, 

e) Use for statistical purposes: Use of data collected from statistical units exclusively for the purpose of making statistical tables and statistical analysis, 

f) Statistical unit: Real or legal persons and institutions and organizations on which censuses or sampling studies are conducted and about whom data will be collected,  

g) (Amended by: OG-27/10/2010-27742) Business registers System: System showing all economical activities in the boundaries of country contributing to gross domestic product and including all managements located in administrative registries and variables about them like the identity, layering and demographical relation, 

ğ) Law: Statistics Law of Turkey dated 10/11/2005 and numbered 5429, 

h) Institution/Organization: Institutions/organizations producing statistics within the scope of programme, 

ı) Programme: The Official Statistics Programme, 

i) Official statistics: the information obtained as a result of processing data on subjects included in the Programme in order to reveal characteristics of any given population and the achieved data, 

j) Data: Quantitative and/or qualitative statistical information obtained through surveys or administrative registers.

SECOND SECTION

Provisions about Confidential Data
Exceptions of confidential data

ARTICLE 5 – (1) Individual data used in the context of official statistics studies is not considered as confidential data which are;
a) Title, activity and address information of statistical units being in the coverage of business register system and obtained from open sources,
b) Individual data belonging only to self which is allowed to be disclosed by own self, legal representative or authorized attorney.

(2) (Amended by:RG-27/10/2010-27742) If the administrative registers are included in official statistics production process, the confidentiality provisions of this Regulation are only implemented for institution/organizations using these registers for only producing statistics from these institutions and organizations. In sharing of administrative registers, institutions/organizations keeping these registries are subject to their own legislation provisions. 

(3) (Annex:RG-27/10/2010-27742) For the data considered confidential due to the indirect identification in foreign trade statistics, these confidentiality rules are implemented when a statistical unit applies with a written application requiring consideration of its data as confidential.

Confidentiality in tabulated data 
ARTICLE 6 – (1) Individual data can be brought into service in tabulated form by classifying according to their various properties. 

(2) The data in a cell is considered as confident where;
a) Statistical unit count is less than three,
b) In cases that the statistical unit count is three more, if any of the statistical units forms eighty percent of the information at that cell pr two units form more than ninety percent of that cell,
in any cell of the table created by totalizing the individual data. 

(3) The cell containing the confidential data can only be disclosed after joining with another cell or cells in a manner that confidential data is not disclosed. 

THIRD SECTION

Liabilities of Institutions/Organizations

Protecting confidential data

 ARTICLE 7 – (1) The authorities of institutions/organizations ensure that official statistics studies are executed without giving possibility to disclose confidential data, they specify and implement the security systems required to prevent unauthorized access physically or electronically to the environment that the confidential data is present in all stages of statistics production, takes every caution not to allow the out of scope use of these data. 

Specification of employees

ARTICLE 8 – (1) Only people taking part in official statistics production can access confidential data to the limit they need to carry out their work. 

(2) Institutions/organizations specify who executes the data collecting, processing and storing studies and clearly define up to which detail these employees can access the data and regularly log the duty changes in every stage of statistics production process.

Sharing limit of confidential/individual data
ARTICLE 9 – (1) The employees collecting and processing data for the production of official statistics and the staff responsible for storing the statistics produced from these data; cannot give aggregative data that can provide access to confident/individual data to any organization, position, authority or person except the people assigned in statistics production process. 

(2) The liability of these employees in official statistics production and dissemination process continues after they have left their duties.

(3) Confidential data cannot be given to any administrative, legal and military organization, position, authority or person, cannot be used in a purpose other than statistics and cannot be a proof.

Letting the use of individual data for scientific purposes

ARTICLE 10 – (Amended by:RG-27/10/2010-27742) 
(1) Individual data compiled and stored by Presidency can be opened to use of researchers with the written permission of Presidency and provided that it is used in scientific researches not referencing individual units, after the parts allowing to identify the statistical units directly are being hidden or in an environment that data security precautions are taken or electronically after the sections causing direct and/or indirect identifying parts are hidden, according to the classification of the data. The results of the analysis made by the users in the working environment are given out after the sections that may cause the statistical unit to be recognized are hidden. 

(2) Unless otherwise is stated in the protocol signed by the parties in the studies performed cooperatively by more than one organizations/institutions, use and distribution of the compiled data is executed by Presidency according to basis specified in the first paragraph. In the use of administrative registries, written permission of institution/organization is taken that keeps the registry. 

(3) People who are entitled to use individual data cannot give this right to third parties and cannot give the data obtained to another people or organization. Judiciary fines specified in Article 53 of Law No. 5429 are imposed on people who fail to fulfil these obligations. 

Commitment to ensure confidentiality 

ARTICLE 11 – (1) All personnel taking part in any stage of official statistics production process are given a training including the confidentiality principles proposed in this Regulation. Also, a “Confidentiality Commitment Document” is taken from the personnel, which is given in Annex-1. 

Satisfying information requests
ARTICLE 12 – (1) Institutions/organizations are liable to respond information requests of statistical units that data is compiled in the context of official statistics production, about their rights and precautions taken to ensure the confidentiality of data.

Rights of the statistical units

ARTICLE 13 – (1) The statistical units have the right to ask for compensation for all material and spiritual damages in case their confidential data is revealed without permission. In case of the Presidency or other institutions and organizations are found faulty in the lawsuits brought against the revelation of confidential data, the personnel or other staff who is faulty, is held liable for the payment of compensation according to general rules. 

FOURTH SECTION

Data Confidentiality Specialized Commission
Data Confidentiality Specialized Commission
ARTICLE 14 – (1) Data Confidentiality Specialized Commission is constituted with at least three members among the personnel of Presidency, personnel of organization/institution in the Program and related experts, who are selected with the approval of the President.
(2) The member specified by the President moderates Data Confidentiality Specialized Commission.

Duties of Data Confidentiality Specialized Commission
ARTICLE 15 – (1) The duties of Data Confidentiality Specialized Commission are as follows:
a) To track the developments in data confidentiality and security subjects.
b) To specify institutional strategies on data confidentiality and security.
c) To set the opinions on specifying which data is confidential in the context of official statistics studies.

(2) Meeting and study results of the Commission are recorded with official reports and submitted to Presidency. 

FIFTH SECTION
Last Provisions

Validity
ARTICLE 16 – (1) This Regulation comes into effect on the date of its publication.

Execution
ARTICLE 17 – (1) This Regulation provisions are executed by the Minister under which Turkish Statistical Institute is correlated. 

Annex-1
CONFIDENTIALITY COMMITMENT DOCUMENT

I declare that I am committing on the following; I will not disclose the confidential data I have obtained due to my duty, to anyone but the authorities during or after my duty, I will not allow access to confidential and individual data by third parties; I will use this data only for producing statistics in the frame of confidentiality principle defined in Turkish Statistics Law dated 10/11/2005 and numbered 5429, I accept to be held liable on the pecuniary and non-pecuniary compensations for the damages of statistical units caused by my negligence or fault and I am aware of the penalties to be applied about me. 

Date
Name Surname
Signature
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