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• In pursuance of S14, Stats SA developed a 

quality framework for assurance and 

assessment of statistical products within 

Stats SA and in the NSS community

• The main purpose of the framework is to 

provide a flexible structure for the assessment 

of statistical products

• The SG uses the framework to evaluate the 

quality of statistics produced in the NSS

• SASQAF is also be used as tool to improve 

quality of statistical products

• self-assessments by data producers

• Used for Independent Quality assessment 

(DQAT)

Background: Quality Framework (SASQAF)
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Methodological Soundness
(6 indicators 14 Std.)

Integrity (6 indicators 6 Std.)

Accessibility (12 indicators 13 Std.)

Interpretability
(3 indicators 3 Std.)

Comparability & Coherence
(5 indicators 12 Std.)

Pre-requisites
(8 indicators 21 Std.)

Relevance (5 indicators 5 Std.)

Accuracy (7 indicators 36 Std.)

Timeliness (4 indicators

10 Std.)
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Background cont…

SASQAF Dimensions – Indicators – Standards 
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1. Problem Identification

2. Diagnostic Assessment

3. Problem Solution (Strategy & 
Plan)

4. Implement Solution

5. SASQAF Self Assessment

6. SASQAF Independent Assessment

Data quality 
improvement 

through technical 
support

Data quality 
Accreditation by 

Independent 
Quality 

Assessment

Background cont…

Phases of engagement
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Background cont… SVC/GSBPM mapped to SASQAF indicators for Quality Assurance
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The application of SASQAF for quality assessment of outputs from admin data sources
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Examples of 

Administrative data 

sources

The application of SASQAF for quality assurance and assessment of outputs from admin data 

sources

• South African Police Services

• Quality Standards to guide the 

collection and processing of data

• South African Reserve Bank

• SARB – currently undertaking an 

online self assessment.

• Department of Home 

Affairs/Department of Health

• Death Notification Forms for 

Mortality and causes of Death. 

Stats SA provide inputs into the 

updating the DNF Form

SASQAF
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Case Study: Quality Assurance for administrative data using SASQAF 

• Approach

• Selection of indicators that are applicable to 

administrative data sources

• Technical support giving advice on collection 

methods, methodology as well as specifications 

on what variables to include.

• Current developments

• Research on different administrative quality 

assurance frameworks (other countries)

• Consultation (National statistical system)
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Case Study: Quality Assurance for administrative data using SASQAF (SVC – Implementation phase)
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Morocco Australia Canada New Zealand Proposed

Institutional 

environment

Institutional 

environment

Prerequisites of 

quality

Relevance Relevance Relevance Relevance Relevance

Accuracy Accuracy Accuracy Accuracy Accuracy

Timeliness Timeliness Timeliness Timeliness Timeliness

Accessibility Accessibility Accessibility Accessibility

Coherence Coherence Coherence Coherence Coherence

Interpretability Interpretability

Coordination and 

Corporation

Case Study: Quality Assurance for administrative data using SASQAF 
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• Status quo

• SASQAF 2nd edition

• Currently developing a separate checklist/framework for quality assessment of 

administrative data sources based on the General SASQAF.

• Lesson learnt:

• Some of the indicators/standards are not applicable to administrative data

• Challenges

• Takes time to identify the indicators that are not applicable

• Way forward/Recommendation

• develop a separate SASQAF for administrative data sources

Conclusion

Application of SASQAF when assessing statistics from the administrative data sources
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Thank You

Quality Framework
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