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Main elements are: Home

[
X X i Selfstudy
e There should be a clear relationship between names and the places they designate 3

e Look at "Standardization" in the UNGEGN Glossary (or click here for pdf)

. . . . . [
Nationally standardized names are the basis of international standards Contents

Univocity? The ideal is that every topographic feature or object has its own specific name which |

only applies to that object. InTro
1.What is
standard-
j - |
One object — one name. > Benefits

3.National

Standardization is the establishment by an appropriate authority, of a specific set of standards or norms, auﬁes
e.g. for the uniform rendering of toponyms. [

4.Policies

Geographical names standardization is the prescription by a names authority of one or more particular and
. . . A . ) ) ) principles
names, together with their precise written form for application to a particular geographical feature, as well [
as the conditions for their use. 5.Principles and
procedures

National geographical names standardization is the standardization of geographical names within the 6.Shape and

rea of national entity such as a state. %

7.About a
International geographical names standardization is the activity aimed at reaching maximum board

practical uniformity in the rendering - oral and written - of all geographical names on Earth by means of [

national standardization and/or international convention, including the correspondence between different %
languages and writing systems. [
9.Names
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10.Core
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11.
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identifying reference points in laws, regulations, tourist information

making easier government administration; industry and commerce; education and science |

Contents
providing a clear, unambiguous reference framework for linking to GIS world . L
ntro

. . . [
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|
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There is need for an authority because: Home

|
Selfstudy

e It is needed to take geographical names decisions and so: eliminate ambiguity and confusion in
spelling and application of names.

Consistent information is required (if no national agency does, others will). Contlents
Intro
e A knowledgeable body should maintain reference lists. ) erwt «
st'andard-
[
Tasks of National names authorities: 2.Ber|1eﬁts

3.National
. Act as authority on names standardization issues (decide which names have to be standardized) names
authorities
. o . . . |
. They should establish principles and procedures for geographical naming regarding: 4.Policies
lale}

. principles
collection of names [
selection criteria 5.Principles and

. procedures
rules for writing |
officialization procedures (how to make the names official) 6-5h§i22 and

i
. They should develop policies and procedures to support nhames approval or rejection 7./gboudt a
oart
[
. They should maintain records, assuring minutes on decisions of names are generally available 8-Secritariat
tasks
[

9.Names

Support from the United Nations autthrities

10.Core
e UN resolutions (pdf) I/4a 1967 to establish national agencies activities

|
i1.

e Recent support of UN Regional Cartographic Conferences for framework layer Conclusions
e National names authorities select names for formal/official use

e Justifying a names programme: existing overlaps; consolidation savings
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written forms in different languages |
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d ¢ d . ti 1.What is
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generic terminology [
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statutory names |
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7. ABOUT A BOARD <previous - next>

Legal aspects

A board should be established by law, act, etc.

A board should have terms of reference, mandate, responsibilities, members, Chair, Secretariat
Keep the documentation up to date

Is board advisory or has it ultimate decision-making role?

Are names legally binding?

Who should sit on the board?

Representatives of leading government department involved in names
Other government departments - users

Regional representation

Non-government ... from interest group, qualified individuals
Individual experts (local history, archives, linguistics, cartography)
How long should they sit there?

How many members? Financial factors? Frequency of meetings?

Secretariat support

Technical/professional support

Focal point for national toponymic activity
Leadership; organization; communication
How many people?

o It depends on whether other staff is available for creating the data base, for establishing
media contacts, and for preparing committee meetings

More...

Other principles?

Board looked to for unbiased judgement
Decisions are important to future generations
Integrity and effectiveness of board at stake
Slow and sure!

Try to refrain from political interference

<previous - next>
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8. SOME SECRETARIAT TASKS <previous - next> =

Home
Liaison with board members, government, public Selfsltudy
Organize board meetings 3
Prepare board documents

Recording and archiving minutes/decisions [

. . . . .. Contents
Signatures, posting ... distribute decisions =
Enter name decisions into records In%
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D04: National agencies [T X bocuments
&

Available documents: Holme
e D04-01: Kerfoot, H. (2003). National agencies, models and procedures. Pp 39-46 in: F.J. Ormeling pocuments
e.a. Training Course on Toponymy Enschede, Frankfurt am Main, Berlin 2002. Mitteilungen des BKG National
Band 28, Frankfurt am Main 2003. agencies

Online resources:

e U.S.Board on Geographic nhames

o UNGEGN: Manual for the national standardization of geographical names, 2006

The United Nations sell the following publications which also can be downloaded from the
UNGEGN website:

e Glossary of Terms for the Standardization of Geographical Names (New York 2002) / pdf
e Manual for the national standardization of geographical names (UN - Ecosoc, New York,

2006 ST/ESA/STAT/SERM/88 Sales No. E.06.XVII.7 ISBN 92-1-161490-2, available in
the 6 UN languages) / pdf

e Technical reference manual for the standardization of geographical names (New York,
2007) / pdf

e Resolutions adopted at the nine UN Conferences on the standardization of geographical
names (English (pdf) / French (pdf)
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