
Workshop on the Implementation of a National 
Quality Assurance Framework for Official 
Statistics in countries of the Africa Region 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 6-9 December 2022

Session 3.1: First results of the global survey

Yuxi Zhang, Associate Statistician 
Development Data Section

Statistics Division, Development Data and Outreach Branch
United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs



The Statistical Commission at its 52nd session in March 2021 

tasked the Expert Group to conduct a follow-up survey to 

assess progress in the implementation of national quality 

assurance frameworks by national statistical systems.
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NQAF Questionnaire - background

→ An official invitation to fill-in the NQAF questionnaire 
was sent out to all 194 Member States in August 2022 
and the survey will be closed by the end of December 
2022. 
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General responses information
based on 101 responses to the NQAF implementation survey

received from 24th Aug 2022 to 28th Nov 2022

The overall response rate was about 52% with the highest response rate in the 
European region (about 84%). The response rate in the Africa region is about 
37%. Nine of twelve participating countries in this workshop responded!
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Total Africa Americas
Asia and
Pacific

Europe

Not Received 93 34 22 30 7

Received 101 20 14 31 36
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NQAF implementation rate and coverage
based on 101 responses to the NQAF implementation survey

received from 24th Aug 2022 to 28th Nov 2022

Of responses who indicated they have NQAF in their countries, about 76% 
cover entire NSS. 
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Total Africa Americas
Asia and
Pacific

Europe

No 31 9 7 8 7

Yes 70 11 7 23 29
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Framework(s) that NQAF was based upon
based on 101 responses to the NQAF implementation survey

received from 24th Aug 2022 to 28th Nov 2022

Of responses who indicated they have NQAF in their countries, globally, the most widely 
used framework used as a basis for NQAF is the European Code of Practice (ECoP), 
followed by UN NQAF (about 72% and 56% respectively).
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ECoP UN NQAF Other ACoS ECLAC ASEAN

No 18 30 38 58 62 65

Yes 52 40 32 12 8 5
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Framework(s) that NQAF was based upon 
(continued)

based on 101 responses to the NQAF implementation survey
received from 24th Aug 2022 to 28th Nov 2022

Of responses who indicated they have NQAF in their countries, in Africa, the most 
widely used framework used as a basis for NQAF is the African Charter on Statistics 
(ACoS), and Common quality framework of the European Statistics System, including 
the European Statistics Code of Practice.
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Other ACoS ECoP

Framework 12 11 11
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NQAF adoption and adaption
based on 101 responses to the NQAF implementation survey

received from 24th Aug 2022 to 28th Nov 2022

Of responses who indicated they have NQAF in their countries, the reference model 
used when creating NQAF is usually being adapted with modification to reflect their 
country situation. Six out of nine participating countries also adapted NQAF with 
modification.
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Total Africa Americas
Asia and
Pacific

Europe

Adopted 30 4 0 8 18

Adapted 40 7 8 15 10
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Additional information on NQAF 
implementation

→ Quality Principles 

• Of responses who indicated they have NQAF in their countries, quality 
principles were included in national statistical legislation in about 91% of 
cases globally, with the highest rates in Africa region (100%).

→ Quality policy 

• Of responses who indicated they have NQAF in their countries, most 
countries have quality policies or statement of the NSO’s commitment to 
quality, which are publicly available. Nine out of eleven responses 
collected from Africa answered yes for this question. (100% for all 
participating countries)
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Additional information on NQAF 
implementation

→ Self-assessment

• Of responses who indicated they have NQAF in their countries, Africa 
region saw a 94% assessment rate (eight out of nine participating 
countries )with mostly used method of self-assessment followed by 
internal audit.

• Only 4 out of 11 countries with responses in Africa countries indicated 
that other producers of official statistics conduct a comprehensive 
assessment of data quality.
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Implementation of the GSBPM at NSO
based on 101 responses to the NQAF implementation survey

received from 24th Aug 2022 to 28th Nov 2022

Of responses who indicated they have NQAF in their countries, about 84% of 
countries globally implemented the GSBPM at their NSOs. However, disparity among 
regions is high – from 55% in Africa (Five out of nine participating countries) to 93% 
in Europe.
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Total Africa Americas
Asia and
Pacific

Europe

No 11 5 1 3 2

Yes 57 6 6 19 26

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Have implemented the GSBPM at your 
NSO?



Quality assurance for administrative data 
and other data sources

based on 101 responses to the NQAF implementation survey
received from 24th Aug 2022 to 28th Nov 2022
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→ About half of countries globally use special quality assurance frameworks, 
guidelines, methods or tools for the quality assessment of administrative data for 
the production of official statistics, with the highest rate of 75% in Africa. 

→ Globally, about 40% of countries globally use special quality assurance 
frameworks, guidelines, methods or tools for the quality assessment of data from 
other data sources used for the production of official statistics, with the highest 
rate of 68% in Asia and Pacific.

→ In countries in Africa, special guideline and special quality assurance 
frameworks are the mostly used method for the assessment of data quality for 
both administrative data and other data sources.



Reasons for not having NQAF
and plans to develop and implement one

based on 101 responses to the NQAF implementation survey
received from 24th Aug 2022 to 28th Nov 2022

Of those responded, 71% plan to develop and implement NQAF. Eight out 
of nine in countries from Africa plan to develop and implement NQAF.
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Assistance needed to develop
and implement NQAF

based on 101 responses to the NQAF implementation survey
received from 24th Aug 2022 to 28th Nov 2022
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Visit as at https://unstats.un.org/unsd/methodology/dataquality

Thank You


